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THIS FOUITH VOLUME OF A WORK, WHICft, XK A RVMBLB WAT, 
ATTEMPTS TO STIMULATE ITS S.BADERS TO PA.T1LI0TISM| RELIGION, 
AND MORALITY, IS DEDICATED 

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

HORATIO, 
LORD NELSON, 

9 
THE SCOURGE OF FRANCE, AND THE DESTROYER OF. 
ITS FLEET; 

WHO, UNITING INEXTINGUISHABLE C0UBA6B WITH CONSUMMATE 
SKILL, EXTERMINATED THE GALLIC CROCODILE AT THE MOUTQ 
OF THE NILE; DISSIPATED THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT, AND HELPED 
TO RESCUE THAT COUNTRY FROM THE BITTEREST OF ALL ITS 
visitations; from darkness, death, and LOATHSOME REPTILES; 
FROM THE' COLONIZATION OF ATHEISTS AND THE LEGISLATION OF 
MARAUDERS ; FROM PLUNDER IN THE MASK OF DEVOTION, AND 
INFIDELITY UNDER THE VIZARD OF FANATICISM. 

THAT HE MAY LONG LIVE TO ENJOY THE BLISS OF HAVING 
CONTRIBUTED TO SUCH IMPORTANT EVENTS, IS THE EARNEST 
PRAYER OF 

HIS lordship's ' 

« 
WARM ADMIRER, 

AND OBEDIENT, 

HUMBLE SERVANT, 

THE EDITOR. 






ALPHABETICAL AKECDOTES. 



ALEXANDER, King 
of Macedori, the con- 
queror of Darius, and fub- 
verier of the Perfian empire, 
a prince of ftrong paffions, 
but poffeffing eminently the 
good qualities which bften 
accompany them, genero- 
(ity, greatnefs of mind, and 
a nice fenfe of honor. 

Yet with all his heroifm, 
all his fuccefs, and all his 
virtues, he hath been the 
common-place-butt of the 
cynic, the fatirift, and the 
divine ; a popular latin po- 
et in a fluent line, which is 
in the mouth of every fchool 
boy, tells us, that ont world 
was not fufficient for the 
youth of Pellae; the ac- 
complifhed fon of Philip 
hath alfo been ranked, in 
a memorable ftanza, with 

Vol. IV. 



Charles the twelfth, the. 
favage king of Sweden; 
and a modern writer, in an 
ingenious periodic work, 
hath not fcrupled to draw 
a degrading comparifon be- 
tween the Macedonian hero 
and Bagfhot, a murderer 
and a highwayman. 

Yet, neither the coalrfe 
inveftive of -the effayift, 
nor the declamlttory viru- 
lence of the poet, will bear 
the teft of hiftoric criticifm, 
nor the fcrutiny of moral 
juftice. 

It is not poflible, nor is 
it my wifli to defend the 
riotous intemperance, and 
luxurious excefles of the 
conqueror, although the 
generally received opinion 
of his wantonly burning 
Perfepolis, is contradifted 
B by 
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by rcfpcftabic evidence ; 
and every good man muft 
deleft his murdering a faith- 
ful friend, grey headed in 
the fervice of his family, 
an aflbciate in all his toils, 
and in one inftancc, the 
a£lual prcfervcr of his Hfc ; 
it was indeed no proof of 
the old man*s wildom, to 
accufe of ingratitude, a 
fovereign remarkable for 
princely munificence ; it 
was folly, if not madnefs to 
attempt to preach to a 
young foldier, in his cups. 

But with refpeft to the 
condu6): of Akxafider, to-- 
wards Greece and Perfia, 
had he aded in any other 
way but precifely as he did, 
and which places his abili- 
ties as an independent king 
and a great captain, in the 
moil exalted point of view, 
he would inevitably have 
been cruihed ; in that cafe, 
I agree with a late MTiter^ 
he would have left hisname 
and example, to point a 
moral, and to turn a tale. 

The Perfians had for fe - 
veral ages hung like a dark 
cloud, over the Grecian 
Republics, proving them- 
felves on every occafion, 
their open or infidious e- 
nemies; fomenting difcon- 
tentj corrupting their citi- 



zens, and watching every 
opportunity of negligence, 
weaknefs, or infurreftion, 
to conquer and deftroy 
them. 

Under fuch circumftances 
the eflFort of any fingle ftate, 
CO refift the great king, 
would have been abfurd 
and vain, and Alexander, 
long before he turned his 
arms againft the Perfians, 
had to counterad: the cor- 
rupt a£is of his antagonift, 
who by goH and by mifre- 
prefentation, had fecured a 
powerful party,, and many 
allies among the Greeks. 

It is alfo a well authen* 
ticated fad, that, at the 
moment of Alexander's 
marching into Perfia, Da- 
rius was coUe6iing troops 
from different quarters,, 
and bad refolved on in- 
vading Greece. 

To guard againft perfidy 
by every means in his 
power; to anticipate an 
enemy, who trufted rather 
to the gold he had laviftied, 
than to the difcipline and 
courage of his forces, was 
fair, according to every 
principle of juftice, policy 
and felf-prefervation; it 
was an aft of filial duty as 
well as patriotilm in Alex- 
ander, had been warmly 
recom- 
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retonmjcndtd to Philip, 
fifty years before, by Ifo- 
crates; and there is good 
reafon for fuppofing, that 
a perufal of the famous 
panegyric of that writer, 
added to a ftrongconvidion 
of the truths it contained, 
had determined the young 
king OH his Periian enter- 
prize. 

The fubjeft of this article 
hath alfo been blamed for 
not reftoring the neigh- 
bouring Republics to that 
liberty, of which they had 
' been deprived by his fa- 
ther, who has been handed 
down to poftcrity as a ty- 
rant, by the thunder and 
lightning of Demofthenes. 

Some allowance muft be 
made to the pride and pre- 
judices of a youthful mo- 
narch, we alfo muft re- 
member what the education 
and opinions of princes 
Si^ere in thofe days ; power 
and extenfive territories, 
particularly if procured by 
the fword or by hereditary 
defcent, they confidered as 
much their property, as a 

{)rivate man regards his 
anded eftate; befides, fuch 
a ftep would only have 
been putting new arms into 
the hands of an enemy, for 
his own deftrudion^ as the 

B 



moft violent democratic ci- 
tizens in every ftate, were 
notoripufly in the pay of 
the Perfian. 

But the moft equitable 
mode of deciding upon, 
or even properly eftimating 
the merits of Alexander, 
will be to imagine, only for 
a moment, what would have 
taken place, had Darius 
proved viftorious ; if it is 
poffible to fuppofe that a 
tinfel train of women, and 
men, like women, whofe 
numbers and cumberfome 
magnificence render 'd them 
unable to aft with vigor or 
celeritv, if it is poffible to 
fuppole that^A an army 
could refift or overcome 
the impenetrable Macedo- 
nian phalanx ; the whole of 
the civilized world would 
have been delivered over 
to plunder, violation and 
devaftation; the moft hor- 
rid cruelties would have 
been exercifed on old age, 
w^omen, and children; for 
cowards are always pro- 
portionately mercilefs and 
unfeeling; the Grecian pe- 
ninfula, once the feat of 
learning, arts and fcience, 
would, as in modern times, 
have been paralyfedby the 
iron fceptre of luft, bar- 
barity and fuperftition. 
2 But 
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But what was the con- 
du£l of the fon of Philip, 
after defeating a foe who 
bad aimed at his deftruc- 
tion? he fympathized with 
the forrows of the van- 
quifhed, endeavoured by 
every means in his power 
to foften viftory by kind- 
nefs, treated his captives, 
particularly his female cap- 
tives, with the mofl deli- 
cate and diftant refpeft ; 
beheld with the averted eye 
of a philofopher and a man 
of feeling, the moft beau- 
tiful and bewitching of 
forms, and, if Darius could 
have learned from adver- 
fity, the wholfomc leffons 
of difcretion and modera- 
tion, the conqueror would 
have replaced him in fplen- 
dor and independence, on 
the throne of his ancellors; 
in a word, but for wine, 
vanity, and venal beauty, 
thofe rocks fo ruinous, but 
decked and difguifed by 
imagination, with rofes and 
myrtle, and on which our 
fame and fortune are fo 
often {hipwrecked; but for 
thefe, Alexander would 
have been the fir It of con- 
querors, and the firft of 
men. 

His giving Campafpe to 
the painter, Apellcs, Mho 



became defpcrately in love 
with that beautiful woman, 
in confequence of painting 
her pifture, has been men- 
tioned as a ftrong inftance 
of friendfhip and felf-deni- . 
al; butif thecircumftances 
of drefs and attitude, in 
which he chofe to have his 
fair favorite drawn, are to 
be depended on, I cannot 
think that the facrifice coft 
Alexander many fighs or 
much regret; it is not pof- 
fible that he could either 
have refpefted or loved 
a woman, whom he thus 
wantonly expofed and de- 
graded. 

AMERPOOL, JOHN, 
a learned writer, of 
the feventeenth century, 
a parti zan for the fyftem 
of Des Cartes, and a (trong 
inftance of the force of 
felf-delufion. 

In his book, to which he 
gave the title of Cartefius 
Mofaifans, written in good 
Latin,, he endeavours to 
prove that the opinions of 
the modern philofopher, 
were neither more nor lefs 
than a rational and ortho- 
dox illuftration of the Mo- 
faic account of the crea- 
tion, as delivered in the 
firft chapter of the book of 
Gencfis ; 
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Gcnefis; he infills that 
principles at once fupport- 
ed by found argument, and 
fcriptural analogy, tnuft be 
founded on truth and the 
nature of things. 

His parallels, his com- 
parifons, and the metaphy- 
fic fubtilty he difplays, I 
have neither inclination or 
ability to enter into or 
explain, though I confefs 
fome of his reafonings ap- 
peared to fupportdoftrines 
cxaftly oppolite to thofe 
which he wifhed to main- 
tain; and he is mentioned 
in this place, as one of the 
numerous inftances of a 
man of abilities, who hav- 
ing once advanced a favo- 
rite poiition, bends fafts of 
all forts to his own purpofe, 
and converts evidence from 
all quarters, however un- 
promifing and contradifto- 
ry, to the eftabliftiment of 
the principles he avows. 

ANNIUS, JOHN, a 
Dominican Friar, of 
the fifteenth century, a 
learned man and an im- 
poftor, who excited con- 
fiderable attention at that 
period, by pretending to 
have difcovered the works 
of many antient authors, 



which had been generally 
confidered as loft. 

The title of his book is, 
Antiquitatum variarum vo- 
lumina xvii. a venerando 
facrae theologiae, et praedi- 
catorii ordinis profeflbre, 
Johanne Annio : and fuch 
was his credit, or fuch his 
affurance, that he did not 
condefcend to give any 
detail of the circumftances, 
by which thefe remains of 
antiquity came into his 
poffeffion, merely faying, 
in a fhort epiftle addreffed 
to his brother, which is not 
prefixed to, but in the lat- 
ter part of the copy before 
me, that he brought them 
with him from Mantua. 

There is nothing in the 
work he publilhed, but 
what any well-read dex- 
trous man, might have ea- 
fily produced; and befidcs 
this internal evidence, there 
were ftrong collateral cir- 
cumftances, which render- 
ed his being a literary de- 
ceiver, extremely probable; 
he had endeavoured to 
perfuade the inhabitants of 
Viterbo, the place of his 
birth, that it was originally 
an Egyptian colony, and at 
leaft two thoufand years 
more antient than Rome 
itfelf; 
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itfelf ; to confirm bis afler- 
tions, he produced fcveral 
infcriptions, with every ap- 
pearance of antiquity, in 
form, letter, and abbrevia- 
cion» dug out of the envi- 
rons of that town, which it 
was afterwards proved, he 
had himfelf previbufly de- 
pofited in the earth. 

Annius was mafter of the 
facred palace, during the 
pontificate of Roderi go Bor- 

Sia Lenzoli, who exalted 
ut difgraced the Papal 
chair, under the name of 
Alexander the fixth. He 
was patrdnizcd. by Paulu& 
de Campo Fulgofo, a Ro- 
man Cardinal^ and other 
eminent perfons; and the 
general anfwer give n by his 
abettors, to thofe who 
doubted the authenticity 
of his pieces was, that it 
"was impofTible for an ob- 
fcure individual, fo humbly 
cndow^ed, to fabricate that, 
which was equal to the 
noblefl remains of the Au- 
guflan age; an argument 
ufed in modern times by 
the defenders of Chatter- 
ton ; and that his fragments 
are equal . to the nobleft 
"tcmains of the Auguftan 
'Age, is eafier faid than 
proved. 



His book has been often 
prjjfited; at Rome in 1498; 
at Venice and at Antwerp 
in 1552; that which I am 
now perufing, has not any 
place mentioned in the title 
page, but muft have been 
puDlifhed at Paris, from a 
fhort addrefs prefixed to 
it, by the ^learned printer 
Jodocus Badius, to Guliel- 
mus Parvus, Petit, or Lit- 
tle, afterwards Bifhop of 
Troys, and dated 1512. 

In this fhort, but curious 
preliminary piece, Badius 
obferves that God thought 
two great lights fufficient 
for the heavens, but that 
he has fcattered many bright 
luminaries on the face of the 
earth ; of thefe the moil 
refulgent is Thomas Aqui- 
nas, a fecond Phcebus ; 
among the fecondary pla- 
nets, Annius, 'of Viteroo, 
ought not to be forgotten. 

This printer was rallied 
by one of his countrymen, 
for making books and net- 
ting children, in the fol- 
lowing epitaph : 

Here lies Jodocus Badius, 
father of many children, 
printer of many books, but 
thefe were more numerous 
than his oflFspnng ; he com- 
menced author early, but 
married 
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married when he was an 
old man. 

ANTIENT AND LA- 
TER TIMES. 

Nothing places in a 
ftronger point of view the 
(uperioritv of the prefent 
day, in oomefttc comfort 
and enjoyment, than the 
accounts which have been 
occafionally handed down 
to us, of entertainments 
given in days of old ; they 
decide in favor of thoie 
minute rules of decorum 
and propriety, enjoined by 
all who keep good compa- 
ny ; while pnilofophers and 
pedants afFeQ to laugh at 
and defpife them. 

A curious narrative i$ 
extant, of a marriage feaft, 
given by a wealthy young 
man af Athens, during the 
reign of Trajan. 

To this entertainment, 
the writer who tells the 
fiory, and a great number 
of both fexes were invited; 
in duly felefting their party, 
fhe new -married couple 
appear to have erred, a 
very material point, which 
the giver of a modem din- 
ner, who is ambitious of 
the fame of elegant hafpi- 
tality ftudies with nicety, 
as far more important than 



the choice of her difhes^ 
*^ Give me a bill of your 
company," faid Swift to the 
treafurer Harley, who had 
fent the Dean a card, and 
was talking of his bill of 
fare. 

Invitations had been feht 
in the prefent inflance, to 
perfons of different fefts, 
ages and denominations, 
friends and foes; neither 
expence nor labour was 
fpared, to fill the room 
with the beft company, a9 
they were then confidered, 
and to cover the tables 
with the moft dainty vi- 
ands, and the choiccft 
wines. 

The guefts were affem- 
bled ; I will not dcfcribe 
their reclining^ and the dif- 
putesfor precedency, which 
occafioned fame delay; 1 
will not enlarge on the 
modern mode . of Jitting 
down to table, and the com* 
forts of a chair, fo prefe- 
rable in every refpeft to 
their awkward mode of 
lying Jideways. 

They had not long taken 
their places, before anoify 
and impudent cynkr, throw- 
ing open the door, rudely 
marched iii; the mailer of 
the houfe, aware of th^ 
reftive nature of the beaft. 
endeavoured 
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endeavoured to footh his 
furlinefs bygentle language, 
made him welcome, and 
faid it was friendly thus to 
drop in, without the for- 
mality of an ipvitation, and 
aiked him to lie down at the 
table. 

*' Do you think I am fo 
eiFefninate," replied the 
brute, *' that I cannot fa- 
tisfy my appetite as I ftand ? 
if I feel inclined to eat, I 
can take my dinner as I 
walk, or if I chufe, I can 
lie on the ground, which 
was thought foft enough to 
fleep on by Hercules, and 
other heroes of antiquity ;" 
he at laft condefcended to 
take with his fingers out 
of the dilhes, any thing 
that ftruck his fancy, as 
he ftalked up and down 
the room ; inveighing be- 
tween his mouthfulls,againft 
the extravagance and glut- 
tony of the age. 

Under a miilaken idea 
oiF keeping him quiet, the 
fervants were direfted to 
ferve him plentifully with 
the ftrongeft wine, which 
as It mounted into his head, 
rendered him outrageous 
and troublefome; the ma- 
jority of the company alfo 
began to be merry ; fongs, 
jokes, recitations and droll 



(lories, kept the tabic ir 
a roar. 

Buffoons were alfo intro. 
duced, who by the pyepof 
terous Angularity of theii 
drefs, words, and adions 
occafioned confiderabU 
laughter; the cynic pro 
yoked that the general at 
tention ftiould be occupiec 
by any one but himfelf 
auaulted them, and entire 
ly ftripping himfelf, infiftec 
that on their fighting witl 
him-; tempted by the odd; 
of two to one, obfervinj 
the intoxicated ftate of th< 
fans-culottes philofopher 
and encouraged by th< 
burft of applaufe whici 
echoed from every part o 
the room, they acceptcc 
his challenge, clofedin with 
and gave him a complea 
drubbing; in the agonic 
of drunkennefs, pain, am 
difappointment, the intru 
der funk on the floor 
where he remained for i 
fhort time quiet. 

A young man, unan 
nounced, now rufhed int< 
the room, and read or de 
livered in a loud and angr 
tone, a moft offenfive, in 
fulting mefl'age to the com 

Eany prefcnt, from a neigh 
our, whom the bride 
groom had not though 
prope 
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proper to invite ; he began 
^ith lamenting ^^ that the 
Rafter of the feaft fliould 
luave fo little tafte and dif- 
cemment, as to prefer fo 
many worthlefs chara6lers 
f o him, who had pafled his 
life in the bofom of tem- 
T)erance and philofophy } 
ke trufted he would not 
think that the difappoint- 
ment of a dainty palate, had 
at all ftimulated him to 
take the prefent ftep, he 
wais far from wifhing to 
difturb the harmony of a 
weddings hut he could not 
help thinking that after he 
had paid fo much attention 
to him, and for fo many 
years, it was rather hard 
he ihould give the prefe- 
rence to men, in every 
refpe£t his inferiors ; he 
then.accufed the majority 
of the perfons preient, of 
various crimes, and con- 
cluded by faying, that if 
by way. of making his 
peace, he fhould feel in- 
clined to fend him a ham) 
a plate of venifon, or a 
baiket of fweet cakes, he 
had inftruded the bearer 
of his melfage, not to accept 
of them r 

The infinuations and 
charges conveyed by the 
meflenger of the hungry 
. Vol. IV. 



philofopher, being many, 
of them of a moft infamous 
kind, would npt have been* 
quietly liftened to by men 
in any fituation, or under 
any eircumftances ; their 
effe6l on the guefts, in- 
flamed with wine, is eafity 
imagined ; it was with diffir 
culty that he avoided a 
broken head ; a mafly gob- 
let, which narrowly miffed 
him as he hurried out, waft 
the firft fitfnal for war; 
difappointed by the objeQ: 
of their vengeance efcaping^ 
they quarrelled with each 
other, and. proceeding from 
reproaches to blows, the 
women fcreamed, and the 
feall became a fcene of 
uproar, outrage and con« 
fuiion; the combatants with 
fon)e difficulty at length 
were feparatea, but not till , 
they had disfigured the faces 
ana torn the cioaths of each 
other; in an unfeemly, 
bloody, and naufeous con* 
dition, they were at lafi 
conveyed to their homes. 

No well-bred and polite 
circle in the prefent times, 
could be expofed to fuch 
indecorous intrufions; ma- 
terials fo diffonant and in- 
compatible with convivial 
harmony, would not hav^ 
been brought together by 
C Mrs. 
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Mrs. ♦••iMHMi*** oy Lady 
♦*♦**, the iBcffengcr would 
hive the door Ihut in hi« 
fece, by a dextrous porter, 
smd the cynic, if it can be 
conceived that fuch a cha- 
rafter could now cxift, 
wduld be horfc -whipped, 
and thrown out of window. 

ANXIETIES OF DE- 
LAYED EXPECT A- 
TION. 

He who has been half his 
life an attendant at levees^ 
en the faith of an eleftion 
j^romife, a watering-place 
fqueeze-o'-th' hand, or a! 
race-ground-oath; or he, 
who vegetating on a fellow- 
fliip, with vows long plight- 
ed to fome much loved 
feir, is waiting, watching, 
6r wifliing for the deatif of 
a hale reftor, at fifty 'four ; 
perfons of fuch a dcfcrip- 
tion, may perhaps ht inte- 
refted or amufed by the 
following little narrative, 
founded on' fad:, and in the 
memory of Ibme of my 
readers. 

The incumbent of a va- 
luable living in a weftern 
county, had for fome years 
awakened the hopes, and 
excited the fears of the 
members of a certain col- 
l^gCy in whom the next 



prefentation was vefted ; 
the old gentleman having 
already outlived two erf 
his propofed fu<iceffdrs. 

The tranquil pleafurcs of 
the common room had very 
lately been animated or in- 
terrupted by a well authen- 
ticated account of the wor- 
thy clergyman's being feiz'd 
with a violent and dangerous 
difeafe, fufficient, without 
medical aid, to hurry him 
to his grave. The lenior 
fellow, who, on the ftrength 
of this contingency, had 
only the day before de- 
clined an advantageous of- 
fer, was congratulated on 
the faitnefs of his prdP 
pefts, and the after dinner 
converfation^ paffed off 
without that uninterefting 
non-chalance for which it 
had been lately remarkable. 

The pears, the port wine, 
and the chefnuts, being 
quickly difpatched, Avidio 
hurried * to his room ; he 
afcended the flairs, tripped 
along the gallery, and ftir- 
red his almoft extinguifhed 
fire with unufual alacrity ; 
then drawing from his port- 
folio a letter to his miftrefs, 
which, far want of know- 
ing exactly what to fay, 
had lain for feveral weeks 
unfinifhedj he filled the 
unoc- 
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Ainoccupied fpa.ce with re- 
newed proteftations of un- 
diminifhed love; fpoke 
with raptures (raptures ra- 
ther affumed than aftually 
fejt, after a fixieen years 
courtftiip) of the near ap- 
jMToach of that time, when 
a competent indepeodence 
would put it in his power 
-to tafte that firft of earthly 
•bleffings, nuptial love,with- 
out the aHoy of uncertain 
.fupport. He . concluded a 
letter, more agreeable V& 
*thc lady than aay flie had 
ever received from him, 
with delineating his future 
plans, and fuggeiling a few 
alterations in the parfonage 
houfe, which though not 
a modern building, was 
flibftantial,, and in excel-' 
lent repair ; thanks to the 
confcientious and fcrnpu- 
lous care of his predeceffor^ 
in a particular, to which he 
obferved fo man-y of tbe 
clergy are culpably inat- 
tentive. ~ 

The letter was fent to 
the poft, and after a third 
rubber at the warden's;, 
who obferved that he never 
(aw Mr. ♦♦♦*♦ fo facetious, 
a poached egg, and a rum- 
mer of hot punch, the hap- 
py man retired to bed, in 
the calna tf anquillity of long 



delayed hope, treading o» 
the threfhold of immediate 
gratification. 

Avidio waited feveral 
pofts, without receiving 
farther intelligence, and 
paffed an interval, which 
the moment doubt inter- 
pofed, was unpleafant and 
irritating, he fiUed up the 
interval as well as he was 
able, in fettling hisaccountii 
as bulrfar, getting in the 
few bills he owed, and re- 
vifing his books, which as 
the diftaoce was confidcra- 
ble, he refolved to tikced 
before he left the univer- 
fity. Confidering himfelf 
now as a married man, fae 
thought it a piece of necef- 
fary attention to his wife, 
to fupply the place of the 
volumes he difpofed of, by 
fome of the mifcellaneous 
produftipns of modern li- 
terature, tnore immediately 
calculajLed for female .pe#» 
crafaL 

At the end of three week^, 
a fpace Qf time, as long as 
any wan of common feeU 
ing3 iCould be expefted to 
abftain from enquiry; after 
being repeatedly affured by 
bis college affociates, that 
i^t incumbent mujl be dead, 
but that the letter announ- 
cing it h^d mifcarried, and 
St bieing 
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being poJUivcly certain of it 
him^lf, he took pen in 
hand ; but not knowing any 

Eerfon in the neighbour- 
ood of the living he hoped 
ib foon to take pofleffion 
of, he was for fome time 
at a lofs to whom he (hould 
venture to write^ on fo im- 
portant a fubjeft. 

In the reftleffnefs of api?- 
ious expectation^ and irri- 
tated by the ftimuli of love 
and money ; in a defperate 
and indecorous moment he 
addrelfed a letter officially 
to the clerk of the parifh, 
not knowing his name. This 
epiftle commenced with 
taking it for granted that 
his principal was dead, but 
informing him that the col- 
lege had received no intel- 
ligence of it, a circumftance 
which they imputed to the 
mifcarriage of a letter ; but 
they begged to know, and 
if poffible, by return of poft^ 
the day and hour on which 
he departed; if contrary 
r to all expeftation and pro- 
bability he (hould be ftill 
alive, the clerk was in thaj 
cafe defired to fend, with- 
out delay, a particular and 
minute account of the ftate 
of his health, the nature of 
his late complaint, its ap- 



parent effefts on his conftir 
tation, with any other cir- 
cumftances he might judge 
at all conneded. with the 
life of the incumbent- 

On receiving the letter, 
the ecclefiaftic fubaltern 
immediately carried it to 
the reftor's^ who to the 
infinite fatisfafiion of his 
parifhioners, had recover- 
ed from a moft dangerousf 
difeafe, and was at the mor 
ment, entertaining a circle 
of friends at his hofpitablc 
board, who celebrated his 
recovery in bumpers. 

After carrying his eye* 
over it in a curfory way, 
he fmiled, read it to the 
company, and with their 
permiflion, replied to it 
hinrifelf in the following 
manner : 

Stalbrid^e^ Nc|v. i, 1736. 
Sir, 

My clerk being a very 
mean fcribe, at his requeft 
I now anfwer the feveral 
queries in your letter, di- 
i^efted to him. 

My diforder was an acute 
fever, under which I. la- 
boured for a month, at- 
tended with a delirium du- 
ring ten days of*the time, 
and originally contraBed, 
as I have ^ood 'reafon for 
thinking, 
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linking, by my walking 
four miles in the middle of 
a very hot day in July. 

From this complaint, x 
am perfc&Iy recovered? by 
the bleffing of God, and 
the prefcriptions of my fon, 
a doftor of phyfic ; and I 
have officiated both in the 
church, and at funerals, in 
the chu.reh-yard, which is 
about three hundred yards 
from ray faoufe ; the report 
of my relapfe was probably 
occaiioned by my having 
a flight complaint in my 
bowels, about three weeks 
ago, but which did not 
confine me. 

As to the pre fen t ft ate of 
my health, my appeiite, 
digeflion and fletp, are 

good, and in fome refpefts 
etter than before my ill- 
juefs, particularly the ftea- 
dinefs of my hands. I 
never ufe fpeSacles, and I 
thank Cxod, I can read the 
fmalleft print by candle- 
light, nor have I ever had 
reafon to think that the 
feeds of the gout, the fione, 
the dbeumatifm, or any 
chronic djfeafe are in my 
conftitution. 

Although I entered on 
my eighty-fi|fft year, the 
fecond ot laft March, the 
greateft inconveniente I 



feel from old age, is a little 
defefcl in my hearing and 
memory. Thefe are mer- 
cies, which as they render 
the remaining dregs of life 
tolerably comfortable, I 
defire with all humility and 
gratitude to acknowledge, 
and I heartily pray that 
they may defcend, with all 
other bleffings, to my fuc- 
ceflbr, whenever it fhall 
pleafe God to call me. I 
am^ Sir, your unknown 
humble fervant, 

ROBERT WRIGHT. 

P. S. My clerk's name it 
Robert Dowding, your let- 
ter coft him four -pence, 
to the foot poft who brings 
it from Sherborne. 

Such an epiftle, from lb 
good and exemplary a cha- 
rafter, and under fuch 
circumftances, could not 
fail producing unpleafant 
fenfaiions in the breaft of 
the receiver, who was not 
without many good quali- 
ties, and except in the 
prefent inftance, did not 
appear to be deficient in 
feeling, and propriety of 
conduft. 

The purpofe of this ar- 
ticle will be fully and effec- 
tually anfwered, if fellows 
of colleges, and expcclants 
of fat livings,, valuable 
Cnccuresi 
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finecures, and rich rever- 
fions, may happily betaught 
Xo check the indecorous 
ardor of eager hope ; ^eft 
they meet with the rebuflf 
given by an old Notting- 
hamfhire vicar,whofe health 
was more robuft, and man- 
. ners lefs courteous than 
chofe of ;the Dprfetfhirc 
clergyman. 

This telly old gentleman,, 
after recovering from a 
fiiort illnefs, was exafpe- 
rated by infidious oit-re- 
peated, and felfifh enquiries 
after his health; and in the 
heat of irritation ordered a 
placard, with the following 
words, to be affixed to the 
chapel door of the college, 
to which the vicarage be- 
longed. ^ 

To the Fellows of ****** 
College : 
Gentlemen, 

In anfwer to the very 
civil and very intelligible 
■enquiries, which you have 
of late fo affiduoufly made 
into the ftate of my health, 
I have the pleafure to in- 
form you, that I never was 
better in my life, and as I 
have made up my mind on 
the folly of dying, to pleafe 
other people, I am refolved 
to live as long as I am able, 
for my own fake. 



To prevent your being 
at any unneceffary trouble 
and expence in future, on 
this fubjeft^ I have direfted 
my apothecary to give you 
a line, in cafe there fhould 
be any probability of a va- 
cancy. And am, your hum- 
ble fervam, 

A laughable ftory was 
circulated, during the ad- 
miniftration oJfthe old Duke 
of Newcaftle, and retailed 
to the public in various 
formi) ; thi$ nobleman with 
many good points, and de- 
fcribed by a popular co- 
temporary poet, as almoft 
eaten up by his zeal for 
the houfe of Hanover, wa^ 
remarkable for being pro- 
fufe of his promifes on all 
occafions, and valued him- 
felf particularly, on being 
able to anticipate the words 
or the wants of the various 
perfons who attended. his 
levees, before they uttered 
a word; thi3 weakneft 
fometimes led him into 
ridiculous miftakes and ab- 
furd embarraffments, but^ 
it was his tendency to lavifli 
promifes, which gave ocr 
cafion for the anecdote I 
am going to relate. 

At the eleQion of a cer- 

tain borough in Cornwall, 

where 
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where the minifterial and 
oppafition mterefts were 
almoft equally poifed, a 
fingle vote was of the high- 
eft importance ; this abj eft, 
the duke, by well - applied 
argumenis^ by the force of 
argent perleVerance, and 
perfonal application, at 
length attained, and the 
gentleman recommended by 
the treafury, gained his 
eleftion. 

In the warmth of grati- 
tude for fo fignal a triumph, 
and in a quarter, where the 
minifter had generally ex- 
perienced defeat and dif- 
. appointment, his Grace 
poured forth acknowledg- 
ments and promifes, with- 
out ceafing, o^n the fortu- 
nate pofTeffor of the cafting 
vote; called him his heft 
and deareft friend; proteft- 
ed that he fh^uld confider 
himfelf as for ever indebted 
to him; that he could ne- 
ver da enough for him; 
that he would ferve him by 
night or by day. 

The Comim voter, in 
the main, an honeft fellow, 
as things go^ and who wt)uld 
have thought himfelf al- 
ready fufficiently paid, but 
for uich a torrent of ack- 
nowledgments, thanked the 
duke for his iindnefs^ and 



told him " that the fuper- 
vifor of excife was old and 
infirm, and if he would 
have the goodnefs to rei 
commend his fon-in law to 
the commi'flioners, in cafe 
of the old man's death, he 
fhould think himfelf and 
his family bound to render 
Government every affift- 
ance in his power, on any 
future occaiion." 

" My dear friend, why 
do you afk for fuch a tri- 
fling employment ?" ex- 
claimed hiis Grace, '^ your 
relation fhall have it at a / 
word fpeakfng, the moment 
it is vacant." " But how 
fliall I get admitted toyou> 
my Lord ? for in London^* 
I underftand, it is a very . 
difficult bufmefs to get a 
fight of you great folks, 
though you are fo kind and 
complaifant to us in the 
country." " The inftant 
the man dies," replied the 
premier, ufed to, and pre- 
pared for the freedoms of 
a contefted eleftion, '^ the 1 
moment he dies, fet out 
poft hafte for London; 
drive direftly to my houfe, 
by night or day, fleeping or 
walking, dead or alive, 
thunder at the door ; I will 
leave word with my porter 
to fhew you up ftairs di- 
reftly, 
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reftly, and the employment 
ftiall be difpofed of accord- 
ing to your wiflies, without 
fail." 

The parties feparated } 
the duke drove to a friend's 
houfe in the neighbour- 
hood, where he was vifiting, 
without a wifh or a d^fign 
of feeing his new acquain- 
tance 'till that day feren 
years; but the memory of 
a Cornifh eleftor, not be- 
ing loaded with fuch a va- 
riety of objefts, was more 
retentive; the fupervifor 
died a few months after, 
and theminifterial partizan, 
relying on the word of a 
peer, was conveyed to 
London, by the rapid but, 
dangerous conveyance of 
a mail coach, and afcended 
the fteps of a large houfe, 
now divided into three, in 
LincolnVinn-ffields, at the 
corner of Great Queen- 
ftreet. 

The reader fhould be 
informed, that precifely at 
the moment when the ex- 
peftations of a confidera- 
ble party of a borough in 
Cornwall, were roufed by 
the death of a fupervifor, , 
no lefs a perfon than the 
King of Spain was expeft- 
ed hourly to depart; an 
event in which all Europe^ 



and Great Britain Was more 
particularly concerft^d; 

The DuK£ of Newcaftle, 
on the very night that the 
proprietor of the decifive 
vote was at his door, had 
fat up, anxioufly expelling 
difpatches from Madrid : 
wearied by official bu(inefi» 
and agitated fpirits, he re- 
tired to reft, having previ- 
o'ofly given particular inf^ 
ftrudions to his porter, no^ 
to go to bed, as he expeded 
every minute a meffenger^ 
with advices of the grealeft 
importance, and defired he 
might be {hewn up ftairs^ 
the moment of his arrival. 

His Grace was found 
afleep; for with a thoufand 
fingularities and abfurdi^^ 
ties, of which the rafcab 
about him did not forget 
to take advantage, his word 
enemies could not deny 
him the merit of good de- 
fign, that beft folace in a 
folitary hour; the porter, 
fettled for the night in his 
chair, had already com* 
menced a fonorous nap, 
when the vigorous arm of 
the Cornifh voter rouzed 
him effeflually from his 
flumbers. 

To his firfl queflion " Is 
the duke at home ?" the 
porter replied "yes, and 

in 
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in bed, but has left parti- 
cular orders that come when 
you will, you are to go up 
to him direaiy." " God 
for ever blefs him, a wor- 
thy and honeft gentleman'* 
cried our applier for the 
vacant poft, fmiling and 
nodding with approbation, 
at a prime minifter's fo 
accurately keeping his pro- 
mife; " how punftual his 
Grace is; I knew he would 
not deceive me ; let me 
hear no more of lords and 
dukes not keeping their 
words; I believe verily 
they are as honeft, and 
mean as well as other folks, 
but I can't always fay the 
fame of thofe who are about 
them ; " repeating thefe 
words as he afcended the 
(lairs, the burgefs of ******* 
was ulhered into the duke's 
bed-chamber. 

'• Is he dead ?" exclaimed 
his Grace, rubbing his eyes, 
and fcarcely awaked from 
dreaming of the King of 
Spain, " Is he dead?" 
** Yes, my Lord,** replied 
the eager expeftant, de- 
lighted to find that the 
eleftion promife, with all 
its circumftances, was fo 
frelh in the minifter's me- 
mory. " When did he 
die ?" «« The day before 

VouIV. 



yefterday, exaftly at half 
paftone o'clock, after being 
confined three weeks to his 
bed, and taking a power of 
doBors' fluff', and I hope 
your Grace will be as good 
as your word, and let my 
fon-in-law fucceed him." 

The duke, by this time 
perfeftly awake, was ftag- 
gered at the impoflibility 
of receiving intelligence 
from Madrid, in fo fliort a 
fpace of time^ and per- 
plexed at the abfurdity o£ 
a king's meffenger applying 
for his fon-in-law to fuc- 
ceed the King of Spain r 
*' Is the man drunk or mad? 
Where are your difpatch- 
es ?'^ exclaimed his Grace, 
haftily drawing back his 
curtam; when inftead of a 
royal courier, his eager 
eye recognized at the bed 
fide, the well-known coun- 
tenance of his friend in 
Cornwall,makinglow bows, 
with hat in hand, and " hop- 
ing my Lord would not 
forget the gracious promife 
he was fo good as to make, 
in favor of his fon-in-law, 
at the lafteleftion at ******* 

Vexed at fo untimely 
aMifturbance, and difap- 
pointed g f news from Spain, 
he frowned for a few fe- 
conds, but chagrin foon 
D gave 
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gave ^Wiy to mirth, at fo 
fingular and ridiculous a 
combination of apppfitc 
circumftances; yielding to 
the irritation, he funk on' 
the bed in a, violent fit 6f 
laughter, which like the 
electrical fluid, was eonv- 
municated in a moment to 
the attendants. 

This little narrative,which 
well told, and in the hands 
of a modern artift, would 
make no bad fcene in a 
modem farce; concludes, 
with an obfejvation, which 
Mr. Reeves would proba- 
bly condemn as democratic. 
** Although the Duke of 
Newcaftle could not place 
the relation of his old ac- 
quaintance on the throne 
of his Catholic Majefly, he 
advanced him tp a poll, 
not lefs hmorahle^ he made 
him an excifeman." 

ARCAGATHUS, a fur. 
geon of Rome, in the 
fixth century, from the 
foundation of that city; a 
man of diligence ana fa- 
gacity, who appears from 
the few memorials remain- 
ing, to have ftudied with 
zeal^, and to have pr aBiced 
with fuccefs. 

' But defpifing the preju* 
dicea of his {cllow-cttiTcns^. 



inattentive alike to httin^ 
and decorum, he differed 
animals alive, and tried a 
variety of experiments with 
fo much cruelty, and was- 
fo" inordinately attached to- 
the ufe of the knife,' and 
the aftual cautery, in his 
praftice, that he became ar 
marked man^ and obnox- 
ious to the people, whoy 
as is generally the cafe in 
fuch inftances, imitating 
the very crime for whic& 
they puniflied hhn, ftoned 
the anatomift to death. 

Modern times have not 
been without examples of 
demonftrators and ihdr ctt^ 
feniawfo jexpofin gthem fcl ves^^ 
to the rcfentments of tl>ofe, 
whofe feelings they had 
outraged; but it may be 
confidered as one of the 
varieties of human caprice, 
that a people fprung from 
a band of outlaws and rob- 
bers, who deduced theif 
origin from, and ftill con- 
tinued toj fupport them- 
felves by rape,* plunder, 
and fiibjugation, fhould 
thus in a fit of- felfilh com- 
paffion, facrifice a ufeful 
and meritorious individual, 
and forget in their fury, 
that the |)ains he toolc, 
and'the odmm he incurred, 
was in (earch of a fpecie« 

of 
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of IcBoVledgc;, from which 
his cotemporao'iri&s and their 
defcendants would proba- 
bly reap the raoft imjporunt 
advantages. 

We are not fuificient]^ 
^acquainted with that remote 
period, to know all tl^e 
circumftances of this ii«- 
propitious tranfaftion, biH 
we have ftrong reafons for 
concluding, that the influ- 
cuce of the priefthood and 
^he college of Augurs was 
|)aramount; that they re- 
garded with fufpicion and 
indignation, a bold adven- 
turer, who rafhly prefumed 
to int^jfere with matters, 
.whicb formed exclufively 
an important branch of 
their r^ligioAis and prophe- 
tic office, infpefting the 
vitals of animals, and de- 
.duciixg from them, under 
the direfiipn of the civil 
magiftrate, good .or bad 
x}mens, for or againft un- 
ikctaking any ^hl'ic £0- 
tcrprize. 

Axcagathus, like other 
»ien of genius, fci^ntific 
refearch, and fertile pr^Q- 
jeft, was probably deficient 
in cunning and worldly 
|)rudence ; he looked down 
with contempt on the fol- 
lies and abfurdities of the 
jCpmmon people ; and fcorn- 

D 
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ing in one jot or one tittle 
to accommodate himfelf to 
their idie notjojas, took PQ 
pains to conceal his fenti^* 
ments; he regarded, with 
a philofopher's eye, all 
aftibnx^ as alike indifferent, 
provided the end they had 
in yiew was good, a miftake 
whicji has'led fo many wor- 
thy and uleful charaSers 
to feclajfipn, unpopularity I 
and deilr.uSjiQn. 

His enemies taking ad- 
vantage of his grofs aegleft' 
of propriety and decorum, 
thus turned the infeniate 
fury of the mpb againft one 
of their grea.teft benefac- 
tors ; a fpecies of democra- 
tic fuicidc, not unfrequents 
thofe who nobly devote 
their time and talents to 
the public fervic€, fliould 
endeavour to communicate 
to the fterling bullion of 
real merit and goo4 dcfign, 
jthe mint-tpark of general 
^approbatiQo ^nd expedien- 
cy, to give jcurrency to the 
precipus i^ietals they polV 
fefs. 

Anatomifts, comparative 
anatomifts, furgeons, phy*- 
ficians, aixd a long tram of 
triers of experiments on 
animals, with air pumps, 
eledrical and other ma- 
chines, will alfo perufe this 
2 ihort 
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Oiort article with advan- 
tage, if it brings to their 
recoUeftion an incontro- 
vertible, and oft-repeated 
truth, but a truth which 
cannot be too often or too 
ftrongly inculcated; that 
animated nature was evi- 
dently given by our all- 
wife and bountiful Creator, 
for moderate ufe, and ra- 
tional enjoyment, but that 
nothing but fome very pal- 
pable and important advan- 
tage can authorize us to 
inBi6i agonies on a worm, 
or protraft the exiftence of 
any animal or reptile, in 
tortures ; a particular, in 
which, with all his excel- 
lencies, the late John Hun- 
ter was Ihamefufly guilty. 

In the inftance of Arca- 
gathus, the Roman people 
appear to have facrificed 
their interefts to their pre- 
judices, and in the honeft 
warmth of their feelings, 
to have forgotten, that it 
was for their comfort and 
welfare, that the philofo- 
pher trimmed his midnight 
lamp. 

AUBRICT, or Aubriot, 
Hugo, a native of 
Dijon, and provoft or may- 
or of Paris, in the reign of 
Charles tfie fifth; a ftern 



correftor of abufcs, hated 
and feared by the diffipated 
and the vicious, for his 
wholfome feverities. 

The members of the Uni- 
verlity of Paris, of that 
age, are defcribed as in- 
juring the rifing generation, 
by a total relaxation of 
difcipline, and corrupting 
them by a depraved exam- 
ple ; expelling, and other- 
wife punilhing the moft 
notorious and obftinate- of- 
fenders, reprimanding and 
admonifhing others; this 
excellent magiftrate, con- 
verted, a public nuifance, 
a noifome neft of indolence 
and profligacy, into a ufe- 
ful feminary of education, 
for which it was originally 
inftituted. 

The expelled members, 
their families, friends and 
conneQions, uniting with 
the numerous enemies, his 
vigorous conduft as a pub- 
lic funftipn^ry, had cre- 
ated, formed a ftrong party 
againft him; and it was dil- 
covered by the keen eye of 
malignity, or fabricated by 
pvenge, that he profeffed, 
or beJ^ieved, certain doc- 
trines, not exaftly con- 
formable to the orthodox 
opinions of the time and 
country in which he lived. 

He 
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He wias called before a tri- 
l^unal appointed for the 
purpofe, found guilty of 
Juaaifm ahd herefy, and if 
his oppreffors had not been 
fearful of exafperating the 
great body of the people, 
'who were warmly attached 
to their provoll, would 
inevitably have been burnt 
alive. 

He was difgraced, and 
committed to prifon; yet 
as a reformer and an in- 
jured man, his, defigns ap- 
pear to have been good, his 
zeal moderate, and his re- 
fehtment againft his perfe- 
cutors, not implacable ; 
during an infurreftion of 
the citizens of Paris, they 
releafed him from prifon, 
and would have facrificed 
the moft exalted perfons in 
church and ftate, had he 
chofen to influence their 
counfels, or direO: their 
vengeance ; prudently fe- 
cedihg from civil tumults, 
he repaired to a diftant 
province, paffing the re- 
mainder of his life in lite- 
rary retirement; and Hugo 
is one of the rare inftances 
of a retforraer, who did not 
perilh by the hands of the 
party, whofe grievances he 
ha^ redreffed, or by thofe 



whofe malverfation he h^d 
controuled. 

While mayor of Paris, 
he is faid to have laid the 
firft ftone of the ftate pri- 
fon, generally known by 
the name of the Baflille;; 
which execrated and over- 
thrown to its loweft foun- 
dations, by the Gallic re- 
publicans, as a ftrong hold 
of defpotifm, and the char- 
nel houfe of liberty and the 
human fpecies, though I 
know not why it was more 
fo than any other prifon of 
the French metropolis, was 
afterwards mentioned with 
tenderncfs and regret, by 
Mr. Burke, as one of the 
king's caftles. 

The enemies of the pro- 
voft meant to Ihew their 
hatred, but in faft pro- 
nounced an emphatic pa- 
negyric on him, by calling 
all who pretended to differ 
from commonly received 
notions, or wlo affeQed to 
be better or wifer than their 
neighbours, Hagonots; and 
it is worthy of remark, that 
after three centuries, the 
obnoxious term was applied 
to an oppreifed and exaf- 
perated feQ:, who profefTed 
opinions, and agitated fub- 
jefts, neither thought of, 

or 
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or known, at the remote 
period when Hugo lived, 

A UDIBLE APPLAUSE 
^^ in places of worftiip. 

Having, in a fornjef vo- 
lume, mentioned the Bi- 
Ihops Burnet and Sprat, an 
anecdote was related of 
their hc^e^'s humming ap- 
probation, which one of 
them received with com- 
placency; but occafion was 
taken to reprobate the prac- 
tice. 

Yet to applaud a favou- 
rite preacher, by voice as 
well as gefture, was fre- 
quently praSLiced at an 
early period in the Chrif- 
tian church. 

Vigilantius, though after- 
wards a backflider and a 
heretic, could not fiipprefs 
the raptures he felt on 
hearing St. Jerome ; he 
leaped fudderily from his 
feat, and applauded both 
l^ith hands and feet, ex- 
claiming at the fame time 
with a loud voice. Excels 
lent Father! Holy Manl 
Orthodox Divine ! 

It is ;alfo related on goo4 
authority, that when St. 
Chryfoftom delivered his 
fermons, it was common 
for the congregation to 



w^ave their handkercl^ieft 
and hats, and at a certain 
time they cried aloud^ 
" Thou art a Preacher fent 
from God, the ;Thirteenth 
Apoftle of Chria, the Glo- 
ry and Honor of the Prieft- 
hood." 

Gregory Nazianzen once 
boafted^ that his word« 
moved the people, as the 
waves of the fea are railed 
by the wind. 

The correQ: tafte of the 
prefent age has banilhe4 
this indecent cuftom from 
our churches ; if clapping 
yrere allowed, it would be 
unfair to forbid hiding, and 
thus the temple of the Al- 
mighty would be converted 
into a play-houfe, a beajr- 
garden, or a **'^** of 

AURICULAR CON- 
FESSION, ,a.prepof- 
terous corruption of the 
Catholic church; a venal 
fuperftrufture, impioufly 
attached to religion by 
avarice, ambition, or worl€ 
paffions, and obflinately 
defended by a friend, whom 
in other refpe£ls I admire 
for his candour and his 
, good fenfe ; he inGfts that 
it is authorized by and 
ftriaiy 
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ftfifttjr cdmfonant to the 
prafticc of the primitive 
cbilrch. 

Will he allow any weigJit 
to the opinions of St. Chry- 
foftom, St. Bafil, St. Hila- 
ry^ and St. AmbVofe ? doe* 
tne time in which they lived 
reach the acme of tradi- 
tional and primitive autho- 
rity ? I think he once whif- 
peredareluftantyes. Thefe 
venerable and worthy cha- 
Faders, with all their faults ; 
for when is, and when will 
nan be without faults? 
would have blufhed at the 
abfurdities attributed to 
them. 

1 ican ftrpport the follow- 
ing emphatic and explicit 
words, by parallel pafiages 
IVom each of them : *• Ac- 
cufe not thy felf unto others, 
biit reveal thy way unto 
the Lord, not with thy 
tongue but a contrite heart ; 
fo malt thou obtain mercy. 

^^ Let the judgment thou 
paffeft, and thy felf-con- 
demnation be without any 
witnefs; let God only 

SEE THEE confess: DifcO- 

ver not thy fins unto man, 
but to, the Lord of heaven 
and earth, who will not 
rejproach but heal ; who is 
thy God, thy phy fici^n, and 
thy friends 



" No man fhall fee or 
hear thee confefs; but in- 
wardly and with thy heatt 
fhalt thou pour forth figbs 
and tears to the Lord." 

AUGUSTUS CESAR^ 
or as Sir Willian* 
Jones always termed him^ 
Oftavian, for he never 
could patiently hear him 
called Auguftus; confider- 
ing it as a proftitution of 
that imperial epithet, to 
apply it to one, who . hi^ 
infifted was the wickedeft 
and meaneft of mankind. 

I am accufed by a friend- 
ly critic, " of fpeaking too 
favourably, in a former 
volume, of this Roman 
emperor, who proved him- 
felf, on many occafions, a 
perfidious and bloody ty* 
rant ;" yet I appeal to my 
readers, whether the ffioxt 
mention 1 made of him 
•was not fufficiently fevere; 
" Auguftus with all hiis 
apparent moderation, was 
of a difpofition cruel and 
unrelenting." 

I agree that Oftavian: 
was in many refpefts a 
rafcal, but he poffeffed in 
an extraordinary degree, 
coolnefs, judgment, and 
penetration, which he made 
a cover /or his rafcdity ; the 
times 
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times toor in which he lived, 
and the charafters by whom 
he was furrbunded, deferv- 
cd to be governed by a 
rafcal; the experiment of 
governing them by a plea- 
lant, fenlible, generous, o- 
pen-hearted, and 1 really 
believe well-meaning man, 
had been tried, and him 
they affaifinated; thofe who 
abufe lenity and modera- 
tion, cannot be furprized 
at, nor have they a right 
to complain of being ruled 
by a rod of iron. 

A prince of a more re- 
ferved and artful caft, but 
lefs fplcndid, fucceeded to 
Julius, and at length ob- 
tained abfolute power, by 
a cautious obferv^nce of 
the forms of the conftitu- 
tion, by a fyftem of diffi. 
mulation, and by many 
difhonorable arts, which 
ought never to be men- 
tioned without the ftrongeft 
difapprobation ; but a cha- 
rafter of a different texture 
^ould not have . wielded 
the fceptre an hour, in the 
peculiar circumftances in 
which he was placed. 

I admire the abilities, I 
}ament the fate of Cicero ; 
to have loved him who had 
taken up arms againft the 
diftator, and who fpoke 



in terms of the warmeli 
panegyric, of his murder- 
ers, would perhaps have 
been an exertion of virtue 
andforgivenefs, beyond the 
reach of a Pagan; to have 
emibraced the bitter and 
implantable enemy ot his 
family, would have been 
magnanimous and heroic > 
but the dliadem finds and 
leaves us men, with all the 
infirmities of our nature, 
it cannot, lire the crown 
OF THORNS, eradicate pride, 
revenge, ejivy and lelfifh- 
nefs from our hearts. 

Although I hope that I 
fllould not, in the circum- 
ftances of Auguftus, have 
imbrued my hands in the 
blood of the Roman orator, 
I certainly never could 
have trufted a man, who 
had betrayed fuch verfati^ 
lity of principle : I would 
have fentenced him, by a 
mild fpecies of banifhment, 
to Baice or to Tufculum, 
with his books, his family 
and his fortune untouched, 
or have difpatched him a 
fecond time to the diftant 
province of Cilicia, as an 
honorable exile. 

An exclamation honora- 
ble to two of his favorites, 
is faid to have burft forth 
from Auguftus, in the an- 
guifh 
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guilh of his doirieftic dif- 
trefles ; " If Maecenas and 
Agrippa had been living, 
thefe misfortunes would ne* 
ver have happened." 

BALZAC, a French wri- 
ter, in the early part 
of the feventeenth century, 
the friend of Voiture, the 
favorite and correfpondent 
of Cardinal Richlieu, the 
DukeD'Efpernon, and Car* 
dinal de la Villette; as a 
public agent of the laft, he 
refided at Rome in 1621, 
and part of the following 
year. 

As a letter-writer, he was 
in his day, very much ad- 
mired, and, what I can 
fcarcely believe, even in 
a Frenchman, is faid by 
an enemy, to have taken 
off his hat whenever his 
letters were mentioned. 

After making large al- 
lowances for conftitutional 
and national vanity, extra- 
vaganza, and the faux-bril- 
lant, equally natural to 
Balzac and Buonaparte, 
it cannot be denied that his 
letters contain niany fine 
turns and witty paCTages; 
yet notwithftanding the af- 
fertion of his preface-wri- 
ter, Motte Aigron, (Troyes 

Vol. IV. 



1634, 12™<>' excellent type) 
I am convinced, that the 
idea of publifhing was up- 

germoft in the thoughts of 
alzac, at the moment he 
wrote them; he is perpe- 
tually on the look-out for 
good things, and fometimes 
goes evidently out of his 
way, in fearch of them. 

They exhibit evident 
proofs of literary labour, 
arid the toil of invention, 
and are very different from 
letters which one friend 
writes to another, in the 
chit-chat eafy intercourfcL 
of familiar correfpondence; 
he echoes the court cant 
of that period, againft the 
Hugonots, and a piece of 
Jefuitifm, unworthy of a 
literary charafter, and un- 
pardonable in an honeft 
man, occurs in the fifteenth 
letter to the Duke D'J^fper- 
non, page 92, edition ut 
fupra. 

" The fall of Herefy is 
decreed by heaven, as cer- 
tain as the day of judg- 
ment, and to oppole its 
fuppreflion, is to refill the 
will of God. It cannot be 
very difficult for a great 
prince, to find or to make 
them guilty ; indeed every 
fpecies of deception is jul- 
E ^ tifiablc. 
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tifiable, if it ultimately tends 
to the everlafting happinefs 
of thofe we deceive. 

" Do we afk a madman, 
whether he chufes a ftrait 
waiftcoat? Would a fa- 
ther, who faw his fon fink- 
ing in a rapid ftream, fufFer 
him to be drowned, rather 
than drag him out by the 
hair of his head ?" 

A fentiment of Balzac's, 
which follows this doftrine, 
in the fame letter, will be 
its bed refutation; " No 
confideration can alter the 
nature of things; no cir- 
cumftance or fituation, can 
make that right, which is 
of itfelf bafe and unjuft." 

In his twentieth letter, 
written from Rome, to the 
Cardinal de la Villette, he 
acknowledges the receipt 
of a remittance, and after 
fome very extravagant ac- 
knowledgments, proceeds 
to inform ^his patron, how 
he fpends the cafti he fur- 
nifhes him with ; this little 
narrative is evidently writ- 
ten by a man, who under- 
ftood and valued luxuries 
he defcribes ; the defcrip- 
tion makes a modern au- 
thor, in his thatched cot- 
tage, or on a firft floor, 
look about him; but the 
lively Frenchman cannot 



(bpprefs the conceit and 
extravaganza, which I l^ve 
marked in Italics. 

*' In this broiling month 
(July) I make ufe of every 
precaution in my power, 
to guard againft heat; / 
fatigue four fervants with con-- 
Jlantly fanning my apartment; 
they raife wind enough to mxikc 
a tempefhuous fea. 

" My wine is plunged 
in fnow and ice, 'till the 
moment I drink it ; I pafs 
half my time in the cold 
bath, and divide the other 
half between an orange- 
grove, cooled by a refrefh- 
ing fountain, and my fofa ; 
I cannot crofs the ftreet 
without a coach. 

*' Other people are con- 
tent -with fmelling flowers; 
I have hit on the method 
ofeating and drinking them; 
I proteft that my chamber 
fmells ftronger of perfume 
than Arabia Felix, and I 
am fo lavifli of rofe water, 
and eflence of jeflamine, 
that / almofl fwim in it ; 
while others (kvour grofs 
and fubftantial food, I fub- 
fift almoft wholly on birds 
fed on fugar; jellies, and 
fruit, are my principal 
diet." 

The conclufion is a fe- 
vere fatire on himfelf or 

his 
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his patron, for paying a 
man fo extravagantly for 
being idle : ** Thefe are 
the whole of the fervices 
I perform, fuch are the 
duties of my office." 

His twenty - firft letter, 
written in the following 
December, may be confi- 
dered as a practical fermon 
on the laft ; it was written, 
during the pangs of a fe- 
vere nt of the gout, proba- 
bly produced by his luxu- 
rious indolence ; he com- 
pares this cruel difeafe^ to 
the wild beafts of Africa, 
and the monfters of the 
deep; and defcribing the 
weak ftate his complaint 
has reduced liim to, ob- 
ferves, " I am now become 
fo valiant and courageous, 
that if a troop of horfe 
purfued me, I would not 
riin away; and fo proud, 
that if the Pope vifited me, 
I fhould not wait on him 
to the door." 

Perfons better read in 
the hiftory of that period, 
than the editor, may per- 
haps be able to difcover 
who it is that Balzac d6- 
fcribes, in the following 
words: " The lovelieft 
princefs in Italy, is mar- 
ried, and doomed to pafs 
her days, and alas her 

E 



nights, with a monfter; a 
bull's neck, a face fo over- 
charged with blood, that 
you expeft him to fink 
down every moment in an 
apoplexy; teeth fo black, 
that it would be as eafy to 
'whiten an Ethiopian; anofe 
and a paunch, pf fp enor- 
mous a projeflion, that in 
addition to the moral im- 
pediments, they are almoft 
a phyfical bar to the tender 
paffion t there is not a part 
or a fpot in his whole 
frame, but what is altoge- 
ther offenfiye, obfcene, and 
intolerable ; in a word, he 
is an antidote to love ;" 
and his fuppofing it poffible 
for a pretty woihan to love 
him, is a fin againft nature 
and common fenfe. 

The following is a fhort 
fketch of fome eminent 
Italian Perfonage, at the 
Court of Rome, I fufpeft 
of the Pope himfelf, and 
is applicable to numbers 
at the prefent moment. 

*' There has not been fince 
the death of Nero, a prince 
who has made a better 
buffoon; he compofes ver- 
fes, fets them to mufic, 
recites Ariofto, and pofr 
feffes 'a correft tafte in 
painting, fculpture, and 
virtu, and is ikilful in 
2 every 
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every art, fcience, and 
trade, except his own; he 
has lately fettled a penfion 
of a thoufand crowns a 
year on an author, who has 
written a learned and ela- 
borate differtation to prove, 
that his generous patron 
is lineally defcended from 
Julius Caefar." 

I could almoft fwear, 
that the following defcrip- 
tion exifted only in the 
romantic imagination of 
Balzac ; it is not that there 
is any impoffibility in what 
he mentions, but it wants 
the internal evidence of 
matter of fa£l; his pension 
was regularly paid, and to 
write pleafant letters, was 
the only return he could 
make : there are reafons for 
which an Englifh reader 
muft pardon my quoting 
part of it in French. 

*^ I do not pretend to 
fay, my houfe is either fo 
elegant or fo coftly as Fon- 
tainbleau, but it has a 
charming wood behind it, 
which the folar ray cannot 
penetrate, and is admirably 
calculated for an invalid 
with weak eyes, or to make 
an prdinary woman pafs 
for tolerably handfome ; 
the trees, which are of a 
kind^ that they are foycred 



with foliage to their very 
roots, art crowded with turtle 
doves and pheafants ; where- 
ever I walk, I tread on 
tulips and anemonies^ which 
I have had planted among 
the other flowers, to prove 
that the French Jlrangers do 
not fuffer^ in a comparifon^ 
with their Italian Friends :" 
unlefs his olfaftory nerves 
had been ftrangely benum-r 
bed by the gout, I (hould 
guefs that the difgufting 
odour of the tulips, would 
have convinced him that 
he was not in Arabia Felix. 
^' II n'y a perfonne qui 
ne faffe Tamour librement; 
je vois de Therbe couche 
par terre a tous cotes, et 
des epics renverfez par lesf 
bercers et bergerefles; de 
quelque,part que je tourne 
en cette agredble folitude^ je 
trouve un riviere, qui dev-5 
roit avoir autant de repu- 
tation que le Tage, et dans 
laquelle les animaux qu^ 
vont boire voyent le ciel \ 
cette belle eau aime telle- 
ment ce petit pays, qu'ello 
fe divife en mille branches 
et fait un infinite d'ifles et 
de deftouf s, a Jin de s'ainth 
fer d'amntage: in the fame 
letter he obferves, that 
Monfieur de Thou would 
' have written better, had he 
written 
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written lefs; a refleftioiii 
which never prefented itfelf 
to roe, when perufing" the 
works of that excellent au- 
thor, and good man. 

Having occafion to men- 
tion, that a truce had taken 
place with the Hugonots, 
the loyalty and religious 
zeal of Balzac again hurft 
forth ; " I will not take the 
liberty to anticipate his 
Majefty's gracious inten- 
tions, but he may reft af- 
fured, that nothing can 
ever foften the difpofition, 
or change the nature of a 
Heretic ; however he may 
be flattered or foothed, and 
whatever he may fay or 
fwear, a Hugonot will al- 
ways be rebellious againft 
^ Catholic fovereign. 

*' From the firft rife of 
thefe dangerous opinions, 
to the prefent hour, they 
have always more or lefs 
defied the public authority, 
of whatever country they 
have lived in ; the caution- 
|iry towns have ever been 
the focus of fedition and 
rebellion ; let us only fup- 
pofe, for the fake of argu- 
ing, that the king's fubje£ls 
of the true religion were, in 
-^a fimilar way, to demand 
fortreffes and towns, and 
in proportion to their num- 



bers'; little more would 
remain for our mafter to 
reign over, but his palaces 
and royal demefnes. 

In his forty.fecond let- 
ter, written at Rome, du- 
ring the difturbances and 
intrigues which agitated the 
college of Cardinals, pre- 
vious to the eleftion qf 
Alexander Ludovifio, who 
afterwards affumed the title 
of Gregory the fifteenth, 
Balzac is fatirical, lively, 
and pleafant. " Liften, and 
I will relate ftrange things; 
one of the candidates for 
the triple crown, keeps in 
conftant pay, fix aftrolo- 
gers, to confult the ftars, 
on the probability of his 
fuccefs; another takes mo- 
ney of two parties, and 
coolly votes for a third; 
others are fuddenly affliO:- 
ed with the moft dangerous 
complaints, and can Icarce- 
ly rife from their chairs, in 
the hope of being chofen, 
on account of the proba- 
bility of another eleftion 
fpeedily taking place; it 
is often found, that a car- 
dinal, of a puny conftitu- 
tion, finking under age and 
infirmity, makes a robuft 
and long-lived Pope ; in a 
word, I fee on every fide, 
fineife, fraud, fimulation^ 

and 
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and diffimulation ; good 
faitK, moral purity, difm- 
tcreftcdncfs, and fimplicity 
of heart, are wholly ba- 
nifhed from the conclave.*' 

The forty-ninth letter is 
written to his miftrefs, du- 
ring a fevere illnefs, and 
under the irritating im- 
preffions of jealoufy ; he 
talks of the violence of his 
rage, till he fancies his rant 
is fublime : *' If my hand 
wielded but for one hour, 
the thunderbolt of Jove," 
fays this outrageous an4 
angry lover, " there fhould 
not a palace or a tower 
ftand entire, on the furface 
of the globe." 

The fifty-fecond letter is 
addrefled to a perfon, who 
appears to have made a 
fmall miftake ; to have 
taken a proftitute for a 
faint. 

" II faut que je vous de- 
trompez; fcavez done que 
la vieille que vous avez 
prife pour une fainte, a 
perdu tout fouvenir de fa 
virginite; la premiere fois 
qu'ellc fortit du logis elle 
treva fes gans et fon pu- 
cellage\ 

" Apres cela fa beaute 
fe formant avec Tage,* elle 
fut regarde des yeux de 
tout Italic, et vendit cin- 



quante fois a la cour, ce 
qu'elle avoit perdu a i'e- 
cole ; elle acquit par ex- 
perience grand fcience ea 
fon metier ; elle fcuit ; s'ii 
y a plus de goute a un 
circoncis qu'a un chretien ; 
elle connoit les appetites 
des Indiens et des Mofco- 
vites : apres avoir pratique 
foixante ans et n'ayant plus 
rien a perdre, elle veut 
vous faire croire qu'elle 
fe'reforme; elle fait fon 
poffible de corrompre^ la 
chaftete de chague'femme 
dans la ville; je la con- 
nois bien, elle eft auffi e- 
loignce de fa converfion, 
que de fa jeunefTe." 



" Un Italien appelloit 
bon ange, un diable qui 
avoit gueri fa fievre," caught 
my eye, in running over 
Balzac's book, but I can- 
not recolleft the letter, or 
on what occafion it is ap- 
plied. 

In his fiftieth letter, ad- 
drefled to a lady, who ap- 
pears to have aQed with 
becoming referve and pre- 
caution, he fays, " It is 
only lofing his time, that 
it would be as eafy to fet 
fire to ice, as to foften her 
rocky heart; that every 

hour 
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hour fhe lives, diminiflies 
her beauty, and ileal s a 
grace from her cheeks." 
She might have anfwered, 
** that there was the more 
rfeafon for her abftaining 
from any thing which would 
grieve her, to refleft on, 
when perfonal attraftions 
were vaniflied." 

Balzac proceeds to tell 
her that " he has lately 
been converfing with a 
ftranger, who has traverfed 
almoft every region of the 
globe, and furveyed the 
various wonders in the ani- 
mal, vegetable and mineral 
kingdoms; but among all 
the ftrange things he faw, 
he vows he never yet met 
with a pretty old woman :" 
he concludes with the com- 
mon-place epicurean doc- 
trine : " Take warning, 
therefore, Clorinda ; and 
if vou wifh to enjoy a 
no(egay, let it be gathered 
before the rofes are faded." 

Clorinda (hould inftantly 
have replied, " I am ready 
to accompany you into the 
flower - garden, whenever 
you pleafe; if you will 
previoufly take a certain 
ftep, which alone can pro- 
teflt me from guilt, infamy 
and want," 



Women, in fuch htua- 
tions, are too fgrupuloufly 
nice; were I a female of 
any tolerable attraftions, 
or the father of a family, 
with marriageable girls a- 
bout my houfe, I would 
have no equivocal dang- 
lers, with their horfes and 
fervants, eating my dinners, 
fwal'lowing my wine, waft- 
ing my hay and corn, talk- 
ing nonfenfe to my daugh- 
ters, and after all proteft- 
ing, that they were no more 
than common acquaintance, 
that they fhould feel them- 
felves extremely happy, if 
it was in their power to 
marry, &:c. cfec. 

I would not fuffer fo 
defpicable a farce to be 
afted one week under my 
roof; fpeak out, or depart, 
fhould be my motto ; I 
would not fubmit, for a 
moment, to that moft ab- 
jeO: ftate of vaffalage; and 
what man, of an indepen- 
dent mind, could or would 
confent, that a modern 
roaring, thrce-bottle man, 
Ihould have the run of his 
houfe, difturb his family, 
infult his children, and 
rifque their peace of mind, 
in the hope, that at fome 
diftant period, a worthlefs 
fellow. 
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fellow^ without conftitu- 
tion, fortune*, or fenfe, will 
condefcend to make the 
darling of a father's heart, 
raiferable for life. 



BARN ARD, Sir JOHN, 
a citizen of London, 
an honeft man, and mem- 
ber for that city in fix par- 
liaments. 

** He is the only man," 
faid Sir Robert Walpole, 
fpeaking of this worthy 
charafter, who was at the 
time Lord Mayor; " he 
is the only man in the houfe 
whom I find it difficult to 
anfwer or refute ; it is not 
that there is any remarkable 
depth, novelty, or acute- 
nefs, in his fpeeches, but 
fo much integrity and good 
defign appears in whatever 
he fays, that he interefts 
every one who hears him 
in his favor, and fecures 
the approbation of all par- 
ties. 

When Mr. ***** rifes in 
his place, we admire his 
eloquence and claffic lan- 
guage, but are convinced 
' that a penfion and a red 
ribbon is all he aiips at; 
when a certain gallant co- 
lonel addrefles the fpeaker, 
we expeft, and generally 
are gratified with fome fa- 



cetious and witty effufiort j 
a regiment of horfe, ot 
Pendennis cattle, would 
ftop his mouth in an inftant ; 
but, in the city magiftrate, 
we feel the preponderancy 
of excellent charafter, wc 
know to a certainty, that 
genuine patriotifm, and a 
wifh to render his country 
good fervice, is fhe main 
fpring of every aftion of 
his life:" 

Such was the voluntary 
unfolicited panegyric pro- 
nounced on the fubjefl of 
this article, in a confiden- 
tial converfation after din- 
ner, and related by one 
who heard it, to the editor 
of this colleftion; pro- 
nouncedtoo, by one who 
had often been coarfely 
attacked by the man he 
praifed ; a circumftance, 
which with all his faults, 
proves that the minifter was 
not deficient in greatnefs 
of mind, that he had his 
candid as well as ** his fo- 
cial hour." 

Sir John Barnard often 
valued himfelf for ftanding 
forth fingular and unfup- 
ported, in a juft oppofitiop 
to the majority or the mul- 
titude, when he thought 
that majority or that mul- 
titude was doing wrong; 
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B6 exhibited frequent in* 
fiances of this folitary per- 
tinacioufnefs, during fevc- 
ral periods of general infa- 
tuation; and it has been 
remarked by one of his co- 
temporaries, that in every 
inftance, fubfequent events 
proved\the juftice as well 
as policy of his conduft. 

Whilft h6' was firft ma- 
giftrate of the metropolis, 
a little place in his difpofal 
being vacant, many candi- 
dates applied, and for fome 
of them ftrong intereft was 
made : at a court of alder- 
men held foon after, a 
poor, friendlefs freeman 
prefented a petition for the 
poft in queftion, to which 
the Lord Mayor appointed 
him, without afking one 
queftion, or receiving a 
fingle recommendation in 
his favor; the old map, un- 
able to utter a word, re- 
tired with tears in his eyes, 
and a heart throbbing with 
gratitude. 

Sir John being aCked by 
one pt his afTociates, what 
fuperior merits the fuccefs- 
ful candidate poffeffed, re- 
plied as follows, without 
hefitation: " I guefl'ed that 
my manner of proceeding, 
in the prefent cafe, would 

Vol. IV. F 



excite your attention and 
furprize, yet after an ex- 
planation, I am inclined to 
think, that you will not 
only approve of what I 
have done^ but placed in 
my circumftances, would 
have afted precifely in the 
fame manner, 

" I never fpoke to the 
perfon whom I have ap- 
pointed, and am as entirely 
a ftranger to his fituation, 
and the circumftances of 
his life, as any gentleman 
in this court. (The curio^ 
Jity of the aldermen naturally 
increafedj But in my way 
to Clapham Common, to 
which I have gone for a 
little frefli air, every after- 
noon, for thefe laft eight 
and twenty years, my no- 
tice has been attracted by 
the fedentary diligence and 
unremitting attendance of 
the man, who fucceeds to 
the place, which I heartily 
wifti was ftiore profitable. 
*' It was at a little watch- 
maker's fliop, on London, 
bridge, (in thofe days a 
populous ftreet) that he firft 
caught my eye; and during 
the whole period I have 
fpecified, at my going out 
of town in the afternoon, 
and at my return in the 
morniug, 
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morning, he never was ab- 
fent from his poft and his 
CHipIoyment, a fingle day. 

'* I know nothing, as I 
have already obferved, of 
his finances, but the ap* 

Eearanee of his coat, and 
is grey locks indicate, that 
he IS neither very young 
nor very wealthy ; and he 
who for fo many years, has 
been inefFeaually diligent,. 
he who has toiled for fo 
long a period, without fe- 
curing tiic common com- 
forts of declining life, has. 
So my opinion, gentlemen, • 
a preferable claim, a de- 
mand which ought not to 
be refi fted,on the generofity 
as well as juftice of a com- 
mercial city, like ours." 

The tvorthy citizens not 
only agreed in opinion with 
their chief magiftrate, but 
uniting their contributions, 
made a handfome purfe, 
which they begged Sir John 
to prefent, in their name, 
tathemanhefojudicioufly 
patronized. 

Subfequent enquiries in- 
to the eharaftcr and cir- 
cumftances of the veteran 
mechanic, fullyjiiftifiedthe 
Lord Mayo'r*s determina- 
tion; it was a cale of ge- 
nuine, unmixed diftrcfs 
without a proba^bility or a 



poffibiiky of impofture car 
imprudence, thofe commoB 
drawbacks from the plea- 
fure, which would other- 
wife refult from relievijQi|{. 
the mmierousobjeds which 
Airround us ; arawbacks, 
fomerimes confidered by 
perfons, neither ill-difpofed 
nor unmeFciful, as fuiiici- 
ent reasons for turning a 
deaf ear and an averted 
eye, from t^e tales of mi» 
fcry and afflidron. 

In Feply to this harfli, 
but perhaps equitable the- 
ory, ii has been afked, " Is 
the man who has beggared 
himfelf by folly and vi<;c^ 
is he and his^ family to 
ftarve? I anfwer no; hU 
family, at leaft that part of 
it which was not diretHy qv 
indiredly inftrumentai in 
vanity, pride, ruin and riot^ 
I would comfort and fQOth>. 
the honeft and diligent man, 
overtaken by misfortunes, 
I would fupport with a 
generous hand, and occa- 
fionally fhare wi;h him thei 
humble luxuries of my ta^^ 
ble." 

But our jails will conti* 
nue everlaltingly crowded 
with profligates, pi underers^ 
bullies, gamblers, and def- 
peradioes, who defy the law, 
jvnd coavcrt a place of con- 
finement,, 



It»ietnent, into a 
"filthy iniquity, and petty 
fraud, 'till fome method is 
Slit on, of attaching appro- 
priate punifliment to flagi- 
;tious crime. The extra- 
vagant, undtttiful fon, the 
jonfeeling father, and the 
unfaithful huiband, who 
liave diffipated their for- 
tunes in profufion, crimi- 
fiat gratification, or by neg- 
ligence, fhould be fenten- 
ced to folitary imprifon- 
m^nt, coarfely cloathed, fed 
on bread and wa/ter, and 
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neft of impending dangers whic^ 



then threatened, and not- 
withftanding the glorious 
vi£lory of Lord Nelfon, 
are, in another fhape, (till 
hanging over us, 

BARROW, ISAAC, the 
fon of a citizen of 
London, and the nephew 
of a bifliop of St. Afaph, 
of the fame name, in the 
beginning of the feven* 
leenth century. 

He was firli fent to the 
Charter-houfe, where he 



kept to manual labour; if diftinguifked himfelf by 

After a few years, ihey gave fighting and idlendfs, and 

fufficient proof of jtr-ue re- is faid to have been feldom 

(>entance, and melioration without marks of the fifts 

of head as well as hear^t, of his aflbciates, or the 

they fhould be returned, rod of hi« mafter; at xhe 

Witn the produce of their end of two years, after ft*- 

hands, for inceflant occu- verity had been tried in 

pation (hould be their por- vain, he was fent home^ 

tion, they fhould be re- and hi^ father declared in 

turned to fociety and their the anguifh of parental dis- 

fathilies; in cafes like thefe, appointment^ " that if it 

the lettres de cachet, of pleafed God to take away 

the old French monarchy,' any of his children, he 



would be more ufeful to 
fociety, than ail the bel- 
lowings for liberty, rights 
of man, and emancipation, 
which for a few y^ars were 
roared fo loud, as not oply 
to deafen, but almoft to 
ftupify the fenfes of the 
(ountry, with refpc ift to the 

r 



humbly hoped it might be 
Ifaac.'* 

He was fent by the ad- 
vice of a friend, to a pri- 
vate fchool, ^ *^v gen- 
tlenefs, ad *nd 

r 
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lation were rouzed, he ap. 
plied to his books, made 
rapid advances in literary 
acquirements ; and the fame 
youth who had been all but 
expelled for incorrigible 
ftupidity, and whofe death 
had been almoft wifhed for 
by his family, became an 
ornament of our national 
church, and one of the beft 
mathematicians in Europe. 
During the ufurpation 
of Cromwell, Dr. Barrow 
fcorned to imitate the tem- 
porizing example of his 
Cambridge a{rociates,atTriw 
nity College, of which he 
was afterwards mafter ; and 
while many were difmiffed 
for contumacy, fuch was the 
preponderancy of talents, 
and fuch the efteem in 
which he was held, that 
whenever Dr. Hill, at that 
time, head of the houfe, 
met him, laying his hand 
on Barrow's head, he would 
fay; " Thou art a good 
lad, it is a pity tho^ art a 
Cavalier;" and when his 
loyalty burft forth on the 
commemoration of the gun- 
powder plot, and a motion 
was made for his expiilfioi), 
it was fet afide by Dr. HiU^ 
pbferving, " You know, 
gentlemen, Barrow is a bet- 
ter man than any of us." 



Being too proud to flat- 
ter, and too fincere to lie, 
he found that his political 
difiiculties increaled, and 
for the purpofe of diflipa- 
ting chagrin, or evading 
perfecution, he refolved to 
vifit foreign countries ; he 
pafled through France and 
Italy, vifiting and making 
fome flay at Paris and 
Rome ; and meeting with a 
friend of his father's, at 
Leghorn, who was a Tur- 
key merchant, he accom- 
panied him to Conftanti- 
nople. 

During his voyage, hi^ 
perfonal courage and in- 
trepidity, for which he hacj 
becndiftinguifhedatfchool, 
preferved his liberty, and 
probably his life ; the fhip 
in which he failed was at- 
tacked by an Algerine cor- 
fafr, who expefted to fiad 
them an eafy prey. 

The failors, who on the 
firft appearance of danger, 
were running to their quar- 
ters, were furprized to fee 
the little pale Englilhman, 
for Barrow was of a con- 
ftitution and form remar- 
kably delicate and flender, 
they were furprized to fee 
him with loaded piftols 

ftuck in a belt round his 

t)ody, and a drawn fwipr(}5 
iffuing 
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i^uing from the cabin, and 
exciting them by precept 
as well as example, to refill 
the marauders : he inftruc- 
ted them, in their own Ian- 
fftiage, in the means of de- 
fence, and to prove that 
fa^ could a£t as well as talk, 
obferving a barbarian en- 
deavouring to climb up the 
fide of the veffel, he dif 
charged a piftol at his head, 
and tumbled the villain 
headlong into the fea. 

Animated by fuch a 
leader, they vigoroufly and 
fucceisfully refitted the fa- 
vages, and after an engage- 
ment of feveral hours, and 
repeated efforts tp board, 
the difappointed Algerines 
retired from the combat ; 
on their arrival, the cap- 
tain of the merchantman 
publicly thanked Mr. Bar- 
TOW, before the Conful and 
a large company, for the 
prefervation of the fhip, 
and a valuable cargo. 

Alt the reftoration of 
JCing Charles the Second, 
he returned to Cambridge, 
and fucceeded Dr. Hill, as 
matter of Trinity College; 
in this pott, his condud: 
was difinteretted, confci- 
entioiis, and exemplary; 
he erazed the permiflion 
to marry, from the patent, 



with his own hand, becaufe 
he thought, it contrary to 
the ttatutes; he declined 
keeping a carriage, which 
had always been done for 
his predeceffors, at the ex- 
pence of the fociety; but 
did not long enjoy his 
fituatjon, dying at the age 
of forty-feyen. 

The abilities and worth 
of Dr. Barrow, and his 
fermons, which took one 
and fometimes two hour? 
in preaching, are known 
to general readers ; arid ho 
is mentioned in this place, 
merely to enforce a fenti- 
ment on the minds of pa- 
rents, and all perfons con^ 
cerned in, and interefted 
io the education of youth; 
the rod, though in manv 
cafes, a ufeful and indil- 
penfible article in a fchool, 
will not always fucceed ; in 
lads of a particular tempe- 
rament and conftitution, 
perfonal cgrreftion, long 
perfevered in, only ferves 
to exafperate malignant paf- 
fions, and ^confirm obdu- 
rate dullnefs ; with boys^ 
as well as their mothers^ the 
ftill fmall voice of rational 
fidmonition, will often be 
more efFeSual than the rat- 
tan, though na larger than a 
flan's thurrd?; there are in all 
fituations, 
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fituations, the'moUia tern- ' 
|rDra faudi; pride, cmula- 
ifion ind contempt will often 
^nfure fuccefs, when birch, 
4:oercion, and bard words 
have failed* 

BATE, Dr. pfcyfician to 
Oliver Cromwell, du- 
ring the ufurpation, and 
author of Elenchus niotv- 
um nuperorum in Anglia. 
• The following ftiort por- 
trait of the proteftor, drawn 
by Bate, caught my eye, 
in a late hafty pe^ufal of 
his book : 

" Egregius fimulandi dif- 
fimjulandique artifex, qui 
fublatis in coelum oculis, 
• dextraque peftori applica- 
|a, Dei nomen in^ocab^ 
lachrymabitur, precabitur, 
et aget paenitentiam, donee 
fub quinta cofta trajecerit 
ftlloquentem.** 

*'. A perfeft matter of 
all the arts of diffimulation, 
iwbo, turning up the whites 
of his eyes, din& feeking the 
Lord with pious geftures, 
will weep, pray, and aft 
the farce of penitence moft 
devoutly, 'till an opportu- 
ttity offers of dealing his 
dupe a knock-down blow 
nnder thejh&rt ribs.'' 

Dr. Bate alfo mentions a 
circumftancC) which I f:an 



fcarcely cr^dit^ that the 
malice of the enemies of 
King Charles the Firft, pur- 
fued him, after death, thai; 
they wiflicd to eftablifti and 
circulate an opinion, that 
the unhappy prince, at the 
time of his death, laboured 
under a difeafe, the off* 
fprin^ of unlawful love. . 

■ This calumny the phyfi- 
mn pofitively denies, and 
by perfonal attendance^ and 
ocular demonftration, when 
the royal corpfe was em- 
balmed, effcftually crufhed 
the meditated faliehood. 

Having mientioned the 
execution of the king, he 
obferves^ ^' poft^ea exente- 
randum tradunt medicaftro 
cuidam nebuloni, cui in 
mandatis erat fedulo inquie 
rere annon morbo aphrodifiaco 
laboraret^ unde capt^turi in- 
famise occafionem. 

" Verum id fceleris, in ovo 

Oppreffit, HONESTl PECTO- 
RIS MEDicus(Dr.Batehim- 
felfj qui corporis diffefti- 
Orii ingerens, reverentia et 
auftoritate diftinuit," 

It is not eafy to prove 
or invalidate the phyfick- 
an's affertions; yet dijlinuit 
is not exatlly the word a 
candid and impartial enqui> 
rer would have adopted. 

The " mdkajiro cuidam 
nebuhni'^ 
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mhtoni'' fo ungracioufly 
meotioned in the above 
quotation, was Tho. Trap- 
haai, furgeon - general to 
die parliatnentary army, 
who was ordered to embalm 
the king's body, and as is 
)Cuftomary on Inch occaii- 
ons, to replace and Tew the 
head to the trunk, which 
operation he is faid to have 
performed, not without ut- 
tering feveral coarfe jokes, 
and unfeeling expredions. 

The bafe and 'indeco- 
rous attempt mentioned by 
Bate, reminds me of a ne- 
farious attempt made,^ to 
fix an unnatural charge on 
Marie Antoine;tte^ the laft 
queen of France, and al- 
luded to by feveral execra? 
ble queftions, put to the 
unhappy princefs, during 
lier trial, with a defign of 
blafting her charadcr, as a 
queen, a mother, and a 
woman; fhe anfwered the 
infamous interrogatories^ 
with dignified firmnefs ; 
boldly appealing to every 
parent and every female 
prefent, to decide on the 
queilion ; which only ferv- 
ed to render thofe who put 
it, more generally deteiied 
and abhorred. 

It is to be lamented, that 
in civil wars, the cowtend* 



ing parties, not content witii 
deftroyin^ the bodies, ecr-' 
deavour, by every means, 
in their power, to villify^ 
traduce and blacken the 
charafters of each others 
a buiinefs, on which, com^ 
mon enemies are not always 
intent. 

Anthony Wood, who* 
with all his antiquarian re- 
fearch, and minute induf*-^ 
try, was too fond of catch- 
ing up and preferving idle 
rumours, relates, " that 
Bate ufed to boaft, that 
he had, by a well -timed 
dofe, haftened the deatl^ 
of Cromwell ;" it is not my 
buiinefs, nor am i able to 
contradift the Oxford hif- 
tprian, but internal evi- 
dence is ftrongly againft 
it. 

Charles the fecond, with 
ten thoufand vices, and a 
total absence of moral and 
political re£Utude, was by 
no means deficient in faga- 
city and common fenfe ; if 
he had not, during a good 
part of his life, been throwia 
off his guard, by an inor- 
dinate paffion for women, 
he would have been a craf- 
ty knave ; and however he 
might have profited from 
the enormous villainy of 
a dodor poifoning his pa- 
tients 



BEAUTIFUL WdMANf. 



4fi 

tient, he would never have, 
trufted his life in the hands 
of fo foul a murderer, for 
Bate was appointed his phy-» 
fician, after the reftoration ; 
it is evidently a calumny 
on the fame of the medical 
man, as well as the king./ 

BEAUTIFUL WO- 
MAN, a letter to 
one, copied from a refpec- 
table periodic publication. 

Dear Madam, 

AS you occupy a 
very handfome houfe, and 
are able to furnifh it in a 
proper manner, will you 
excufe a friend, who is 
anxious to give you a little 
advice on the fubjefl:. 

As your building is form- 
ed of the fineft ipaterials \ 
ever faw, it will (hew in a 
moment, any flaw or fpot, 
that may accidentally tar- 
nifti the furface; it is of a 
proper height, a well-pro- 
portioned fize, and built 
on a regular plan. 

On the top Hands a tur- 
* ret, of a globular form, 
with two chryftal windows 
in front ; thefe are fo con- 
ftruftea, as to. command 
an extenfive profpeft, and 
if always kept clean and 
bright, will prove of con- 
fiderable utility, as well as 



a great ornament ib tte 
houfe; I advife you not to 
look through them at every 
obj eft that paffes, and above 
all things, I would have 
you fliut them early at 
night, as many difagreea- 
ble circumftances happen 
from a negleft in this par- 
ticular; you may open them 
as early as you pleafe in 
the morning. 

On each' fide I difcover 
a fmall portal, to receive 
company; pray take care 
they do not always ftand 
open ; as you will be crowd- 
ed with vifitors, and per- 
haps with fome you may 
not like; let them never 
be fhut againft your wor- 
thy parents, a fincere friend^ 
or fupplicating diftrefs. 

I took notice of one gate 
in the front, at which all 
your company goes out; 
in general I recommend it 
to you, to keep it clofely 
barred, Jeft, fliould any bad 
chara£ters be feen forth- 
coming, you draw a fcan- 
dal on your refidence; if. 
at any time, on neceflary 
occafions, it (hould be o- 
pened, I would lay a ftrift 
injunSion of watchfulnefs 
on the two porters, who 
ftand as centinels, in live- 
ries of fcarlct, juft without 

the 
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the ivory palifade. Some taker, fitting out a funeral, 

ill-advifed people paint the and crowded with gloomy 

two pannels juft below the objefts, and woeful coun- 

windows, an example which tenances, nor like a lord 



I hope you will Ihun, rather 
than follow. This part of 
the edifice is fupported by 
a pillar of Corinthian mar- 
ble, whofe bafe is orna- 
mentedwithtwo femi-globes 
of alabafter, before which 
moft prudent people draw 
a curtain of needle-work ; 
a praftice, of late years 
ftrangely neglefted by fome 
who fhew an equal want of 



a 

mayor's ftate coach, be- 
dawbed with ""gilding and 
extravagant gaiety of co- 
louring; let it ne plain, 
neat, and always clean ; to 
convince die world, that 
you attend more to utility 
than ornament. 

You muft not be furpri- 
zed to find the tenement 
you inhabit, fubjeQ: to de- 
cay, time, accident; and 



policy, propriety, and good the elements efface beauty, 
tafte. ^ " 

Beneath is the great hall, 
in which I underftand you 
have a fmall clofet, of ex- 
quifite workmanfhip; this 
I fuppofe is the place of 
your fecret retirement, open 
to none but yourfelf, or 
fome faithful friend; take^ 
care always to keep it clean,' 
and furnifhed with a fmall, 
but well chofen library, of 
the befl praftical authors; 
enter it frequently, efpc- 
cially when you return from 
public worfhip, or from vi- 
iiting your friends. 

Avoid two oppofite er- 
rors, which the owners of 
many houfes fall into ; let 
not the outfide hall appear 
like the fhop of an under- 

Vou IV, 



and diminifh ftrength; du 
ring the little time you have 
already lived in it, repairs 
have been frequently want- 
ed; thefe you mufi confi- 
der as plain intimations, 
that the houfe itfelf, in a 
certain number of years, 
will fall; and like the bafe- 
lefs fabricofavilion, leave 
not a wreck behind. . 

If I recollefcl: right, yoa 
are only a tenant at will, 
and may be turned out, 
with or without warning; 
for that was the condition, 
on which it was let to you. 
Be always ready to go there- 
fore, at a moment's notice, 
and be particularly careful 
to keep the furniture in the 
globular turret, and the 
contents 
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contents of the little clofet, 
arranged in good order, 
that you may lay your 
hand on them, without per- 
plexity and confufion. It 
vill be in vain to attempt 
to do it, as fome have fan- 
cied they can, in the buttle 
and hurry of a fudden re- 
moval; a negleft of this 
important precaution, has 
proved an irreparable inju- 
ry to thoufands. 

Excufe this hafty cpiftle, 
and impute its defers to 
a. want of ability^ or of any 
thing but zeal for your 
welrare, in 

Your humble fervant. 

BISHOPRICS, thus 
claffcd by the late 
Mr. Grenville. 

'* Bilhoprics are of two 
kinds ; of bufinefs for men 
of learning and abilities; 
of eafe for men of family 
and fafhion." 
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LACK ASSIZE at 
Oxford, during the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth ; 
fo called from the circum- 
ftance of judges, jurymen, 
nobility, gentry, and the 
majority of the perfons pre- 
fent, to the amount of near 
three hundred, fickening 
and dying, within forty- 



eight hours after they left 
the court. 

Of the manner, in which 
thefe unfortunate individu- 
als were feized; the nature, 
progrefs, treatment, and 
technical defcription of 
their difeafe, it is not in 
my power to fpeak; thaugh 
to a medical reader, they 
would afford a fubj.eft of 
curious and ufeful invefti- 
gation. 

This deftruClive pefti- 
lence, which readers who 
do not on every occafion^ 
hunt out for myfterious 
caufes, would naturally at-^ 
tribute to malignant conta- 
gion, exafperated by the 
foetid exhalations and un* 
wholfome atmofphere of a 
crowded court, during three 
hot days in July ; this de- 
ftru£live malady was faid 
to be occafioned by noxi- 
ous effluvia, ifluing forth 
from the ground, but is 
attributed by Lord Veru- 
1am, to fome infectious dif- 
eafe brought out of the 
prifon; as^ Sir Robert Bell, 
the prefiding judge, and 
chief baron of the Exche- 
quer, frequently remarked 
a noifome offenfive fmell, 
and demanded from whence 
it proceeded, but could 
obtain no fatisfaftory an- 

fwer. 
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fwcr. This awful and trc- 
iqtendous vifitation is ac- 
counted for, in a fingular 
way, by a learned but cre- 
duloiis writer, ftrongly tinc- 
tured with the party viru- 
lence and fuperftiiion of 
that period : ** At this the 
Black Assize, Rowland 
Jenks, a Popifh recufant, 
was arraigned, and finally 
after a long trial, condemn- 
ed to die, for words fc- 
ditioufly and treafonably 
fpoken againft the queen's 
majefty. 

** Whilft the chief baron 
pronounced, in due form, 
and with acciiftomed fo- 
lemnity , fentence of the law 
on this offender, a peftilent 
vapour fuddenly arofe, fo 
as almoft to fmother the 
court; various were the 
conjectures concerning fo 
rude and filthy an annoy- 
ance, but all were diftant 
from the mark ; I am how- 
ever, enabled to affign the 
true caufe, on indifputable 
evidence. A rare and va- 
luable Inanufcript came ac- 
cidentally into my poffef- 
fion, colle6led by an an- 
tient gentleman, now of 
York, and an induftrious 
gatherer together of ftrange 
U£is^ who lived in Oxford 



at the time of this marveU 
ous calamity. 

** This curious obfervcr 
aflerts, that the aforefaid 
Rowland Jenks being fome* 
times permitted, by favor 
of the fheriff, who zuas fuf- 
peHed of kaning tatuards An* 
tichrijiy to walk at times^ 
abroad, accompanied by 
an under-jailor; on a cer- 
tain occafion, by fair wordt 
and well - timed prefents^ 
prevailed on his keeper, 
to call with him at an apo«> 
thecary's, to whom he pro- 
duced a recipe for com- 
pounding certain drugs, 
defiring to have it done 
with all convehient fpeed. 
" This perfon, on viewing 
the paper, replied, that the 
ingredients were coftly in 
price, powerful in efteft, 
and tedious in preparation; 
that previous to luch mif- 
chievous materials going 
forth, he muft be well al- 
fured, that they would not 
be applied to any unlawful 
purpofe, 

** The prilbner made an- 
fwer, that rats and other 
vermin had gnawed an^d 
otherwife defiled, the few 
books he had been indul- 

fred with, fince his impri- 
onment, and that the re- 
cipe 
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cipe in queftion, was for 
the purpofe of deftroying 
thefe animals. The apo- 
thecary defired to retire a 
few'minutes for confidera- 
tion, during which he- co- 
pied the formula, and fpee- 
dily coming back, return- 
ed it, faying that he would 
not, pn any account, be 
concerned in handling fuch 
dangerous weapons. 

" Each particular article 
of this ftrange commixture 
might have been imparted 
to the public, but they were 
of a nature fo horribly de- 
leterious, that I feared their 
falling into the bands of 
wicked and ill - defigning 
jnen : yet, it feems that 
Jenks did, in fome way or 
other, get his poifonous 
mcfs prepared; and againft 
the day of trial had made, 
infufed or intenyoven it 
intOy or with a cotton wick, 
which on being lighted, 
would burn like a can,dle. 

" The moment fentence 
was paffed, and he kne>ir 
that death was unavoidable, 
having provided himfelf 
with a tinder box and fteel, 
he lighted that infernal 
thread, which was .to de- 
termine the fate of fo many ; 
the difmal effefts which 
enisled, arc .upon record, 



and too well known to need 
repeating. Indeed, whoev- 
er, by chance or by defign, 
ihall be made acquainted 
with the materials it wa3 
compofed of, which I wifli 
may for ever be blotted 
out and forgotten, will ea- 
fily believe its virulent and 
venomous effefts." 

. This fingular account is 
evidently penned by a lov- 
er of the marvellous ; it 
will not bear the touch- 
ftone of criticifm or com- 
mon fenfe; and endeavour^ 
to go out of the road to 
account for that, which, as 
hath been before pbferved, 
might cafily, and frequent- 
ly does take place, as the 
common efFeft of peftilen^ 
tial infeftion. It may alfo 
be afked, how could the 
fuppofed perpetrator of the 
mifchief, prevent his fuffo- 
cating vapour from ailing, 
with equal fatality, on him- 
felf, his fello^y - prifoners, 
on wojmen and on children ; 
numbers of whom were in 
xourt, but none at all in- 
jured in life, heajth, or 
limb. 

It is alfo very improba- 
ble, that a prifoner at thb 
bar, who had juft received 
fentence of death, who w^s 
pf pourfe an objefi of ge- 
neral 
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neral obfervation, and from 
the fpirit of the tine^) of 
religious deteftatibn ; that 
he Ihould be able, without 
^ttrading notice and hin- 
drance, to ftrike a light, 
and fet fire to his wick; 
every perfon prefent muft 
have perceiv'd from whence 
the noxious fume arole ; 
nor would it have been ne- 
ceffary for the chief baron 
repeatedly to aik, as he 
/did, fcvjeral hours before 
Jenks was put on his trial, 
jrrom whence the very dif- 
agreeable fmell proceeded. 
The Popifh recuJ'ant per- 
haps might have performed 
the ta{kaflignedtohim,with 
greater eaie, had he been 
furnifhed with phofphorus 
piatches; that invention of 
modem fcience, which in 
the laft century, would have 
been accounted little lefs 
than magic or witchcraft; 
^n invention, by which the 
philofopherandthe chymift 
have wonderfully forward- 
ed the purpofes of noCtur- 
jial plunderers, and domef- 
pc aflafiins. 

BLACKMORE, Sir 
RICHARD, aphy- 
iician of repute in his day, 
^ confcientious difcharger 
of his duty, as a chriftian 



and a member of fociety; 
but notwithftandipg the e- 
laborate and contradi6lory 
obftinacy oT Dr. Jphnfon, 
an unfuccefsful ppet. 

For a ftiort anecdote of 
the city knight, lee an ar- 
ticle in thi§ volume, under 
the title of. What Books 
fhalllread? 

BOOKSELLERS, a 
clafs of men, pro- 
nounced by an eminent 
writer, the beft patrons of 
authors, the appropriate in. 
troducers of the produc- 
tipns of genius and tafte, 
to literary circles ; who, 
guided by thcfe purveyor? 
of literary food, are leve- 
rally provided, according 
to the appetites and digef- 
tive powers of various rea- 
ders. 

Such indeed is the fup- 
pofed dexterity of the 
TRADE, as they are empha- 
tically called, in deciding 
on the probable fuccefs of 
any publication, that it hath 
been accounted ralhnefs, 
little ftiort of madnefs, to 
venture on any undertaking 
in the republic of letters, 
without confulting and be- 
ing guided by thefe prime 
minifters of learning and 
fcience. 

Yet 
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Yet without denyiftg the 
tneritsiof a Richatdfon, a 
Bowyer, a Robert Dodfley, 
a Griffith, a NichoU, or a 
Patterfon, merits repeated- 
ly acknowledged in various 
parts of thi3 coUcSion; 
implicit confidence, and un- 
conditional fubmiffion may 
be carried too far; book- 
fellers are fubjeft to mental 
^,s well as corporal debility, 
like other men; it is not 
poffible they can properly 
judge of fcientific fubjefts, 
for which they have not 
been qualified by educa- 
tion, or decide on works 
of imagination or erudi- 
tion, if they do not them- 
felves poffels them. 

Thefe felf-evident pro- 
pofitions, if they required 
proof, might be confirmed 
by the literary annals ot 
the prefent century. Books 
which the trade exerted all 
their influence to circulate 
and render popular, are 
now forgotten, whilft many 
publications, which they fet 
their faces againft, and con- 
demned without reading, 
have paffed through repeat- 
ed editions. 

The very tralh, as fome 
of thefe gentkmen termed 
it, which my reader is now 
perufing, is alfo a cafe in 



point ; this j)Oor, this very 
poor c«dle3ion, excited a 
hoft of enemies; riot on 
account of it,s palpable de- 
fers in judgment, induftry, 
(kill and information, but 
becaufe it ventured to fhew 
its head, without a regular 
laying on of hands. It was 
cried down and abufed in 
Bond-ftreet and Piccadilly ; 
and damned by book, bell, 
and candle, by certain lite- 
rary tyrants ; it was in vain 
to afk for an excommuni- 
cated book at their fhops : 
^y I (hould be afraid to 
keep it in my houfe,'* was 
the reply to a perfon who 
enquired for it, a man re- 
markably tenacious of his 
own property, and notori- 
ous for invading that of 
other people. 

But the editor would be 
wanting in gratitude and 
juftice, if he did not ac- 
knowledge the impartial 
and equitable conduft of 
many refpeftable bookfel- 
lers, who entirely unknown 
to him and his book, pre- 
vious to its publication, 
kindly took by the hand, 
and occafionally introdu*' 
ced the ftranger to their 
friends; neither injuring it 
by undue panegyric, nor 
condemning it unread, they 

left 
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left the Common - Place 
Book to ftand or fall by its 
own merits. 

With thefc, and fcarce 
any other helps, the poor 
animal has contrived to 
keep its head above water, 
in fpite of perfonal enmity, 
felfilh jealoufy, the war, 
bad times, and a thoufand 
ills which authorfhip is heir 
to : the employment has 
foothed manygloomy hours, 
and redeemed many^ which 
would have been idly or 
mifchievojufly fpent ; it has 
amufed fome, perhaps in- 
ftru£led or amended others; 
in three inftances it incur- 
red the friendly correftion, 
and afterwards fccured the 
kind wiflies of men, whofe 
approbation the compiler 
confiders as an honorable 
compenfation for* his lite- 
rary labours, the pride and 
folace of his life. 

During a converfation, 
on the purchafe of books 
in manufcript, and by way 
of reply to a fiorid and 
declamatory inveQive, a- 
gainft the lelfifhnefs of the 
tradc^ a fortunate and me-^ 
ritorious bookfeller, who 
by making as well as felling 
books, has fecured a fplen- 
did fortune, took occalion 
to obferve, " that the con- 



fiderable fums paid for 
copy . rights, in modern 
times, had fufficiently ref- 
cued his fraternity from 
the cenfure of ihriftinefs 
and illiberality, fo often 
pronounced againft them 
by wits and wags ; that it 
would be eafier in the pre- 
fcnt day, to produce a lift 
of idle, half- bred, profli- 
gate authors, and fraudu- 
lent fcribblers, watching 
every opportunity to raife 
contributions on the pub- 
lic, and to take advantage 
of young bookfellers, than 
to fhew a well-authentica- 
ted inftance of one of the 
trade, who had behaved 
harfhly or ungeneroufly to 
a writer of real merit." 

There is truth in a good 
part of what the literary 
veteran obferved; yet, if 
confiderable fums have 
been given for manufcripts, 
it fhould n^t be forgotten, 
that the profits have been 
proportionately large ; if 
fix hundred pounds has 
been paid for a fingle vo- 
lume of fermons, or feven 
thoufand for' an hiftorical 

{)roduftion ; let it be recol- 
efted that the profits, in 
both inftances, have been 
at the rate of two thoufand 



per cent. 



The 
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The works ift (jueftiori, 
it is true, put an apparently 
handfome fum in the pock- 
ets of the writers; yet, if 
the time occupied in pre- 
' paring them, was fairly com- 
puted, as well as the mental 
toil and labour of applica- 
tion, the fums fpecified, 
would amount to little more 
than the weekly pay of a 
hackney writer; while the 
produhions I allude to, 
have placed the fortunate 
purchafer in fplendid in- 
dependence, and above the 
neceflity of commercial 
purfuits. 

After making fome al- 
lowance for the acute feel- 
ings of irritable and drfap- 
pointed authors, it cannot 
be denied, that a flinty 
bookfeller, a ********* or 
^ ******* fometimes oc- 
curs; yet after all hath been 
faid, the bufinefs of pur- 
chafing copy - rights is a 
lottery;. while a lucky hit 
occafionally enriches one 
man, hundreds of ill-fated 
produQions drop ftill-born, 
from the prd'fs, unnoticed, 
and worth only what the 
trunk -maker and paftry- 
cook will give for them ; 
in this, as in other trades, 
the living muft pay for the 
dead, the rich for the poor^ 



the pirofitable for the uir- 
produftive, the interefting 
and the ufeful, for the 
ftupid, the unmeaning, the 
fuperficial, and the unedi- 
fying. 

BOURBON, NICHO. 
LAS, a native of the 
village of Vandoeuvre, near 
Troyes, in Champain ; a 
prieft, and tutor to one of 
the children of a prince of 
the blood, during the reign 
of Francis the firft. King 
of France. 

Bourbon was the friend 
and correfpondent of Eraf- 
mus, in his declining years, 
andofScaliger;andpubli{h- 
ed in 1538, a duodecimo vo- 
lume of latin poetry, whiclv 
with affeQed, rather than 
real humility, he called tri- 
fles, (Nugae Borbonii) as 
he frequently lapfes into 
the indecorum of vain boaft- 
ing and felf-panegyric, in 
various parts of the book. 

He appears to have had 
Martial, the Greek epi- 
grammatifts, and his coun- 
tryman, Clement Marot, 
evidently on his table ; the 
greater part of his pieces 
are fliort, dLudfome of them 
have point ; they are fati- 
rical, religious, moral, and 
amorousj fometimes culpa- 
bly 
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bly irfdelicate ; a tendency 
pfre;n remarked in literary 
and religious enthufiafts • 
the loves, the graces, and 
the charms of his miftrcfs 
Rubella, occafionally 
tempt the poet to a warmth 
of expreffion and luxuri- 
ancy of defcription, incon- 
fiftent with the charaSer of 
a divine ; I obferve that 
Jed and cur arc {\ic\tfet and 
qvur^ through the whole of 
his book; fomc connoiffeur 
has, I fear, been bufy with 
the copy before me, as the 
title page and a head appear 
to have been colleHed from 
it. 

Though attached to a 
court, thought partial to 
literature, and not defici- 
ent in the ufual methods 
of addreffing the great, he 
"frequently boa/is of not pof- 
feffing, nor of.being anxious 
to poflefs, the gifts of for- 
tune; a mode of afting, 
which fome writers have 
found, the fureft way of 
procuring them ; this pur- 
pofe in his cafe, was not 
accomplifhed, and he was 
at laft induced, by difap- 
pointment, or a love of li- 
terary leifure, to retire to 
a fmall benefice, near Con- 
de, which with the addition 
of his father's property. 

Vol. IV. 



divided between him and 
his brothers, he found 
adequate to the wifhes 
and wants of a moderate 
man. 

If the real charafter of 
an author can be judged oF 
from his works, Bourbon 
appears to have been a 
pleafant, pafy, fociable man, 
of decent reading and learn- 
ing, for the age in which 
he lived; who enjoyed the 
company of, and was ca- 
relfcd by, perfons of his 
own level, and engaged in 
fimilar purfuits; he feldom 
exhibits extraordinary vi- 
gor of mind, or depth of 
thought, and excels in giv- 
ing a new turn to, and 
fomctimes improving the 
thoughts of others, rather 
than inventing or thinjcing 
for himfelf. 

Trotting leifurely along 
the literary path of private 
life, on a manag^eable Pe- 
gafus, and occafionally ga- 
thering a flower, without 
giving himfelf the trouble 
to mend his pace, to climb 
precipices, or defcend into 
caverns ; apparently con- 
tented with mediocrity, and 
not indulging, perhaps not 
capable of eccentric flights, 
he is feldom energetic, and 
not often infipid. 
H His 
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His trifles, as was then 
the cuftom, are preceded 
by ttiarty poetical compli- 
iiients from his friends ; 
having vifited England, he 
frequently mentions Lati- 
mer, Carey, Harvey, Sa- 
ville, Norris^ and Dudley, 
names long familiat to an 
Englifh reader; and ad- 
dreffes one of the introduc- 
tory letters prefixed to each 
book of the Nugae, to Wil- 
liam Botton, abbot of Weft- 
minfter, at whofe table the 
p6et had often been receiv- 
ed with luxurious hofpita- 
lity : he fpeaks with plea 
fure, of the many agreea- 
ble hours he had pafled 
with his London friends, 
in the gardens of Archbi- 
fliop Cranmer, at Lambeth. 

Bourbon defires his friend 
to tell Dr. Butts, the king's 
phyfician, that his old pa- 
tient, a favorite fervant of 
the poet's, continues well, 
but boafts how cleverly he 
had deceived the meaical 
man, who had ordered him 
to live on a low diet ; this 
mode of treatment the 
French valet fancied did 
not agree with his conftitu- 
tion, and he was perfuaded 
by Mr. Butts, without his 
father's knowledge, to try 
the doftor's wine; a few 



flafks of which, proved 
more eflFeflual than all his 
prefcriptions, and foon re-' * 
flored him to health. 

He hopes the Abbot ha» 
quitted his flannel, his 
crutches, and gouty flioe ; 
fpeaks with gratitude, of a 
mafly filver tankard, given 
to him by the ecclefiaftic, 
and ferioufly or ironically 
laments, that a man pof- 
fefling fo handfonie a piece 
of plate, fliould not always 
be able to fill it with ex- 
cellent wine- < 

He pleads warmly, in his 
letters, as well as in other 
parts of his book, in favor 
of an innocent laugh, and 
has no mercy on thofe hy- 
pocrites, who cry out a- 
gainfl: harmlefs merriment, 
as a deadly fin, and difguife 
under a morofe or demure 
exterior, evil difpofitions, 
and an unfeeling heart. 

There occurs in his col- 
leftion, a fingular farcaftid 
epigram, half Greek and 
half Latin, on our unfor- 
tunate and learned coun- 
tryman. Sir Thomas More, 
with whom he had been 
formerly acquainted. 

At fo diftant a period, it 
is not eafy to account for 
his enmity againft the chan- 
cellorj and for his infulting 

the 
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the memory of a man, in 
every refpeft his fupcrior, 
and no longer able to de- 
fend himfelf; a man, who 
^vhaLt^ver may have been 
his errors, as an intolerant 
Catholic, poffeffed a con- 
fiderable poi:tion of good 
fenfe, and learning, and 
died a martyr to fincerity, 
and the confcious pride of 
unbending integrity, which 
fcorned to make any com- 
promife with the libidinous 
defpotifm of the worthlefs 
Henry the eighth, who^ 
having broken the fetters 
of Popifh tyranny, was 
defirous of veiling all its 
powers in himfelf, and of 
exercifing them with unre- 
lenting barbarity. 

I obferve in Sir Thomas 
More's works, a Latin epi- 
grani, in which he (harply 
inveighs againft the preva- 
lent fafhion of his day, to 
imitate the French in every 
thing ; if we may be per- 
mitted to hazard a conjec- 
ture on the fubjeO:, the 
national vanity of Bourbon 
was wouncjed, and his re- 
fentment excited by the 
contemptuous afperity with 
which Sir Thomas More 
had treated his country. 

I have feen an epigram 
of Bourbon's, on a mother 

H 



who fpoilt her child, by 
over-indulgence, thus done 
into En glim. 

Forbear Cspcilia, fondly to 

deftroy. 
By cruel kindnefs, thy once 

hopeful boy ; 
Free with his fchool-mates 

let him run his race, 
While the keen north wind 

purples all his face ; 
In froft and fnow unfettered 

let him roam, 
Not like a lap-dog, pafs his 

life at home. 
Say, will he thus his fa- 

ther's footfteps tread, 
In eafe and idlenefs igno- 
bly bred, 
Thou wprft of mother^ ? 

thus in deferts.wild, 
The ape will fondle,fqueezc 

and kill her child. . 

It was the opinion of a 
late able critic and biogra- 
pher, that didaftic poems, 
in which the mechanic arts 
are minutely defcribed, and 
the proceffes of manufac- 
ture detailed, are wholly 
unfuitable tp the genius 
and dignity of poetry 5 Ni- 
cholas Bourbon made the 
experiment, whether he has 
fucceeded I will not fay; it 
is however a curious piece. 

His father was either a 
blackfmi th, a dealer in iron , 
3 or 
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or an iron - founder, who 
employed men in digging 
the ore from the earth, and 
rendering it malleable and 
ufeful, by fire ; for in the 
loofe and figurative lan- 

fuage of a poem of four 
undred lines, I find it dif- 
ficult precifely to afcertain, 
which of thefe occupations 
he followed; perhaps the 
writer was of opinion that 
die obfcure cloud of claffi- 
cal ambiguity, would com- 
municate a dignity to his 
fubjeft, on the principle 
df, omne ignotum pro mag- 
nifico; as the Romans de- 
duced the origin of their 
heroes from fome remote 
heathen god of antiquity, 
conveniently invelopcd in 
a cloud of obfcure mytho- 
logy. 

No lefs a perfon than 
Vulcan appears to the poet 
in a morning vifion, and 
reproaches him with being 
forgetful of that paternal 
art, to- which he and his 
brothers were indebted for 
the bleffing of a religious 
and liberal education ; he 
accufes him of wanting af- 
feftion and gratitude, and 
alks how he can fo eafily 
forget his native fpot. 
^* Unde tibi hsec nemorum 
oblivio 



Infelix, patrii quur non re- 

minifceris agri ? 
Pontes et rivos per amaena 

vireta fluentes, 
Quoeque homines mage mi- 

rantur quam Theffala 

Tempe." . 

Vulcan threatens Bour- 
bon with fignal vengeance, 
if he does not immediately 
proceed to immortalize the 
occupation of his parent; 
thefe warnings were given 
three times before Nicholas 
obeyed them; he at laft 
commences with the ufual 
invocation, and introduces 
his father condufting his 
workmen to a wood, near 
Vandoeuvre, (which he calls 
Vandali-opera, and infifts, 
was, originally, a colony 
planted by the Vandals) for 
the purpofe of procuring 
wood, to make charcoal ; 
he obferves, all forts are 
proper but oak, larch and 
box; the wood re-echoes 
with the voices and ftrokes 
of the workmen; theprocefs 
of making charcoal, which 
requires a week's burning, 
and if I underftand right, 
the bufinefs of fmelting the 
ore are defcribed, and the 
poem concludes with the 
feaftings, caroufals, and re- 
joicings of the affiftants, 

and 
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and the happy life they marks on one of the hind 
lead, legs. 

BUILDING, a rage for, 
confiderably Ramped 
by the' prefent, and moll 
other wars; yet in a parifh, 
where the empty houfes are 
more numerous than thofe 
which are occupied; a har- 
dy adventurer, of ftronger 
nerves, or poffefling a deep- 
er purfe than his former 
affociates, ftill heroically 
pcrfeveres in running up 
Ihells or (keletons of houfes, 
the materials or workman- 
fhip of which are fo very 
flight, that fome of them 
have aftually fallen down, 
before the oppofite tene- 
ments were finiflied. 

Provoked at this impru- 
dent man's lately boafting^ 
how much ground he had 
covered, I could not help 
applying to him, certain 
'verfes of the ingenious'au- 
tlior of the Bath Guide ; a 
production, which has cre- 
ated a hearty laugh in moft 
of my readers. 

The lines I fpeak of, 
were addreffed to certain 
neighbours of the poet, 
unhappily for themfelves 
and families, infefted with 
the fatal difeafe, which is 
the fubjeft of thig article, 

and 



BOWER, ARCHI- 
BALD, author of 
a Hiftory of the Popes, and 
difpatched in a few words,, 
to everlafting infamy, by 
a modern writer, 

" Bower was a rogue 
unmafked, who during a 
period of twenty year^, en- 
joyed public favor, becaufe 
he profefTed to quit a reli- 
gion, to which he ftill fe- 
cretly adhered, and becaufe 
he had been counfellor of 
the inquifition at Macerata, 
where an inquifition never 
exifted ! ! ! 

BRONZE, WOLF. Js 
this claffical, and I 
believe moft antient reli6l 
of remote times, among the 
fpoils of our Gallic repub- 
licans ? 

It is mentioned by Di- 
onyfius Halicarnaflius, as 
' ftanding in the temple of 
Romulus, at the foot of the 
Palatine hill, and Cicero, 
in his fecond book, De 
Divinatione, fays it was 
ftruck with thunder, in the 
confulftiip of Julius Caefar 
and Bibulus, of which an 
Englifli traveller, a few 
years fince, fays hefaw the 
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and for which a palliative 
remedy, adminiftered by the 
Lord Chancellor, was foon 
^fter made ufe of. 

It Ibould be premifed, 
that thefe wholefale dealers 
in brick and mortar, had 
previoufly offended the 
man of rhyme, by throwing 
out fome awkward projec- 
tion, or by erefting ftreets, 
ncverto be inhabited, which 
blocked up a favorite prof- 
peft from his windows or 
garden; but Mr. Anftie 
Iball fpeak for himfelf. 

Ye men of Bath, who {late- 
ly buildings rear. 

In hope of tenants from 
the Lord knows where, 

Accept advice, in which 
you cannot fail, 

Ereft a madhoufe, and en- 
large your jail. 

BULL'S BLOOD, a 
vital fluid, repeatedly 
defcribed as poifonous, by 
feveral antient writers; yet 
modern experiments, and 
common ufage, by no means 
authorife us to fufpeft it of 
being deleterious, or at all 
injurious in its effeQs^. 

This fubjeft, many years 
ago proposed to the confi- 
dcration of antiquarians, 
by a venerable and learned 



clergyman, of whom the 
literary world hath been 
lately deprived (Mr. Pegge) 
was a few months lince dif- 
cuflfed in a company, where 
the editor of this colleftion 
wifhes he was oftener ad- 
mitted; his readers as well 
as himfelf would reap con- 
fiderable benefit. 

Of the different perfons 
recorded in hiftory, as hav*. 
ing died in confequence of 
drinking the blooa of bulls, 
Hannibal andThemiftocles 
are the moft celebrated; 
the fafls relating to them 
clearly ftated, and authen-" 
ticatcd by the moft refpec- 
table evidence. 

Much learned, induftry 
hath been djfplayed in en- 
deavouring to prove that 
the latter was carried off 
by difeafe, but the words 
of an hiftorian, whofe ve- 
racity has never been cal- 
led m queftion, and who 
appears to have compiled 
from good materials, are 
circumftantial, unequivo- 
cal and decifive : '^ The- 
miftocles autem patera ex- 
ceptum, tauri fanguinem 
haufit, et ante aram quafi 
vi8imaconcidit;"yet Pliny 
relates, that the priefts at 
iEgira, previous to pro- 
nouncing their oracular 
decrees^ 



BURIAL OF 

decrees, 4^ank of bull's 
blood. . I 

To reconcile thefe diffi- 
culties, it hath been fug- 
gcited by a modern writer, 
that there was probably 
feme vegetable or mineral 
fubftance of a poifonous 
nature, to which this, ap- 
pellation was given; as 
apothecaries keep a gum 
in their fhops, under the 
denomination of dragon's 
blood; but exprefs mention 
being made in two writers, 
of the blood being frelh 
drawn, and in another of 
its being received warm in 
the difh, renders this fup- 
pofitiou inadmiffiblc. 

If the accounts in the 
inftances recorded, be not 
wholly fabulous, as an au- 
thor eminent for doubting 
confiders them to be ; I 
am inclined to think, that 
the taurine fluid, was the 
vehicle of, rather than the 
poifon itfclf, and that the 
deadly ingredient, wa^ ei- 
ther niixed with it, or pre- 
vioufly infufed in the cup 
from which it was drank ; 
a method attended with this 
advantage in the ages of 
barbaric cruelty and Pagan 
fuperftition; the prieftmight 
bpaft, and boaft with truth 
to the people ; ^^ You may 
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give the blood of bulls to 
whom you pleafe, and it is 
inaftive and harmlefs ; but 
the abominable wretch who 
hath offended the immor- 
tal Gods, and againft whom 
I have once pronounced 
religious maledictions, to 
him it ihall be certaia 
death/' 

In thefe fhocking inftan- 
ces, and what can be more 
(hocking than to make re- 
ligion fubfervient to ma- 
lignant paffiohs ? it anfwer'd 
the purpofe of gratifying 
perfonal revenge, and re- 
moving fome audacious uu- 
believer; while the credit 
of the prieft for fuperna- 
tural communication, was 
confirmed by apparently 
undeniable evidence. 

BURIAL OF THE 
DEAD; in cities, 
churches and church-yards^ 
in the heart of large, po- 
pulous, and manufatluring 
towns; an impure and nox- 
ious cuftom, ftriftly pro- 
hibited at Rome by the law 
of the Twelve Tables, firft 
fuggefted by fuperftition., 
and fmce encouraged by 
avarice and vanity, in mo- 
dern Europe. 

Yet the primitive church 
had the good fenfe and ho. 

nefty 
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nefly to prohibit it in any 
town or village for upwards 
of three hundred years after 
Chrift ; and near ten cen- 
turies Had elapfed before 
the prepofterous praftice 
was fubmitted to, of in- 
fixing the fpot, where we 
affemble to worfliip our 
creator, with unwholfome 
and putrid effluvia. 

If wives, hufbands and 
parents, think they fhould 
be deficient in external mdnks 
of pofthumous attachment 
to deceafed relations, if 
they did not depofit their 
remains in or near edifices 
which the furvivors often 
frequent, they fhould prder 
the coffin and grave to be 
filled with unflaked lime, 
or adopt the claffical, pure, 
and elegant mode of re- 
ducing the corpfe to afhes, 
previous to interment; they 
would by this method ef- 
feftually prevent the inde- 
corous outrage of the re- 
farrcftion-man, and clofe 
one great avenue to difeafe, 

I apprehend that the in- 
habitants of any parifh, as- 
sembling in veftry, the or- 
dinary and diocefan not ob- 
jefting, are fully amho- 
rifed to purchafe a piece of 
land, properly Jituated^ for a 
burying-grovind^ and that 



the clergyman might be 
prevailed on without diffi- 
culty to add the field round 
the church to his glebe; 
witTi this efpecial provifo, 
that it fhall never be fed; 
as I have often feen with 
regret and refentment, the 
reftor's horfes and cpws de- 
filing the tombs of my fore- 
fathers, and {tumbling over 
their venerable remains; 
whilfl that incorrigible fot 
the fexton, whom my fin- 
gers itch to horfewhip, up 
to his chin in human mould, 
and inveloped in the fumes 
of gin and tobacco, was 
humming fome vulgar dit- 
ty, or battering the bones 
of my anceflors. 

It is not my with to ter- 
rify and drive my readers 
out of church, by produ- 
cing repeated and well au- 
thenticated inflances of the 
fatal eflFefts of fubterrane- 
ous vapour, rendered ftill 
more mifchievous by putrid 
miafmata : a French phyfi- 
cian of repute was fo ear- 
neft in his oppofition to 
the common mode of bu- 
rial, during his life, and 
fo convinced of its evil 
tendency, that he left di- 
reQions to his executors to 
be interred in an open fpace 
a few miles from Paris ; 

and 
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'und Unlefs it hath been- I have heard feveral 



lately removed, there is at 
the prefent moment a mo- 
nument in the garden of a 
gentleman, in the county of 
Stafford, -with an infcrip- 
tion to the following efeeft; 
*^ that it was his particular 
defire to be buried rather' 
in his garden, than in a 
church or church -yard, left 
he whcThad by evefy means 
in his power, ftudied to 
promote the health and 
welfare of mankind, while 
alive, fhould when dead, 
provejnjurious to his fur- 
vivors^ and defile the houfe 

of God." 

■>■■ 

1 T>URTON, ROBERT, 
J3 or as he chofe rather to 
be called, Siccording to the 
falhionable whim of his 
day, Democntus, Junior; 
a native of Leicefterfliire, 
in the year 15^6, and a 
ftudeht of Mecton college, 
where Dr. Bancroft^ after- 

* wards an archbiftiop, was 
his tutor. > 

Within thefe laft twenty 

J^ears, the attention of the 
iterary world has been 
called no Burton,' by the 
liberal praije which Dr. 
Johnfon chofe to beftow 
on his "Anatomy of Me- 
lancholy." ", 
VolMV. 



friends lament, that not- 
withftanding all their ef- 
forts, they had not been 
able to procure a copy of 
this eccentric production ; 
thus excited, I attempted 
to read the book, which to 
a modern reader, of com- 
mon tafte and difcernment, 
who has been taught to 
expeQ: perfpicuity, and no- 
velty of thought or of ar- 
rangement, and if he does 
not meet with folidity of 
refleSion, to be compen- 
fated for the abfence of it 
by livelinefs, variety, and 
rapid tranfition ; to fuch a 
reader I fear the work of 
Burton, with all his erudi- 
tion, and all hi3 induftry, 
will prove a verv dull 
book; it will beproduftive 
*of unrewarded toil, and 
difappointed expectations ; 
difguftedwith crude fancies 
and verbofe pedantry, un- 
ceafing common-place, and 
eternal quotation, fpun out 
into tirefome repetition; I 
do not remember being 
ever more anxious to clofe 
a book ; and I impute the 
approbation pronounc'd on 
it by our great moralift, to 
Burton's chiming in with 
fome favourite opinion, or 
tQ his perufing the work at 
\ a mo« 
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a moment unfavourable to 
critical fagacity; fimilar to 
that, in which ne condemn- 
ed the poetry of Watts, 
and exalted the mufe of 
Blackmore. 

BUTTADCEUSJOHN, 
commonly called the 
wandering Jew, a name giv- 
en to an imaginary perfonr 
age, or to different men, 
introduced in this place, 
and mentioned in an age, 
which has been faid to 
doubt every thing,, as a 
furprizing mftance of the 
lengths to which credulity 
has been, and. may be car- 
ried ; an example of, what 
mankind may be brought 
to believe, in the moments 
of implicit faith; provided 
the fupernatural relation, 
be accompanied with im-* 
preflive circumftance, and 
dignified with refpe£tftble 
names. 

The narrative, or rather 
the legend of the wandering 
Jew, is, that he was prefent 
at the crucifixion of Jefus 
Chrifl, but by fome offen- 
five conduS, by fceptical 
obduracy, or felfifh uncon- 
cern, exciting the attention 
and refentment of the great 
martyr for mankind, a fen- 
tencc was pafied on him^ 



that he (hould live 'till the 
Saviour revifited the earth; 
a pnnilhment indeed fcverc, 
if difeafe and infirmity were 
to keep pace with iud'ea-* 
fing years. 

Buttadoeus, fays'a writer^ 
at the beginning of the pre- 
fent century, was feen at 
Antwerp, in the early part 
of the thirteenth cjentury^ 
with every appearance of 
age and decrepitude ;^again 
in the fifteenth, and a third 
time in the fixteenth cen- 
tury ; he had frequent and 
long converfationsv with 
Paul Eitfen, bifhop of Self- 
wick, with the chaplain of 
an Armenian archbifhop^ ; 
and with feveral other per- « 
fons of credit. 

If it (hould be afked^ 
with what propriety, I treat 
as fabulous,, a faa, to all 
appearance, fo refpeftably 
fupported; I anfwer, that 
I do not doubt, one word 
or one tittle, aflferted by 
thefe worthy characters ; I "^ 
have a firm.-^and unlhaken 
'» belief, that they faw and 
fpoke to fuch a perfon as 
they defcribe, but, fupport- -^ 
ed by reafon, expeirience, 
and the ordinary courfe of 
nature, I have a conviClion^ 
equally ftrong, that the hoa- 
ry veteran, who is faid to 

have 
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have appeared at the va- 
rious aeras I have fpecified, 
was in faft, at each time a 
different man ; a ferics of 
cunning knaves and grave 
impoftors, who, properly 
inftrutted by apt affociates, 
affumed the name ^nd ap- 
pearance of the wandering 
• Jew, wilh hopes, and weli- 
Vounded hopes, that they 
fliould attraft the attention 
and pecuniary affiftance of 
credulous, well - difpofed, 
and humane perfons ; in a 
word, of the majority of 
mankind ; and it is more 
than probable, that every 
purpofe of a profitable 
impofture, was fully an- 
fwcred. 

In the prefent day of 
fupercilious unbdief, and 
accurate difcernment, in fo 
^lany refpefts, a confident 
adventurer, of age, coun- 
tenance and beard, venera- 
ble, long, and majeftic, 
with a confiuent (lory, a 
little learning, and fuffici- 
ent acquaintance with ge- 
neral hiftory, to anfwer 
common queftjons; were 
fuch a one to appear, and' 

•'■^aflume the charaSer of 
Buttadoeus: if he could e- 

■^fcape the vigilance of our 
much-improved police, the 
whipping - pod, and the 

I 
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dungeon ; I am clearly of 
opinidn that he would cX- 
cite fimilar commiferation, 
enjoy fimilar patronage, 
and receive equal contri- 
bution. 

Whatever he declared, 
, or how large fo ever a (hare 
of public confidence might 
be beftowedupon him, fuch 
impious mockery has beetl 
far furpaffed, and moft re- 
fpeftably fupported, in the 
difgraceful inftance of a 
late blafpheming madman ; 
in the fraudulent reveries, 
and afpiritig abfurdities, of 
our fecond Shakefpear. 

Such, and fo frail are the 
materials of which we are 
compofed, that a certain 
writer hath demanded, in 
a tone of lamentation, why 
Providence Ihould plant 
fympathies in the human 
breaft, which fo often ex- 
pofe us to be duped ; but 
the fame Providence hath 
given us eyes and ears, and 
common fenfe to direct 
them : the author I allude 
to. rtiould not have omitted 
in that fpirit of candour, 
which he fometimes dif- 
plays, that thofe very fym- 
pathies, which dijlrefs hivi 
fo much^ are ftriking argu- 
ments, in favor of the pow- 
er and goodnefs of God. 
2 Hopelefs 



6o 



CALM OBSERVER. 



Hopelefs indeed, and 
wretched would be the 
condition of the greater 
number of mortals, expofed 
as we are, to various, fud- 
den, and unavoidable dif- 
after, if relief was never 
to be afforded in any cafe, , 
however urgent and deplo- 
rable, 'till ftrift examina- 
tion and cool judgment 
had given their tardy ap- 
probation. 

He who will not wipe 
the tear of affliaion, 'till 
he is convinced beyond a 
doubt, that neither guilt, 
folly or fraud, have con- 
curred in producing it;, 
and he who will not extend 
the hand of mercy, 'till all 
polfibility of impofture is 
precluded, will often be 
anticipated in his purpofe 
of deliverance by the hand 
of death. He will have to 
lament, and to lament with- 
out avail, that an unfortu- 
nate fellow - creature has 
periihed, or rather been 
murdered, through the un- 
feeling delay of one,' who 
poffefled ability as well as 
inclination, to have extri- 
cated him from all his 
difficulties, but for the 
fcruples of precautionary 
doubt. 

So injurious^ fo. unji^fli- 



fiable, and indecorous a 
paufe between wifh ancl: 
performance, to which the 
editor of this colle6lion, by 
being often duped, is cul- 
pably propenfe, is fre- 
quently and happily pre^ 
vented by fympathies,which 
no man, at every period of 
his life,' is wholly 'divelled 
of, whatever efforts, he may 
have made to. difguife or 
fupprefs them ; and by im- 
pulfes, which on certain oc-, * 
calions, overbear the moft 
flub horn and obdurate of . 
men* 

CALM OBSERV.ER, 
the fignature adopted 
a few years fincc by a re-? 
fpeftable political writer, 
who, with all his literary 
merits, appears to have 
been miflakcn in the inea- 
fures he recomipendei^ancj 
the arguments he made ufe 
of, atacrifis lik^e the pre* 
fent; a crififf to vbicb no 
concurrence of circumftan^ 
ces and events in this or any 
other country, can be at all% 
compared, 

* Europe hath been almofl, 
fubjugated by the univer-«# 
fal monarchy of the French 
republic, or corrupted by ^ 
its principles; the chains of 
ibcial fubordination havQ 

beeix 
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beeii loofened, and the 
minds of men are in a ilate 
of efFervefcence and co- 
rufcation, which never be- 
fore exifted. 

The author I allucle to, 
generally underftood to be 
an ingenious provincial 
phyfician, is probably by 
this time convinced, that 
*1thc political difeafe of the 
prefent day, is a non-de- 
fcript, in which no mode 
of treatment, recommended 
in former epidemics will at 
all fucceed; it is, to ufe 
his own profeffional expres- 
sions, opprobrium ipedici- 
n£, a political gout, a can- 
cer, or a choraea fanfti viti 
democratica, in which fome 
of our moft able ftate phy- 
ficians have doubted, whe- 
ther tonics or fedatives are 
moft ufeful. 

The following imitation 
0f the ftyle and fentimenfs 
of this gentleman, caught 
roy eye, in a fpirited and 
welFcondufte^ party paper, 
in the form of a letter tq jhe , 
editor. 

^ ' As moderation is 

♦ the prouddft feature in the 
chara6ler of an Engliih- 
man, and as the greateft 
dangers often arile from 
the exaggerations ot party 



prejudice, I refolved very 
early 4n the French revolu- 
tion to form no opinioa 
whatever. 

You and every welU 
wiflier to the country can, 
not but have obferved with 
regret the prefent difguft^ 
ing ftate of alarm and ani-r 
mofity, againft our contin 
nental neighbours; what 
pains have been taken to 
inflame the public mind 
againft four and twenty ^ 
millions of our neighbours 
and fello\Y men ; I am 
aware that the profpeft of 
invafion,- and the principle ' , 
of felf- defence, are held 
out in juftification of this 
horrid inveteracy againft 
France. 

I would afk. Sir, any dif- 
paflionate man, upon what 
principle of equity Great 
Britain can affitt the parti- 
tioning, defpots, in a war 
which muft be attended with 
fo tremendous an effufion 
of human blood, to which 
f am forry to fay the nation 
has been ftimulated, by the 
miniftcrs of the meek and 
humble religion of Chrift, 

I cannot but difapprove 
of the prefent expenfive 
preparations for defence, 
the efFeft of which muft be 
to irritate the minds oif our 
enemies 
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enemies abroad, and in- 
(creafe general apprehcnfion 
jat home. 

Another confequence of 
%hh attitude of menace and 
boftiiity, is, that we fhall 
not be able to cftimate the 
% charader and difpolition of 
|hc enemy, with candour 
^nd liberality; the very 
^ habit of bearing arms, mi- 
litary exercifes, and martial 
mulic, have a tendencv to 
inflame the mind, and to 
indifpofe it towards thofe 
who are confidcrcd as the 
perfons againit whom this 
, military apparatus is to be 
direfted. 

If we are defirous for 

J)eace, let us feek it in \he 
jpirit of peace ; not with 
inftrumenjs of enmity, but ' 
with meeknefs and forbear- 
ance ; let our conduft pre- 
fent an amiable contrail, 
with that of the enemy ; if 
we wifli to recover their 
friendfhip, we mull begin 
with difarming and difmant- 
ling, and return to that un- 
fufpefting confidence which 
^ is the only natural cement 
of focial int^rcourfe. 

With fuch fentiments, 
Sir, you Avill not be fur- 
pri/cd at my neither arm- 
ing nor aifociating with 
ihdfe who dp, indeed I 



have employed the little 
influence ^ poffefj?, to pre- 
vent rather than to forward 
fo unchriftian apradice. 
It is Uie minifter who has 
brought iis into our prefent 
calamitous (ituation, and J 
confider him as refponfible 
for the fecurity of the 
country. .^ 

. I would not however bie 
underftood to pledge my- 
felf to a conduft decidedly 
pafEve in the cafe of aQual 
ifivafive aggreffion on the 
part of the enemy ; on the 
contrary, I would refill 
them to the uttcrmofl in 
my own immediate neigh- 
bourhood, to defend my 
own life, and proteft my 
own property, not forget- 
ting at the fame time the 
rules of prudence and mo- 
deration ; with thefe fenti- 
ments. Sir, I take my leave, 
adopting the fignaturc of s| 
gentleman, now uofortu-* 
nately forgotten, but whofe 
fentiments a^ a moderate 
majihave generally coinci- 
ded with my own. 

■ A Calm Observer. . 

CARBILIUS, a writer, • 
known only by having 
Avritten a book againft Vir- 
gil; the title of his work, 
which confided wholly of 

<an 
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feti enunferation of the faults 
of the poet, was iEneido- 
maftix, and is no longer 
extant. 

The emperor Caligula is 
alfo faid to have profefl'ed 
himfelf inimical to the fame 
and genius of the Mantuan 
bard, and to have declared 
his intention ta burn every 
copy he could procure ; 
this bafe defign, befqre the 
invention of printing, might 
have eafily been put in ex- 
ecution, had not death Jiap- 
pily prevented his purpofe, 
and Virgil will be read for 
a thoufand generations; 
when, the tyrant will either 
be forgouen, or be remem 



France, in the hof)e of dimi- 
ni filing a deep melancholy 
under which that unfortu- 
nate prince laboured for 
many years; and he received 
confiderable relief from 
piquet, the firtt game ever 
played at with card.s, if wc 
may rely oil the authority of 
a refp^dable French writer^ 
who has compofed a differ- * 
tation, fymbolical, allego- 
rical, political, and hilto-' 
ricai, on thefe fiiSures of 
human life. 

it feecns that they were 
meapt to' reprefeilt, in the 
rude efforts of thofe days, 
particular perfofiages, men^ 
women, and fometimes the 



bered only to be detefted. produ6lion3 of nature or of 
I congratulate Mr. Heyne art: ^Mhe ace," fays the 
on his appropriate grati- * author I quote^ " is in fad 
tude to the Englifli nation, only the latm word Ai>, 
for encouraging at a cer- which fignilies literally, a 
tain time, his brown pa- -piece of money, but in a 
per edition of Virgil; a general fen fe, weakh; aces 
copy of which I am no^ir r^ccordingk^havietheprece- 
offering up as a facrifice to ^ dencyof kings and all other 
a renowned goddefs of an- cards; for as riches are the 
tiquity, whom I will not finews of war, the moft 
name. ' powerful of monarchs fub^ 

mit to their controul : and 

CARDS, pieces of co- the great queftion of peace 
loured paper, original- or war will almoft wholly 
\y invented by Jacquemin depend on the finances and 
;Gringpnneur, a painter at refources of a country. 
Paris, during the reign of **^ Piques et carreauy, 
Charles the fifth, king of fpades agid diamonds, meaia 
»•. i arms. 
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arms, the heavy arrows . 
formerly Ihot from crofs- 
bows, being (haped like the 
diamond on cards ; the in^ 
ference to be drawn is fuf- 
ficiently clear, that without 
arms and courage (typefied 
by hearts*) to ufe them, 
neither life nor property 
can be fecure. 

'^ The kings of the four 

f fuits originally were por» 

iraiti of David, Alexander 

* the Great, Julius Caelar, j 
^ . and Charlemagne, each of 

whom had his ecuyer >or 
efquire, valet or*knave, in 
thofe days, an honourable 
title ; of two of them the 
names arc preferved, Ogier 
andLaHine,famousFrench 
captains, who would not 
have fuffcred any one to* 
have applied the word 
knave to them, in its mo- 
dern fignificationy.with im- 
punity. * 
'^ Argipe, tlje queen oj 
clubs, is an anagram for 
regina, -^nd reprefented* 
Mary D'Anjou, wife of 
Charles the fcventh; the 
queen of diamonds, under 
the name of RacheJ, was 
meant for the beautiful but 
frail Agnes Sorrell; and the 

* queen of fpades, under the 
femblance of the chafte and 
warlike Minerva, was the 



intrepid Maid of Orleans % 
Judith, or the queen of 
heartsy was the enchanting 
Ifabeaii de Baviere. ^ 

" Clubs, treffle or trefoil, 
an herb that grows in oar ' \ 
meadows, implies that a ge- 
neral fhould never incamp 
without good opportunities ' 
for forage// But my^ rea- 
ders have had enough of* 
the allegorical fermon'*on 
cards, and I haften to the 
purpofe for which this arti^ 
cle >'2Ls inferted. 

Conftituted and compos, 
fed as the wealthier and 
more elevated claffes of 
fociety now are, is the ge- 
neral introdu6lionof cards) 
to be confidered "as a feri* - 
ous evil ? 

I have frequently had ' 
occafion, in thefe pages, to 
lament the deftruftive ef- 
feds of a paffion for excef- * 
live gaming, in fathers and 
n^Qthers of families, and in . 
all cafes, where in addition 
to the lofs of time and mo- • 
ney, a depraved example* 
Is held up to the riling ge- 
neration : but;, in mixed 
companies, routes, large "^ 
parties, and in all places of 
public refort, fo many in- 
dividuals are difqualified; 
for paffing an evening in 
focial converfe, or politic 

caJL 



Cards. 



65 



cal difcliffion, in literary, 
agricultural, or fcientific 
enquiry, that I confefs I 
Bad rather fubmit Ao any 
reafonable penalty, than 
be obliged to fit four or 
five hours with perfons 
of this defcription, unlefs 
cards were introduced. 

With uncultivated minds, 
puerile propenfities, and 
that peculiar restless in- 
dolence, THE character 

OF THE age, and the natu- 
ral confequence of diffipa- 
tion, vicious indulgence, 
refinement, and inflamed 
paffiohs ; they are of all 
companions the mod un- 
pleafam and unprofitable ; 
drawing every moment from 
the common ftock of a- 
mufement and information, 
but communicating nothing 
themfelves. 

In fuch circumftances, I 
•would chufe the leaft of 
two evils, and I cannot but 
value an ingenious con- 
trivance, which fhuts the 
mouth of noify nonfenfe, 
and for a time, refcues de- 
cent fbciety from trouble- 
fome abfurdity, or conta- 
minating guilt. The lofs 
of two or three rubbers is 
a trifle, compared to the 
beaftly indecorum of a three 
bottle man, or to incurring 

Vol. IV. K 



the rifque of the principles 
and manners of a wife, a 
daughter, or a fon, being 
tainted and perverted by 
the irreligious banter of a 
modern philofopher, or the 
naked truths of a primitive 
fans-culottes. 

An eloquent advocate for 
cards, infifts, " that they 
are one of the fubaltern 
poliftiers and refiners of 
mankind; that they pro- 
moted, and have efFefted 
a more correft intercourfe 
betweeri the fexes, at a 
period when the miftrefs 
of the family was at her 
needle, in the nurfery, or 
the houfekeeper's room ; 
while the gentlemen were 
fmoakingand getting drunk 
in the eating room, or at 
the tavern." 

It is true, an advantage- 
ous alteration, in this re- 
fpetl, has taken place; but 
I fear that thefe advantages 
have been counterbalanced 
by confequences, unpropi- 
tious to the peace and fafe- 
ty of fociety. 

A man who now ventures 
into company, or to appear 
at the card table, atter a 
fecond bottle, unlefs in- 
deed thoroughly feafoned, 
will generally pay for his 
rafhnefs ; but the free and 

eafy 
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cafy ftilc of modern life, ' 
ivhich gives a zeft to polifli- 
cd circles, affords oppor- 
tunities and ternptations, 
which are found too ftrong, 
as every day's experience 
proves, for the fincerity of 
a friend, or the chaftity of 
a wife. 

Not that I think our 
women lefs chaffe, or men 
more falfe, than in the laft 
century, but we place them 
in fituations, and expofe 
them to trials and tempta- 
tions, to which human paf- 
fions and human infirmity, 
never ought, and never 
were meant to be expofed ; 
waking out of our trance 
of idiotifm and impru- 
dence, we lament how very 
ill we have been ufed, when 
we have ourfelves been the 
artificers of all the pangs, 
and all the difgrace we un- 
dergo. 

Sir Godfrey Kneller, 
when afting as a provincial 
magiftrate, in a cafe of 
theft, is faid to have com- 
mitted to prifon, the mafter 
of the culprit, becaufe, by 
perpetually leaving his mo- 
ney and other valuables, in 
open drawers, and expofed 
on tables, he- had tempted 
his fervant to commit the 
crime, which, as the man 



afterwards confeffed, he o- 
therwife Ihould never have 
thought of. 

Were I the prefiding 
judge at Doftors Commons, 
with the knowledge and the 
wig of a Hay, a Marriott, 
or a I would 

enforce a fimilar theory, on 
carelefs, inattentive, and 
corruptly negligent huf- 
bands. 

Honor, more particular- 
ly nuptial honor, is a jewel 
of the firft water, and to a 
man, either of fentiment, 
paflion, generofity or found 
principles, highly worthy 
our regard and proteflion; 
and the hufband who re- 
tires to bed, leaving hi$ 
wife at midnight, Jitting on 
a foja with a youngs a hand" 
fome^ and accomplijhed man^ 
folus cum fola; or, he who 
fends his better half on a 
voyage to the continent, 
with no other companion, 
than his deareji friend ufon 
earth ; or he, who after 
handing his wife into a fide 
box, inftantly quits her, 
to ranfack the Jlejh-market up- 
Jlairs; all of thefe defcrip- 
tions, can expeft only, what 
happens every day. 

I cannot, I do not, I will 
not defend the ladies or 
their feducers,. but it is 

not 
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not poffible either to efteem 
or pity Juch hufbands, the 
««««««3 or the ****^******^ 

of their day ; fo far from 
granting damages, I would 
publickly reprimand them 
in court, nor would I fuffer 
them to marry again ; a 
prohibition, which notwith- 
ftanding fo milch has been 
ably faid on the f^bjeft, I 
would alfo extend to the 
criminal couple. 

CATHOLICS; after 
bellowing fo outrage- 
oufly againft them, I have 
been afked by an ingenious 
prieft of that church, of 
what religion I am ? 

I anfwer in the words of 
Chillingworth, that Levia- 
than in the fea of contro- 
verfy, " I am a Proteftant; 
by a Proteftant, I do not 
mean a follower of the doc- 
trines of Luther, of Calvin, 
or Melanfthon ; nor of the 
confcffion of Augfburgh or 
Geneva; nor the catcchifm 
of Heidelbergh; nor the 
articles of the church of 
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" All befide may be 
matter of opinion, and to 
enforce a belief of more 
than they contain, or the 
plain irrefragable dedufti- 
ons to be made from them, 
is little Icfs than fchifmati- 
cal prefumption. After a 
long and impartial fearch 
for truth, I profefs that I 
cannot find any reft for the 
fole of my foot, but on 
this everlafting rock. 

" Propose to me any 

THING out of this BOOK, 
AND REQUIRE WHETHER I 
BEl^IEVE IT OR NOT; HOW- 
EVER INCOMPREHENSIBLE 
TO REASON IT MAY BE, I 
WILL SUBSCRIBE TO IT 
WITH HAND AND HEART; 
AS NO DEMONSTRATION 
CAN BE STRONGER THAN 

THIS; God hath said it. 
" I am fully affured, that 
God does not, and there- 
fore that man ought not, 
to require more than this ; 
to believe the fcriptures to 
be God's word, to endea- 
vour to find their true 
fenfe, and to live accord- 



England, but a believer of ing to the rules contair^cd 

that wherein they all agree, in them." 
and to which they all fub- 

fcribe, I mean that perfeQ /^HEYNE, Dr.— addi- 

rule of faith and life, as V> tion to. ! 

contained in the holy fcrip- He had been religioiifly- 

tqres. educated, and 'tUl he >came 

K 2 to 
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to London to praftice, had 
pafled his life temperately, 
and in fedentary ftudies. 

On his arrival in the 
metropolis, he was advifed, 
as the fure way of making 
himfelf known, to get in- 
troduced into gay circles, 
and good company ; but 
not having proper coun- 
fellors, or miftaking jolly 
fellows, for good company^ as 
is not unfrequently the cafe, 
he became a member of 
feveral convivial clubs, di- 
ning and fupping every day 
at a tavern, with other un- 
warrantable irregularities. 
In a few years he became 
l^ort - breathed, lethargic, 
liftlefs and corpulent, and 
had no alternative but a 
painful death, or reforma- 
^ tion : preferring the latter, 
he retired into the country, 
where he paffed many me- 
lancholy and folitary years, 
for his ienfual companions, 
on many of whom he had 
conferred confiderable fa- 
Yors, all forfook him. 

Time and refleftion pro- 
duced compunftion and re- 
Sentance; for in all his 
eviations, he never pre- 
tended to infidelity, dif- 
couraging fceptical conver- 
fation among his loofe com- 
panions^ by every means in 



his power : though fur- 
rounded by folly, fenfua- 
lity, and profanenefs, he 
preferved a firm perfuafion 
of the great fundamental 
principles of virtue and 
morality; the exiflence of 
a God, free-will, the incj* 
mortality of the foul, and 
a ftate of future rewards 
and punifhments. 

To redeem, as far as he 
was able, mifpent time, and 
employ the intervals of con-, 
valefcfence, he purchafed. 
and ftudied the moft repu- 
table works on religion^nd 
ethic«, particularly thofe 
in which philofophical and 
theological enquiries are 
combined, as beft calcu- 
lated to convince the rea- 
fon, and affeft the heart. 

The doftor foon found 
the advantage, his health 
and fpirits gradually im-* 
proved, he became aftive, 
chearful, tranquil and con-r 
tented ; and died at a good 
old age, in the calm confix 
dence of hope, and with a 
firm reliance on the mer^ 
cies of God, through the 
merits and mediation of 
Jefus Chrift. 

CHINESE, the inhabi- 
tants of an empire, 
equal in furface to Europe, 

and 
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and become of late the fub- 
jeft of general difcuffion. 

This lingular people, at 
fome particular aera, which 
I am not fufficiently ac- 
quainted with their hiftory, 
precifely to point out, ap- 
pear to have arrived exaftly 
at the fame pitch of im- 
provement, in arts, and 
fciences, in the comforts 
and embellilhments of life, 
vhich they now enjoy; but 
from that moment, arretted 
by fome accidental impedi- 
ment or original defe6l in 
their genius, their police, 
their government, or their 
mode of education, they 
have not advanced a fingle 
ftep. 

Voffius aflerts, on au- 
thority, fomewhat quef- 
tionable, that the circula- 
tion of the blood has beep 
familiar to the Chine fe 
more than four thoufand 
years; that printing, gun- 
powder, and the mariner's 
compafs were in their pof- 
feffion, before they reach- 
ed Europe; yet with all 
thefe advantages, he con- 
fefles they are a ftrange 
compound of knowledge 
and Ignorance. 

In their modes of gather- 
ing, preparing, drying, and 
packing their great ftaple 



commodity, tea, and in their 
manufafture of that delicate 
ware, which we call by the 
name of their country; 
from its primitive ftate of 
clay and powdered flints, 
its femi-vitrification, glaz- 
ing and colouring, 'till it is 
depofited in Leaden^all- 
ftreet, or glides into the 
cabin of the fmuggler, who 
always outftrips the cuftom- 
houfe cutter, at the mouth 
of the channel ; we are in- 
formed on good authority, 
that the whole of the pro- 
cefs, from firft to laft, de- 
parts not in one iota, from 
the method praftifed one 
hundred and fifty years ago; 
a fpace of time, in which^ 
the acutenefs and dexterity 
of a man like the deceafea 
Wedgewood, direfled tp 
one point, would have dis- 
covered the philofopher's 
ftone, or have conftru£ted 
" a plough qualified to 
think." 

This arreft of progrcfs^ 
five improvement, this em- 
bargo on mental exertion, 
which feems to have faid 
to the human intelleQ, 
*' thus far fhalt thou go, 
and no farther," is vifible, 
in their buildings, their 
drefs, their equipages, their 
(hipping, and their lan% 
gwage^ 
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guage. They had it is true, 
tn the two inftances I have 
juft mentioned, made a con- 
fiderable progrefs before 
Aey flopped; but in many 
other points appear fcarce- 
ly to excel the natives of 
Otaheite and Pellew. 
• It remains for thofe who 
cccafionally vifit the coun* 
try, the interior rather than 
the fea coaft, and who are 
able to read Chinefe hifto- 
ryj as well as converfe with 
the inhabitants, to inves- 
tigate the caufes of this na- 
tional paraly fis, and to mark 
the probable period of its 
commencement; whether it 
is to be dated from the fuc- 
cefsful irruption of the Tar- 
tars, who founded a new 
dynafty, or is to be attri- 
buted to the ftrange Ian- 
?;uage of the country, a 
brt of ridiculous recita- 
tive, which requires half 
a man's life to fpeak cor- 
reftly, and comprehend ea- 
fily, one word often bear- 
ing twenty meanings, by 
the addition of a (light tone, 
an inflexion of thjfe voice, 
or fome trifling variation, 
fcarcely noticeable to a 
ftranger, ?ind not generally 
underftood by the natives 
themfelves, below a certain 
rank. 



A communicating medi- 
um acquired with fuch dif- 
ficulty, is ill calculated for 
promoting knowledge, and 
forwarding general difcus- 
fion, and has probably ope- 
rated a^s one of the retard- 
ing caufes; another, I <:6n- 
ceive to be that overwean- 
ing conceit of themfelvcs 
and every thing about them, 
fo prominent in the cha- 
rafter of the Chinefe, from 
the earlieft accounts ys\c 
poflefs of them, and pro- 
bably from their firft efta- 
blifliment,asthe termChina, 
is derived from tWo words, 
whichfignify a heaven upon 
earth. 

If deduftions drawn from 
the conduft of individuals 
may be applied to large fo- 
cieties, attributing their 
tardy progrefj?' to national 
vanity, is a fair and proba- 
ble hypothefis ; the moft 
fupcrficial and ignorant of 
mortals are often found 
among thofe who imagine 
they have reached the pin- 
nacle of perfetlion ; and 
there is no furer method of 
preventing accefs to the 
temple of knowledge as 
well as virtue, than to plant 
fupercilioufnefs and felf ap- 
probation, as centinels at 



the gate. 
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The inhabitants of China, 
if we. are to credit thtir as- 
sertions, treble thofe of 
Europe; to enquire into 
the truth of what they fay, 
or to venture to contra'di6l 
them, would have been nei- 
ther political nor polite, 
after the clofe^ incejjant^ and 
refpcHjul attention paid to 
Lord Macartney, and Sir 
George Staunton, during a 
late embaffy; they have 
been rated in loofe num- 
bers, at three hundred and 
thirty three millions. 

Though inclined rather 
to fufpend than refufc my 
belief of fo enormous a 
population, it may exercife 
the ingenuity of the philo- 
fopher and politician, to 
difcover by what means fo 
many millions are peacea- 
bly governed by one man. 

This reciprocal facility, 
is fuppofed by fome to be 
produced by the authority 
of age and experience, over 
youth, ignorance and indis- 
cretion ; an influence which 
at all ages and in all ranks 
pervading the whole foci- 
ety, cxhioits a fpecies of 
domeftic vaffalage, and fa- 
mily defpotifpi, fomewhat 
fimilar to that exercifed by 
the patriarchs. 

The general tendency of 



the Chinefe to falutary fub- 
ordination, has alfo been 
imputed to another caufe ; 
the dignity of emperor is 
the only hereditary office 
among them, all others, 
from the higheft to the low- 
eft, being diftributed ac- 
cording to merit. At court 
and in the provinces, in 
every diftri£l and in every 
department, there is a per* 
petual competition of can- 
didates ; a rife by due gra- 
dation, in confequence of 
examinations and compara- 
tive trials ; an equitable 
mode of diftribution, pre- 
cluding at once favouri- 
tifm, folly and infufficiency 
from places of truft, ani 
to a fpeftator who cannot 
fee clofe enough to q^te^l 
its faults, apparent^foi^ing 
an abfolute monai^qh^^^a- 
ny of the boafted ajg(yaiii:a- 
ges of a democracy wifhout 
its eagle-eyed inquifitorial 
malignity. 

An obfcrvation made at 
the beginning of this arti- 
cle, may alfo help in fome 
degree to account for their 
general fubmiflion to go- 
vernment. They have not 
had^ RoufTeaus, Raynalls, 
and Voltaires, to ridicule 
and mifreprefent their in- 
ftitutions; they have had 

no 
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no enlightened men to per- 
fuade them, that the whole 
of their fyftem, religious 
and political, is and has 
been, from firft to laft, fi- 
neffe and fraudulent; they 
have had no one to advocate 
the Rights of Man in tobac- 
CO packets, pint mugs, and 
brown paper pamphlets. 

Their non-attainment of 
abfolute perfeftion, in the 
prefent condition of man, 
perhaps never to be attain- 
ed, appears to have been 
owing to a certain propor- 
tion of fomething which a 
medical man would call fe- 
dative^ in their difpofitions, 
their form of government, 
and their conftitutions; nor 
is it/probable, that they 
woukI have been at all bet- 
teff irifcr or happier, had 
miirciJlFthe tonic prevailed ; 
thkf^'t^not be a very bad 
machine which has fo long 
and fo eflFeftually adminis- 
tered to the wants of fo 
numerous a people; which 
has retained one hundred 
and thirty -three millions of 
thinking beings, fo tran- 
quil, fo occupied, and for 
the moft part, making due 
allowance for human im- 
perfeftion which ourFrench 
philofophers wholly forget, 
fo contented and happy ; 



a machine which difFufes 
with fo fteady and impar- 
tial a hand, advantage and 
fuperiority; to what after 
all, is the moft juft and na- 
tural ariftocracy, the aris* 
tocracy of intelleft, indus- 
try, and dexterity.; that 
brighteft feature in the old 
republics. 

Nor fliould it be forgot- 
ten, that thefe comforts 
were fecured and generally 
enjoyed by the Chinefe, if 
any attention is to be paid 
to their chronology, at a 
period, when the favage 
anceftors of the firjl people 
in the univerfe^ were feeding 
on acorns, devouring each 
other, or crawling on all 
fours. 

If according to the fa- 
vorite principle of fome, 
the opinion or wmII of the 
majority of any people, 
counted by the head^ is to be 
the law of the land, with- 
out any attention to capa- 
city, difpofition, acquire- 
ment, or education; then 
why not of Europe, and 
confequently of the world ? 

China affords a popula- 
tion, which if difpofed to 
be enlightened or revolu- 
tionized, could crufh all 
oppofition; here is 2i great 
people, if the admeasure- 
ment 
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ttient is to be determined 
by numerical calculation, 
eafy under, and to all ap- 
pearance, preferring an ab- 
iolute monarchy, not in- 
deed without many imper- 
fe£iions, but modified and 
fubdivided into a inachi- 
tiery, which though com- 
plex, awkward, unfymme- 
trical, is found fully capa- 
ble of proiefting indivi- 
duals, in their perions, their 
Jproperty, and in freedom 
of opinion^ as long as it 
Iceeps pace with the wi^lfare 
^f the public. 

After all the tragedy, all 
thie comedy, and all the 
foantomimic farce, exhibit- 
ed at Paris; can our neigh- 
bburs fay fo mi|ch, of theijr 
i!>dious tyranny, difguifed 
lliider republican and de- 
loaocratic forms ? 

Should the tocfin of li- 
htffty and equality ever rp- 
fotthd in China, I have no 
iSoubt that numbers of the 
)>i-ofligate, the idle, the in- 
dolent, and the poor, would 
j6iti the ftandard of infur- 
reBion, to murder or expel 
ev6ry wealthy and dignified 
fiiat) mlhe country ,andfhare 
fheirprojierty among them; 
but I am ^rmly perluaded, 
Aal not a manderin in the 
t6untry would forward the 

Vol. IV, 



havock, or endeavbur as 
hath been the cafe in other 
regions, to difleminate the 
doftrines they preach ; va- 
luing an ounce of judgment 
beyond a ton of wu and 
eloquence; they would at 
the firft glance fee the 
fnares which were prepared 
for them. 

Should fuch a revolution 
ever con^mence in the em- 
pire of Rien Long, which, 
God AJmighty avert; yet 
the fuppofition is not more 
extravagant than Buona- 
parte haranguing the Arab, 
whom he means to plunder; 
and atheift and fwmdler as 
he is, preaching unitarian 
doftrines on the banks of 
the Nile, to the muflulman 
whofe provinces he invades; 
Ihould fuch a revolution 
ever commence, it were to 
be wifhed for the welfare and 
repofe of mankind, that eve- 
ry reftlefs democratic Chi- 
nefe might embark on an 
expedition fimilar to that of 
the army of Egypt, and by 
a concurrence of events, 
which fometimes takes place 
in the world, that all of a 
iimjiar ftamp, and equally 
wicked from every quarter, 
impelled by enthufiafm or 
madnefs, might crofs the 
Mediterranean, and join the 
L adven- 
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adventurers in planting co- 
lonies, or gathering laurels 
in the fandy defarts of 
Arabia. 

Relieved of a grumous 
plethora of wickednefs and 
vanity, and no longer vex- 
ed by envy and mifrepre- 
fentaiion, the world would 
be content to remain a few 
centuries longer, imperfeQ, 
miftaken, fhort^fighted and 
happy. 

In the year 16^5, of the 
chriftian aera^ the critics 
and chronologifts were pi^z- 
zled and perplexed, by kn 
infcription, which was dif- 
covered, in digging the 
foundations for a public 
building, at Sighamfu, a 
confiderable city in China; 
it was on a piece of mar- 
ble, fix feet in length, and 
three in breadth, with a 
crofs engraved on the up- 
per part. 

It exhibited in Chinefe 
and Syriac charafters, the 
articles of the Catholic 
faith: while an additional 
infcription, on the lower 
department of the marble, 
recorded, that in a certain 
year of the Chinefe calen- 
dar, anfwering to 636 of 
the aera adopted rn Europe, 
the Chjiftian religion had 
been eftabliflied in China, 



by imperial authority, and 
that the prefent monuinent, 
defigned to record this au- 
fpicious event, was ereCled 
in the year 782. 

As there is no evidence 
of fo fuccefsful a miifion, 
in the cotemporary hiftorie$ 
of China or of Europe, 
the circumftance naturally 
excited fufpicious atten- 
tion ; two learned foreign- 
ers difplayed confiderabl^ 
ingenuity on the fubjeQ, 
^nd publifhed a curious fac 
fimile of the infcription, 
with a tranflation, word for 
word, and an explanatory 
comment. After perufing 
their books with pleafure, 
but without convi£liori, I 
am ftrongly tempted to 
confider the whole as a 
modern produftion, a pi- 
ous fraud ; the marble wa$ 
fecretly buried in the earth, 
by a zealous and induftri- 
ous miflionary, to eftablilh 
fome ufeful tradition, or 
to prove fome fubfequem 
period of perfecutipn, mar- 
tyrdom, or extermination : 
^ fpecimen of what may be 
called fubterraneous im- 
pofture, is recorded in the 
article, Annius, of the pre- 
fent volume. 

In furveying the religion 
of the Chinefe, on? circum- 
ftance 
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fiance cannot efcape the 
eye of the moft fuperficial 
obferver, I mean the hide- 
ous deformity of the idols 
they worfhip : During the 
earlier ages of the world, 
when to adore the gods of 
Greece and Rome, was the 
eftablilhed religion of the 
moft civilized portion of 
mankind; a Pagan youth 
might proftrate himfelf at 
the fhrine of Venus, Juno, 
Flora, or other female hea- 
then deities; and in con- 
templating the matchlefs 
produftions of painting or 
ftatuary, mingling, or mif- 
taking paffion for devotion, 
might imagine, or aftually 
feel the raptures he affum- 
ed ; and where is the man, 
who has not worfhipped 
his Diana or his Hebe? 
The fitter of the votary 
might alfo be excufed for 
fimilar emotions at the al- 
tar of Apollo or Adonis; 
but it is ♦ impoflible for a 
being, of any correftnefs 
of fentiment, or fenfation, 
to approach the pagodas 
of the majority of the 
Chinefe idols, without ter- 
ror and difguft. 

To contemplate fuch di- 
vinities, and to believe that 
only fuch aftually exifted, 
would confirm the favou- 

L 
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rite theory of aphilofophic 
Roman poet, fo elaborate- 
ly, but unfuccefsfuUy de- 
fended by a modern writer; 
that terror was originally 
the parent of every fpecies 
of devotion. 

COBDEN, EDWARD, 
a court chaplain, and 
archdeacon of London, in 
the reign of King George 
the fecond, who had tne 
rafhnefs, the imprudence, 
or the honefty, while balk- 
ing in the fun-fhine of mi- 
nifterial patronage, and in 
the full career of eccle- 
fiaftic promotion, to pro- 
nounce an animated decla- 
mation againft adultery and' 
fornication, at St. James's 
chapel, in the royal pre- 
fence, and before a crowd- 
ed court. 

The text, on which he 
preached, was the excellent 
and emphatic reply, made 
by Jofeph, to the perfidi- 
ous Egyptian queen, wheii 
fhc fo notorioudy departed 
from her own duty, and 
attempted to feduce him 
from his : " How can I do 
this great wickednefs, and 
fin againft God ?*' 

It was the opinion of the 
impartial and fenfible part 
of the congregation, that 
2 there 
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there was nothing in the thought little or nothing df 

fermon, at all inconfiftent the circumfiance, was gra* 

with the refpeft due froni dually perfuade^ by bufy^ 

a good fubjeQ to his law- officious people, to rcfent 

ful fovereign, nor indeed itas a deiignedaffront, and 

ajiy thing, but what as a the preacher was treated 

minifter of Chrift's Gofpel, with marked negligence 

it was proper and right, and difrefpeft; he therefore 

and even his duty to fay ; thought it a jufticc due to. 

but bufy niifchievous peo- himfelf, to wait on his pa* 

pie, who abound in courts tron with the manufcript 

as well as other places, fertnon,exa&ly in the words 

r^prefented it as a difloyal in which he had delivered. 

an4 perfonal attack on iiis it; but the noble lord, frofit 

inajefty, who with many prudence or political pji- 

good qualities, indulged to a^ncy, would not fee him* 

a culpable latitude, his lo defend what he con- 

paffion for women; they * fidered and defigned as.an 

added, that fuch condua a£t of indifpenfible dutyr 

in Dr. Cobden, was parti- from malicious mifrepre- 

cularly ungrateful, as be fentation, the archdeacai>. 

enjoyed at the time, more very properly publiflied 

thari a thoufand pounds a his difcourfe, calling it, 

year in church preferment; " A Perfuafive to Challity, 

others fuggefted, that the a fermon preached before 

divines bein^ difappointed the king, &c." in wliicl), 

in certain epifcopal hopes, without the mod remote 

was the occafion of his perfonal allulion, he in- 

pouring forth the obnox- veighs, i^rith confiderable 

lous philippic ; but neither emphafis and eloquence, a-^ 

the principles nor the man- gainft the crime, which was 

ncTs of the archdeacon, as the profefled fubjeft of his 

he was defcribed to the fermon; enters fully into 

editor, more than twenty the unpardonable guilt o£ 

years ago, by a clerical feducing a virgin, and in* 

veteran, and one of his co- fifts, that in all fuch caCes, 

temporaries, could juftify the betrayer is, and ought 

the. invidious affcrtion. to be anfwerable in this 

The court, which at firft world and the next, for all 

thtt 
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the profligacy, and all the 
misfortunes of her future 
life; that levity and difli- 
pated manners, on the part 
of the female, do not at all 
diffipate his guilt, howev- 
er they may facilitate his 
view5. 

He combats with fuccefs, 
a* common excufe, with 
which batchelors often en- 
deavour to fatisfy them- 
telv.es; that where it is 
intonfiftient with a mans 
income, and indeed impof- 
fible for him to marry, 
there can be no great harm 
in Jmflc fornication^ with a 
fingle and.difengaged wo- 
man; but the doaor will 
not allow, that the term 
Jimpk^ caoj with any pro- 
pjriety be applied to a fin, 
produ£live of fo much 
complicated wretchednefs; 
of fuicide9 murder, an a- 
bandpned, life, and a mife- 
rabk death* 

As acbriftian^ aimoralift, 
a fcholar and a divine, the 
compofition was creditable 
both to his head and heart; 
but it was impoffible for 
prejudice or malignity, to 
ppiiit ou;. a paflage, \^hich 
could be conftrued into 
teqipprary fatirc, or per- 
fomlallufion; perhaps^ had 



the doftor been fcrupu- 
loufly attentive to time and 
place, which pi-uitvi eccle- 
fiaftics never forget, he 
would not have preached 
exaftly fuch a fermon, be- 
fore an amorous king, and 
a voluptuous court; find* 
ing it impoflible to pacify 
refentraent, however ill- 
founded, he refigned his 
appointment at court. 

For this purpofe he wait- 
ed on the king perfonally, 
lamented that his intentions 
had been mifunderftood, 
and humbly thanked his 
majefty for the notice he 
had previaufly honoured 
him with, and the favours 
he had been gracioufly 
pleafed to beftow upon 
him ; the worthy old gen- 
tleman, who was often mif- 
led, and fometimes mifta- 
ken, but never wilfully 
did a bad thing, heard his 
chaplain with patient atten- 
tion, but difmiffed. him ac- 
cording to court etiquette, 
without reply. The whole 
bufinefs a few years after 
came out^ and proved to be 
occafioned by keen refent- 
ments, of a licentious fe- 
male favourite, who would 
not allow a grime, on which 
Jht fubjificd^ to be fo pub- 

lickly 
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licKly and earrieftly at- 
tacked. 

The office of a king's, 
or any other great man's 
chaplain, is after all, diffi- 
cult and nice; if his patron 
be notorioufly guilty of 
aftions, contradiftory to 
the cxprefs tenets of the 
religion he profeffes, he 



bled ourfelves, let lis not 
be too acrimonioufly in* 
tent on remarking it, as 
hath fometimes been the 
cafe with the editor of this 
colleSion; if ecclefiaftics 
cannot or do not, in gene- 
ral, imitate the example of 
the honeft archdeacon, let 
us make fome clUowance for 
mult, by a bafe dircliclion human infirmity, and agree 
of integrity and principle, with a modern Writer, that 



forfeit his ordination vow ; 
become abjeft and time- 
ferving, and Ihut his eyes 
to folly and crime; or by 
following the ftern diftates 
of gofpeUconfiftcncy, riflk 
the lofs of worldly emolu- 
ment, and bar the gates of 
preferment againR himfelf, 
in a profeflion, to which 
he has devoted perhaps 
half his life, and a good 
part of his fortune, and to 
which a w^ife and family, 
probably, look up for fup- 
port. 

I agree that an honeft 
man and a fincere chriftian, 
in fuch a fituation, ought 
not to hefitate between his 
intereft and his duty; but 
let us not forget, that cler- 



when we are placed in fuch 
fituations, these are the 
TRV men's 
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THAT 



COFFEE, the feed of a 
tree of the jefTaminc 
kind, originally a native 
of Arabia, but afterwards 
planted in the Weft Indies^ 
where it is become a thriv- 
ing and important article 
of Englifh commerce. The 
fhrub bearsa yellow flower, 
and a juicy berry, which 
contains two feeas; thefe 
when gathered, have a fari- 
naceous bitter tafte, but are 
wholly, without that pecu- 
liar fmell and flavour, im- 
parted to them by fire, and 
for which an infufion or 
gymen are of^like paflions decoftion of them is fo ge- 
with ourfelves; and if we nerally admired, 
fometimes find them oc- This fafhionable beve- 
cafionally backfliding, in ridge, almoft a neceflary 
paths where we have Itum- of life to the commercial 

man. 



man, the politician, and the 
author, on its firft intro- 
diiftion, in Afia, caufed a 
violent religious fchifm, 
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*^ Taking a folitaryvilk, 
to foothe his difturbed fpi- 
rits, or cool his heated ima^ 
gination; in a fortunate or 



among the Mahometan doc- infpired moment he obfer- 
tors, almoft as early as the ved, that the cattle became 



thirteenth century, tho' it 
was not 'till towards the 
middle of the fixteenth, 
that a cofFee-houfe, pro- 
perly fo called, was eftab- 
}i(hed at CQnflantinople ; 
its difcovery was alfo an- 
nounced by a miraculous 
legendary tale, which each 
feci relates in its own way. 
*' A Dervife" fays a 
certain heterodox rational 
Muffulman, if fuch there 
can be " a Deryife over- 
Bowing with zeal or with 
gall, was forely troubled in 
^lind, on obferving that 
his brethren were not anir 
mated, by a fpirit, fimikr 
to, and aftive as his own ; 
Jie faw with concern, that 
they were liftlefs and drowfy 
in the performance of their 
Religious exercife*, their 
^cftacies, their bowlings, 
their whirlings round, their 
vertigoes, their bellowings, 
and laborious breathings; 
in which, at a certain period 
theTiirkifh priefts equalled 
the moftcnthuliaftic of the 
follower^ of Barclay, and 
of Fox. 



fuddenly and remarkably 
lively and playfome, after 
feeding on a certain leaf. 
Judging by analogy, that 
the fame effeft might be 
produced on other animaU, 
le gave his companions a 
Irong infufion of it; their 
leavinefs and torpor, were 
almoft inftantly removed, 
and they performed the 
parts allotted to them with 
exemplary aftivity and vi* 
gor" the fhrub fo powerful 
m its effe£ls, proved to be 
coffee. 

'^ Liften not to fuch pro- 
fane herefies** fays an ortho* 
dox doftor of Mecca " it 
was in the fix hundred and 
fifty -fixth year of the He- 
gira (about the middle of 
the thirteenth century of 
the chriftian aera) that Abou- 
hafan Schazali, on a pil- 
grimage to the tomb of bur 
moft holy prophet, finking 
under fatigue, heat, and 
old age, called unto him 
Omar a veuerable Schcick. 
the friend and companion 
of his life, and thus ad- 
dreffcd him : ^* Teacher of 

the 
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the* faithful ! the angel of 
death hath laid hi^ hand 
upon m^; bathed from my 
comipcions in the waters 
of Paradife; I hope foon 
to be in tbeprefence of our 
prophet ; but I cannot de- 
part in peace, 'till I have 
done juftice to thy zeal, 
thy faith, and thy friend- 
fhip: perfevere in the path 
thou haft hitherto trodden, 
and rely on him who drove 
the infidels, like Iheep, be- 
fore him, to extricate thee 
from all thy difficulties; 
fometimes think of Abou- 
hafan, pity his errors, and 
do juuice to his good 
name:" he would have 
ipoken further, but his 
breath failed, his eyes be- 
came 6xed, and prefling 
that hand he was to prefs 
no more, he expired with- 
out a groan. 

Having performed the 
laft office of friendfliip, 
Omarpurfued his way, but 
a few aays after, loft in de- 
vout contemplation, or o- 
verwhelmed with forrow, 
for the lofs of Abouhafan 
Schazali, he wandered from 
his affbciates in the carra- 
van," and was not fenfible 
of the danger of bis fitua- 
tion, 'tin involved in one 
of thofe whirlwinds, which 



raifing into th* air, th<i 
looffe foil of that country, 
are generally deftruSive. 
Falling on his &ce, in th<| 
direftion of the wind, the 
fury of the blaft, and the 
thick cloud of fand palTed 
over him, Almoft fuffo- 
cated with duft, notwitb* 
ftanding his precaution, fc* 
parated from all affiftancfe, 
without water to tnoiftttj 
his parched mouth, atid 
faintmg for want of fuftfc. 
nance, he gave himfelf up 
as a loft man; the ftream 
of life was propelled with 
difficulty, the purple foun-» 
tain almoft cfeafed to phy ; 
perception and fenlation 
nearly failed, and believing 
himfelf in the agonies w 
death, he poured forth a 
mental ejaculation to All^h, 
when an angel of liglit 
ftood before him, and wav* 
ing his hand thricd towards 
the holy city, and pronbon- 
cing deliberately three thy-p 
fterious words, a limpid 
ftream fuddenlyiflucdfrOtn 
the ground, and a luxuri- 
ant mrub fprung forth froni 
the fandy foil ofthe defert ; 
touching the temples, the 
eyes and the lips of Omar, 
with the refreftiing fluid; 
the cceleftial meflfenger dif- 
appeared. 

The 
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The cool ftream, and 
berries which he plucked 
from the miraculous tree, 
foon reftored the linking 
man, he poured forth his 
foul in thankfgiving, and 
funk into a deep fleep ; 
from which he awoke in 
full vigor and fpirits, and 
found himfelf, as the morn- 
ing fun glittered over the 
fands, not far from a plea- 
fant and fertile valley, oc- 
cupied by ftiepherdfs and 
their flocks. Omar related 
the extraordinary circum- 
fiances which had taken 
place, to the inhabitants. 
By the zeal and contribu- 
tions of true believers, a 
mofque was ereQed on the 
fpot ; and coffee, the feed 
of that fupernatural fhrub, 
the peculiar gift of our 
prophet, and the more par- 
ticular produce of the fa- 
voured country, ftill con- 
tinues the folace, cordial, 
and comforter of his de- 
voted followers. , 

So fingular a fpecimen 
of Turkiih fuperftition, in 
which the mahometan doc- 
tor appears to have en- 
croached On the preroga- 
tives of. the Vatican, is ex- 
tra£led from a curious book, 
which, previous to the re- 

VoL. IV. M 



volution, was in the libra# 
ry of the king of France, 
and prefcnted to Louis the 
fifteenth, by Said Pacha, 
ambaffador from the Porte, 
to the court of Verfailles. 
It is called in the title page, 
" Dgihan Numa," that is, a 
defcription of, the world, 
and was printed at Con- 
ftantinople, in 1731 ; adorn* 
ed with plates and maps; 
the author, or rather the 
compiler, was Kiatib Che- 
leli, a learned dofclor of 
the Turkiih law. 

" Coffee," fays this in- 
duftrious mulTulman, alTu- 
ming the charafter of a 
medical enquirer, aft^r he 
has quitted that of an im- 
plicit believer, " coffee is 
a rejoicer of the heart, an 
enlivener of converfation, 
a fovereign reftorative after 
the fatigues of ftudy, of 
labor, or of love ; its pe- 
culiar charafteriftic quali- 
ty, is, to comfort the fto- 
mach, nourilh the nerves, 
and to proteft the frame 
againft the debilitating ef- 
feds of a hot climate, and 
a fiery atmofphere. 

" Taken an hour after 
dinner, it prevents an ac- 
cumulation of crudities in 
the firft palfages, is an in- 
fallible 
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fallible remedy for the bor- 
jors of digeftion, for the 
vapours, and the megrims.'' 

It -was not probable that 
fo wholefome and fo agree- 
Mt an article of diet would 
be long confined to Afia ; 
it is faid to have been in- 
troduced to the fafhionable 
circles of Paris, by Mon- 
ficur Thevenot, in 1669, 
but had been made ufe of as 
kn exotic luxury, in Lon- 
don, before that period. 

The firft coffeehoufe 
opened in the Britifli me- 
tropolis, was in George- 
yard, Lombard-ftreet, by 
Rofqua, the Greek fervant 
of a Turkey merchant, in 
the year 1652 ; its flavour 
was confidered fo delicate, 
ftnd it was thought by the 
ftatefmen of thofe days, 
{no very creditable cha- 
rafters) to promote fociety 
and political converfation 
fo much, that a duty of 
four-pence was laid on eve- 
ry gallon made and fold. 

But Anthony Wood tri- 
umphantly ana earneftly in- 
fills, that there was a houfe 
for fetllfig coffee at Oxford, 
two^ears before Rofqua 
commenced ifi London ; 
'that thofe who delighted in 
^hovelty^ draink it at the fign 
of the Angelj in that uni- 



verfity, a houfe kept by an 
outlandifh Je>v : iii another 
part of his works, he fays^ 
that Nathaniel Conopius, a 
native of Crete, and a fu- 
gitive from Conftantinople, 
but refiding in the year fix- 
teen hundred and forty- 
eight, in Baliol College^ 
Oxford, made and drank 
every morning, a drink^ 
called coffey^ the firft ever 
made ufe of in this ancient 
Univerfity. 

This popular beverage 
is mentioned in a traft^ puD- 
liflied by Judge Rumfey in 
1659, intituled ^* Organunat 
Salutis, or an Inftruitient 
to cleanfe the Stomach ; 
together with divers new 
experiments on the virtue* 
of Tobacco and Coffee.*' 

It is obferved in this 
work, by a correfpondent 
of the author, " that ap- 
prentices, clerks, and a- 
ihers, formerly ufed to take 
their morning draught, in 
ale, beer, or wine, which 
by the dizzinefs they caufe 
in the brain, make many 
unfit for bufinefs; but that 
now they may fafely play 
the good fellow, in this 
wakeful civil drink; for the 
introduftion of which prac- 
tice, here firft in London^ 
the refpeft of the whole 
nation 
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natioiris due to Mrs. Mud- 
diford." 

A female friend, often 
mentioned in this collec- 
tion, after reading the a 
bove, fuggefts, that fome- 
thing muji be faid of Cho- 
colate. This nutritious, and 
to many, agreeable drink, 
the affociate, the fubftitute, 
or the rival of coffee, be- 
came, on its firft introduc 
tion into Europe, a fubjeft 
of ftrong agitation and warm 
conteft with many confci- 
entious and fcrupulous Ca- 
tholics. Approaching in its 
original form and in its ali- 
mentary properties, fo near- 
ly to folid diet, it was 
doubted by the timid and 
the devout, whether enjoy- 
ing fo delicious and invigo- 
rating a luxury in Lent, 
and other feafons appointed 
by the church for faft-days, 
was not violating or elud- 
ing a facred and indifpenfu 
ble ordinance. 

The party which was un- 
ii^illing to refign their cho- 
colate, quoted the words 
of St. Thomas, who re- 
peatedly afferts, that it is 
by folid food only, that a 
faft can be properly faid to 
be broken ; that if it is 
unlawful to drink this li- 
quor on faft days, becaufe 

M 



of the portion t)f foUd co-i 
coa contained in it, by the 
fame rule, wine and oeer^ 
which on thefe occafioas 
have never been interdift- 
ed, might be forbidden; 
as the firft contains a large 
proportion of the facharine 
fubftance of the grape, and 
the latter fufpends rather 
than difTolves the whole of 
the farina of the grain. 

The chocolate drinkers 
were oppofed by a powerful 
party of rigid difciplinarians 
and auftere devotees; a Spa- 
nifh phyfician wrote a Latin 
treatife, exprefsly againft 
fo impious a pradice on a 
faft-day; his book,intituled 
Tribunal MedicoMagicum, 
exhibits much zeal, and 
fome learning ; that he waj 
flrongly attached to the 
gratification againft which 
he declaims fo eloquently, 
is a prefumptive argument 
in favour of his fincerity. 

The Spaniard's book was 
anfwered by a cardinal of 
the Catholic church, in a 
candid and agreeable way ; 
it was the fenfible opinion 
of the ecclefiaftic, that nei- 
ther chocolate nor wine, 
taken in moderation, couldj 
ftriflly fpeaking, be corv 
ftrued into breaking a faft j 
yet, he hoped that this con- 
2 ceffion 



84 



COFFEE. 



ccffion would not be made 
a pretext, by fenfuality, 
and wickednefs, for uling 
them to excefs, by which 
fome of our greateft blef- 
fings were too often con- 
verted into curfes; as what- 
ever tempted us to o'erftep 
the bounds of nature and 
of temperance, could never 
be defended by the canons 
of the church. 

The prelate concluded 
his rational and truly pious 
treatife, written in Latin, 
not unworthy of the Au- 
guftan age, with words, 
which ought to be written 
in letters qf gold, in fome 
confpicuous part of every 
eating-room in Europe ; 
they nearly approach in 
purport, to a celebrated 
paffage of one of the fa 
thers, on the fubjeft of 
abltinence. 

The infidel and voluptu- 
ary may endeavour to ridi- 
cule the idea of the Almigh- 
ty Creator of the univerfe, 
beijig pleafed or difpleafed 
with a man's having a full 
or an empty ftomach ; but 
whatever tends direftly or 
remotely to fubdue rebel- 
lious paffions, and fubjeft 
a creature like man to the 
Tcftraints of reafon and re* 



ligion, cannot but be a' 
matter of the higheft im- 
portance, to our well doing 
here, and our everlaftihg 
deftiny hereafter. 

The arguments of the 
cardinal were fo convin- 
cing, or the Spaniard, Don 
Juan de Caldera, or Cal- 
deroni, was fo open to con- 
viftion, that he wrote a 
recantation, in which he 
warmly thanked his emi- 
nence, for the information 
and inftruftion he had re- 
ceived. This triumph was 
thought too important not 
to be noticed, and the phy- 
fician's letter was added to 
all future copies of the 
book written by the Roman 
prelate, 

CONGRATULATION, 
^^ a punning one, record- 
ed by Fuller, and addreffed, 
a few days after her birth, 
to the infant daughter of 
SirThomas Pope, the foun- 
der of I Trinity College, 
Oxford, 

See this little miftrefs here. 
Did never fit in Peter's 

chair. 
Nor a triple crown did 
wear, 
And yet flie is a Pope. 
No 



CONINGSMARK, 

No benefice fhc ever fold, 
Nor did difpenfe with fins 

for gold, \ 

She hardly is a fortnight 

old. 
And yet ftie is a Pope. 
No king her feet did ever 

kifs, 
Or had from her worfe look 

than this, 
Nor did flie ever vainly 

hope, 
To faint a mortal with a 

rope. 
And yet fhe is a Pope. 
A female Pope you fay, a 

fecond Joan, 
* Ah no, Ihe is Pope Inno- 
cent, or none. 

CONINGSMARK, 
CHARLES JOHN, 
a Swedifli Count, who pro- 
cured three foreign affaffins 
to murder Mr. Thynne, a 
gentleman of good family 
and large fortune, in the 
reign of KiQg Charles the 
fecond. 

This atrocious deed, to 
which Coningfmark was 
ftimulated by the hope of 
obtaining the hand of the 
Countefs of Ogle, a beau- 
tiful young woman,to whom 
Mr. Thynne had been con- 
traQed, was perpetrated in 
Pall-mall, near the bottom 
of St. Albans-ftreet, as the 
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unfortunate man was re- 
turning from the houfe of 
his mother - in - law, Lady 
Northumberland, wholivcd 
in St. James*s-ftreet. 

At the hour of eight, on 
a Sunday evening, in a 
crowded thoroughfare, in 
the heart of a great metro- 
polis, almolt within fight 
' of a royal palace, and not- 
withftanding a running foot- 
man, with a blazing flam- 
beau, preceded the equi- 
page, the villains having 
ftopped, and furrounded 
the coach, Charles Borat- 
zi, a native of Poland^ 
difcharged a blunderbufs, 
loaded with bullets, at Mr. 
Thynne, which penetrating 
and dreadfully lacerating 
his body, he languifhed in 
great agonies, a few hours, 
and died. 

So flagrant, and in Eng* 
land, fo unufual an enor- 
mity, as waylaying a man^ 
in order to murder him, 
naturally raifed the indig- 
nation of the public, amd 
excited the vigilance of 
the police. 

The Count was feizcd a 
few days after, nearGravef- 
end, in difguife, and at- 
tempting to procure a paf- 
fage in an outward-boiind 
fhip; his three defperadoe^ 

were 
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were alfo foon after, taken 
into cuftody, and with Co- 
ningfmark, tried at the Old 
Bailey, before the chief 
juftices, Pemberton and 

' North, the chief baron 
Mountague, the recorder, 
ajid others. 

Three of the affaffins, 
after a long trial, were 
clearly convifted of inur- 

' der, as well by their own 
confeffions,. as from de- 
pofitions previoufly taken 
Dy the coroner, and other 
ftrong evidence; but ftrange 
to tell, the original propo- 

• . fer and promoter of all the 
mifchiet, the infamous Co- 
niftgfraark, by far the great- 
eft criminal, was acquitted; 
while the three wretched 
<nen^ he had corrupted and 
employed, were executed, 
under circumftances of ge- 
neral hatred and indigna- 
tion. 

The contriver of an aft, 
at whtjch the heart of an 
£ngli(kman revolts, thus 
tfcaping punifhment, was 
a national difappointment, 
and naturally exafperated 
the friends and family of 
the dcceafed; a writer of 
that period, without pro- 
ducing any corroborating 
proofs, throws out a rafh 
charge of corruption againft 



the preCding judge, (Pem- 
berton) and the jury. 

Of the latter, many of 
whom were foreigners, but 
mod of them reputable 
men, I am not prepared to 
fpeak; but as to the judge, 
we muft not admit lightly, 
an accufation, which would 
brand with everlafting in- 
famy, a man, who had de- 
voted his whole life to a 
profeffion, in which emi- 
nence and promotion are 
not very eafily attained, 
but wbicn, by toil and per- 
feverance, anifted by lucky 
incidents, he had procured; 
nor is it probable, that any 
douceur, a profligate fo- 
reign adventurer could pre- 
fent, would have feduced 
an eminent judge, of rao;* 
derate enjoy men t.«, to for^ 
get his duty, and rifle his 
independence, his fame and 
his life. I rather impute 
the guilty count's acquittal, 
to the fraudulent conduft 
of an interpreter, employed 
to explain the evidence to 
the foreign part of the ju- 
ry; he had been long con- 
nefted with the count's fa- 
mily in fome fubordinate 
capacity, appeared during 
the whole trial to intereft 
himfelf ftrongly in his be- 
half, and was feveral times 
checked 
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checked by the counfel ori 
the part of the crown, for 
coming forward too offici- 
oufly, whentiot called up- 
on; and was told, he afted 
the part of an advocate 
rather than an interpreter; 
the chief juRice Pemberton 
I confefs, appears to have 
had. a bias in favor of the 
prifoner, I hope and be- 
licvcj not a corrupt one ; 
it was alfo remarked, that 
the three condemned male- 
fadors were not afked, as 
is ufual in fuch cafes, what 
they had to fay in their de- 
fence, why fentence Ihould 
not be pronounced againft 
them. 

I have perufed the trial 
Vith fomc attention, and 
confefs, that there is not 
the fliadow of a doubt on 
my mind, of the count's 
guilt : in fuch infernal tranf- 
adions, poGtive evidence, 
can very rarely be pro- 
cured, as they are general- 
ly carried on in darknefs 
andmyftery; but Coningf- 
mark's previous and fre- 
quent intercourfe with the 
murderers, his purchafing 
deaths for one, and wea- 
pons for another; the vi- 
rulent manner, in which 
he had long fpoke of Mr. 
Thynnc, and a Angular 



queftion he direfted a pcr- 
Ibn Nd afk of the Swedifli 
Envoy, concerning thele*^ 
gality of marrying Lady 
Ogle, in cafe of Mr* 
Thynne's falling in a ren^ 
counter with him; his per- 
petually changing lodgings, 
and going by a feigned 
name, when he came to 
London, to direft the ne- 
farious bufinefs; and laftly^ 
his attempting to efcape iii^ 
difguife, and telling the 
people of the-houfe, he 
lodged in, he was going to 
Windfor, when he actually 
went to Gravefend; were 
proofs circumftantial, it is 
true, but fufficiently ftrong 
to convince moft perfons 
of his guilt. 

It is impoffible to perufc 
the trial, without remark- 
ing, the great lenity, incli- 
nation to mercy, and fcru- 
pulous attention, in every 
minute particular, paid to 
thefe abominable culprits ; 
it appears to have been 
carried to rather a dange- 
rous extreme, with refpefck 
to them, and I am of opi- 
nion, enabled the count, 
who was treated with too 
much refpeft and delicacy, 
to make impreffions on the 
jury, which ultimately ten- 
ded to his acquittal. 

But 
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But all the pains he took, 
all the guilt he incurred, 
and the innocent blood he 
had fhed, could not accom- 
plifli the purpofe he wiflied; 
abhorring his crime, and 
detefting the perpetrator of 
it. Lady Ogle would never 
admit him into her pre- 
fence, and was afterwards 
ttiarned to the Duke of 
Somerfet, who although flie 
was a virgin widow, was in 
fafcl, her third hufband ; 
the lady having been be- 
trothed in her infancy, to 
Henry, Earl of Ogle, only 
fon of Cavendifh, Duke of 
Newcaftle, who died in 
his childhood. 

After efcaping punifh- 
ment for a crime he had 
committed, the count, in 
the midft of a career of 
unbridled profligacy, and 
with the confcience of a 
murderer, was put to death 
for a crime, of which he 
was innocent. 

Wandering, reftlefs and 
felf-tormented, over vari- 
ous parts of Europe, he 
vifited the court of (I be- 
lieve at that time) the Duke 
of Hanover, whofe fon, the 
prince of Zell, was after- 
wards George the firft, king 
of England. 

In the indifcriminate ar- 



dor of vicious paflion, and 
hoping to take advantage 
of^ domeftic difcord, he 
prefumed to caft unhallow- 
ed looks on the princefs of 
Zell, who had for fome 
time, lived in a comfortlefs 
ftate of eftranged nuptial 
affcftion ; the prince in- 
dulging a culpable latitude 
in female intercourfe, whilll 
his wife lived almolt in a 
ftate of feclufion, in her 
own apartments. 

But one of the frail court 
favourite^^ a moft artful 
creature, afterwards ere* 
ated Dutchefs of Munftef, 
having lately difpleafed this 
unfaithful hufband, and be- 
ing fearful of a reconcilia- 
tion with his wife ; faw with 
pleafure, and privately en- 
couraged the infolent pre- 
tenfions of the Count; af- 
furing him, that a man of 
his perfonal accomplifh- 
ments and merit, could not 
fail fucceeding, after a little 
perfeverance, with a lady 
fo very ill ufed. 

Having at the fame time 
excited the jealoufy of the 
prince, by apt emiffaries, 
and diftantfuggeftions, con- 
cerning the marked atten- 
tions, and known charafler 
of Coningfmark; for, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, hufbands, 
however 
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however negligent, are not when they knew fhe would 
fond of being made ridi- be in that place, and the 



culous ; this abominable 
woman, by means of a 
bribe, prevailed on a court 
valet of Herenhaufen, who 
attended the princefs, to 
go to the count's lodging, 
and inform him, that the 
princefs of Zfcll wiftied to 
fpeak with him immediate- 
ly, on an affair of impor- 
tance. 

The man of gallantry, 
flattering himfelf that the 
lady's referve had a.t length 
relaxed) hurried to what 
he confidered as an ap- 
pointment; whik the infi- 
dious contriver of the me-* 
ditated mifchief, repairing, 
without delay to the prince, 
and affefting a concern for 
the honour of his houfe, 
told him, fhe could no 
longer be a filent obferver 
of the flagitious conduft 
of his wife; that if any 
doubts remained of her 
infidelity, his highnefs had 
now an opportunity of be- 
ing an eyewitnefs of his 
own difhonour; that the. 
favored lover, at the mo- 
ment fhe fpoke, was with. 
the princefs, in her bed- 
chamber; tJie confpirers, 
againfl this unfortunate la- 
dy, having chofen an hour, 
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valet being previoufly in- 
flrufted, to which room he 
was to conduft the count. 

The irritated hufband, 
conflitutionally and ungo- 
vernably pafConate, rufhed 
furioufly, fword in hand, 
to the apartment, and meet- 
ing the count, at the door, 
juTt returning from the 
princefs, who had aJQTilred 
him fhe had never fent; 
he, without u tte ring a word, 
plunged his weapon into 
the bofom of the aflaffin; 
and after bitterly reproach- 
ing his wife, and refufing 
to liften to any explanation, 
imprifoned the unhappy 
woman, for the remainder 
of her life, in a folitary 
caftle. 

CORNELIUS GAL- 
LUS, a Roman gene- 
ral, and an elegiac poet, 
a native of Forum Julii, a 
fpot not precifely afcer- 
tained, as this appellation 
has been given, fometimes 
to the city of Frejus, in 
Provence, and. fometimes 
to a town in Iflria, now 
called Frioul. 
. A celebrated critic and 
grammarian, who imagines 
hp has cleared this geogra- 
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phio doubt, by local ety- 
mology, determines the 
country of Gallus, to have 
been in the Narbonnefe 
Gaul, by producing words 
from the remaining frag- 
ments of his work«, only 
made ufe of in that pro- 
vince. 

Callus was the favourite 
friend ^nd aflbciate of Au- 

Saftus,and is generally con- 
dered as the original pa- 
tron of Virgil, whofe laft 
eclogue remains an ever- 
lafting monument of the 
gratitude and genius of the 
poet. 

Gallus, as a military of- 
ficer, accompanied his maf- 
ter into Egypt, in the cam- 
paign againft Anthony and 
Cleopatra; he a6led as a 
confidential meffenger in 
the intercourfe with that 
extraordinary woman, who 
(bon faw the concealed wifh 
of the Roman general, to 
condufl her to Rome, in 
order to grace his triumph 
with an Egyptian queen; 
by a (ingular union of art 
and intrepidity; fhe placed 
berfelf out of the power of 
the conqueror. 

Gallus was appointed 
lieutenant of Egypt, with 
three legions ana full au^ 
tfaority, but in the giddi- 



nefs of profperity is faid io 
have abufed his power, and 
during the intemperance of 
a public feftival, to have 
been guilty of the ingrati- 
tude as well as impolicy of 
fpeaking difrefpeftfully of 
the Emperor, his friend and 
benefaaor. 

He was alfo accufed of 
aiFefting the manners^ drefti 
and accompaniments of rb^'- 
alty ; of ordering his name, 
with a long lift of oftenta- 
tious titles to be infcribed 
on the pyramids; thefe and 
other inftances of prepof- 
terous conduft, in a man 
confeffedly of fenfe and 
difcernment, I impute to 
the intoxication of vanity 
or of wine ; but whatever 
his conduft, or the motive* 
by which he was aBuated, 
Gallus fuffered feverely for 
his follies, or his crimes; 
he was recalled, condemn- 
ed to exile, and his proper* 
ty confifcated. 

An exclamation of Au- 
guftus, when he figned the 
fatal fentence, is recorded, 
and produced by a modern 
writer, ftrongly prepoffcff- 
ed againft him, as an in- 
fiance of deep diflimulati- 
on; but, may it notequally 
prove the fincerity of hi? at- 
tachment to Callus: '^ how 

hard 



CORNELIUS GALLtJS- 



^ 



iiard is vay fate," faid the 
emperor, with (ears in ht« 
cyeis, " that the moft atro- 
trious confpirators again ft 
my Hfeand authority ,fliould 
be found among thofe who 
were once my deareft, and 
ought to have been, my 
moft faithful friends.** 

As impartial juft ice is one 
of ihe rights of nuniy and as 
accofdihg to the democra- 
tic hypothefis of liberty 
and equality, kings are en- 
titled to a candid conftruc- 
don of their words and 
adion^ as well as other per<- 
foRs; I am of opinion, that 
Auguftus was really and 
booa fide, attached to Gal- 
ius, and that the latter was 
adually guilty of the of- 
fences for which he fuffer- 
ed; had there been any 
thing to conceal or to fup- 
i>refs9 the favourite would 
fiave been privately put to 
death) oh the odious but 
lafe principle, that dead 
men tell no tales. 

But, allowing the poet 
€o hate been faulty, per- 
liaps k may be faid, that 
tht -cmperOr^ had he really 
loved, might eafily have 
pardoned him ; his pecu- 
liar pofition, as well as dif- 
pa£rtioai9 liatwally inclined 

N % 



to feverity, as I have ob- 
ferved in another place,and 
rendered timid and fufpi- 
cious by repeated treafonfi^ 
made a^ive precaution and 
decifive meafures neceffa^ 
ry. Auguftus was certain*- 
}y attached to Gallus, but 
he loved himfelf, he loved 
the purple, he loved fu- 
preme authority better. 

I Ihbuld venerate and al- 
moft adore the man, who, 
in his circumftances, would 
hav^e afted otherwife, but 
luch a man it is not eafy to 
find; Auguftus, like other 
great chara£lers, has been 
mifreprcfented or mifun- 
derftood; he was a con- 
fummate courtier, a deep 
diffimulator, and poffeffcd 
many bad qualities 5 but it 
does not follow either from 
reafon or daily experience^ 
that he was wholly without 
good qualities, it cannot 
be doubted that he had liis 
intervals of feeling, truths 
tendernefs, and patriotifm 5 
if we are none of us fault- 
lefs angels, if there are 
few of us without depra- ^ 
yity, it is fome confolation 
to a repiner,. that we are 
none of us wholly and al- 
together devils, a point on 
which m^ny divines and 
many 
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many philofophcrs have 
grofsly erred. 

Relolving not to furvive 
the lofs of fortune, friends, 
and fame. Callus periflied 
by a voluntary death, ac- 
cording to the erroneous 
maxims of the age in which 
he lived ; his memory was 
defended and wept over, 
by Ovid, his cotemporary 
Und affociate. 

They both were poets, 
poffeffingmore imagination 
than judgment, fprightly,* 
joyous and lively, and uni- 
ted with thefe vivacious 
propenfities, what is fingu- 
larly united in feveral mo- 
dern literary charafters, a 
delicate turn for elegy and 
pathos; they both fuffifr- 
cd for inaifcreet words, 
thoughtlefsly and probably 
without ill defign, thrown 
out in the warmth of a con- 
vivial moment. 

Take example my dear 
friend ♦♦f»*#»*# ^nd aU 
though feas and mountains 
now feparate us, and we 
perhaps may never meet 
again; you have the foft 
fenfibility and gentle fpirit 
of an Oyid, the favours 
and the fmiles of an Au- 
guftus ; recoUeft in your 
merry moments, that the 
fame vivacity and fatirical 



repartee which enlivens fd 
many circles, may create 
^ deadly foe ; and as it is 
probable that this page may 
approach a fpot, to which 
its author muft. not at pre- 
fent come ; be affured, that 
reflefting on the men by 
whom you are furroundea, 
the times and circumftances 
in which you are placed, is 
a fource of corxtider^blo 
uneafinefs to thofe friends, 
who admire the ingenuous 
opennefs of your heart, 
and have been fo often 
charmed with your con- 
verfation, your wit, and 
fine fpirits; but dread your 
attrafting the notice, and 
incurring the refentments 
of perfons of a very op- 
pofite defcription. 

Callus has been defcrib- 
ed, I think without fuffici- 
ent authority, as the un- 
fuccefsful rival of Mark 
Anthony, with the beauti- 
ful Cytharis, who makes 
fo confpicuous a figure, in 
a ftrong pifclure, or rather 
caricature, which Cicero 
draws of the ftiamelefs ef- 
frontery of Anthony in his 
fecond philippic; but on 
referring to the confular 
lifts, and other authenti- 
cated dates, this little anecr 
dote, which would prove 

that 
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^at Callus was a man of 
tafte, wants the ftamp of 
chronologic coincidence. 

If however, the attach- 
ments of Gallus to his fair 
favourites, was in the fame 
proportion ardent, as his 
Ibrrows >^ere acute and in- 
confolable, he muft have 
been, what women ate faid 
to relifh, a moft violent and 
romantic lover; of a num- 
ber of elegies he wrote, 
only a few mutilated frag- 
ments are extant ; thole 
entire ones, by fome attri- 
buted to him, are pro- 
nounced fpurious, by a 
good judge, and conlider- 
cd by him as the fabrica- 
tion of an artift of the mid- 
dle ages. 

GOWPER, SPENCER, 
a birrifter at law, of 
fair charafler, and hono- 
rable family, in the reign 
of King William, who in 
the full career of a profita- 
ble pra^ice, was accufed 
of murdering the daughter 
of a weahhy quaker at 
Hertford ; a charge for 
which he was tried at the 
aflizes of that place, eleven 
years after the revolution. 
And it muft be confeffed 
that there were circumftan- 
ces in the conduct and be- 



haviour of Mr. Cowpcr, 
and other perfons aflbciatdd 
with him in the indi£tment, 
which tho* not fufficientab- 
folutely to fix and bring 
home the crime upon them, 
certainly required explana- 
tion. 

Repairing to Hertford, 
as was his cuftbm, at the 
affizes, he had been pre- 
vailed on by preffing and 
repeated invitations, froni 
the fair quaker, to dine, 
and pafs a good part of the 
afternoon and evening at 
the houfe of her mother, a 
refpeftable widow, with 
whoin fhe lived; he had 
been with her almoft the 
Whole of the time without 
a third perfon, was the laft 
who had been feen in her 
company^ and at a late hour 
of the night, they had both 
gone out of doors, while 
the fervant was warming a 
bed, as fhe fuppofed, for 
Mr. Cowper. 

The unhappy female, re- 
turned no moVe; and the 
firft news her miferable mo* 
ther heard, after a night of 
agitation, fufpence, and 
anxiety, was, that the 
Gorpfe of her daughter, had 
been found floating in a ri- 
ver not far from their dwel- 
ling. 

It 



94 



COWPER, SPENCElfc. 



It IB !iot rtfecelFary to def- 
lE:»be thi^acutie fufferingsof 
a parent, or the fiknt mor- 
lification of a fraternity, 
who if they have mote than 
me fault, it if^ that with 
cpniiderable temptations to 
triumph, they fomewhat 
<yv«r-value thcmfelves, in 
excelling moft men in pu- 
rity of manners; the coro- 
l^r after as fair and impar- 
tial an -enquiry as he was 
pble to make, pronounced 
it a cafe of lunacy, and 
tbe family foUoweo their 
poor kins-woman to the 
grisive, with the hopelefs 
^^et, fuch kinds of death 
generally produce. 

>^ut reports unfavourable 
to the chaftity of the de- 
ceflifed were induftrioufly 
circulated by folly or by 
Itialic'e ; certain ignorant or 
fft-cjwdiced byfe-ftanders,af- 
fcrted, that they faw a dark 
circular mark round her 
jieck, as they drew the 
body from the water, and 
tfaiat the dilleiiiion which 
generally takes place in 
'drowned bodies, was not 
obferved; from thefe and 
other circumftances, haf- 
tily taken up, they rafhly 
concluded, jthat (he had by 
no means deftroyed herfelf, 
but that fome unwarrant- 



able, tnethods, pr^ah)^ 
ftratigliog, had been made 
ufe of, to fhorten her lifc% 
before flie was thrown into 
the rivfer. 

It was aMb proved, that t 
party of gentlemen, friends 
and acquaintance of Mr*. 
Cow per, and fome of them 
attendants on the judges of 
affize, had arrived at Hertv 
ford, the ni^ht the dec«ft<- 
fed was miffing, that they 
were heard to mak-e her 
the fubjeO: of thejr convcr*- 
fation, and to ufe the fol- 
lowing remarkable elcpret 
fion, loon after their arri«- 
val;. *^ H*er courting day* 
will foon be over; a frietid 
of ours will quickly be 
even with her." 

It ought further to be 
it»entioned, that party pbli- 
tick« had for ntanfy yeart 
run high at this place^ that 
Mr. Cowper's father, Mid^ 
I believe, his brother^ wei<e, 
at the period in queftion^ 
fitting members for the 
town, after a warm and 
llrongly contefted efeQioft ; 
for thefe and other reafons, 
it was fuppofed that many 
circumftances were exagge* 
rated, and that the oppor- 
tunity was thought favour- 
able, and eagerly feized 
on by an exafperatcd mino- 
rity, 
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rity, to call an odium on 
the family .and connections 
of a fucc^ifsful candidate : 
the qiiakcrs alfo were anx- 
ious to remove the ftigma 
of fuicide and amorousi in- 
trigue, from a member of 
rficir fociety. 

Whatever were the mo- 
tives of the different per- 
fons concerned, the public 
mind vas highly agitated, 
and the populace inflamed; 
after much cavil and cla- 
mour, the body was difin^ 
terred, particularly, and 
accurately examined by 
profeffional men, who after 
a long and elaborate dif- 
cuffion, determined, that 
there were ftrong grounds 
fur fufpefting Mr. Cowper, 
and his aflbciates, of being 
guilty of murder; they 
were immediately taken in- 
to cuftody, and arraigned 
at the enfuing affiles. 

A raa» of unblemifhed 
reputation,' liberally edu- 
cated, and by his connec- 
tions and profeflipn, gene- 
rsdly known and refpecled, 
thus at once accufed of 
murder, attende4 with cir- 
cumftances of peculiar foul- 
nefs and aggravation, natu- 
rally excited general curio- 
ficy amiattention, and pro- 
duced- a crowded court; 



the relation here given, was 
brought forward with many 
minute additions, which 
however neceffary in a 
court of juftice, would oc- 
cupy a fpace inconfiftent- 
with the limits of this coU 
leftion. 

To remove, not only 
from himfelf but his friend^ 
the danger, as well as dif- 
grace, attached to fo {hock- 
ing a charge, Mr, Cowper 
brought a number of phy- 
ficians, furgeons, and ana,- 
tomifts, eminent in their 
day; Sir Hans Sloanc, Sir 
Samuel Garth, and a name- 
fake, but not relation, of 
the barrifter's; a diligent 
and accurate diife^lor, who 
ought never to be named 
without praife; thefe, and 
many other gentlemen pro- 
ved, to the fatisfaSion of 
the court, that the argu- 
ments adduced by the me«> 
dical men, in fupport x>f 
the profecution, amongft- 
whom I recognize an an- 
ceftor of Baron Dimfdale, 
were unfounded and incon- 
clufive; that the circum* 
ftance of the corpfe having 
little or no water in the- 
flomach, did not originatts* 
from its being dead, previ- 
ous to falling in, but that 
it frequently occurred with 
fuicides, 
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fuicides, who plunge in, 
determined relolutely to 
die; that the cafe was very 
different, with thofe drown- 
ed by accident, who in their 
efforts to emerge, and often 
to call for affiltance, gene- 
rally ftruggle for foine time, 
and fwallow a conliderablc 
quantity of water. 

This and much more of 
Scientific theory, abllrufe 
reafoning, and anatomical 
explanation, in which jud- 
ges^ jurymen, and all un- 
profeflional men, mud be 
governed by the decifions 
of others, and which I have 
neither inclination nor abi- 
lity to repeat, was long and 
fully urged on both lides, 
and concluded in favor of 
the opinion, that the young 
woman had thrown herfclf 
into the river. 

In anfwer to what had 
been faid, of a mark round 
her neck, it was denied by 
feveral refpeftable witnel- 
les, that any fuch appear- 
ed ; they agreed, that there- 
was a difcolored fpot below 
the ear, and another near 
the collarbone, but neither 
of them circular, or fuch 
as a cord, drawn tight on 
the neck, would have left; 
they were accidental brui- 
fes, probably produced by 



the body falling againft 
piles, near which it was 
foi^nd, or fettlements of 
blood, not unfrequent, on 
fuch melancholy occafions. 
After a long and impar- 
tial examination of a vari- 
ety of witneffes, Mr. Cow- 
per was aflced, what he 
had to fay in his defence ; 
ftruggling between the ur- 
gency of his cafe, and that 
laudable delicacy, whiclx 
has been generally obfer- 
ved, in every thing that 
diretlly or collaterally re- 
lates to the intercourfe be- 
tween the fexes, he was 
compelled, reludlantly, to 
confefs, that , the unhappy 
young woman, on account 
of whole death he appear- 
ed, that day, at the bar of 
a court, in which he had 
fo often pleaded, that Ihe 
had long fecretly oourifli- 
ed, and at length,* by let-, 
ters and by word of mouth, 
unequivocally declared a 
ftrong attachment to him, 
which,. as a married man, 
and as the father of a fa- 
mily, he had diffuaded her 
from giving way to, by 
every means in his power. 
. The letters, in juftice to 
himfelf, and the gentlemen, 
who by fome ftrange con- 
curren;ce of circumTts^nces, 

or 
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or fome perverfc mifrepre- of every perfon prefent, of 
fentation, had been impli- either fex, to fpare my 



cated with him in the charge, 
he would prefently fubmit 
to the infpeftion of the 
court; but he wifhed firft 
to give a plain, unvarnifhed 
tale of the whole of his 
conduft, with refpeft to the 
deceafed. 

Mr. Cowper then pro- 
ceeded to obferve, that 
whefi (he faw no probabi- 
lity of her paffion meeting 
with fuitable returns, fhe 
became low-fpirited, me- 
lancholy, negligent of her 
drefs, and had been heard, 



entering into minute details 
on a fubjeft, when I fo- 
lemnly declare, that no al- 
ternative remained, but my 
quitting the houfe peremp- 
torily and abruptly, with a 
female ftruggling to retain 
me, or my forgetting my 
duty as a hufband and a 
father, and violating the 
facred laws of hofpitality ; 
it is, I believe, fcarcely 
neceiTary to explain my 
reafon for not chufing to 
accept the proffered oed, 
in which, it was ftipulated. 



in different places, and by that I was not tojleep alone.'* 
various perfons, to drop Mr. Cowper then appeal 



expreffions of difcontent 
and defpair, purporting that 
her abode in this world, 
would be of Ihort dura- 
tion, of which, in due time, 
he would bring fuflficient 
evidence. 

** The very evening we 
fpent together," continued 
the barrifter, " the lafl e- 
vening of her life, and the 
converfation, of which I 
little thought of ever re- 
peating in public, was paf- 
fedin foothing, and I truft, 
falutary advice, on my part, 
in tears and tender re- 
proaches, on hers ; and I 



ed to the general tenor of 
his life and converfation; 
to which he called many, 
and refpeftable witneffes; 
he afked, if any reafonable 
motive could be adduced, 
for his atrocioufly murder- 
ing one, who had long been 
his client, the objeft of iiis 
moft friendly regard, and of 
his pity ; and who, without 
any encouragement from 
him, had yielded to a fatal 
infatuation, which deprived 
her of peace, ment^l*puri- 
ty, and of life; one, who 
but for this fatal weaknefs, 
might have been a credit 



throw myfelf on the mercy and comfort to her family ? 
Vol. IV. O he 
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he hoped that the fituation 
in which he flood, would 
not only excufe, but jufti- 
fy his making public that, 
which otherwife fhould ne- 
ver have paffed his lips; 
and having entered into a 
long, circumftantial, and fa- 
tisfaftory account of many 
particulars, which it is not 
neceffary to introduce in 
this place; and after pro- 
ducing ftrong vouchers, in 
confirmation of all that he 
had faid, he concluded with 
taking two letters out of 
his port-folio, two paffion- 
ate letters, which the un- 
happy and culpable young 
woman had addrefled to 
him, but direfted, hy his 
defire^ to a feigned name, 
at a coffee-houfe in Lon- 
don. 

Thcfe ftrongly corrobo- 
rated the defence of Mr. 
Cowper, in every particu- 
lar : in one of them {he 
accufes him, in a mingled 
ftrain of fondnefs, chiding, 
and^defpair, of being cruel 
and hard-hearted ; and de- 
fcribing in another, fome- 
what indelicately, the point 
flie aimed at, clearly prov- 
ed, that her views and wifh- 
es were by no means pla- 
tonic. 

As far as I am able to 



comprehend the complaintai 
and unexplained allufionsi 
in her letter, and the be- 
coming referve of Mr. Cow- 
per, on the fubje6t, the 
prefling invitation to her 
mother's houfe, was made 
for the puipofe of paffing 
the night in his arms ; was 
the fubjeft of difpute a 
good part of the eveping, 
and occafioned his hurry- 
ing out while the fervant 
was warming the bed. 

Difappointcd in what ap^ 
peared to her through the 
medium of paflion and 
imagination, fupreme feli- 
city, and ceafing to value 
life, unlefs fhe could pof- 
fefs with it the man fhe 
loved, in a moment of guil- 
ty rage, defpair, and falfc 
reafoning, but I think not 
of madnefs, Ihe ruflied in- ' 
to eternity; with impulfes, 
which if the fbul is to ex- 
hibit to our great Judge, 
the tainted and corrupt-im- 
prefTions under which the 
body expires, muft have 
made a parent fliudder, and 
a chriftian figh. 

The letters, fingular fromi 
having been written by an 
amorous female quaker, 
whofe general deportment 
in other refpefts, had been 
for the malt part prudent 

and 
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^nd correQ, raifed the cu- 
riofity of the court, and 
excited the attention of the 
judge, Mr. Baron Hat fell, 
who defired to look at 
them. 

Having perufed them as 
a literary novelty, and fee- 
ing a brother of the de- 
ceafed, he demanded of 
him what he'thought of the 
hand writing; " It is like 
ttiy lifter's," replied the ho- 
neft feftary, ftruggling be- 
tween his love of truth and 
fraternal affeftion ; " But 
the fentiments avowed are 
fo contradiSory and incon- 
fiftent with the whole tenor 
of her previous life and 
converfation, that I hefi- 
tate in believing them to 
be hers." 

The fame queftion being 
put to the mother, fhe re- 
anfwered in the favage af- 
perity of a parent bereft 
of her darling daughter, un- 
der circumftances of guilt, 
fufpicion, and difhonour; 
" Nothing fhall perfuade 
me that thefe abominations 
proceeded from the heart 
or the pen of^Sarah ; I be- 
lieve not a word of all that 
hath been faid !" but many 
of the intimate friends of 
the deceafed, and feveral 
perfons unbiaffed by the 

O 



ties of nature, intereft, or 
feftarian pride, were re- 
luftantly compelled to con- 
fefs, that the hand-writing 
refembled as nearly as pof- 
fible, that of the unhappy 
young woman; and that to 
the beft of their knowledge 
and belief, they confidered 
her as the writer of the let- 
ters in queftion. 

The perfons indifted with 
Mr. Cowper, being called 
upon to explain their fih- 
gular converfation (befoi'e 
alluded to) on the night of 
their arrival at Hertford, 
replied, that Mr. Marfliall, 
a common friend of them- 
felves and Mr. Cowper, had 
formerly paid his addrefles 
to the deceafed, that for a. 
certain time flie encourag- 
ed, but at length refufed 
his offers; and that when 
they Cmderftood Mr. Cbw- 
per was at her houfe, their 
chat over their cups was 
wanton and unguarded con- 
cerning her ; having often 
joked with Mr. Marmall on 
the fubjeft; that the Words 
produced againft them, they 
remembered to have made 
ufe of, but they only meant 
perhaps, in an improper and 
indelicate fenfe, that the 
barrifter would not, nor 
ought to be very fcrupu- 
2 lou§ 
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lous in his treatment of a 
woman who had behaved 
like a jilt and a coquette 
to a former lover. 

The mention, of this cir- 
cumftance occafioned Mr. 
Cowper to recoUeO:, and 
to repeat a ftrange declara- 
tion the young woman once 
made to him, at the time 
Mr. Marfhall courted her, 
the words were, thefe ; "I 
did not think you had been 
fo dull, Mr. Cowper, as to 
imagine that I ever intend- 
ed to marry Mr. Marfliall ; 
I only thought it might 
ferve to divert the cenfure 
of the world, and favor my 
acquaintance with you." 

The accufed parties were 
honourably acquitted. 

I know not if it be wor- 
thy of remark, that the mo- 
ther of the author of The- 
lypthora, was a daughter 
of the fubjeO; of this arti- 
cle, and in Her day, a fpi- 
rited woman of confide- 
rable perfonal attraflioni?, 
elegant in her manners, and 
of refpeftable literary ac- 
quirements. 

A knight of the quill, 
once prefuming to infult 
the memory of her father, 
on the fubjeft of the very 
embarras, which is here re- 
corded, and calling his in- 



vidious attack, "An epiftic 
from Sarah the quaker, to 
Lothario;" it was anfwered 
in a lively and fatisfaftory 
way by Mifs Cowper ; fhe 
alfo wrote a very pretty 
copy of verfes, in her bro- 
ther's Coke upon Littleton; 
to this lady alfo, I believe 
was originally addreffed the 
pleafant and once popular 
fong of 

"When firft by fond 
Damon, Flavilla was feen.'* 

Moll readers of this little 
narrative will probably a- 
gree with me in opinion, 
that from the evidence, the 
l.etters, and other circum- 
ftance, produced, Mr. Cow- 
per and his friends were 
clearly exonerated from all 
fufpicion of murder; yet 
I think that the barrilter 
afted a culpable part; from 
the moment the fatal, the 
guilty fecret was revealed, 
by the lady's declaration, 
or rather, the inftant that 
he perceived any thing lik^i 
a marked preference, he 
fhould have gradually drop- 
ped all intimacy, ana at laft 
all intercourfe; his paffing 
the whole of an evening, 
without any third perfon, 
with a woman fo infatuated, 
as to write the indecorous 
letters, before mentioned, 

and 
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aivd at a time when there is 
good reafon for believing 
He was himfelf hot with the 
Tufcan grape, and high in 
blood; however it might 
afford him an opportunity 
of exhibiting his fingular 
forbearance, was wrong, 
inexpedient, and fubje£iing 
buman frailty to a tempta- 
tion^ which every day's ex- 
perience proves, it is not 
calculated'to wiihltand. 

His keeping up an ac- 
quaintance with the frail 
quaker, after he knew her 
unpropitious propenfity, 
and another circumftance 
which I will not cxplaiij, 
incline me to think, that 
there had been an improper 
connexion; but from clif- 
tafte, imprudence, or bet- 
. ter motives on the part of 
Mr. Cowper, he had re- 
folved to conclude it; and 
that although he would not 
or could not continue to 
meet her advances, exactly 
in the way flie wifhed, yet, 
as a profemonal lawyer, and 
• a man of the world, he 
thought there could be no 
great harm in occafionally 
vifiting his client^ and if he 
could happily prevail on 
her, to make a compromife 
with her feelings, and con- 
vert love into friendlhip, 
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it might, as (he poffeffed 
confiderable property, oc- 
cafion a favourable remem- 
brance of him or his family 
in her will. 

This fpecres of conveni- 
ent coquetry, occafionally 
pra£lifed by both fexes, this 
feduftive half-way complai- 
fance, which fays to a rich 
widow, or a wealthy batch- 
elor, I will do all hd^ to 
pleafe you, frequently oc- 
curs, but ought always to 
be cenfured ; befides the 
unprincipled turpitude of 
the proceeding, it is arro- 
gantly affuming a power^ 
which mortals feldom pof- 
fefs, the power over the 
paffions ; it is faying to in- 
flamed defire and guilty 
love, thus far fhalt thou go 
and no farther; it is raifing 
a whirlwind, without being 
certain that we can arreu 
its fury. 

The compiler of this ar- 
ticle, knows a female guilty 
of this indifcretion, who 
would be furprized to hear 
herfelf defcribed as an un- 
principled demirep, which 
in fatl fhe is; with a lovely 
perfon and eyes, which it 
is not fafe to look at, nimi- 
um lubricos afpici, fhe 
makes it the bufinefs of her 
life to excite and encou- 

rage 
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rage the gallantries and at- 
tentions of men of fortune ; 
admitting, and fubmitting 
to preffures, toyings, fa- 
miliarities, and fignificant 
looks, to which a hufband 
alone is entitled. 

Being once checked by 
a friend, for fuch indeco- 
rous, mercenary manceu- 
vres, fhe made the follow- 
ingreply,whilft ready fmiles. 
could not wholly conceal 
the latent fparks of refent- 
ment : " I have no patience 
with fuch precife folks, who 
tranllate looks in their own 
way, and give a criminal 
meaning, to words and ac- 
tions, the moft innocent 
in the world." 

'* Excufe me^ my dear 
•*****, I wholly acquit you 
of aftual crime, but why 
tread on the confines of it ? 
confult the world's good 
opinion a little ; to being 
Virtuous, add the charm of 
fecuring to be fo." *' A 
fiddle -flick's end for the 
world," replied the lady; 
'* indeed I will not pay it 
fuch a compliment; I will 
not flatter the odious wret- 
ches with fo much homage. 
" The conduft you fo un- 
mercifully cenfure me for, 
is the fruit of pure grati- 
tude and friendlhip, and I 



fhould hate myfelf moltat-* 
ly, if I did not treat with 
marked attention, civility 
and kindnefs, ^Mr. ♦*♦♦♦, 
Mr. *** and Mr. *^**«»»», 

to whom myfelf, Mr. - 

and the children, are more 
obliged, ^han to any body 
in the world." 

An anfwer, which at- 
tempted to convert crimi- 
nal indecorum into in^if- 
penfible duty, could not 
well be. refuted in a room^ 
where all the parties concern- 
ed^ were bufy at a rubber; 
and the cenfurer feeing, or 
fancying that he faw a ten- 
dency in the lady, to attaclt 
his reafoning by Circaean 
arguments ; made a low 
bow, and pafled on to ano- 
ther part of the room. 

D'AIGUILLON, Duke 
of, a peer of France, 
under' the regal govern- 
ment, and commandant of 
Brittany, during the feven 
years war with England; 
accufed by his enemies of 
entertaining a ftrong anti- 
pathy againft gunpowder. 

It was while he adminif- 
tered that province, that 
an ill concerted, and worfe 
executed defcent, of a bo- 
dy of Britifh forces, took 
place, in which, I believe, 
every 
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every man who landed, 
>yas killed, or taken prifo- 
ner; while the troops were 
engaged, the duke pru- 
dently pofted himfelf in a 
inill, which flood on an 
eminence, within fight of 
the place of atlion, but at 
a refpeftable diftance. 

This expedition natu- 
rally became a topic of ge- 
nejral obfervation in Brit- 
tany, and at the table of 
a certain gentleman, in the 
environs of Rennes, a 
young man, who was ex- 
ped;ing advancement at 
court, took occafion to ex- 
tol the' conduft of the 
duke, of which the lefs that 
yras faid of it the Jpetter ; 
this filly praifer of that 
which aid not deferve it, 
concluded his panegyric 
with the following words; 
" On that day, the duke 
was covered with glory," 
^' and with flour" adaed 
aa unlucky rogue on the 
oppoflte fiae of the table. 

The bon mot occafioned 
a hearty laugh, and was ge- 
nerally circulated, but un- 
fortunately for the perfon 
who uttered it, Monfieur 
Chalotais, a gentleman of 
Rennes, it reached the ears 
of the duke ; a man of 
l^en refentments, which 



he for the prefent fuppref- 
fed, 'till he was able to de- 
flroy the objeO: of his ven- 
geance. To accomplifh 
this purpofe, he is accufed 
of having employed the 
moft treacherous and exe^ 
crable means, which for 
the honor of the duke, 
and indeed of human na- 
ture, I wifti it was in my 
power to contradia. 

He wrote, or caufed to 
be written, fatirical verfes, 
and fcandalous lampoon^ 
againft the king, which 
were induftrioufly difper- 
fed through the province, 
and a •formal charge was 
brought againft Chalotais, 
of being the author of 
them. 

A commiflion, compofed 
of corrupt creatures, who 
would fay or do any thing, 
was appointed to examine 
into the bufmefs; they 
found the unhappy man 
guilty, and he was u>oft af- 
ter executed. 

The fliort, but melan- 
choly narrative, which is 
the fubjefl: of our prefent 
article, after fo long an in- 
terval, became the fubjeft 
of an animated paper- war, 
between certain conftitu- 
tional emigres, and fome 
of their countrymen, who 

call 
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call tkemfclves Tid^les^ fince 
fo many Gallic exiles have 
taken refuge amongft us. 

A certain eminent fo- 
reigner, refident in Lon- 
don, is named by his op- 
ponent, as one of* the de- 
teftable commiffion, and as 
the only one^ who voted for 
the death of the innocent 
Chatotais; a man of amia- 
ble manners, irreproacha- 
blelife, anduniverfallyref- 
pefted in the country where 
he refided. 

" All this you did and 
much more," fays the in- 
trepid ex-conftitutionalift, 
^ in the mean hope of car- 
rying favor with the duke, 
and in one refpeQ, it an- 
fwered yourpurpofe; for 
you were foon after made 
tnaitre des requetes, then 
intendant of a province, 
and finally, comptroller- 
general of the finances; 
what followed, Europe and 
the world have feen." 

DARWIN, ERASMUS, 
a man of genius, a 
botanift, a pleafing poet, 
and a fuccefsful prafticer 
of phyfic, with a thoufand 
recommendatory qualifica- 
tions, on the fcore of fcho- 
larfhip, fertile ingenuity, 
and medical acumen, but 
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too often led aftray into 
the terra incognita of ex- 
travagant theory, and wild 
hypothefis. 

It is to be lamented, that 
in his Zoonomia, the work 
of a ftrong mind, and what 
is not always united with 
it, a highly creative fancy ; 
that in a fcientific volume, 
defigned and calculated to 
tranfmit ufeful knowledge 
to future ages, he has in- 
terwoven and diflFufed doc- 
trines and opinions, incom* 
patible with human happi^. 
nefs, and moral expedien- 
cy; not always connefted 
with the fubjeft he difcuf- 
fes, equally uncreditable 
to his' tafte and judgment, 
and fome of which there 
is good reafon for thinking 
he does not really belieye 
himfelf. 

This ftrange inconfiften- 
cy, this fcepticifm which 
does not difbelieve, I can 
only attribute to the pride 
of human reafon, that cha- 
rafteriftic mark of modern 
philofophy, which would 
not be fuppofed to enter- 
tain notions and maxims, ge- 
nerally received by.the vul- 
gar and unenlightened : in 
one inftance he has been 
clearly hurried into i 
landof infidcli 
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itnagination, and becaufe 
the fceptical deduftion na- 
turally followed from one 
of his favorite chimaerical 
pofitions, which in the 
dazzling enthuliafm of no- 
velty, and in the parental 
blifs of felf-produftion, he 
had haftily advanced. To 
have retrafted the point in 
queftion, however magna- 
nknous and meritorious, 
would have been under- 
mining one of the principal 
pillars of the doctor's vi- 
fionary fabric, and would 
have deprived him of fome 
of the happieft opportuni- 
ties of mounting his met- 
tlefome Pegafus, and indul- 
ging its moft riotous and 
unbounded career. 

Dr. Darwin has been 
called a poetical man of 
fcience ; and a refpc£lable 
critic, has characterized his 
Zoonomia, " as a work of 
abundant conjefture, and 
litde faO:, in which the phy- 
fician too often lofes him- 
felf in whimfical reverie, 
and metaphyfic fubtilty ;" 
he alfo was ccnfured, at 
the time he publifhed his 
daborate and highly finifh- 
cd botanic poem, for taking 
*tt notice of the Connubia 
"V of Monfieur de la 
'itted in 1732, 



which it is more than pro 
* bable, a man of his general 
reading and obfervation, 
muft have feen or heard 
of. 

A laugh has been raifed, 
at the expence of our phy- 
lician, by a fatirical poet, 
who has parodied his man- 
ner of writing ; the fol- 
lowing humorous (ketch, 
of a boat (hooting London 
bridge, is extra6led from a 
periodic work of the wicked 
wit, and has been thought 
a happy imitation of the 
ddftor's talent at elegant 
amplification, and of his 
manner of relating trivial 
incidents and common cir- 
cumftances, in refined ex- 
prcfTion and poetical phrafe. 
*' So, thy dark arches Lon- 
don bridge beftride 
Indignant Thames, and part 

his angry tide ; 
There oft' returning from 

thofe green retreats. 
Where fair Vauxhallia 

decks her fylvan feats; 
Where each fpruce nymph, 

from city counters free. 
Sips the froth'd fyllabub or 

fragrant tea ; 
While with flic'd ham, 

fcrap'd beef, and burnt 

Champaigne, 
Her 'prentice lover foothes 

his amorous pain ; — 
P There 
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There oft' in wcll-trimm'd 

wherry glide along. 
Smart beaux, and giggling 

belles a glitt'ring throng; 
Smells the tarr'd rope, — 

with undulation fine 
Flaps the loofe failj the 

filken awnings (bine; 
" Shoot we the bridge," 

the vent'rous boatmen 

cry? 
" Shoot we the bridge?*' 

tb' exulting fare reply. 
Down the fteep fall the 

headlong cocknies go, 
Curls the white foam, the 

breakers roar below ; 
With ftrong clos'd eyes, 

clench'd hands and quick 

drawn breath, 
As at the center arch they 

dart beneath ; 
Full 'gainft the pier th' un- 

fteady timbers knock, 
The thin planks darting 

own th' impetuous Ihock; 
The fhifted oar, dropt fail, 

and fleadied helm. 
With angry furge the clo- 

fing waters whelm. 
Laughs the glad Thames, 

and clafps each fair one's 

charms, 
That fcreams and ftruggles 

in his oozy arips. 

The tremendous rafts, 
which at a certain time a- 
gitated the hopes and fears 



of a certain part of thef^ 
public, are thus decorated 
by the fam^ unmerciful po- 
et, who laughs with equal 
cafe, at a learned phyfician 
and the great republic ; if 
the ironical bard has a faulty 
it is, that his parodies and 
imitations have too much 
excellence; they excel in 
genuine poetry, imagery, 
andallufion, the pieces they 
were defigned to ridicule ; 
materiam fuperabat opus. 

" Eager to grafp the wreath 

of naval fame. 
The Great Republic, 

plans the floating frame; 
O'er the huge timbers fur* 

ly terror {talks. 
And counts with joy the 

ftrong compafted balks ; 
Of young -ey'd maffacres 

the cherub crew. 
Round their grim chief the 

mimic taflc purfue ; 
Turn the ftifF fcrew, apply 

the ftrength'ning clamp. 
Drive the long bolt, or fix 

the ftubborn cramp ; 
Lafh the reluQant oeam, 

the cable fplice. 
Join the firm dove - tail, 

with adjuftment nice ; 
Through yawning fiflures 

urge, the willing wedge, 
Orgivethefmoothing adze, 

a (harper edge* 

Or 
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Or group'd in fairy bands, 

with playful care, 
The unc6nfcious bullet to 

the furnace bear; 
Or gaily tittering, tip the 

match with fire, 
Prime thd^ big mortar, bid 

the fhell ajpire; 
Applaud with tiny hands 

and laughing eyes, 
And watch the bright de- 

ftruflion as it flies. 
Ye foft airs breathe, ye 

gentle billows waft. 
And fraught with freedom 

bear th' expefted raft ; 
Perch'd on her back behold 

the patriot train, 



Ye imps of murder guard 

her angel form. 
Check the rude furge, and 

chace the hov'ring ftorm; 
Shield from contufiye 

Ihocks her timber limbs. 
And guide th? sweet en- 

THUsiAST as Ihe fwims." 

Though I know not with 
what propriety it is intro- 
duced, in an article affign- 
cd to Dr. Darwin, I cannot 
refift the temptation I feel, 
to grace my coHeftion with 
the following mafterly imi- 
tation of Horace's Ode, 
beginning, Quis multa gra- 
cilis, compofed^ as I have 



good reafon for believing, 
by the fame hand, 

ODE 

To Citizen Merlin, 
One of ihe french Directory. 

Who now from Naples, 

Rome, or Berlin, 
Creeps to thy blood-ftajn'd 

den, O Merlin 
With diplomatic gold ? to 

whom 
Doft thou give audience 

en co/lume ? 
King Citizen ! how fure 

each ftate. 
That bribes thy love fhall 

feel thy hate ; 
Shall fee the democratic 

ftorm. 
Her commerce, arts, and 

laws deform. 
How credulous, to hope a 

bribe 
Could purchafe peace from 

Merlin's tribe. 
Whom faithlefs as the 

waves or wind. 
Nor oaths reftrain, nof trea- 
ties bind. 
For us, beneath yon fa- 

cred roof. 
The naval flags and arms 

of proof. 
By Britilh valour nobly 

bought. 
Shew how true fafety muft 

be fought, 
a Though 
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Though I have fo vf idely 
'Wandered from my fubjeQ:, 
I cannot conclude without 
declaring, that whether fink- 
ing under difeafe, or feek- 
ing for focial converfe, I 
know aot a more able phy- 
fician, or a pleafanter com- 
panion, than Dr. Darwin ; 
in fpite of the obftacles of 
an impeded utterance, and 
certain eccentric propenfi- 
ties, whicbthe ladies would 
fome^iriics wilh him to fup- 
prefs. 

DECIUS LABERIUS, 
a Roman knight, de- 
fired, or, as we Ihould fay, 
in the language of a mo- 
dern theatre, commanded 
to ad:, ia his old age, by 
Julius Caefar. 

This circumftance hath 
been mentioned by a mo- 
dern writer, as a ftrong 
inftance of unfeeling del- 
potifm ; yet more i& made 
of it than the tranfadion 
will bear. 

Laberius, originally a 
player, had retired many 
years from the ftage; his 
limbs were probably grown 
ftiff with old age, and for 
Y^ant of praftice , his fkill 
confiderably diminifhed ; 
under fuch circumftances, 
lo be called on, from a 



quarter he durft not refift ; 
to rifle a reputation already^ 
eftabliftied, was extremely 
unpleafant; yet, on fuch 
occafions, the public felr 
dom forget their old fa- 
vourites, and make large 
allowances for age, infir- 
mity, and the abfence of 
that dexterity, which can 
only be acquired, and re- 
tained by long habit and 
unremitting perfeverance. 

In a company, where the 
cafe of Laberius was the 
fubjeft of converfation, it 
was afls^ed. In what manner^ 
the late excellent David 
Garrick, ten years after 
his retirement, would have 
noticed fuch a mandate 
from king George the third ; 
*' he would inftantly have 
refufed, a requeft, which 
no power on earth could 
have obliged an Englifh- 
man to comply with ;" was 
the reply of one of^ the 
company. 

The editor of this coU 
leftion was of a different 
opinion ; and when he re- 
colleSs the good nature, 
and good fenfe, fo happily 
blended in our Englilh 
Rofcius, he can almoft fee 
him fhrugging up his fhouU 
ders, and with one of his 
inimitable ironical looks, 

ill 
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in which regret was almoft 
fuppreffed by merriment, 
exclaiming; '^ I confefs, I 
had rather be by my own 
fire fide at Hampton, but 
if fuch is his majefty's 
pleafure, it is my duty to 
fabmit; I know the good- 
nefs of his heart, and that 
he will not forget prendre 
moi telle quejejui^.'' 

DE DOMINIS, MARK 
ANTHONY, archbi. 
(hop of Spalatro, in the 
Venetian' territory of DaK 
matia, daring the pontifi- 
cate of Camillo Borghefi, 
who governed the church, 
under the title of Paul the 
fifth. 

With the profeffed pur- 
pofe of reducmg the great 
points of diflent between 
the Catholics and Protef- 
tants, to a narrow compafs, 
and in the hope of produ- 
cing by mutual conceffion, 
a cordial union; this Italian 
prelate, in the year 1616, 
travelled into England, 
where he was received with 
kindnefs and attention, by 
King. James the firft, who 
feems to have been pleafed 
with the opportunity of dif- 
playing to a foreign digni- 
Ury, his polemic dexterity 



as head of the Englilh 
church. 

A Catholic archbifhop, 
thus vifiting on a religious 
errand, a Proteftant coun- 
try, excited general atten- 
tion; he was complimented 
by the univerfities, enter- 
tained at Lambeth by the 
archbifhop, appointed dean 
of Windfor. with the valu- 
able reflory of IHley, in , 
Berkfliire, annexed to it, 
and mailer of the hofpitai 
of the Savoy. 

In order to pave the way 
for his reception, he had 
previous, to his arrival, pub- 
lifhed an Italian book in 
duodecimo, dated i6t8, 
but no place mentioned in 
the title page; this he cal- 
led Scogli del Chriftiano 
Naufragio; or Rocks on 
- which Chriftianity bath 
been Shipwrecked; the 
rocks he mentions, are, 
mafs, auricular confeffion, 
purgatory, which he deno- 
minates a foolifh fancy, the 
worfliip of faints, plenary 
indulgence, and fprinkling 
of holy water; this laft he 
calls a Pagan fuperftition ; 
he fcruples not to ftyle the 
Pope, Antichrift, and a 
tyrannical ufurper, and the 
majority of common Catho- 

lies, 
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lies, FORMAL IDOLATORS, 
WHO ADORE BREAD AS 

THE TRUE God; be alfo 
profeffes his entire difbe- 
lief of tranfubftantiation, 
but adds, that Jie confiders 
this tenet of the church of 
Rome, as a miftake in phi- 
lofopby, rather than an er- 
ror in divinity; and con- 
cludes with obfcrving, that 
in both churches, there 
was fomething laudable, 
fomething tolerable, and 
fomething intolerable. 

The king and the eftab- 
lifhed cldrgy were pleafed, 
with what they confidered 
as an unequivocal recanta- 
tion of Popifh errors; but 
the Puritans, and a large 
party oT the more rigid 
Proteftants, fome of whom 
had been eye-witneffes of 
the religious perfecutions 
and burnings, of the bloo- 
dy-minded Mary, regarded 
De Dominis with antipathy 
and fufpicion; being of o- 
pinion, that nothing good 
could come from Rome ; 
they confidered him as little 
better than a Catholic emif- 
fary, fent to fow diflention, 
and fee the nakednefs of 
the land ; a wolf in fheep's 
cloathing, infidioufly de- 
puted from the whore of 
Babylon* 



Diligent enquirers dif- 
covered other motives for 
his journey, and attributed 
his declarations againft the 
Pope, to peffonal refent- 
ment, becaufe the Pontiff 
had compelled him tapay 
a Suffragan bifhop, five 
hundred crowns a year, out 
of his epifcopal revenues ; 
but whatever were the mo- 
tives, by which the prelate 
was influenced, he diligent- 
ly purfued the avowea oh- 
jeft of his journey; and 
thinking it a necefTary pre- 
liminary ftep, to Amplify 
and arrange the objeftions 
and anfwers of each party; 
he pilblifhed, during his 
flay in England, which was 
almoft ten years, two vo- 
lumes in folio, De Repub- 
Hca Chrifliana, a learned, 
well-written work ; the ar- 
guments of which, againfl 
Popery, are pronounced by 
Heylin, unanfwerable. 

The archbifhop complain- 
ed, that when he had col- 
le6led and printed the prin- 
cipal grounds of the JPro- 
teftant feceflion, he was not 
permitted to publifh the an- 
fwers and objeSions of the 
(Catholics; I cannot afcer- 
tain whether his flaitement, 
in this refpeft, was/'exaftly 
correft, yet it is a mode of 

pro- 
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proceeding which has been 
too often prafticed in re- 
ligious controverfies ; in 
ftruggles for fuperiority, in 
^the war of interefts and fu- 
ry of paflion, we too often 
lofe fight of candour and 
juftice; power, like Jupi- 
ter, in his difputes with a 
countryman, w no pretended 
to have an opinion of his 
own, will Jhezv its thunder- 
hit. 

I have heard of a tranf- 
aftion concluded on prin- 
ciples fomewhat fimilar, 
during the Arininian dif- 
putes in Holland; after a 
long, a bitter, but ineffec- 
tual war of words, public 
notice was given, that on a 
certain day, a niinifter of 
each of the cotitcnding par- 
tics fhould preach, one in 
the morning, and his oppo- 
nent in the afternoon. 

At the time appointed, the 
orthodox preacher mount- 
ed the pulpit, and preached 
for three hours^ to a nume- 
rous congregation, friends 
and foes, of all perfuafions : 
he treated his fubjefl: with 
fo much (k'ill, that in the 
opinion of the majority, 
his point was eftablifhed 
beyond all poffibility of 
contradiftion ; fome of the 
mod violent of his adver- 



faries, who with all their 
virulence and zeal, had 
thought very little of the 
fubjcft, in a cool, unpreju- 
diced way, began to doubt 
if they were right; and 
many of the wavering mul- 
titude, declared themfelves 
entirely of the fame opini- 
on with the preacher. 

The teachers and leaders 
of the diffenters, retired fi- 
lent and fullen. and returned 
impatiently after a hafty din- 
ner ,to feall on the more de- 
licious pleafure of confuting 
and confounding their tri- 
umphant enemies; an un- 
expefled circumflancc de- 
prived them of this grati- 
fication ; tbey found the 
church fhut, and the civil 
magiftrate, at the head of 
an armed force, guarding 
the doors ; he informed 
them, that the difcourfe 
•delivered in the morning, 
had produced general con- 
viftion, that the matter in 
difpute, was confidered as 
fatisfaftorily and finally fet- 
tled; that nothing further 
could be permitted on the 
fubjeft, and that fuch as 
continued refraftory and 
obftinate, would be punifh- 
ed as difturbers of the pub- 
lic peace; the difappointed 
and exafperated feftaries 
retired. 
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retired, groaning and vow- 
ing vengeance. 

But, to return to the 
archbifhop of Spalatro : re- 
ports had for fome time 
been circulated, unfavou- 
rable to his candour and 
integrity; it was difcovered 
that feveral meflTages had 
paffed between him and the 
Pope, by means of the Spa- 
nifh ambalfador, and that 
under certain conditions, 
the fugitive had agreed to 
return into Italy. 

The bifhops of London 
and Durham and Dr. Young, 
dean of Winchefter, waited 
on him, by the king's deiire, 
for an explanation of his 
conduft; he acknowledged 
his intention of vifiting 
Rome, lamented that he 
had undertaken a bufmefs, 
too weighty and too com- 
plicated for human wifdom ; 
and added, in an emphatic 
way, that freferment^ to the 
amount of three thoufand pounds 
a vear, was referved by the 
Pope^ for his acceptance. 

With all his Itrong con- 
viftions of the fraudulent 
corruptions of the Vati- 
can^ he could not rcfift 
fuch a temptation; his ap- 
pointments in England, not 
prodticing more than a 
fourth part of that fum; it 



was in vain that the Pro- 
teftant ecclefiaftics expof- 
tulated with him, on his 
inconliftent conduQ:, and 
infifted, that the pofitions 
and declarations in his Sco- 
glio del Chriftiano Naufra- 
gio, made it impoffible for 
an honeft man, or a fincere 
chriftian, to return to the 
Catholic faith; they hinted, 
in a gentle way, on the op- 
portunity he was giving to 
bis enemies, of calling him 
a worldly - minded Rene- 
gado. 

De Dominis replied, " that 
mifconftruQions, which ig- 
norance or malevolence^ 
might apply to him, could 
not affecl an honeft and 
independent mind ; that he 
meant well, but had failed 
in his intended purpofe ;" 
after feveral inetfeftual 
meetings, he was ordered 
inftantly to quit the king- 
dom, without obtaining an 
audience of the king, which 
he ardently and repeatedly 
requefted. 

On account of this fin- 
gular bufmefs, was pub- 
lifhed, in fmall quarto, 
(London, 1624) under the 
following title, " The Re- 
ligious Shiftings of Mark 
Anthony de Dominis, arch- 
bifliop of Spalatro, a man 

for 
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archbifliopof Spalatro; on 
reading a little farther, I 
found that' Luther and Cal- 
vin were the infuriate de- 
bauchees, who had cor- 
nipted the faith, aift vio- 
lated the chaftity of the 
prelate. 

Though it is impoffible 
to exculpate the De I>o. 
minis from confiderable 



for many mafters." The 
mercenary queftion of If- 
cariot was chofen for a 
motto : £t ait illis, quid 
vultis mihi dare? Matth, 
xxvi. 15. 

Before he received this 
temperate correftion from 
his Proteltant friends, whom 
he had certainly ill ufed, 
he was feverely attacked 



by the Catholics, in a little blame, I am not altogether 
book, publifhed at Antwerp of their opinion, who con- 
in 16^7, under the title of fider his voyage to Eng- 
•* The Pythagorean Tranf- land, and the motives which 
migrationof Mark Anthony led to it, as infidious and 
de Dominis, /a^e archbifhop illufory; I cannot but think 
of Spalatro, into a Wolf that he was very deiirou$ 
in a Sheep's Skin ;" this of purifying the church, in 



production of Paul Boudot, 
a doClor of the Sorbonne, 
and canon of Cambray, is 
a curious fpecimen of lite- 
rary fcurrility, written in 
clailical Latin. 

I have not time, nor in- 
deed have I the inclination 
to enter minutely into this 
fevere, but inexcufable per- 
foiial attack; I remember 
being for fome time at a 
lofs to conceive, how the 
writer could make out any 
refemblance between De 
Dominis, a hoary -headed 
churchman, and Sufannah, 
a beautiful woman, affault- 
ed by libidinous elders ; 



which he was bred, from 
its fraudulent fuperftitions; 
but he could not forget 
that in that church, with 
all its faults, he enjoyed 
the emoluments, honours, 
and profpefts of an arch- 
bifhop. 

To defcend from a throne 
to a deanry; from fitting 
with princes, to become at 
once the humble direftor of 
virgers, chanters, and vi- 
cars choral, was one of thofe 
facrifices of feeling and in- 
tereft, which, how much 
fo ever it may be our duty, 
human nature is not always 
prepared to make ; he ex- 



yet to her he compares the peaed, as is the cafe with 
Vol. IV. Q man/ 
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many of us, to be rewarded 
for doing right. I cannot 
but think that he hoped to 
be made, at leaft, a Protef- 
tant biftop ; but finding that 
nothing further was defign- 
cd for him, he endeavoured 
to make his peace with that 
eftablilhment, which had 
already raifed him to emi- 
nence, and further promifed 
to add three thou/and pounds 
a year to his income. 

, Sometimes I have fanci- 
ed that the experiment was 
worth trying, on the part 
of the king of England ; a 
Catholic archbifhop con- 
felling his errors, and be- 
fidespoffeffing confiderable 
learning and acutenefs, be- 
ing mafter of the Italian 
language, and acquainted 
with the arts and myfteries 
of Popery, might have dif- 
fufed Proteftant truths a- 
mong the mafs of Italians, 
who at all periods have 
crowded to the Britifti me- 
tropolis ; by their means, 
and by 'their occafionally 
returning to their native 
country, the wholfome feeds 
of true religion, undebafed 
by mockery and corruption, 
might have been diffemi- 
nated in quarters they b- 

therwife never could have 
reached; I think De Do- 



minis would have been ufe% 
ful, on the fame principle, 
that an old fmuggler gencr. 
rally makes an aftjve cuf- 
tom houfe officer. 

But mark the prelate's 
fate, ye reformers and me- 
liorators of the world ! af- 
ter quitting an honorable 
and fecure afyluhn in Eng- 
land, he reached Rotae, but 
inftead of preferment to the 
amount of three thoiifand pounds 
a year ^ he was caft into pri- 
fon, where he ended his 
days. 

A third Volume of his 
" Republica Chriftiana," 
was publiftied after he quit- 
ted England, at a foreign 
prefs; and fince preparing 
this article for my printer, 
I have met with an Italian 
fermon, preached by the 
archbifhop of Spalatro, on 
the firft Sunday of Advent, 
and printed at London in 
1617. 

This difcourfe on thefe 
words ; " The night is "far 
fpent, the day is at hand : 
let us therefore caft off 
the works of darknefs, 
and let us put on the ar- 
mour of light," is a good 
praftical difcourfe, but per 
petually clouded with La- 
tin quotations from the 
Vulgate. 

The 
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The fubjcft of this arti- no body to do any thing; 
cle was alio thought emi- but that it \vas a ftill great- 



nent in his day, as a ma 
thematician; his work " De 
Radiis Lucis et de vifu ;" 
wheh we recolleft that it 
^as written two hundred 
years ago, is a great effort; 
It is mentioned and praifed 

by Sir Ifaac Newton, Ler- a cotemporary of Nero, 
buitz and De Cartes. He is feid to have de^ 

ftroyed hisconftitution, by 

DE LA METTRIE5 a medical experiments o/iAm- 
Frenchphyfician, and Jdf ; a fate which Stork of 
a fceptic, the fiibjeftof an Vienna, who was fo much 



er, to be m a country, 
where every body might ao 
every thing they pleafed. 

DIOSCORIDES,aphy. 
fician of Anaxabarba, 
pr Caefar^a, in Cilici^i, ancj 



article in a former volume. 
A late ingenious writer, 
having occafion to fpeak 
of this author's yorks, calls 
them fevere^ ingenious^ and 
learned ; and after other re- 
marks, concludes with ob- 
ferving, that De la Metirie's 
booths are the works of a 



miftaken on the fubjeft of 
hemlock, and the modern 
chymifl Lewis, alfo experi- 
enced ; but Hcwfon and Fal- 
coner, who fhortened theif 
lives by anatomical diffec- 
tions of othen^ with a long 
lift of martyrs to experi- 
ments, are feldom confide- 



fool, whofe laughter is poi- red with that fympathy and 
fonous: How could a fool regret, which he who fa- 



have produced a book, 
which 'deferved the epithets 
he has beftowed on it, and 
which I have printed in 
Italics ?' 

DESPOTISM and LL 
CENTIOUS, nearly 
allied. It was the faying 
of a conful, under IWerva, 
that it was a great misfor- 
tune to live under an em- 
perojj who would fuffer 



crifices his life for the pub- 
lic good might feem to de- 
ferve; the prejudices, or the 
violated feeling of man- 
kind, have at all ages indu- 
ced them to perfecute the 
diffeftor, and a good opera- 
ting furgeon, however im- 
portant the fervices he may 
render, is feldom an objefci 
of love. 

The following trifle oc- 

cafioned by a medical fra- 

^2; cas 
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cas which a few years iince 
engaged the public atten* 
tion, is tolerably expref- 
five of the wiflies of the 
public, towards profefiio- 
nal men. 

Two medical men had a 
ftrange difa^reement, 

Which of Tnendfhip and 
unity burftcv/ry cement; 

The ybunds of his honor, 
each endeavoured to heal, 

And this prefcrib'd parch- 
ment, and that was for 
ftcel; 

A wag who ftood by, cry'd 
out in high glee ; 

*' I had rathqr you'd UiU 
one another than me :" 

In King's Bench or Hyde 
Fark,^ooI your courage, 
brave men, 

I fear lefs from your fwqrds, 
than a dafli of your pen ; 

Your thrufts one may pai^ry, 
your law Buller quaihes j; 

But your pens are death- 
warrants, and aflies to 
alhes. 

DIPLOMATIC MIS- 
TAKE. 
In the year 1645, a mef- 
fcnger fent by the States- 
General of the United Pro- 
vinces, to their ambaffador 
at Paris, being a ftranger, 



was conduced by miftake,^ 
or ill-defign, to the hotel 
of the ^^lperial Enyoy, tp. 
whom he delivered hi» 
difpatches, and entered on 
fome important particulars 
of the bufinefs of bis mif- 
fion^ before he difcovered 
his error; his papers w?^re 
then re delivered, and he 
wa,s direCled to the proper 
place. 

Here he was not more 
fortunate; having occafion 
to open his travelling bag, 
which hung on his arm, in 
fearch of particular papers, 
with which it feemed over- 
laden, it fuddenly burft, 
and feveral canvas purfes, 
full of gold, falling on the 
floor, poured forth their 
contents, to the furprize 
of many perfons prefent, 
and the confufion of the 
ambaflfador, who was fuf- 
ped:ed at the time to be en- 
gaged in fome very ^oy- 
rupt praiBices. 

This circumftance, pro- 
bably fuggefted ap acci- 
dent related by Pope, in 
one of his epiftles, which 
in the rancour of his inve- 
teracy again ft the Protef- 
tants and Whigs, he attri- 
butes to King William and 
his miniftci^s. 

DIVpRCpS. 
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DIVORCES. "Our 
^yomeri of quality," 
fays Seneca, '^ inftead of 
reckoning by the confular 
years, fay, fuch a circum- 
^anqe happened during my 
{tbade with my firft buf- 
band; fnother, while I ii- 
yed with my third; and a- 
nother', to my fifth huf- 
band." 

D'ORNANO, AL. 
PHONSO, aHu- 
gpnot of confiderable re- 
pute, in the reign of Hen- 
ry the fourth, king qf 
France, by whom he was 

frevailed qn to quit the 
^roteftant religion, and re- 
>rarded with a marfhalPs 
ftaflF. 

By feducing fo en^ineqt 
a feftary, the monaroh, 
whofe faults fprung from 
his. virtues, hoped to coun- 
tenance his own apoftacy, 
(an indecorous ilep) to 
which he reluflantly con- 
tented, from genuine patri- 
otifoi^ and a confcioufnefs^ 
that it was the pnly means 
of healing the wounds of 
^is country, and reftoring 
pv^blic tranquillity; there 
18 abundant proof, that 
Henry's profeffing the Ca- 
tholic faith, did not arife 
frpni any rations^l convic- 



tion of the truth of its tCr 
nets, or the divine origiii 
of its, traditions. 

" Which of the two re- 
ligions do you think the 
beft ?" faid the King, in a 
confidential moment, to 
the marfhall. 

" The Proteftant, un- 
doubtedly" replied the ojd 
foldier, " in which I have 
the honor to cpncide with 
your majefty's opinion." 

" How is that D'Ornar 
no ?'' faid the prince, with 
a flufhed cheek, and fome. 
what raifing his voice, 
f' after what has fo lately 
pafled, can you be ferious 
in afferting, that I think 
the religious faith of the 
Hugonots, the beft ?'' *> CeXr 
tainly my liege, or you 
would never have bribed 
me fo handfomely to quit 
it." 

CorreQed, but perplexejl 
by this Ihort, but unanf** 
werable logic, the Hing 
paufed for a few mqments, 
and turned the converfa- 
tion to another fubje£t« 

DRURY,R03eRT,^ 
Englifli failQi-, who 
was fhipwrecked on tb^ 
ifland of Madagafc^r, i^ 
the early part of the reicti 
of Queen Anne, and pu^- 
lifhed 
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liflied at his return, an ac- 
count of his adventures 
f^nd fufFerings. 

Drury's book is on the 
plan of Robinfon Crufoe, 
and like that celebrated 
work, founded on a well- 
authenticated faft, but e- 
normoufly and bevond all 
reafon and prooability, 
wire drawn, embelliflied, 
and diffufe; but not execu- 
ted, like the difaftrous voy» 
age of Crufoe, by the 
hand of a fkilful workman. 

To relieve the diftrefles 
of an unfortunate man, 
and produce a good-fize 
creditable o£layo, which 
would put a little money 
into the bookfellers pocket, 
appears to have been the 
paramount idea, and has 
III efFeft fpoiled that which 
concifely told, and in a 
moderate compafs, would 
have made an interelUng 
narrative. 

This Ihort article is af- 
figned to Drury to imprefs 
an admonition often repea- 
ted in thefe volumes; he 
who profeffes to lay before 
the public an account pf 
his travels, his voyages, or 
his miftiaps, and fwells his 
pages with matter foreign 
to his fubjeft, or hiftorical 
details only collaterally or 



remotely connefted with it, 
departs from that implied 
agreement which every wri- 
ter is fuppofed to make 
with his readers, and is 
guilty of a palpable and dif- 
ingenqous fraud ; a charge 
which hath been brought 
again ft feveral eminent mo- 
derns, fome in quartos and 
fome in o£tavos. 

ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 
It hath been remark- 
ed, and hath given rife to 
various fpeculations^ that 
a phcenomenon of this kind, 
is recorded in the Chinefe 
annab, as having taken 
>lace, at a period in their 
iiiftory, which anfwers to 
the thirty -fecond year of 
Jcfus Chrift. 

In faft, no fuch eclipfc, 
according to any calcula- 
tion extant, ever took place, 
nor is any fuch mentioned 
rn European records: yet 
the circumttance fo nearby 
approaching the death of 
our Gracious Redeemer, 
when darknefs overfhadow- 
ed the holy land, naturally 
affeSs the mind of every 
Ghriftian reader, though 
the abfence of light, du- 
ring the crucifixion, ij> fup- 
pofed by a learned writer, 
not to have extended be- 
yond 
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yond the Roman province 
of Judaea. 

ELIZABETH, queen of 
England, a woman of 
gallantry and good fenfe; 
who endeavoured, and for 
the moft part fucceeded in 
her endeavours, to prevent 
her paflions as a woman, 
interfering with her duties 
as a fovereign, 

Moft readers know, that 
Elizabeth afforded effectu- 
al aid to the United Pro- 
vinces, when they feparated 
themfelves from the domi- 
nion of Spain; it was on 
feme occafion of gratitude 
or requeft, that the learned 
Baudius, the friend and 
correfpondent of Sir Philip 
Sidney, was fent on an em- 
bafly to England ; his fpeech 
on Deing admitted to an 
audience, is extant, and is 
ao elaborate piece of ful- 
fome flatjery, which I will 
hot recite; her majcfty's 
reply was Ihort, but worth 
preferving, being unpre- 
meditated, and delivered in 
correft Latin. 

*' I am convinced, fir, as 
well by my own defefts, as 
by the immoderate praife 
you have beftowed on me, 
that you are not acquainted 
with my real character; yet 



I cannot but feel flattered, 
by a miftake which ori- 
gmatcs from refpeft and 
friendfhip; under fuch pre- 
judices, the fenfes and 
judgment are often led a- 
ftray. 

" In the mean time, I 
hope t9 pnve not wholly 
unworthy of the favorable 
opinion you entertain of 
me; and if I cannot reach 
that perfcftion which you 
fo eloquently defcribe, it 
may ftimulate me to mak^i 
myfelf better than I am ; 
and I will endeavour, by 
every means in my power, 
to retain the efteemof your- 
felf, and thofe who fent 
you/' 

Baudius, a cafuift, as 
well as a politician, knew 
his trade, and fucceeded 
in the obiett of his milEon ; 
Elizabeth, who notwith- 
ilanding all her protefta- 
tions, loved praife better 
than moft women, convin- 
ed the envoy that flie had 
not ceafed to deferve it. 

A diplomatic meffage de- 
livered to the fame queen, 
and almoft at the Tame pe- 
riod, took a different lurn : 
Sigifmund, king of Poland, 
had made feveral attempts, 
under cover of a neutral 
flag, to furnifli fupplies to 

his 
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his relation, Philip the fe- 
cond, during his efforts to 
tecover the revolted pro- 
vinces in the Netherlands ; 
but the Engliftl cruizers^ 
and the aftive fagacity of 
Englifli counfels, had inter- 
cepted every veffel 

Irritated and difappoint- 
cd, he ordered Paul de 
Jaline to expoftulate with 
ner majefty on the fubjeft, 
v^hich the ambaffador is 
faid to have done in warm 
and unbecoming terms : E- 
lizabeth, fuddenly raifmg 
her right arm, and with her 
fiDger pointed at the Pole, 
flopped him in the midft of 
his harangue, with the fol- 
lowing words : 

** How much have I 
been deceived; I expefted 
friendftiip, and meet with 
reproach; I thought from 
your credentials, you were 
an ambaflador, but your 
attitude and menaces, are 
thofe of a herald in a field 
of battle ; I never was ad- 
dreffed in fuch language ; 
indeed I do not believe 
that your mailer wou'd have 
treated me with fuch info- 
lence. 

" If, however, (which 
I can fcarcely fuppofe) he 

fave you fuch iftftruftions, 
impute thetfi to youth 



and inexperience, and hi^ 
being raifed to the royal 
dignity, not by hereditary 
defcent, and a preparatory 
education, but by a tumul- 
tuoiis and Venal eleftion ; 
otherwife he muft have* 
known, how a fovereign 
prince expefts to be treat- 
ed. 

" As to yourfelf, you 
feem to haVe acquired a 
confiderable fhare of book 
learning, but I fear to little 
purpofe, if you do not ap- 
ply it to your conduft in 
life; it might have tausht 
you, that fovereignS, more 
particularly at public au- 
diences, ought to be treat- 
ed with decency and re- 
fpeft* 

" You have fpoken at 
large on the law of nature 
and of nations, but fuflFer 
a woman to tell you, fir, 
that when two prinCes are 
at war, each of them hath 
a right to intercept all fup- 
plies, from whatever quar- 
ter, fent to his enemy ; this 
is univerfally acknowledg- 
ed to be the law of nations; 
and as to the houfe of Auf- 
tria, of which you fpeak 
with fuch lofty emphafis ; 
is it poflGble that you can 
fo foon have forgotten, that 
a branch of that family, 
attempted 
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altempted to deprive your 
maiter of his throne ? 

*' With refpea to the 
other affairs yea mention, 
they will require mature 
confidcration, and you may 
expect an anfwer from my 
minifter; in the mean time 
fare<^ell, and be quiet." 

ERRATUM in a gazette 
of the year 1735. 

The convocation, at the 
period of which I fpeak, 
prefentcd an addrefs to the 
king, in which, after the 
ufual forms and comph- 
inents, generally exptfted 
in fuch compoutions, they 
deplored the licexitioufnefs 
which prevailed aiTwng us. 

Thefe words being fpe- 
cificaliy applied, by the 
wickca wits of the day, to 
the learned body who fpoke 
them, they entirely agreed 
in opinion with the addref- 
fers, lamented die degene- 
racy of the church, and 
truued, as they faw and 
confeffed their fins, that 
repentance and amendment 
would immediately follow 
fo candid an acknowledge- 
ment. 

The ecclefiaftics felt hurt 
at the farcafm, which their 
own verbal arrangement 
had produced ; ana in thfc 

Vol. IV. 



warmth of injudicious 2eal^ 
introduced an advertife*- 
ment or declaration, hf 
way of erratum in the next 
gazette, printed fome time 
in March, 1735, in which 
they announced to the pub- 
lic, that the paragraph con- 
taining the two words I have 
printed in Italics, {houldbe 
read without them. 

It was alfo thought pro^ 
per to print a new edition 
of the addrefs, in which 
thetwoexceptionablewords 
were omitted; like other 
addrelfes,itwouldprobably 
have paffed unnoticed and 
unread, but for this ilU 
advifed mode of attrafting 
public attention, which pro- 
duced a hearty laugh at the 
time. 

ESSAY ON MAN; it 
hath often been ob» 
ferved, that Mr. Pope's fa- 
miliar intercourfe, and in^- 
timate habits with Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, had frequently 
occafioned the poet to in- 
troduce into this pleating 
Compofition, feveral tenets 
and principles, of whofe 
mifchievous tendency, he 
was not at the moment a- 
ware. 

Much of this may be 
imputed to accident, and t6 
^ the 
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the impoflibility of recon- 
ciling logical preciiion, and 
the technical accuracy re- 
quired in nietaphyfic dif- 
qui(itions,with poeticaUm- 
plification, allegory, allu- 
fion and rhyme. 

But a learned critic has 
not hefitated to declare, 
that it was a cool premedi- 
tated plan of the free think- 
er, to prevail on his friend 
to graft fome of his un- 
warrantable doftrines on a 
compofition, which will be 
read with pleafure by pof- 
terity, when his lordfhip's 
elaborate works, as well as 
his name, will be buried in 
oblivion. 

The Effay on Man was 
attacked by two ingenious 
foreigners ; one of them 
Monlieur de Croufaz, was 
fatisfaftorily anfwered by 
Dr. Warburton, and pro- 
cured for him the friend- 
fhip of Pope, a wealthy 
but unmanageable wife, and 
eventually the bilhopric of 
Gloucefter. 

The other opponent, was 
the younger Racine, in a 
mafterly, and what is un- 
common in a Frenchman, 
a clofely argumentative po- 
em, entitled Religion, in 
fix cantos ; written for the 
exprefs purpofe of proving 



the exiftence of a Cod^ 
from his attributes, the 
works of nature, and the 
infufliciency of human rea- 
fon. 

The ingenious poet alfo 
takes an opportunity of 
fupporting the truth of the 
Chriftian difpenfation, by 
the logic of probabilities; 
from the acknowledged 
pronenefs of man tp evil, 
from the miracles recorded 
in the gofpel, the accom- 
plifliment of prophecies, 
and the cotcmporary evi- 
dence of its enemies; he 
obferves that the holy fcrip- 
tures furely have as fair, 
and as ftrong a claim to our 
belief, as a Suetonius, a 
Tacitus, or a Livy ; the 
exiftence of whom, and the 
general truth of their fafits, 
none pretend to deny; that 
with refpeO; to the myfte- 
ries and difficulties which 
Jnfjdels produce, much 
greater perpetually prefent 
themfelves to the naturalift 
and philofopher, in exa- 
mining the animal and ve- 
getable world ; is it in the 
power of the Deift to ex- 
plain the phoenomena of 
digeftion, generation, and 
the growth of plants ? yet 
it is impoffible for him to 
deny that they exift; in a 
word. 
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word, Chriftianity enjoins 
no duties but thofe which 
evidently tend to improve 
us as focial creatures, and 
to augment the mafs of ge- 
neral happinefs in this 
world, even if there were 
no ftate of exiltence beyond 
the grave. 

My dwelling on a work, 
which, though I diflike 
French poetry in general, 
made a ftrong impreffion 
on my mind, from the cir- 
cumftance of having read 
it early in life,with a friend, 
to whom alas I can read no 
more ; muft excufe me to 
my reader for dwelling fo 
long upon it. 

I have faid, that in this 
excellent produftion of the 
younger Racine's, he ani- 
madverted on the Effay on 
Man ; this brought on a 
correfpondence between' 
the two authors, which I 
produce as an example for 
the imitation of certain mo- 
dern difputants. 

Mr. Pope to Mr. Racine. 
London, Sept. 1, 1742. 
Sir, 

lam favoured with 
your poem on Religion, 
and fliould have perufed 
it with greater plcafure, if 

R 2 



you had not imputed to 
me feveral opinions which 
Idetelt. 

My uneafinefs it is true, 
met with fome little allevia- 
tion, when I found you' 
candidly confeffing your 
want of a fufficient know- 
ledge of the Englifh lan- 
guage ; you add, that it is 
the evil confequences which 
certain fagacious reafoners 
have deduced from them,- 
rather than the tenets and 
maxims themfelyes that you 
wifh to oppofe ; this is a 
proof of your candour, 
your difcretion, and. your 
charity. 

Be affured, fir, that my 
writings have fufFered as 
much in foreign countries, 
from the imperfeft concep- 
tions of tranflators, as from 
that ignorance of the En- 
gHfh language which you fo 
ingenuoufly confefs ; the 
grofs miftakes of my adver- 
ikries you will find ably and 
fully confuted in an Englifh 
work, which accompanies 
this letter ; it is written by 
the learned author of the 
Divine Legation of Mofes ; 
and I flatter my felf, that the 
Chevalier Ramfay, from 
his zeal for truth, will take 
the trouble to explain the 
contents 
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contents of it, when I per- 
fuade myfelf your fufpici- 
' ons will be effaced. 

In the mean time, I rely 
on your candour and j al- 
ike, to give me credit, 
when I folemnly declare, - 
that both in i'entiment and 
principle, I am diametri- 
cally oppofite to Spinoza 
and Leionit^, though fuch 
pains have been taken to 
make me their difciple, 

I am, (ir, your obliged, 
humble fervant, 

A. POPE. 

The Chevalier Ramfay^ 
mentioned in this letter, 
Itas been produced as an 
inftance of a candid fcep- 
tic; he wa$ for feveral years 
tutor to an unhappy defen- 
dant of King James the fe- 
cond, generally called the 
young chevalier; and fee-^ 
^ng fo much fallacy and 
Bonfenfe in that fuperfti- 
fion, by 'which he was fur^. 
rounded, drew from it very 
unwifely, dedutlions un- 
favorable to the truth of 
divine revelation. 

With equal propriety he 
might have denied, that any 
real advantages had ever 
been produced by the- me- 
dical art, becaufe it was 
affumcd by mountebanks, 



and mifapplied by merce- 
nary empirics; but the che- 
valier had judgment as well 
as honefty; and after much 
tin^e, reueftion, a diligent 
perufal of the fcriptures, 
and an interefting convcr- 
fetion with the archbifliop 
of Cambray, tSe fubftance 
of which is preferved, he 
publickly recanted his op'u 
nions; he afterwards lived- 
in the praQice of Chriftian 
virtues, and died under the 
influence of Chriftian con- 
folation. 

Mr. Ratine anfwered our 
Englifli poet in the follow- 
ing manner ; 

Sir, 

THE piildnefs and 
humility with which you 
juftify yourfelf, is a con- 
vincing proof of the iinceT 
rity of your declarations. 

My attack on your cha-r 
rafter as a writer, was rafh, 
and cannot be defended;, 
and the very generous man- 
ner in which you pardon 
me, without mingling re- 
proach, demands my warm^ 
eft thanks. 

Having often heard po- 
fuions quoted as yours, 
which I thought dangerous^ 
I was hurried by ill-judging, 
but not ill-deligning zeal, 

to 
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to oppofethcm; at the fame 
time I lamemed, that fo 
excellent a poet, and appa- 
rently fo, good a man as 
Mr. Pope, Ihould furnilh 
arms to the enemies of re- 
velation and human happi- 
nefs; and in an admirable 
poem^ which profeffes to 
inftrud mankind on points 
of the Higheft importance, 
here and hereafter. ' 

I blufli at the fufpicions 
I entertained, but think it 
neceffary, thus publickly 
to declare, that I was mif- 
taken; your own declara- 
tion, fir, is fufficient, and 
renders a perufal of the 
commentary you recom- 
mend, unneceffary ; let it 
therefore be remembered, 
for the edification of future 
generations, that one of 
the greateft poets in Eng- 
land, is one of the humn. 
bleft fons of the Catholic 
church. 

I am, fir. 
Your humble fervant. 

EXPRESSION OF THE 
PASSIONS, in the 
countenances of dramatic 
heroes, and heroines. 

Has it been remarked 
that in the violence of their 
efforts to reprefent excef- 
five fprrow, bitter anguifh, 



and violent rage, fome of 
our befl performers frc* 
quently lapfe into broad 
caricature, and the grin of 
licentious diflortion. 

I mufl not mention names, 
yet I could point outaftors 
of renown, who, in fomcof 
the moft interefling fcenes 
of our befl tragedies, have 
aftually excited laughter 
and contempt. 

Perhaps it may be afl^edt 
is a man of feeling and 
rapid perception, to ba- 
lance his limbs, difcipline 
his features, and adjutt his 
looks before a glalis^ pre- 
vious to his appearing 00 
a flage ? is he to regulate 
by a thermometer, the 
warmth of his feelings, and 
confult a pofture mailer, on 
the gracefulnefs of his atti- 
tudes and geflure ? 

I anfwer, yes, if his own 
tafte and conception are 
not fufficiently correft. la 
afting, as in painting, the 
effecl produced on the re-, 
tina of the fpeftator, is e- 
very thing ; efFeO: is the 
grand bufinefs of a player's 
life, to which all rules, all 
favorite theories mufj be 
fubfervient; the tongue, the 
eyes^ the lips, the m.ufcles 
of the face, are the princi- 
pal organs, by which the 
paffions 
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paffions of the heart are 
demonftrated and convey- 
ed; they are tools defigned 
^onaake certain impreffions 
on the nainds of others; 
but if they produce fcnfa- 
tions, and exqite ideas not 
only different, but exa6lly 
oppofite to thofe meant to 
be conveyed by the drama- 
tic artift ; if they do noihing 
by doing too much^ they aft as 
ialfe interpreters, tranflate 
their lefTon wrong, and 
fhould be Jent to fchool 
again. 

This fubjeft leads to a- 
nother glaring violation of 

?ropriety and correftnefs, 
equently exhibited on the 
ftage ; the filling young cha- 
raBers, to whom lovers 
arc pouring forth the moft 
paflfionate expreflions, and 
calling them angels and di- 
'tinities, for five Ipng afts ; 
I fay, the prepofterous ab- 
fiirdity of filling fuch parts 
with aged, infirm, and wrin- 
kled old women; or with 
others, who, however qua- 
lified as to age, poffefs no 
one requifite attraction, ei- 
ther perfonal, mental, or 
moral, to render them ob- 
jefts of love, efteem, or 
defire, to a man of com- 
mon fenfe, eye-fight, tafte, 
or difcernment. 



I will make fome ^llow^- 
ance for the vagaries of 
whim, and the extravagan- 
zas of capricious appetite; 
but it is not confiftent with 
nature or experience, to 
hear a 'man burfting out , 
into ftrains of the moft 
rapturous love, whenever 
every fpettator prefent fees 
and knows that the goddefs 
of the heroe's idolatry, is 
old enough to be his grand- 
mother;- it is equally Shock- 
ing to good tafte, to fee a 
virago, well calculated for 
an oy fter baflcet, or affifting 
at a butt of porter, afliim- 
ing the attitudes of Venus 
de Medicis, and caricatu- 
ring the loves and graces. 

This evil is frequently 
aggravated, by the perfor- 
mers in queftion, being fre- 
quently excellent, in other 
walks, or by their being 
ftage veterans, who onc6 
knew better days, and for 
whom the majority of the 
audience feel the ftrongeft 
fympathy, and entertain the 
highcft refpeft. 

It is either bafe avarice, 
or cruel kindnefs in a ma- 
nager, to fuff*er or entice 
age and decrepitude, thus^ 
to expofe themfelves, and 
fport with the feelings of 
the public. 

Were 
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Were a fubfpription o- 
pened in fuch cafes, there 
is.no doubt but it would 
be generoufly encouraged ; 
but to pay iix ihillings to 
lit three hours, at a Tpec- 
tacle, at once ridiculous 
and diftrefTing, is what I 
wifl never a^ain fubmit to. 

FACTION OF THE 
BELLY, a party at 
Paris lately (o called, and 
faid to be favorable to the 
views of the Direfclory. 

'; This" fays a farcaftic 
writer, " begins to look 
like a regular government, 
for the faftion of the bel- 
ly, in fome other coun- 
tries, has generally been 
confidered, as well with all 
adminiftrations." 

FEMALE GAMBLERS, 
a hint to. 

A well known character 
in Bond-ftreet and Rotten- 
row, was lately addreffed 
in the following words, by 
an old acquaintance; who 
having for fome time been 
engaged in literary purfuit^, 
had not feen his college chum 
for a long time. 

" Ah, Jack, how d'ye, 
you are a great ftranger, 
I never meet you at our 
old dining place in ♦♦****♦ 



ftreet ; the port is as good, 
and the whift parties are as 
fnug as ever; but they tell 
me Jack, you are a lucky 
dog with the women; that 
you are well with fome of 
our firll rate damfels; wo- 
men too, generally thought 
of characler and confidera- 
tion. 

" How is it that you ar^ 
fo much more fortunate 
tlian ufual, for you know, 
you could never get more 
than the refufe of the mar- 
ket at Cambridge and Stir- 
bitch ; I have often heard 
the girls tell you, you were 
an antidote to love, that 
you were as ugly as fin^ 
and that the ghaltline£s of 
your countenance, excited 
only horror and difgult^ 
and frightened away every 
amorous propenfity," 

" It is all very true," re- 
plied Jack, in a moment 
of confidential infolence^ 
and when he had fwallowed 
more wine than a prudent 
player, or a woman's man 
ought to drink, '' it is ali 
very true, and, if to be a 
woman's favorite, required, 
as formerly was the cafe, 
dangling, compliments, at- 
tention, oaths, flattery, gaU 
lantry, vows and protefta- 
tions, they might have the wo* 

men 
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men who rvould^ for me; but 
I find two nights at the 
£iro table compkatly dijhes 
every woman that is worth 
fcrving up." 

FOSTER, JAMES, an 
eminent diffenting mi- 
nifter, and a native of Ex- 
eter, but defcended from a 
family, which had for fe- 
veral generations been cler- 
gymen of the church of 
JE^gland, at Kettering, in 
Noithamptonfhire. 

Exhibiting early in life 
ftong literary tendencies, 
and aptnefs or acquirement, 
and uniting with them ex- 
traordinary diligence and 
foundnefs of judgment; at 
the age of twenty, he was 
confidered as qualihed to di- 
re£l the devotions of two 
fmall congregations, (Cole- 
ford and Wokey) near 
Wells in Somerfetlhire. 

In this obfcure and un- 
produftive{ituation,he fup- 
portcdhimfelffeveral years 
with cheerfulnefs and con- 
tent, on an income which 
never exceeded fixteen 

Sounds ; yet it was here that 
e compofed and preached 
his fermon on the Refurrec- 
tion of Chrift ; a difcourfe 
dear in the memory of ma- 
ny fmcere Cbriftians, and 
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which afterwardiS excited 
confiderable attention and 
hoftility. 

In addition to the embar- 
raffment of a fcanty falary, 
he had to firuggle with a 
divided flock, many of his 
^ hearers being diffatisficd 
with the liberality of his 
principles, and the un- 
bounded philanthropy of 
his heart; they were dif- 
plcafed, becaule he would 
not deal damnation round 
the land on all, whom they^ 
the wretchedeft and moft 
ignorant of bigots, thought 
departing from found doc- 
trine ; while their teacher 
was naturally difgutted, at 
the inconliftcncy of a dif- 
fenter's grafting the intole- 
rancy of Popery on a Pro- 
tcftant {lock. 

From thefe infignificant, 
but exafperated feftaries, 
he was compelled to retire, 
iliough not well knowing 
whither to go, as his good- 
natwrtd friends had taken 
great pains to prepoflefs all 
quarters againft him : El- 
ders, who had bellowed 
themfclves hoarfe againft 
the teft-aft, and women, 
who w^ould have funk ir\to 
hylterics, at a fingle word 
in favor of the thirty-nine 
articles, thus drove their 
amiable 
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amiable and highly endow- 
ed paftor, out of their tem- 
ple, becaufe he would not 
pronounce the inhuman Ihi- 
boleth of Calvinifm. 

Under thefe difficulties, 
^nd to fecure fome honed 
means of fubfiftence, Mr. 
Fofler began ferioufly to 
think of apprenticing him- 
felftoaliandicraft buTinefs; 
and in the pre Mure of want, 
or a noble contempt of in- 
dolence, aSually made o- 
vertures on the fubjeft, to 
a glover of Trowbridge, 
in WiltflMte, at which place 
he performed, for a (hort; 
time, the duties of a con- 
valefcent abfentee. 

The worthy tradefman, 
whofe name ought not to 
be forgotten, Matthew Nor- 
man, convinced of his fu- 
perior abilities, and the 
great probability of his fti- 
ture ufefulnefs, ftrongly 
perfuaded him againft a 
ftep, which would have de- 
prived the Gofpel of one 
of its ihining lights ; to add 
iveight to his advice, Nor- 
man generoufly relieved his 
immediate wants, and was 
inftrumental in procuring 
for him, a refpeftable pa- 
tron in the weft, with whom 
lie refided feveral years ; 
and when an advantageous 
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opportunity offered, hh re- 
moval afterwards to Lon-* 
don, was promoted by the 
fame friend. 

By the recommendation 
of this gentleman, a Mr. 
Houlton, he was permitte4 
foon after his arrival, to 
preach to a large congre- 
gation in the city, when 
an accidental circumftance 
procured him another va^- 
luable acquaintance ; and, 
as it happened fome what 
remarkably, the firft time 
he entered a pulpit in the 
metropolis. 

The learned and bene- 
volent Dr. Mead, on his 
return to the weft end of 
the town, fatigued by wha<: 
he ufed to call fedentary 
drudgery; on vifiting the 
laft patient he had to fee 
in the city, difmifled hi« 
carriage and fervants, de- 
figning to vary hisexercife 
by walking home, but was 
overtaken by a violent 
fhower, not far from the 
place of worfhip, where 
the fubjeft of our prefent 
article was officiating. 

Entering for ffielter, the 
doftor's attention was quic- 
kly, attrafted by Fofter's 
mode of delivery, at once 
graceful and impreffive; he 
^was affeQed by the doc- 
^ trines 
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trines he preached, and 
convinced by the argu- 
ments he ufed; the feeds of 
devotion, originally fown 
by a religious education, 
bat almoft choaked by the 
jpleafures and bufincfs of 
the world, were powerfully 
afted upon, and produced 
repentant edification. 

Though entirely a ftran- 
gcr to the perfon, name, 
and charaSerof the preach- 
.ef, our worthy phyfician 
addreffed him, as he de- 
fccnded from the pulpit, 
warmly thanked him for 
the pleafure and inftruflion 
he had received, and gave 
him his card, with a gene- 
ral invitation; an intimacy 
foon followed, favourable 
•to the fame and intereft of 
our young divine; and Dr. 
Mead was frequently heard 
to declare, tnat he confi- 
dered it as one of the for- 
tunate events of his life. 

Mr. Fofter foon fucceed- 
ed to a London audience, 
mpre liberal, in every fenfe 
;of the word, than his rural 
perfecutors, and fhortly 
after lignalized himfelf, 
by defending Chriftianity, 
vith temper, argument, and 
fuccefs, againft the attacks 
of Tindall, who added to 
the charafler of a free- 



thinker, grofsfenfuality and 
profanenefs : " Mr. Fofler 
is the only one of all my 
opponents," faid the fcep- 
tic, " whom I dread as a 
reafoner, but refpeft and 
love as a man." In this 
bufinefs, the advocate for 
revelation, was thought to 1 
have rendered fuch impor- 
tant fervices to tbe caufe 
he defended, that the uni^ 
verfity of Aberdeen, unfor 
licited, and to ufe their own 
words, to do honour to 
themfelves, conferred upon 
him the degree of doftor 
of divinity. , 

In the year 1746, he at- 
tended as a Religious con- 
foler on Lord Kilmarnock, 
and accompanied that no- 
bleman when he was be- 
headed, for joining the re- 
bels in Scotland ; but the 
fcene, and the circumftan- 
ces, the prodigious multi- 
tude affembled, the fcaf- 
fold, the ax and the blood, 
made an injurious impref- 
fion on his mind, naturally 
tender and fympathetic; an 
abatement of his ufual 
cheerfulnefs was remarked, 
and he never recovered it: 
However defirable his fer- 
vices as a divine might be, 
his friends fhould not have 
fuffered a man of his ten\- 
perament 
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peramcnt and difpofition, 
to be an eye-witnefs of the 
melancholy tranfaftion. 

Dn Fofter was afterwards 
engaged in a controverfy 
-with Dr. Stebbing, concer- 
ning herefy; one of the 
points in difpute, " whether 
an error of the judgment is 
or is not criminal," if I 
remember right, was not 
fatisfaftorily fettled by ei- 
ther. At the time of peru- 
fing their books, I thought 
it not very important, but 
when we fee to what lengths 
-men will proceed, under 
the influence of miftaken 
opinions, it is perhaps of 
•more Gonfequence than I 
conceived; the evil is, that 
we want a judge to decide 
fuch queftions, unbiafled 
by intereft, paffion, or pre- 
judice; and where, on this 
fide the grave, is fo un- 
erring a tribunal to be 
found ? 

As far as I can depend' 
on my memory; for it is 
twenty years hnce I read 
the controverfy ; though a 
great admirer of Fofter, I 
thought Stebbing had the 
beft end of the polemic 
ftaff. Yet an ingenious 
friend tells me, that if I 
would give the difpute a 
fecond reading, he is Jure 

S 
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I (hould be of a difrerent 
opinion, now; nor will he 
reft fatisfied with my reply; 
<* That thcfe are not exaO:- 
ly the times for perufing 
controverfial divinity, wheii 
the din of arms of another 
kind, is refounding on e- 
very fide. ■ ' 

" Sin is the onhy or 
the worst heresy," i 
will not fwear to a word^ 
was at that time a favourite 
and popular axiom, attri« 
buted to Fofter; I do not 
wifh -wholly to contradi6l it^ 
yet furelv it was better cal- 
culated for a latitudinarian 
in natural, than a believer 
in revealed religion. 

If doftrinal faith is once 
determined to be a matter 
of indifference, the flood- 
gates of Deifm and fuper* 
itition, of myfticifm, non* 
fenfe, and ranting, will a* 
like be thrown open, to 
overwhelm, debafe, vilify, 
mifreprefent, or ridicule 
the Gofpel ; the faireft mo- 
tives to human aftion, the 
ftimuli to, and the rewards 
of falutary contrition, will 
Ceafe ; and in that cafe, 
Chrift will have died, and 
we fliall have believed in 
vain. 

He who wifhes to fee 
two modes of conducing 
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a paper-war cxaftly oppo- 
fite, may contraft the mild 
conciliating Chriftian (pirit 
of Fofter, with the^maftifiF 
zeal, dogmatic prefumpti- 
on^ and learned arrogance 
of War burton^ .with whom 
it had been the fate of 
Stebbing, as well as Fofter, 
to enter the lifts. 

After havmg been druhbed 
t>y the biftiop of Gloucef- 
ter, Dr. Stebbing was ac- 
cufed of having taught a 
little of his harih language^ 
and acrimonious virulence: 
" A man who has been fo 
long and fo unmercifully 
pelted," faid Dr. Siebbing, 
** cannot be blamed, if he 
occafionally toifes back, a 
little of his adverfary's 
dirt." I do not recolleft 
that Stebbing erred mate- 
rially, in this refpeO:; but 
the moderation of Dr. Foi- 
ter was confpicuous; he 
fought after, and generally 
found the liiollia verba, a» 
well as the moUia tempora 
fundi. 

Pope, in a dejefted mo* 
ment, complained to Dr. 
Arbuthnot, how much he 
was abufed, but vowed 
vengeance againft the of- 
fenders, in a fatirical epif- 
tle, he was preparing for 
the cnfuing winter : " Let 



them alone." faid the phy- 
fician, " and they and their 
works will be forgotten in 
three months ;" aj\ 6ld aunt 
of mine ufed to tell a ftory^ 
which is, I think; a cafe in 
point. 

A gentleman walking the 
ftreets, was undefignedly 
dirted by perfons of a cer- 
tain defcription, who were 
carrying the foil from a 
neighbouring houfe ; being 
extremely paffionate,'he vi- 
olently abufed them, which 
they bore with filent pa- 
tience ; but their forbear- 
ance only fervedj ftill fur^ 
ther to irritate the beau, 
and he attempted with his 
cane to throw fomle of the 
contents of their load on 
the men : " Ah, mafter, if 
you are for that fport, we'll 
fuit you in a trice, that 
IS' OUR traj)el' with thefc 
words they returned his un- 
favoury falute, thick and 
three-fold ; rior could they 
' be perfuaded to defift, 'till 
they had covered him with 
filth from head to foot. 

Pope faw not, or would. 
not fee the drift of the fto- 
ry, at Icaft he never prac- 
tically applied it; he per- 
fifted in pelting, and was 
pelted the greater part of 
his life. 

The 
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The popularity of Dr. 
Fofter, though a diflenter, 
has, I believe^ never been 
equalled ; his evening, lec- 
tures, in. the Old Jewry, 
which he read for twenty 
yeats, were attended by 
large congregations, of all 
perfuaiions, and by many 
perfons of rank and confi- 
deration; placed in fuch a 
iituaiion, moft men would 
iave thought themfelves 
juftified, in fecuring an in- 
dependent competency, but 
ius charity was unbound- 
ed, fecret, and unaftenta- 
•lious ; and it was accideiv 
tally difcovered, only a 
iew years before his death, 
jthat be had refcrved no 
pecuniary fupply whatever, 
for ficknefs or old, age : 
poor minifters, the diftref- 
fed, the widow, and the 
fatberlefs, were his only 
treafurers. 

' A flight hint on the fub- 
jeft was fufficient for tbat 
part of the public who 
doated on him ; a fubfcrip- 
tion, the neat produce of 
.which, was two thoufand 
guineas, on the publication 
of his two quarto volumes 
of fermons, on natural re- 
ligion and focial virtue, 
placed him above the un- 
certainties of want. 
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Moft readers recoHeft 
the honorable manner, in 
which Mr. Pope has handed 
down his name to poilerity; 
of this memorable Itanza, 
I fliould fpeak with jnorc 
complacency, if the mill- 
ftone of perfonal malice, 
againft an eminent eccleli- 
altic, had not been tagged 
to the neck of the compli- 
ment to Fofter. It is to 
be lamented, that a poet 
with fuch powers, Ihould 
have afted fo frequently, 
under fuch illiberal pro- 
penfitres; religious preju- 
dices, and party refent- 
ments, rendered him^ blind 
to the good qualities of a 
prelate, who was corrcft 
in private life, charitable, 
acceffible, and exemplary 
in the difcharge of his du- 
ties. 

Dr. Rundle, the amiable 
bifliop of Derry, (who had 
,a heart) was alfo the friend 
of Fofter; and at a time, 
when the Diffenter's pecu- 
niary difficulties were ur- 
gent, made him repeated 
offers of ecclefiaftic pre- 
ferment in Ireland ; but 
no temporal confiderations 
could induce him to relin- 
quifli the religious opini- 
ons he profefled and ba- 
lieved ; 
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lieved ; yet he was remark- 
ably candid, and open to 
convi8;ion. 

Thouch bred a Prefby- 
tcrian, be thought it his 
duty to read and to hear 
what had been faid and 
written on baptifm, the fub- 
jeft of a ftrong ^ontrovcr- 
{y at that period ; and fuch 
was his fairnels and integ- 
rity, that after* a ferious 
perufal of Dr. GaleVbook, 
he owned himfelf convin- 
ced, and at the age of fix 
and thirty, was re-baptized 
by immcrfion; fo humble 
and diffident was one of our 
greateft Englifh divines; a 
ufeful example for felf-fuf- 
ficient coxcombs, obftinate 
fools, and proud pedants. 

It was remarked, that his 
le£tures were attended by 
crowds of women, forae of 
high rank, and many re- 
markable for volatile lively 
manners, and diflipated ha- 
bits. When it was urged 
againft him, that this part 
of his hearers did not mend: 
*^ Are you quite fure that 
they do not?" was his re- 
ply : '' Their appearing 
cheerful and happy, is no 
proof of their being vici- 
ous; too many of you fanc- 
tificd folks, who laugh but 
once a month, with all your 



FOSTER, JAMES. 



folemn fadnefs, fomcHmes^ 
meet the'./divil in the dark; 
God fent us here to be 
•happy, as* long as we can 
be io with innocence and 
moderation." 

" Such" fays one of his 
cotemporaries, a divine of 
the church of England, 
" fuch was Fofter, affable 
and generous, grave, yet 
engaging ; polite, yet ho- 
neft and prudent ; of invi- 
olable integrity, and hu- 
manity unbounded. 

'' His voice was harmo- 
nious, ftrong, diftinft; fo 
admirably adapted to the 
fenfe of what it conveyed, 
that it might be termed judi- 
cious recitative; hisaflion 
was animated, and feripufly 
expreffive,. ibut far from 
theatrical; he was a fclj^olar 
without pedantry, a Chrif- 
tian without bigotry or dog- 
matifm, and a philofopher 
without fcepticifm." 

The rational piety, cor- 
refted warmth, and appro- 
priate language of the fol- 
lowing piece of domeftic 
devotion, delivered by Dr. 
Fofter, will I truft, amply 
juftify my inferting it in 
this place. 

O moft glorious Lord 
God Almighty, whofe king- 
dom is everlafting. We pro- 
ft rate 
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ftrate ourfelves before tliee, 
as a being of tranlcendant 
and incomprehenfible ma- 
jefty, of ablblatc rcSitude, 
fpotlefs purity, and uner- 
ring wifdom, at once to be 
praifed, feared, and loved ; 
we adore thee as the Crea- 
tor of all things, who haft 
difplayed thy power and 
goodnefs throughout the 
iiniverfe; the earth is abun- 
dant in proofs of thy mer- 
cy, and the firmament fhew- 
eth thy handy work. 

We acknowledge thee to 
be the difpofer of all things 
by thine efpecial provi- 
dence.; we rejoice in. the 
advantages we pofi'efs, and 
the bleffings we hope for; 
in the mildnefs of thy laws, 
and the reafonablenefs of 
thy fervice ; we cfteem it 
as our higheft and moft 
valuable privilege, that we 
arc enabled by intellect and 
fpeech, to make known our 
gratitude and our wants to 
thee; and we have reafon 
to be thankful to thee, for 
revealing to us, that the 
prayers of an honeft and 
contrite heart, fhall not be 
offered up in vain. 

Yet, notwithftanding thou 
art the fountain of good, 
the parent and benefaftor 
of mankind, we confefs 



with forrow and fliame, that 
we have violated thy laws^ 
and abufed thy tender mer- 
cies ; that we have too often 
aded inconfiftent with the 
dignity of reafon, that moft 
precious of thy gifts, given 
to man alone; that we have 
not Uftened to that inward 
monitor, which thou haft 
planted in the bofom of us 
all ; nor to the exprefs 
dictates of thy holy word ; 
we have too often demean- 
ed ourfelves, in a manner 
uhfuitable to the profpc(is 
and profeffions of Chrifti- 
ans ; but we have truft and 
confidence in thy mercy, 
and in that forgivenefs 
which thou haft revealed 
through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, to all who truly 
repent. 

Teach us, O Lord, to 
be good from a nobler mo- 
tive than fear; may we per- 
form our duties, and run 
tho race which is fet before 
us, as a work of love and 
gratitude ; may we look on 
vice and moral depravity^ 
with averfion, as vilifying 
the w^orks of thy hands, 
and as tending to introduce 
difordcr and mifery into 
the moral, as well as the 
material world. 

Cleanfe us we humbly 
befeecn 
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befccch thee, from fecret 
faults; enable us to refift 
inordinate paflions, and to 
avoid grofisfenfuality; keep 
thy ferv ants from prefump- 
tuous fins ; may the medi- 
tations of our hearts, the 
words of our mouths, and 
every aflion of our lives, 
in this our probationary 
ftate, be acceptable in thy 
light, O Lord God, our 
ftrength, our redeemer, and 
our judge. 

May we be careful to 
entertain worthy concep- 
tions of thy attributes, and 
thy particular providence; 
may we acquiefce, with 
compofure and refignation, 
in all thy difpofitions; firm- 
ly perfuaded, that however 
dark, difconfolate, entang- 
led and confufed, the pre- 
fent fcene may appear, all 
things will finally work 
»to thy glory and juftifica- 
tion. 

And as moral virtue 
is inseparably connect- 
ED WITH RELIGION, may 
we never impioufly and 
vainly expett, that either 
of them alone will compen- 
fate for a total abfence of 
the other; may we there- 
fore be fcrupuloufly juft, 
merciful and faithful in all 
our dealings ; humble and 



forgiving, affable and o- 
bliging. May the fublime 
and truly Chrittian princi- 
pie of univerfal philanthro- 
py, be imprefTed in our 
hearts fo deeply, that no 
private prepofTeffions, no 
national animofities, and no • 
religious differences, may 
controul or cxtinguifh it. 

May none of the fupcr^ 
ficial, tranfitory, and unfa- 
tisfafclory pleafures of. the 
world, lo far feduce us, as 
to forfeit our hope of a 
blefTed immortality. Do 
thou, O gracious God, for- 
tify us againfl, and fupport 
uf? under the anxiCties and 
terrors of death, tha when 
the hour of our departure 
fhall come, we may be fit- 
ted and prepared to m^et 
death without difmay; and 
with well-grounded confix 
dence in thy mercy, through 
jefus Chrifl, refign our 
fouls into thy hands, and 
be permitted to enter into 
thofe manfions, which thou 
haft prepared for thofe who 
truly love thee. 

Take us, we befeech 
thee, this day, under thine 
efpecial care and guidance; • 
protcQ: us from thofe evils 
and dangers, to which hu- 
man frailty is expofed ; 
profper us in all lawful 
under- 
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undertakings; direft us by 
thy wifdom, and defend us 
by thy Almighty power, 
through Jefus Chritt our 
Saviour. 

FREEDOM OF ENQUI. 
RY. I have lately 
been furfeited with elo- 
quent, but ill-timed decla- 
mations in favor of free en- 
quiry, accompanied with 
pathetic complaints of a 
want of earneftnefs and per- 
feverance in this refpeft, 
among the people at large : 
perhaps I am eafily infla- 
med, or fomewhat fore on 
the fubjeft ; for on two oc- 
cafions, when unfounded 
aflertions, to this purport, 
were made, I loft my tem- 
per, and lapfed into culpa- 
ble afperity of expreffion. 

Some allowance ihould 
be made, for an animal of 
a very irritable fpecies, pro- 
voked by fedition and ill 
defign, cloathed in the 
plaufible language of phi- 
lofophy and cool difcuffion. 

Is it poflible, to hear, 
without emotion, the pre- 
fcnt age accufed of being 
deficient in boldnefs, and 
induftry of refearch? can 
it be faid with tiruth, that 
-we have not enjoyed, and 
abufed the liberty of dif- 

VOL. IV. 



cuffing all fubjefts, religi^ 
ous, philofophical, or po* 
litical, 'till the fpeaker or 
the writer dropping his lo- 
gical and metaphoric tools^ 
exchanged them for, or re- 
commended in their placet 
weapons of a more fubftan- 
tial and offenfive kind, and 
exclaimed aloud, " To 
your tents, O Ifrael." 

Have not the fceptics of 
the age adopted the magif- 
terial tone, and dogmatic 
infolence of the Vatican? 
Have they not attempted to 
drive folace from chriftiani-i* 
ty, morality from religion, 
and confidence from go- 
vernment? yet are we ftill 
to be melted by pathos; 
muft we ftill liften to pra- 
ters of fenfibility, whilft 
the greater part .of Europe 
is plundered and depopu- 
lated by the fyftems they 
fupport. 

Under fuch circumftan- 
ces, to be ever and anon 
bellowing for greater zeal, 
and liberty of enquiry, is 
furely whipping and fpur- 
ring, a fiery, reftive, hard- 
mouthed Pegafus, which is 
already flying and galloping 
full fpeed to the devil !! 

It is not without confi- 
derable regret, that I have 
remarked this ill-timed zeaU 



in 



138 



FREEDOM OF ENQUIRY. 



in a clafs of men, correft 
in condufl, and for the 
mod part exemplary and 
pundual in difcharging the 
duties of private life. 

Though educated and in- 
ftrufted in religious opi- 
nions, of a very different 
caft, and difpoled by he- 
reditary antipathy, andjuf- 
tifiable fufpicion to regard 
them with precaution, I 
have occafionally joined in 
religious worfliip with them ; 
firft induced by what I con- 
feffed in another part of 
this coUeftion, " that the 
diflbnant voice, negligent 
routine, and endlefs repeti- 
tions of the liturgy of our 
eftablifhed church, did not 
awaken in my mind, any 
devout warmth or pious 
propenfity;" at the fame 
time, I did pot deny it the 
praife of impreffive fubli- 
mity. 

For thefe and other rea- 
fons, from geographical 
pofition, and my frequently 
finding among theiif teach- 
ersj.men of fcience and li- 
terary qualification, unpol- 
luted by the follies and vi- 
ces of the times, and with 
whom it was pofTible to 
pafs a few hours, unmole/ied 
with port wine, Hoyle, 
the Racing Calendar, and 



the ddg kennel ; I hav^ 
fometimes joined in prayer 
with thefe feceders, and 
have frequently received 
from their difcourfes, much 
pleafure and improvement. 

But thefe gratifications 
have of late been confide- 
rably diminiftied, by their 
denying many of the great 
and fundamental doftrines 
of chriftianity ; doftrines 
clearly, repeatedly, and 
emphatically inculcated in 
holy writ, and approved 
by the collefted wifdom of 
fifteen centuries. 

How would it have ftart* 
led the honeft candor of a 
Fofter, the benign libera- 
lity of a Dodderidge, and 
the inveftigating acutenefs 
of a Lardner, to fee pul- 
pits, which fcarce half a 
century before edified thou- 
fands, by unfolding the 
treafures of everlafting life, 
as contained in the holy 
fcriptures? What would 
have been their furprize 
and regret, to fee thofe hal- 
lowed fpots echoing forth 

ELABORATE APOLOGIESFOR. 

DEISM, explaining away or 
contradiftin^ the word of 
God, and tohite-wq/hing the 
fouleft and moft indefeafi- 
ble of all cbarafters? 
Inftead of difcourfing. 
on 
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on heaven, hell, death, 
and a future judgment, and 
enforcing the moral and fo- 
cial duties, their fermons 
hi'ave been either political 
pamphlets, the malignant 
cffufions of exafperated 
zeal, or tedious dilfertati- 
ons • on abftraO: queftions, 
wholly foreign to the avow- 
ed purpofe, for which 
chriftians affemble, neither 
calculated to make men 
happier, better, or wifer, 
and tending to difFufe dif. 
content, and difafFeftion, 
in a place, where it is not 
probable it can, or will be 
anfwered; and where the 
oflFender fancies himfelf a- 
like fecure, from the rod 
of the civil magiftrate, and 
the eafy refutation of an 
anfwer by word of mouth, 

«« Not fo, good Fofter, 
warm'd the lift'ning 
throng. 

No tales like thefe debas'd 
his facred tongue ; 

Morals and faith with him 
were ne'er at ftrife. 

He taught by both to regu- 
late our life ; 

Great gofpel truths he ne'er 
refin'd away, 

For fajfing founds andfyjlems 
of a day ;" 

He preached, — ~ 



Duty by faith to poor dege- 
nerate man. 

And built falvation on its 
Author's plan. 

To conclude, I call on 
every candid reader to fay, 
whether fpeculative enqui- 
ry, with the reins thrown 
on its neck, ever ranged 
more at large through eve- 
ry department of human 
knowledge. 

Unbiaffed by patriotifm^ 
or difcretion, regardlefs of 
critical conjunfture, fuch 
a conjunfture as never be- 
fore exifted, denying God, 
and defying man; have not 
our modern philofophers 
foared, where angels feared 
to look, or plunged into 
that unfathomable abyfs, 
in which fo many wife men, 
and fo many fools have pe- 
riflied everlaftingly ; too 
proud to confefs their igno- 
rance, and too obftinate to 
own their miftakes, though 
difficulties are every mo- 
ment prefenting themfelves . 
in the works of the creati- 
on, equally unexplainable 
with the moft profound 
myfteries of revelation ; 
do we not in a thoufand in- 
fiances find the chain too 
fhort, the well too deep ? 



T 2 



FRENCH 



iiio 



FRENCH DIRECTORY. 



FREl^CH DIRECTO. 
RY, their elaborate 
adoption of the trappings 
of monarchy, in their drefs 
and attendance ; and in two 
kiftances, their ec[ualling or 
outdoing the nights, the 
fuppers, and the fluttering 
flippery of Sardanapalus, 
has been hinted at in the 
allele under the title of 
Parifian Manners. 

But thefe republican fo- 
vcreigns do not appear to 
have fubmitted with com- 
placency to.any cenfure of 
their manners ; and the fol- 
lowing emphatic apoftro- 
phc, addrefled to them by 
a journalift of Paris, is faid 
to have been the fignal and 
the pretext for feizing the 
perfon of the editor, and 
the whole body of men 
employed at his printing, 
houfe, and conveying them 
without trial, judge, or 
jury, to Guiana or Cayenne. 
"•Abandon, Direftors, 
your upcftries, your laces, 
yo\ir fideboards of plate, 
your equipages, and royal 
robes. 

" Agefilaus feated him- 
felf on the ground, when 
he diflated laws to Perfia, 
and a wife man, recorded 
in hiftory, refufed on his 
being advanced, to part 



with his wooden Ihocs ; 

HAV£ YOU PR£$£RV£D 
YOURS?" 

FRIENDSHIP, "aword 
i^ a diftionary*' fays 
a volatile female, often no- 
ticed in this coUeftion, " a 
union of fouls, a coalition 
of hopes, of fears, of in- 
terefts, and of pleafures; 
praQicable in the calm pri- 
vacy of retirement, but ut- 
terly inconfiftent with the 
intercourfe of poliftied cir- 
cles, and wholly incompa- 
tible with the varied pur- 
fuits, the tranfitory attach- 
ments, the ihif tingabode,the 
expenfive eftablilhments, 
the fuperficial levity, and 
cvanelcent follies of mo- 
dern manners." 

** I prefer," fays this 
lively eccentric, but appa- 
rently unfeeling creature; 
" I prefer a rapid and va- 
riegated fucceffion of tri- 
flers, rattlers, coxcombs, 
demireps, and fools, zmth 
whom, and ai whom, I can 
occafionally laugh and pafs 
my time m pleafant, un- 
thinking, harmlefs merri- 
ment, to the dull, fober- 
famenefs of real friendfhip. 

" To find a fincere friend 
in the mixed medley of hu- 
man life, and what is more, 

to 
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to deferve and to retain 
him when found, is really 
a bufinefs above my reach, 
an eflFort beyond my capa- 
city : I am hot fufficiently 
important myfelf to affoci- 
ate with thofe who are; I 
am too trifling and nonfen- 
fical by half; the pride and 
naughtinefs of my heart, 
Ihrink from the pain and 
mortification of a humili- 
ating comparifoh. 

" Neither my nerves nor 
my confcience are foui^d 
enough, nor is my conduft 
fufficiently correcl, to bear 
a cenforial mentor at my 
elbow, criticifing every 
word, and reviewing every 
a^on of my life; vive la 
bagatelle has been, and 
ftill fhall be, my motto ; I 
prefer the light, current- 
coin, the convenient fmall 
change of common acquain- 
tiaince, with all the draw- 
backs of counterfeit and 
bafe metal, to the valuable 
bullion, the troublefome 
fterling gold of real friend- 
fliip : its weight overloads 
the pocket, and embarrafles 
all our motions ; we are fo 
anxious left we ihould lofe 
it, and if we happen to be 
deprived of it, by negli- 
gence or ill defign, it is 
replaced with fo much diffi- 



culty, that I dread poflef- 
fing the jewel. 

*' Give me a lift, as long 
ais my arm, of general ac- 
quaintance, whom we meet 
with by mere accident, and 
quit without regret ; I fay, 
a good long lift, which in 
cale of coldnefs or quar- 
relling, can fupply all va- 
cancies with adequate fub« 
ftitutes, every day of the 
week ; they amufe the pre- 
fent moment, which is all 
I wifli for, or expefl of 
them; I aflt not whence 
they come, nor am I foli- 
citous to know whither they , 
are going. 

" I know you often tell 
me, that my watering-place 
parties arc not always of 
the moft reputable kind ; I 
defy any of you to produce 
one fingle inftance of a 
gloomy, uncomplying, un- 
pleafant perfon, ever being 
announced; and as to the 
birth, parentage, and edu- 
cation, life, charaSer, and 
behaviour of them; is it 
poffible for me to procure 
a certificate of their good 
behaviour from their laft 
refidence, or the minifter 
and churchwardens of their 
parifli. 

'^ 1 fee them noticed,,and 
by perfons far fuperior to 

me 
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me in fafhion, rank, and 
good fenfe; indeed you are 
loo precife and particular, 
cknd iniiead of cen Turing, 
ought to praife the un- 
bounded charity, and un- 
fettered liberality of myfelf 
and the enlightened few^ for 
patronizing thofe, who, if 
we -were not their /nVnrfs, 
would probably not have 
a friend in the world." 

Such a rhapfody pro- 
nounced by a pair of pout- 
ing lips, which might be belter 
employed^ and by a pretty 
woman, furrounded by a 
crowd of admirers, all rea- 
dy to eat her words, would 
naturally pafs off very cur- 
rently, and might make no 
bad winding up flourifli in 
a modern farce ; but where 
would the joyous circle be 
found, in the hour of "dan- 
ger, ficknefs, and diftrefs, 
an(J if they could be found, 
of what avail or advantage 
would they be? Are cha- 
rafters of fuch a caft qua- 
lifted by habit, inclination, . 
or ability, to footh the for- 
rows of the afflifted, to lull 
the pangs of difeafe, or 
rock the cradle of declin- 
ing age ? they gayly flutter- 
ed in the funfhine of prof- 
peri ty, but would either 
fly at the approach of the 



thunder-ftorm, or prove an 
incumbrance to the mifera- 
ble dupe, whom they had 
enticed to the precipices of 
deftruftion. 

It was obferved by a 
ftern moralift, fpeaking of 
a man who had committed 
many and great errors, du- 
ring almoR every period of 
his life; " He wanted a 

SEVERE FRIEND.*' " They 

are ufeful, but unpleafant 
companions," faid my fair 
reafoner„ when this paffage 
was quoted agaipft her 5 
^' to ride with a curb, is 
equally difagreeabletoman 
and'beaft; fuch perpetual 
checks, make the mouth 
fore;" «^ Yo.u had better 
have a fore mouth than "an 
aching heart," was the an- 
fwer, to which the lady did 
not, or could not reply. 

Of two evils, when we 
have the choice^ we certainly 
ought to chufe the leaft : 
the life of a great painter, 
bufily employed in decora- 
ting the dome of a lofty 
temple, was faved by a 
prefence of mind fortunate- 
ly exerted in his fervant,' 
who, feeing his matter whol- 
ly abforbed in his occupa- 
tion, and running back- 
ward to view the effeft of 
his pencil, within a few 
inches 
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inches of the edge of the 
fcafFolding ; a fall from 
which. would have daftied 
him to pieces, threw a pot 
' of paint over his excellent 
and almoft finiflied produc- 
tion; the artift rufhing for- 
ward to refent fo unwar- 
rantable and unaccounta- 
ble an aftion, was foon 
convinced that the appa- 
rent injury, as in many in- 
ftances of misfortune is the 
cafe; he gratefully confef- 
fed, that the injury was 

A BLESSING IN DISGUISE. 

How many of us would 
have been fnatched ' from 
ruin and perdition, had fome 
intrepid friend, at certain 
unpropitious moments of 
our lives, ftepp'din to break 
the charm of fenfuality, to 
efface the fairy forms of 
imagination, and difturb the 
airy dreams of fyftematic 
vanity and infatuation. 

IX w^ould appear ftrange 
for any maif in his fenfes, 
or for any Englifhman, who 
had once boafted, " that the 
altar of liberty was erected 
on the ruins of the baftile," 
to fpeak in terms of appro- 
bation of that gloomy edi- 
fice, or of lettres de cachet : 
yet I could name the time, 
m which I heartily wifli I 
had been confined there; . 



and I could produce an 
hundred inftances, where a 
judicious ufe of thefe. in- 
ttruments of the old defpo- 
tifm of France, would have 
faved the fouls, bodies and 
eftates of fome of the plea- 
fanteft and moft accomplifh- 
ed men I ever knew : we 
want fome legal and confti- 
tutional mode of coercion, 
for young, men of ftroiig 
paffions and deep purfes, 
from eighteen to five and 
twenty; how much ruin and 
howmanyheart-aches would 
fuch a power, lodged infafc 
hands, prevent ? 

The.prefs has groaned 
with exaggerated defcrip- 
tions of the enormities prac- 
tifed, in this ftrong hold of 
royalty ; and the print- 
fhops have been darkened 
with caricature and copper- 
plates, of its demolition; 
yet, with all its acknow- 
ledged evils, did it or could 
it produce mifchiefs more 
fcandalous and fatal, than 
the beggary of a wife and 
family, perpetual exile, or 
imprifonment, a difeafcd 
body and a tormented mind, 
diftra£lion and fuicidc ; a 
fhocking. death here, and 
e verlafting damnation in the 
world to come. 

FROfit 
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FRONTISPIECE, a 
fingular one, to an edi- 
tion of one of the claffics, 
publilhed a few years fincc 
on the Continent. 

The copper-plate which 
faces the title page, and is 
not badly executed, repre- 
fents on one fide, Chrift 
upon the crofs; and on the 
other, a figure of the au- 
thor, from whofe mouth a 
label appears to iffue forth, 
with the following words 
infcribed on it^ " Lord 
Jefus, loveft thou me ?" 

His queftion is thus an- 
fwered by another label af- 
fixed to the mouth- of the 
perfon addrelfed; " High- 
ly famed, excellent, and 
moft learned ReQ:or Seger, 
imperial poet, and well-de- 
ferving mafter of the fchool 
at Wittenberg: yes, thou 
knoweftthat I love thee."!!! 

CASPAR DE TAVA- 
NES, a Marlhal of 
France, in the fixteenth 
century, during the nomi- 
nal reign of Charles the 
Ninth; though it was his 
mother, Catharine de Me- 
dicis, who in faft governed 
the kingdom. 

In the wars of the league, 
this Catholic commander 
exhibited confiderable (kill 



and intrepidity, and may 
be aptly contrafted with 
D'Aubigne, the fubjeft of 
an article in my firft vo- 
lum9, who was a zealous 
proteftant, equally haugh* 
ty, predominating and paf- 
fionate, in fupport of the 
opinions heprofeffed; who 
thought himfelf juftified on 
every ftart of irritation or 
caprice,* to infult a fove- 
reign, from whom he had 
received many favors, and 
to fan the flames of difcon- 
tent ; Tavanes, warmly at- 
tached to the Catholic 
church, and the family of 
the Guife^, but inferior to 
D'Aubigne, in intelleftual 
endowments, and confider- 
ing a departure from the 
eftabliflied religion of bis 
country, as the worft of 
fins, felt no compunftion 
in approving of, and per- 
fonally direfcting the bloody 
maffacre, of St. Bartholo. 
mew. 

In this, as in many other 
inllances, I could produce 
a blind attachment to cha- 
rafters, not very immacu- 
late ; and an unconcfttional 
fubmiffion to the fury of 
religious and political dic- 
tators, hurried two emi- 
ncnt, perhaps well-mean- 
ing men, into errors and 
crimes ; 
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crimes • D'Aubigne, after 
a long and ineffe6tual ftrug- 
gle againft the triumphant 
Catholics, fentenced him- 
felf to a reludant banifli- 
ment; and Tavanes, with 
ftrong feelings, a nice fenfe 
of honor, ahd confidera- 
ble military merit, muft 
be handed down to pofte- 
rity, by every impartial 
hillorian, as a bigot, and 
an affaflrm. 

The grey-headed mar- 
Ihal, whole loyalty and ar- 
dor glowed with unabated 
fervor in the laft aft of 
life, died on his way to 
the memorable fiege of Ro- 
chelle ; he was fucceeded 
in honors by his fon, who 
accompanied his father in 
mod of his campaigns, and 
erefted a monument to his 
memory, with an infcrip- 
tion, fomewhat in the tu- 
mid ftyle of Buonaparte, in 
which he afferts, that death 
was the only enemy his 
father never conquered : 
but William has left what 
he probably thought a more 
durable memorial of the 
glories of his family, a 
folio volume of memoirs 
of the life of his father, 
wire-drawn through nearly 
fix hundred pages, with a 
portrait of the fierce old 

Vol. IV. 



foldier, admirably cxpref- 
five of his charafter, al- 
though coarfely engraved ; 
it is the countenance of a 
military veteran ereft, and 
confcioufly triumphant, like 
fome old tyrant in antient 
tape dry. 

The memoirs, I know 
from experience will ex- 
hauft the patience and re- 
folution of a modern rea- 
der, they commence with 
Noah's quitting the ark^ and 
defcena, in a feries perpe- 
tually interrupted by apo- 
therms, religious, moral, 
political anddidaSic, to the 
family of the hero he means 
to celebrate ; confiderable 
acutenefs, deep thinking, a 
thorough knowledge of the 
world, and the political 
ftate of Europe, frequent- 
ly appear, but fo total an 
abfence of arrangement and 
order, that a work, the pe- 
rufal of which might, have 
been int^reftingand inftruc- 
tive, degenerates into an 
irkfome fpecies of literary 
labor. 

Four lingular prelimina- 
ry pieces are prefixed to the 
memoirs, each of which the 
author calls Avis au Roi ; 
in one he propofejcto his 
majefty, to unite all Eu- 
rope in one religion, but 
U pointedly 
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pointeclly coi^demns ufing 
any violent means againft 
thofe who differ from us in 
fpeculative opinions; " he- 
refy it is true, is worfe than 
plague, peftilence and fa- 
mine, but it is a difeafe 
which mull be gradually 
cured by education, by ar- 

fjument, and gentle per- 
uafion ; how cruel, un- 
grateful, and impolitic is 
It, to perfecute men who 
have fo often bled in fight- 
ing our battles?" 

My readers may proba- 
bly wifli to know how this 
fair-fpeaking man would 
proceed ; take his own 
words , ^' At one and the 
fame time, and without pre- 
vious warning, let all the 
chief leaders and principal 
teachers of the Hugonots, 
be feized and confined, 
without any previous warn- 
ings; place garrifons in all 
their cautionary towns and 
ftrong holds. 

*' As the differences be- 
tween the Catholics and 
Calvinifts art very flighty it 
would not be aimcult to 
bring the whole kingdom 
to a uniform profeffion of 
faith, if the eflablifhed cler- 
gy could be prevailed on 
to reform the prefent ec- 



clefiaftic abufes, and amend 
their lives. 

** If however, in fpitc 
of our remonflrances and 
admonitions, the Hugonots 
continue refraftory, their 
property muft be confifca- 
ted, and their places of 
worfhip be fliut up; hiA 
publijh no ediHs^ they only 
ferve to alarm, exafperate, 
and unite male-contents. 

** The great obflacle to 
this plan," continues the 
author of the memoirs, " is 
the king of England, who, 
like his predecefTor, is 
watching every opportuni- 
ty to encourage difcord and 
revolt among your majef- 
ty's fubjefts : fortunately 
for my fcheme, the prefent 
king (James the firfl) is 
fonder of books than arms : 
an ambaffador, properly 
inftrufted, fhould be dif- 
patched to him ; ftratagem, 
fair promifes, and golden 
arguments muft be made ufe 
of; if thefe fail, find work 
for that monarch on his 
ownfhores; let thefe haugh- 
ty iflanders be taught, that 
a favourable wind and tide, 
can in a few hours waft 
from the ports of Dieppe, 
Havre, and Calais, three 
armies of thirty thoufarvd 

men 
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men each, which, joined 
by the Catholics and difaf- 
fefted, already on the fpot, 
may by one brilliant vifto- 
ry, decide the fate of a 
country in which there are 
no ftrong fortreffes." 

It is worthy of remark, 
that the fanguine French- 
man, enters fomewhat at 
large into a detail of the 
invafion he projefts, and 
that his plan in fome ref- 
pe6ls bears- a refemblance 
to certain attempts of his 
countrymen, the modern 
republicans, againft this and 
a lifter country, during the 
prefent war; in all of which 
they have been fo happily 
ana gallantly defeated : he 
propofes that one of the 
difembarkations fhall take 
place in Scotland, another 
in Armorica (Wales) a third 
on the Effex coaft, as near 
as poffible to the metropo- 
lis, for the purpofe of a 
coup dc* main, and in order 
to create a diverfion, he 
advifes a fourth army to be 
fent againft Ireland. 

*' But as felfiftinefs and 
ambition, ruin the beft- 
concertedenterprizes" con- 
tinues William de Tavanes, 
** the powers of Europe 
would be convulfed, be- 
fore it could be fettled 

U 



WHICH OF THEM SHOULD 
HAVE ENGLAND; if that 

citadel of the proteftants 
were once demoliflied, the 
holy Catholic church would 
reign triumphant, over the 
greater part of the civilized 
world." 

In another Avis au Roi, 
or memorial, he wifiies his 
majefty to declare war a- 
gainft the king of Spain, 
to fecure the ftrong places 
in Flanders, and to conquer 
Piedmont, Savoy, Genoa,' 
and Nice;. and, becaufe an 
alliance with infidels, who 
pollute the holy land, and 
defile a fpot, rendered fa- 
cred by the prefence, mi- 
racles of Chrift, and his 
difciples, is unworthy of, 
and difgraceful to Chrifti- 
ans, he recommends at- 
tacking the Turks, and 
wifties leave to be afked of 
the Pope, to arm ten thou- 
fand of the religious orders. 
Capuchins, Cordeliers, and 
Jacobins; "With this Ca- 
thblic army, let a defcent 
be made on Egypt, by way 
of diftrafting the attention 
of the Muffulmen," 

Such are the outlines of 
the reveries of William de 
Tavanes, imagined more 
than two hundred years 
ago^ probably thougnt at 
2 that 
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that period, the impoflible 
chimacra of a fanguine pro- 
jeftor, and for which he 
vfSLS probably laughed at ; 
yet all, and more than he 
enjoins, hath in the pr^fent 
day been attempted, and in 
a great meafure executed 
by modern France, under 
the iron fceptre of demp- 
cratic defpotifm ; not in- 
deed exaftly for the pur- 
pofe of eftaplifhing the Ca- 
tholic religion. 

The writer of the me- 
iTioirs, fond of flying from 
his fuhjeO:, on every oc- 
cafion, enters largely on 
the bufinefs of military e- 
ducation, and fpeaking of 
the qualifications neceffary 
for a foldier, obferves, in 
a drain of rigid ariftocracy, 
*' the firft and moft indif- 
penfible requifite, is, that 
ne muft be a gentleman by 
blood as well as education, 
for neither will do alone ; 
every man of rank, pro^ 
perty, and confideratiop, 
who has three fons, ihould 
devote two of them to the 
military pro feffion; but pa- 
trician blood on the father's 
fide only, is not fufficient ; 
a mother, fprung from a 
mean, vicious, and unheal- 
thy family, or suckled 

BY A NURSE Of ^^15 DE- 



SCRIPTION, will certainly 
produce, and in many in- 
ftances has produced, a bafc 
and degenerate offspring." 

He wiflies boys defigned 
for the army, to be early 
enured to toil and hardfhip^ 
to all winds and all wea- 
thers 5 that their tutor 
ihould be a gentleman, ma- 
ny of that defcriptipn, the 
younger brothers of decay- 
ed but good families, mighty 
if properly treated, be ea- 
fily procured to undertake 
this important charge ; for 
a low-born tutor will infal- 
libly inculcate maxims an4 
fyftems, confpnant with his 
birtli. 

He then enumerates the 
particular branches of kno- 
wledge they ought to ac- 
quire; to love and ferve 
Cod, to honor the king, tp 
be kind to their fellpw crea- 
tures, to fpeak the truth on 
all occafions, and at every 
rifque, to handle the fmaU 
fyrord, tp ride the great 
horfe, to fwim, to leap, to 
wreftle, and tp dance; pei:- 
fprming pn fome inftrument 
of mufic, he obferves, h^s 
been thought proper by 
fome, " but it is not only 
unneceffary, but degrading 
to a, gentleman and a fol- 
dier." 

GENIUS 
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GENIUS UNRE. 
WARDED. The 
following humorovrs pafs- 
age occurs in a mifcella- 
py, pabliflied a few ye«irs 
fince. 

*' We have been lately 
honored with the prefence 
of th<2 celebrated Mr. Po\y- 
pll, who I fuppofe muft for- 
merly have exifted in a 
comet, and by one of thofe 
junfqrefeen accidents, which 
(bmetimes happen to the 
mod exalted charaflcrs, has 
dropped from its tail. 

" His f:ommon food is 
fire and hrimftone, which he 
licks up as eagerly as a hun- 
gry peafant >vould, a mefs 
pt pQttage; he feeds on this 
extraordinary diet before 
princes and peers, to their 
infinite fatisfaQ:ion;and fuch 
is his paffion for this terri- 
ble element, that if he were 
to cpme hyngry'into your 
kitchen, while a firloin was 
Toafting, he would cat up 
^he fire, and leave the beef. 

'* It is fpmewhat furpri- 
zing that the friends of real 
merits as he exprefles him- 
felf in his adyertifemerit, 
have not yet promoted hin^, 
living as we do, in an age 
favourable to men of ge- 
pius: Mr. Johnfo^i has been 
revjrded with a penfion fpr 



writing, and Mr. Sheridan 
for fpeaking well; but Mr, 
Powell, who eats wellj has 
not yet been noticed by 
any adminiftration; obliged 
to \vander from place to 
place; and inftead of in^ 
dulgin^ himfelf in private, 
with his favourite di{h, he 
is under the uncomfortable^ 
neceflity of eating in pub- 
lic, and - helping himfelf 
from the kitchen fire of 
fome paltry ale-houfe in 
the country. Q tempora, 
O mores ! 

GILBERT, a monk, m 
the latter part of the 
tenth century, borh of ho-r 
neft, but humble parents, 
at Aurillac, in D'Auvergne, 
and a gre^t proficient for 
the age in which he lived, 
in optics, and the menfura- 
tion of time ; at a period 
when watch-making, com- 
pared to its prefent ttate of 
perfeQion, was a rude dif. 
play pf rough mechanifm. 
Havingdiftinguifhed him- 
felf early in life, by litera- 
ry diligence, he w^s ap- 
pointed preceptor to Ro- 
bert, king of France, who 
raifed him to the archbi* 
fhopric of Rheims; by the 
intereft of his royal patron, 
he was afterwardi> promoted 

to 
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to that of Ravenna; and 
finally, he afcended the 
throne of St. Peter, under 
the name of Sylvefter the 
fecond, being the firrt 
Frenchman who filled the 
Papal chair. 

Sylvefter is defcribed by 
an invidious cotemporary, 
as proud and ambitious, 
butthefe faults would have 
been excufed, had he not 
exjcited envy by fuperior 
acquiremefit; that intellec- 
tual excellence, which his 
enemies were too indolent 
or too ftupid to attain, they 
could not forgive him for 
difplaying; and according 
to the cuftomary cant of 
the day^ accufing him, and 
indeed every able man, of 
poffeffing more knowledge 
than he came fairly by, 
infifted that he dealt with 
the devil. 

This calumny, rendering 
the pontiff for a (hort time 
unpopular, a mob, incited 
by the arts of his. oppo- 
nents, attacked him on a 
certain occafion, as he was 
paffing through the ftreets 
of Rome, without his ufual 
attendants, and were pro- 
ceeding to perfonat vio- 
lence; when a mechanic of 
the lowell clafs, walking 



by, demanded " What is 
the bufinefs ?" " Bufinefs 
enough," laid one of the 
crowd, *' and a very bad 
bufinefs; our Pope, the 
head of Chrift's church, 
and God's vice-gerent up- 
on earth, is turned con- 
juror, and deals with the 
wicked one;" " Depend 
on it," anfwered the enqui- 
rer, you are miftakcn ; if 
he had been a conjuror, 
they would never have 
chofen him Pope." 

Convinced by this effec- 
tual, but farcaftic fpecies 
of extemporaneous logic, 
the people difperfed; and 
Sylvefter paffed on without 
further moleftation, to the 
Vatican. 

A needy parafite once 
prefented to him a family 
pedigree, in which he fan- 
cied he had proved the 
Pope's defcent from the 
antient kings of Argos ; 
Sylvefter returned the ma- 
nufcript to the writer, with 
a fmall reward, obferving 
to him, that his genealogy 
was a fevere refleftion on 
fome of his remote ancef- 
tors, who ipuft fome one 
or other of them, have 
done fomething very much 
amifsj to be reduced fo 
low; 
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low; as the laft three or 
four generations had been 
labourers and huibandmen. 

HAIR POWDER, ad. 
dition to the article 
under that title, in the 
eighty.firft page of a for- 
mer volume. 

The ediior halh received 
a mild reprehenfion from a 
frjiendly quarter, for fpeak- 
ing, in terms nearly ap- 
proaching to approbation, 
of throwing apnually into 
the fea, thirty thoufand 
quarters of corn ; and he 
readily agrees with his kind 
correlpondent, that it wou'd 
be far preferable to expend 
the fum, which fo much 
wheat would xroft, in giving 
marriage portions to young 
women ; by which, and o- 
tfaer laudable methods of 
encouraging population, a- 
griculture would be equal- 
ly promoted, and the grain 
in queftion, inftcad of be- 
ing zuickedly and wajlefully 
^aft into the fea, would 
gflfiord fubfiftence to thou-, 
lands. 

Thus far, I thought it 
Tight to notice the expoftu- 
lations of' one, to whom 
I'iiis work has been fre- 
quently indebted; but I 
\)eg leave to remind him, 



that I only put the cafe, to 
illuftrate the reafoning, on 
which the fyftem I endea- 
voured to eftablifli, was 
founded, and that when I 
mentioned the aft of throw- 
ing corn into the fea, I 
called it immoral, and high- 
ly culpable. 

If I were aflced, which, 
of two individuals, was the 
moll ufeful member of fo- 
ciety, he, who receiving 
his dividends on twenty 
thoufand pounds in the 
three per cent confols. re- 
gularly purchafed, every 
half year, more flock, with- 
out fpending one fix-pence 
of the interefl, or, he who 
every year laid out the 
whole of it in corn, n^erely 
to cajl it into the fea; I fhoulcl 
give my opinion, without 
hefitation, in favor of the 
latter. 

HARRINGTON, 
BARNABAS, a 
licentious poet, of Apple- 
by, in Weftmoreland, con- 
cerning whom, very little 
is known, and author of a 
flrarige farrago of lewd hu- 
mour and diforderly metre, 
which he publifliea, under 
the title of " Drunken Bar- 
naby's Journal." The firfl 
impreffion is without date 

or 



i5« 



HARRINGTON, BARNABAS. 



or place mentioned : I have 
fccn an edition irt i2«"o- 
vith cuts, fell at an auftion 
for a guinea. 

The book is Latin in 
one page, and the oppofite 
one the fame in Englifh, 
both in rhyme; but it is im- 
poffible for any reader, of 
a decent or a corre£l tafte, 
to perufe it with comfort 
or fatisfaSion; the Latin 
is far fuperior to the Eng- 
lilh ;^ the author, who is 
faid to have been a gradu- 
ate of Queen's College, 
Oxford, exhibits occafiofi- 
ally, flaflies of learning, 
wit, facetioufnefs,and plea- 
fantry, but lamentably de- 
bafed by the alloys I have 
before mentioned. 

A paffage from his book 
had the honour to be quot- 
ed by an honourable mem- 
ber, who often mingles, hu- 
mour with political vio- 
lence, in a debate on an 
Aft, for the more efFeftual 
obfervance of the Chriftian 
fabbath : 
•* To Banb'ry came I, O 

prophane one, 
Where I faw a puritane 

one. 
Hanging of his cat on Mon- 
day, 
For killing of a moufc on 
• Sunday." 



, Many parts of the world 
have a legend, or a piece 
of local hiftory attached 
to them, placed fufficiently 
far back, to exercife faith, 
and elude deteftion ; moft 
travellers to the north have 
fmiled over their tea, at 
the Wansford-bridge ftory^ 
of which Mr. Harrington, 
I know -not how correctly^ 
makes himfelf. the original 
hero; the paffage on this 
fubjeft, affords a fair fpe- 
cimen of his poetry, hia» 
latinity, his rhyme, and 
his metre. . .* 

Veni Wansford-briggs, im- 

manem 
Vidi amnem, alnum, a- 

num ; 
Amnem latum, aniim lau^ 

tam, 
Comptam, cultam, caftam, 

cautam. 
Inde ptato per-amaeni 
Dormiens tenjulentc fcc- 

ni; 
Rivus furgit et me capit, . 
Et in flumen alte rapit. 
" Quorfum?'- clamant; - 

" Nuper erro 
A Wansfcrd-briggs in An- 

gliterra." . . 

Thence to Wansford briggs, 

a river 
And a wife, will live for 

ever. 

River 
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River broad, an old wife 

jolly, 
Comely, feemly, free from 

folly. 
On a haycock, fleeping 

foundly. 
The river 'rofe and took 

me roundly 
,Down the current : people 

cry'd. 
As down the ftream I fleep- 
ing hy'd : 
*^ Where away, good fir ? 
- from Greenland ? 
" No, from Wansford- 

brihggs in England." 

Mr. Harrington, wuth 
good parts, refpe£iable ac- 
quirements, and a ftrong 
turn for fatirical humour, 
appears to have been one 
of thofe mofi dijinUrejled of, 
allcharaSerSj who, provid- 
ed they can fet the table 
in a roar, and provide mer- 
riment for the gay, the 
thoughtlefs, and the vici- 
ous, are wholly regardlefs 
of iheir own fortunes and 
profpefts ; who take no 
thought for the morrow, 
and Dring cares on them- 
felves, in their efforts to 
drown the cares of others. 

A life thus mis-fpent, and 
powers thus perverted, led 
to the ufual termination ; 

Vol. IV. X 



after the education and pro- 
babilities of a gentleman, 
he lapfed into low diftrefs, 
and pecuniary difficulty ; 
ending his days, as an a(lo- 
ciate with thofe, who fe talk 
is only of oxen; and the 
man of learning and wit, 
was obliterated, in the 
debafing occupation of a 
horfe-jockey ; an occupa- 
tion, which it is extremely 
difficult to exercife with 
integrity, fatisfaftion, or 
repute. 

HEATHEN MYTHO. 
LOGY. It was the 
complaint of a late writer, 
that claffical learning, and 
the perpetual ufe, and con- 
templation of the fabulous 
objefts of antiquity, had 
taken entire pofleuion of 
the imaginations and me- 
mories, not only of our 
artifts, painters, poets, and 
Ilatuaries, but of the ma- 
jority of our Engliffi divi- 
nes ; that from our theatres 
and academies, our parks, 
fountains, public buildings, 
and pleafure grounds, the 
gods of Greece and Rome, 
had at latt crept into our 
pulpits: this conduct in 
chriftians he pronounced as 
abfurd, as if the aniients 

had 
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had adorned their temples, 
with the ftatues of Mofes 
and Aaron. 

In anfwer to this authoi^, 
vrhofe zeal heated his fan- 
cy, and fometimes warped 
his judgment, it hath been 
replied, that a fondnefs for 
vertii, and an attachment 
to the precious remains of 
antient (uperftition, isyhol- 
\y a matter of tafte, and 
cannot poffibly have any 
tendency to pervert us from 
the worfhip of the true 
God; that a connoiffeur 
may contemplate the Venus 
de Medicis, or Apollo Bel- 
vidcre, with admiration and 
exquifite pleafure, without 
allowing to either, the at- 
tributes or worftiip of a 
deity. 

With equal propriety he 
might have apprehended, 
that the fafhion for Chinefe 
ornament, zig-zag, bells, 
and dragons, fo prevalent 
a few years fince, and fo 
eccentrically recommended 
by the late Sir William 
Chambers, would have 
made us converts to Chi- 
nefe idolatry; yet no fuch 
confequence enfued; and, 
among the numerous admi- 
rers of gothic:and arabef- 
que architefture, it would 
be difficult to produce an 



inftarice, of one whofe 
chriftian principles funk, 
in proportion, as his buil- 
dings arofe ; and although 
Strawberry-hill, late the 
refidence of Horace WaU 
pole, (for fuch I Ihall ever 
call him) is totally of that 
conftruftion, I believe no 
one ever fufpefted its plea- 
fant proprietor of being a 
Muffulman. 

Yetnotwithftanding thefe 
and other fenfible ftriftures, 
and biftiop Watfon's admi- 
rable raillery of Gibbon, 
for his attachment to '* the 
elegant mythology of the 
Greeks," the prefent age 
has witneffed a ferious 
and elaborate defence of 
Paganifm, by a writer of 
coniiderable learning, who, 
with every appearance of 
anxious fincenty, laments 
the downfall of Jupiter, 
Mercury, and Apollo, and 
devoutly attempts, by eve- 
ry means in his power, to 
perfuade mankind to reftore 
the gods of antiquity, to 
their akars^ their worfhip, 
and their temples. 

On this fubjeft, a writer 
of a very different clafs^ thus 
gives utterance to the effer- 
vefcence of an exafperated 
fpirit. " In thfe prefent 
times, alas^ th£ tree or 
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LIFE, is hi fled at, as the 
food of vifionary eiithu- 
fiafts, and the tree of 
DEATH, in other words, the 
tree of knowledge of good 
;md evil, has the eyes, 
hands, and hearts of priefts 
and people: this tree to 
which we are indebted for 
death and corruption, is 
DOW looked up to, as the 
tree of light, and is well 
watered with every foul and 
muddy ftream, that can 
be drawn to it. 

«* That gofpel, once fo 
lovely for fimplicity and 
truth, can pleafe no longer, 
'till it hath received the 
polifli and ornament of claf* 
fie literature : Cicero, Arif- 
totle, Euclid, Longinus, 
and Quintilian, have taken 
fbrceable pofleflion of the 
pulpit and reading defk; 
and what follows ? we ex- 
hibit the atheifm of Arif- 
totle, the pride and difli^ 
mulation^of Cicero, and 
the refined, as well as the 
more grofs vices of Greece 
and Rome, in their laft (lage 
of depravity. 

** In all this glory of 
learning, a gospel chris- 
tian is rarely to be found; 
nor ought we to wonder, 
if we are fo abfurd as to 
expedt that wit^ rhetoric, 

X 



and all the pride of human 
reafon, can increafe the ef- 
feO: of, or are at all neccf- 
fory towards inculcating 

THE PLAIN DOCTRINE OF 
CHRIST, AND HIM CRUCI- 
FIED; a doftrine, which 
it is impoffible but fot the 
wilfully blind and perverfe 
to miiunderfland, as laid 
down in the holy fcripturesy 
which unequivocally de- 
clare, ' that the wifoom of 
this \yrorld is foolilhnefe 
with God.' 

" What grofs ignorance, 
and extravagant prefumpti- 
on, to expeft that Greek 
and Roman fchools, can 
teach us to put off Adam, 
and put on Chrift; to fup- 
pofe that Pagan poets and 
orators will in any way af-- 
lift us, in attaining or en- 
deavouring to imitate the 
mildnefs, humility, and pu- 
rity of Chrift ? 

" It is from miftakcs 
like thefe, we have fo ma- 

ny CICERONIAN GOSPEL- 
LERS, fo few gofpel peni* 
tents; inftead of being con- 
trite, fubmiffive, and peni* 
tent, like the publican, 
who went up to the temple 
to pray, and who could on* 
ly exclaim, ^ God be mer- 
ciful to me, a finner;' we 
have high bred men of 
z letters 
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letters, whom you may 
hear, fermon after fermon, 
ftalking in heroics, with- 
out fuppofing or guefling, 
unlefs previoufly informed 
by their text, that you were 
liftening to a minifter of 
the Chriftian religion, af- 
fefting only the charafter 
of polifhed literati, flying 
on the unfeathered wings of 
high founding words, or 
tranfported on the enormous 
Jilblime of a Milton. 

" We may fancy that 
by fuch means, we fhall 
reach heaven, but, with 
all our pains, the brick and 
mortar of human wifdom, 
produces only that tower 
of Babel, self-exalta- 
tion, which, inftead of 
affifting us to reach the 
throne of grace, only leads 
to confufion, divine wrath, 
and difmay. 

" The ftrength of parts, 
the glitter of genius, the 
flights of imagination, the 
parade of learning, are 
the ^. mafter builders of 
pride, which is ever bufy 
in erefting her temple, in 
the heart of man. 

" The fupercilioufnefs 
of human wifdom, tower- 
ing above, though preten- 
ding to explain fcripture 
truthSf is the old ferpent. 



again attempting to feduce 
the offspring of that Eve 
whom he once fo cruelly 
betrayed. 

" If CLASSIC-GOSPEL* 
LER^, LINGUIST^CRITICS, 
SCRIPTURE -LOGICIANS, 
SALVATION-ORATORS, and 

^RAMMATisTs, in Greek 
and Roman phrafes, idioms, 
tropes, and figures, can 
prove that they are^ the 

LITTLE CHILDREN, tO 

whom the kingdom of God 
is exprefsly faid to belong; 
I then will allow, that the 
modern nabob, who is la- 
bouring, fcheming, broiling 
and fighting for every thing 
he can fcramble after, to 
be the very man, who la- 
boureth for the meat which 
perifheth not." 

This will be thought by 
moll moderate men, going 
too far; as on other fub- 
jefts, both parties err, by 
rufliing into. Extremes; yet 
I cannot withhold the praife 
of well-timed admonition, 
from the following addrefs 
of a Scotch fynod, which 
caught my eye, five and 
twenty years ago. 

'^ The fynod, in confe- 
quence or a fuggeftion 
from their committee, cau- 
tion minifters againft affec- 
tation in their ftyle, lan- 
guage, 
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giiage, and pronunciation, 
and againfl: all attempts at 
modernizing the plain, but 
convincing fimplicity of 
gofpel truths; left in en- 
deavouring to accommo- 
date the manner of their 
preaching, they fhould pro- 
ceed to accommodate the 
matter alfo, to the tafte of 
a corrupt and carnal gene- 
ration. 

" And as mending the 
morals, and convincing the 
underftanding, is, or ought 
to be the fir ft objeft, with 
every faithful fervant of 
God, they further warn 
their bretnren, againft all 
obfcurities and improprie- 
. ties of fpeech, technical 
and philofophical, and a- 
gainft all learned terms and 
phrafes, not commonly un- 
derftood." 

HENLEY, JOHN, 
. a native of Melton 
Mowbray, in the county 
of Leicefter, where he of- 
ficiated feveral years as 
curate, and condufted a 
grammar fchool ; but feel- 
ing, or fancying, that a ge- 
nius like his, ought not to 
be cramped in fo obfcure 
a fituation; '^ having been 
long convinced, that many 
grols errors, and impof* 
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tures, prevailed in the va^ 
rious inftitutions aVid efta- 
blilhments of mankind, and 
being ambitious of refto- 
ring antient eloquence ;" 
but as his enemies aflert, 
to avoid the fcandal and 
embarraffments of illicit 
love, he repaired to the 
metropolis; and for a fhort 
time, performed clerical 
funftions, in the neighbour- 
hood of Bloomft)ur)'-fquarc, 
with a profpeft of fucceed- 
ing to the lefturefhip of the 
parift>, which foon became 
vacant. 

Several candidates offer- 
ing for this fituation, a 
warm conteft enfued; and 
after Mr." Henley's pro- 
bation fermon, which he 
thought would enfure him 
an eafy viftory ; we may 
judge of the difappointment 
of this difciple of Demoft- 
henes and Cicero, M'hen he 
was told by a perfbn, de- 
puted from the congrega- 
tion, " that they had no- 
thing to objeft againft his 
language or his doftrine, 
but that he threw himfelf 
about too much in the 
pulpit, and that another 
perfon was chofen." 

Lofing his temper, as well 

as his eleftion, he rufhed 

into an adjoining room, 

where 
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where the principal parifti- 
oners were aflembled, and 
thus addrefled them, in all 
the vehemence of outrage- 
ous paffion : " Blockheads, 
are vou qualified to decide 
on the degree of aftion, ne- 
ceffary for a preacher of 
God's word? Were you 
able to read, or bad you 
fufficient fenfe, you forry 
knaves, to underlland the 
moft renowned orator of 
antiquity, he would tell 
you, that the great, almoft 
the only requifite, for a 
public Ipeaker, was aftion, 
aftion, aftion ; but I de- 
fpife and defy you; pro- 
voco ad populum, the pub- 
lic Ihall decide between 
us." With thefe words he 
quitted the place for ever; 
but in order " to fhame the 
fools,*' printed his dif- 
courfe. 

Thus difappointed in his 
hopes cif preferment, in the 
regular routine of his pro- 
feffion, he became, if the 
expreffJQn is allowable, a 
quack divine, a cbarafter, 
for which he was eminently 
qualified; poffeffing a ftrong 
voice, fluent languageif an 
impofirig, magifterial air, 
theatric gefture,and a coun- 
tenance!, which no violation 
of propriety, reproach, or 



felf- correction, was ever 
known to embarrafs or dif- 
compofe. 

If the tribunal, to which 
Henley thus confidently 
appealed, had been bleffed 
with judgment, and cor- 
re£led by tafte, the deter- 
mination would have been 
decifively againft the vef- 
try critics ; for, according 
to the theory of counting 
men, like cattle, by the head^ 
the majority was in his fa- 
vour. 

On the four of the^ oc- 
cafion, and indignant at 
rejeftion, he immediately 
advertized, that he fhould 
hold forth publickly, two 
days in the week, and hired 
for this purpofe, a large 
rooTTij in or near Newport- 
market, which he called 
the Oratory ; but previous 
to the commencement of 
his " Academical Difcour- 
fes," he chofe to confult 
Whifton, by letter, in which 
he de fired to know, whe- 
ther he fhould incur any 
legal penalties, by ofiiciat- 
ing as a Separatift from the 
church of England. 

The Unitarian did not 
encourage Henley's pro- 
jeft ; and a correfpondence 
took place, which ending 
in virulence and ill - lan- 
guage. 
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guage, occafioned the fub- were generally accompanr 
jeQ: of our prefent article, ed by fome farcaftic ftanza 
a few years after, to fend on public men and public 
the following laconic note, meafures, he generally fill- 
ed his room ; fometimes 
one of his old Bloomjbury 



to his adverfary. 

To Mr. William Whifton : 



Take notiqe, that I give 
you warning, not to enter 
my room, at Newport-mar- 
ket, at your peril. 

J. HENLEY. 

As tickets of admiflfion, 
for thofe who fvhfcribed to 
his leBures^ medals were if- 
fued, with the rifing fun 
for a device, and a motto, 
expreffive of the man, as 
well as the motives by 
which he was impelled ; 
*' Inveniam viam aut faci- 
am :" which might be thus 
tranflated; if bread is de- 
nied me in one path, I will 
try to find it in another: 
he alfo publiflied, what 
may be termed a fyllabus 
of his lefturcs, containing 
a long lift of the various 
fubjefls he meant to han- 
dle, religious and political, 
in which it. was eafy to fee, 
that he had felefted what- 
ever he thought likely to 
excite public curiofity. 

By thcfe, and other means, 
particularly by his Angu- 
lar advertifcmcnts, which 



frknds caught the fpeaker's 
eye ; on fuch . occafions, 
Henley could not fupprefs 
the ebullitions of vanity 
and refentment; he would 
fuddenly arreft his dif- 
courfe, and addrefs the 
unfortunate interloper, in 
words to the following ef- 
fca : '' You fee, fir, all 
the world is not exadly of 
your opinion; there are, 
you '^zxctiwt^ ^a few fcTijibU 
people^ who think me not 
wholly unqualified for the 
office I have undertaken/* 

His abafhed and con- 
founded adverfaries, thus 
attacked, (in a public com- 
pany, a moft awkward fpe- 
cies of dillrefs) were glad 
to retire ; and in fome i^- 
ftances were pufhed out of 
the room.- 

On the fabbath day, he 
generally read part of the 
liturgy of the church of 
England, and fometimes 
ufed extempore prayer. 

That the eflForts of the 

oratory ilnight be affifted 

by its handmaid, the prefs, 

^r. Henley foon commen- 

, ced 
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ced author; the fubjefts he 
chofe, prove that he enter- 
tained no mean opinion of 
his own abilities: To render 
fome of his pamphlets more 
impreffive, or more attrac- 
tive, he publifhed them on 
a black letter type ; the 
following were the titles of 
fome of a few of his pub- 
lications. 

The Origin of Evil. 

The Means of forming a 
correft Tafte. 

A comparative View of An- 
tieni and Modern Lan- 
guages. 

Thoughts on the Scriptural 
Narrative of a Confufion 
of Tongues. 

A Defence of Ghriftianity. 

He was alfo fuppofed to 
contribute to the Hyp-doc- 
tor, a periodic paper, pub- 
lifhed at that time, and is 
faid to have received from 
Sir Robert Walpole, apre- 
lint of a hundred pounds, 
as a reward for a produce 
tion of Henley's, which 
appeared in that paper; he 
was alfo author of a pam- 
phlet, with the following 
title : " Samuel flecping in 
the Wildernefs;" occafion- 
ed by his'obtruding himfelf 
into a religious controverfy 
on baptifm. 



As his popularity increa- 
fed, the place where he 
amufed, or inftrufted his 
friends, was found nojt 
fufficiently capacious, and 
he procured a larger and 
more commodious recep- 
tacle, near a. Catholic cha- 
pel, I believe in- Duke- 
ftreet, Lincoln's-inn fields. 

In a fit of humorous ca- 
price, or in the hope of' 
enticing fome of the fre- 
quenters of that place of 
"worfhip, to vifit him, he 
called his new room, in 
fome of his advertifements, 
the Little Catholic Chapel; 
if any of the Popilh per- 
fuafion accidentally attend- 
ed his lefture, after mafs, 
be was ftudious of paying 
them particular attention 
and refpeft, and would, in 
fome way or other, intro- 
duce a recommendation of 
univerfal philanthropy and 
religious toleration. 

On one of thefe occa- 
fions, he uttered the fol- 
lowing apoftrofJhe ; '* after 
all this outcry about the de- 
vil, the Pope, and the Pre- 
tender, who and what is 
this bugbear, this monfter, 
this Pope, whom we fo 
much dread ? He is only a 
man like ourfelves; the 
ecclefiaftical fovereign of 
Rome, 
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Rome, the father and head 
of the Catholic church;" 
when the lefture concluded, 
he was feen to advance to- 
wards a leading man among 
the Catholics, and fiiaking 
him heartily by the hand, 
Welcomed him in the follow- 
ing words ; " God blefs 
you, I love you all, I love 
you all ; we are all Chrif- 
tians alike, from the fame 
ilock, divided only by a 
few non-ejjentials.'' 

Whether this mode of 
proceeding was diftated by 
the liberal fpirit of philo- 
sophical indifference, by 
Chriftian charity, by any 
latent Papjftical propenfity, 
or for the mere purpofe of 
inviting cuftomers of all 

Eerfuafions to his fhop, may 
e eaGly determined, by 
Confidering the cbaraQer 
of Henley ; he is faid to 
have adopted the {diVCit fra- 
ternal language to the Bap- 
tifts and Independents, who 
received his advances with 
poldnefs and fufpicion. 

Having acquired, or af-: 
famed the name of orator 
Henley, it became the 
fafiiion, in certain circles, 
to hear his leftures ; he at- 
trafted the notice, and ex- 
cited the refentment of Mr. 
Pope, who has lafhed him 
Vol. IV. 



feverely, in his Dunciad; 
much of the poet's fatirc 
is well applied, and appro- 
priate; except where he 
defcribes as a zany, and a 
talker of nonfenfe; this, 
certainly is not a correft or 
juft defcription of Henley, 
who was impudent, info- 
lent, and conceited, a vain- 
glorious boafter, determin- 
ed at all events, and at all 
rifques, to excite the atten- 
tion of the public ; but he 
exhibited at times, a quaiht 
fhrewdnefs, a farcical hu- 
mour, and occafionally, a 
depth of refleftion, far be- 
yond the reach of a fool ; 
he was rather, what the Me- 
thodifts once called, their 
great epifcopal affailant, 
" a theological and politi- 
cal buffoon." 

A compleat feries of 
bis fingular advertifements, 
mouos, medals, and pam- 
phlets, with a panegyric on 
lim, in the form of a life, 
3y Welftcad, is in the pof- 
feffion of an indefatigable 
colleftor, and is thought 
highly valuable, by the con- 
noiffeurs in that fpecies of 
refearch. If I am not very 
much miflaken, in my opi- 
nion of the health of the 
potfelTor of this literary 
treafure, who is himfelf a 

mofk 



HENLEY, JOHN. 



162 

xnoft venerable ^iece of an- 
tiquity, it will at no very 
diftant period, be fubmit- 
ted to the hammer of Mr. 
Chriftie. 

By coarfe irony, vulgar 
raillery, and a certain hu- 
mourous quaintnefs of ex- 
f)reffion, he often raifed the 
augh againft opponents, 
fuperior to him in learning 
and argument; in this re- 
fpeft, he frequently re- 
minds me of a political wri- 
^er of the prefent time, fa- 
mous in his way, Mr. Tho- 
mas Paine; in the un- 
bounded licentioufnefs with 
^hich he fcattered the ar- 
rows of ridicule, and cen- 
fure, without refpeft of 
perfons, at Jew and Gentile, 
Dond and free, Henley alfo 
refeifnbled the Anglo-gallic 
citizen, who advocates the 
Rights of Man ; like him 
too, the ORATOR incurred 
the difpleafure of govern- 
ment, and was feveral days 
in the cuftody of a king's 
meffenger. 

On this occafion. Lord 
Chefterfield, then fecretary 
of ftate, amufed himfelf, 
and his aflbciates in office, 
by fporting with the hopes 
and fears, of our reftorer 
of antient eloquence ; du- 
ring his examination before 



the privy council, he afked 
leave to be feated, on ac- 
count of a real or pretend* 
ed rheumatifm, and occa- 
fioning confiderable merri- 
ment, by his eccentric an- 
fwers, was obferved to join 
heartily and loudly in the 
laugh he had himfelf ex- 
cited. 

The noble lord having 
cxpoftulated with him on 
the impropriety of ridicul-r 
ing the exertions of the 
country, at the moment;, a 
rebellion raged in the heart 
of the kingdom, he replied; 
" I thought there was no 
harm, my lord, in cracking 
a joke on a red herring :*' 
alluding to the worthy pri- 
mate of that name, who 
had propofed, or aftually 
commenced arming and ar- 
raying the clergy. 

A number of difrefpeS- 
ful and unwarrantable ex-. 
preffions, he had applied 
to perfons high in office, 
and to their condud:, being 
repeated to him, his only 
reply, was ; '' My lords, I 
mujl live." " I fee no rea^ 
fon at all for that, Mr. Hen- 
ley," faid Lord Chefterfield; 
the council feemed pleafed 
at the retort, and Henley im-. 
mediately anfwered, *' that 
is a gooQ thing; but unfor* 
tunately 
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tunately it has been faid hi- 
fore/' 

After being reprimanded 
for his improper conduft, 
he was in a few days dif- 
miiTed as an impudent, but 
entertaining fellow. 

The following was circu- 
lated by Henley, as an ad- 
vertifement, or by way of 
hand-bill, in Oftober, 1726. 

'' Having been threaten- 
ed by varipus letters, that 
if I do not drop the orato- 
ry, a minute account of 
my life, and charafter fhall 
be publiftied ; I take this 
method of informing thofe 
who propofe undertaking 
it, that they muft be fpee- 
dy, or their market will be 
fpoiled, as I am writing it 

"^y*''^^- J. HENLEY/' 

It has been mentioned, 
that the orator was involv- 
ed in a paper war, with Mr. 
Whifton; I conclude the 
prefent article, with an ex- 
traS from a letter addre/Ted 
to him, by Henley, as a 
► Ipecimen of the ftyle and 
manner of writings adopt- 
ed by this reftorer of an- 
tient eloquence. 

But I think it a piece of 
juftice, due to truth, as 
well as the memory of the 
Cambridge profeflbr, to 

Y 



obferve, that it is impoffi- 
ble to reconcile the charges 
of diifimulation, brought 
by Henley againft his ad- 
verfary, with the important 
facrifices Whifton made, 
and indeed the tenor of his 
whole life, in which his 
principles and profeffions 
were almoft perpetually at 
war with his intereft; the 
orator, in one inftance con- 
tradifts himfelf, for he ac- 
cufes his antagonift, of hy- 
pocrify and obftinacy : moft 
of the accufations alledged 
by Henley, againft Whif- 
ton, might, with the great- 
eft truth and propriety, 
have been brought againft 
bimfelf. 

ToMr.W. Whifton: 

3ir, 

You have no right 
to catechize me, concern- 
ing the caufcs of my leav- 
ing Melton; 1 took that 
ftep contrary to the wiflies 
of the whole neighbour- 
hood; and the numerous 
letters of recommendation^ 

1 brought with me to town, 
fufficiently clear me from 
your fcandalous infinuati- 
bns. 

You are ^invidiou$, ms^- 
licious, partial, and" uncha- 
riuble ; I fufpetl yqu as 

2 much 
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much as you do St. Atha- 
nalius ; your paflions blind 
your judgment, your lan- 
guage is Icurrilous ; it de- 
ferves, and if you perfift 
in repeating it, fhall have, 
an anfwer from another fort 
of weapon than the pen. 

I am lincere and ferious 
in my religious profeffions, 
but I confider yours as 
a jeft, who communicate 
and worfliip with a church, 
which you call idolatrous : 
I quitted my appointments 
in the country, which 
brought in a fure income, 
for certain labour, and un- 
certain gains ; you talk idly 
of my being a news-writer 
for Government, it is an 
employment I never folici- 
ted. 

I taught fpeaking and 
aftion, at my fchool in 
Leicefterfliire, long before 
I had feen a London thea- 
tre ; and thofe who are judges^ 
know that my aftion is as 
different from the drama- 
tic, as a play-houfe is from 
a church. 

Your mi fappli cation of 
various texts from the 
Pfalms, is a ftrong proof 
of your ignorance or your 
diflionefty; the Pfalms are 
poetical compofitions, for 
the mod part devotional ; 



no man in his fober fenfeJ^^ 
ever thought they were re- 
garded as laws by the jews; 
but, allowing vour own 
ftatement of faas, David, 
though an adulterer, pray- 
ed ; and Hofea, who took 
two wives of whoixdom^ prea- 
ched. 

What you call difciplinc 
in religion, is fo far from 
being primitive, that it is 
contrary to the gofpel, and 
if I miftake not, nearly ap- 
proaches to high treafon. 

You accufe me of vanit)^ 
who are yourfelf the moft 
vain, arrogant, pretending, 
ill-bred man, alive, and the 
greateft diffembler ; you 
loft your place at Cam- 
bridge, by obftinacy anck. 
pride; your threatening* 
and yourfelf I defpife; i€ 
you go on in your villainy 
againft me, V\\ make yoa 
fmart for it. 

You will repent of your 
vile, unchriftian, and un- 
genteel ufage of me; you 
will wifti that you had not 
been fo abfura a wretch; 
and fhall find to your coft, 
that my fpirit rifes fupft-ior 
to your efforts, and that 

MY FORTUNE WILL CRUSH 
ALL OPPOSITION. 

J. HENLEY. 
HENRY 



HIGHWAYMAN. 

HENRY the EIGHTH, 
king of England, a 
man of bad tafte, as well 
as a tyrant. 

" I have other letters of 
Henry to Anna BuUen," 
fays a late editor, of an' 
antient Englifh hiftorian, 
" but their obfcenity, ren- 
ders my publifhing them 
improper." 

That any man fhould be 
fo indecoroully abfurd, as 
to fully the mind of a wo- 
man, he meant to make the 
friend and companion of 
his life, that he fhould at- 
tempt to render muddy and 
turbid, that ftream which 
he defigned for his future 
beverage, would feem 
firange and incredible, did 
we not daily fee-hufbands 
miftaking indecency for 
wit, and putting their wi- 
ves out of countenance, 
by fallies of lewdnefs. 

Thelb epiftolary eccentri- 
cities of Henry, may per- 
haps account for the fami- 
liarity, with which his 
queen is faid to have ad- 
drefled the grooms of her 
chaAber,. and probably 
Jaid the foundation for a 
charge of unfaithfulnefs, 
produced or created by the 
monfter, againft an unhap- 
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py woman, when he had 
determined to deftroy her. 



HIGHWAYMAN, an- 
ecdote of, founded 
on faft. 

A clergyman on his way 
from London, to the parim 
in which he refided, within 
twenty miles of the metro- 
polis, as the evening was 
clofing, overtook a travel- 
ler on horfeback, and as 
the road had been long no- 
torious, for frequent rob- 
beries, begged leave to 
join company, which was 
agreed to. 

The appearance of the 
ftranger, half fuppreffed 
fighs, and a rooted melan- 
choly, ftamped on his coun- 



tenance, againft which he 
feemed to be ineffeftually 
ftruggling, interefted the 
old gentleman in his favor. 
They converfcd on various 
fubjefts, and foon diffipa- 
ted that unfocial referve, 
which has fometimes been 
confidered as the charafte- 
riftic mark of an Englifh- 
man. Politics, the weather, 
and the danger of travel- 
ling near London, at night, 
with other extemporaneous 
topics of new acquaintan- 
ce, ivere fucceflively the 
fubjcft 
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fubjcfls of their converfa- 
tion. 

" I am furprized," faid 
the ecclefiaftic, " thit any 
reafonable being, ihould 
expofe himfelf to the infa- 
my and deftruClion, which 
fooner or later, always fol- 
low the defpcrate adventu- 
res of a highwayman ; and 
my aftonifhraent at the in- 
fatuation increafes, when I 
recollecl feveral inftances 
of wanderers in this dange- 
rous path, who were men 
of found, intelleft, and 
previous to the fatal aQ, 
of fober life, and conver- 
fation; they muft have 
known that in this our 
cbriftian country, there 
were inexhauftible refour- 
ces of pity and relief, in 
the hands and hearts of the 
charitable and humane, 
many of whom make it the 
bufinefs of their lives, to 
feek for, and aflift real 
diltrefs, in every form." 

" I agree to the truth of 
your defcription, generally 
Jpeaking^'' replied the travel- 
ler, " the princely reve- 
nues, and bulky magnifi- 
cence of our various pub- 
lic hofpitals, the vaft fub- 
fcriptions, on every occa- 
lion of general calamity, 
or individual diftrcfs, the 



thoufands, and tens of 
thoufands, fed, cloathed, 
and inftruded ; the Gallic 
fugitives, and the Ihoals of 
exiles, from every part of 
the continent, confirm the 
juftice of your panegyric, 
on Englifh benevolence, 
and Britifh hofpitality; but 
there is a Ipecies of fuflFe- 
ring, which ftirinking from 
public notice, and brood- 
ing in filence over its for- 
rows, often efcapes the be- 
nignant, but rapid glance, 
of modern charity. 

" There are fpirits, fir," 
continued the ftranger, ia 
an elevated tone of voice, 
his eyes flafhing at the mo* 
ment, with ferocious pride^ 
and tortured fenfibility ^ 
" there are fpirits, which 
would rather perifh by in- 
ches, than attempt to awa^ 
ken the generofity, or ex- 
pofe themfelves to the neg- 
left or contempt of the gid- 
dy unthinking part of man- 
kind;— fpirits, fir, which 
would not hefitate a mo- 
ment, in flying for refuge 
to inftant aeatn, in order 
to evade the arrows of mif- 
fortune, and conclude their 
own miferies, but who* can- 
not fee a wife, a child, or 
a parent, bereft of the-ne- 
ceffarics of life, without re- 
folving. 
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folving, at any rifquc, to 
alleviate their difficulties. 

" There is a fpecies of 
diftrefs, which does not al- 
ways llrike the wealthy, 
which they cannot often 
find out, and which pru- 
dent men when they do fee 
it, only laugh at, and re- 
vile; they tell the fufferer, 
that he is poor and mife- 
rable, only becaufe he de- 
ferves to be fo; that while 
he has legs tp fupport him, 
and arms able to work, he 
has no right to cxpeQ: re- 
lief; that it would be injuf- 
tjce and bad policy, to be- 
itow on imaginary poverty, 
refined indolence, and cul- 
pable afFeftation, the meed 
due only to irretrievable 
calamity, and indigent in- 
firmity. 

^' Your appearance, fir, 
from the moment you ap- 
proached me, and your cou- 
verfationfince, haveftrong- 
ly prepoffeffed me in your 
favor, and I am rcfolved, 
without fear, or referve, 
to inform you of a fecret, 
which I never meant (hould 
have pafled my lips ; it will 
account, for that anxiety, 
and dejeftion, which can- 
not have escaped your ob- 
fervaticm. 
♦* I am a wretched being, 



of that clafs, which as I 
have juft faid, the gay 
overlook, the prudent cen- 
fure, and the ignorant def- 
pile; I was reduced by a 
union of folly and misfor- 
tune, from cafe and afflu- 
cnce, to a total deprivati- 
on, of the means of fub- 
fiftence ; I' cannot dig, I 
am afhamcd to beg, but 
this is the leaft part of my 
affliction, as one defpprate, 
I do not fay juftifiable ftep, 
would at once remove mc 
from the evils I endure; 
but the pan^s of want are 
aggravated by the bitter 
reflettion, that a beloved 
wife, an aged parent, and 
three lovely children, are 
involved in the fame ruin. 
*' Too proud to appeal 
to the humanity, I refoU 
ved to work upon the fears 
of mankind, and I have 
for fome time, fupported 
my family by force ot arms ; 
I confefs without fcruple^ 
that to procure a purfe at 
all events, is the bulinefs of 
my prefcnt journey ;" " be 
not alarmed, fir, at the, 
avowal," cried the ftranger, 
obferving the clergyman 
fomewhat terrified at his 
words, " be not alarmed^ 
I would cut off my right 
hand, rather than abufe the 
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confidence you have placed 
in me. It is on individuals 
of a very different defcrip- 
tion, that I mean to raife 
contributions; on the lux- 
urious, the wealthy, and 
the indolent, who parting 
with a little loofe cafh, are 
deprived of only a minute 
portion of thatluperfluity, 
which they would other- 
wife diffipate in folly, or 
vice/' 

The divine, fomewhat 
recovered from his embarr 
raffment, now ventured to 
fpeak. 

" 1 cannot, by any means 
be prevailed on, to agree 
to your pofitions, nor can 
I as a minifter of th^ gof- 
pel, refrain from warning 
you, againft the fatal con- 
clufions you draw from 
them; fuch is the difcrimi- 
nating fenfe,. fuch the en- 
lightened philanthropic fpi- 
rit, and fuch the perfeve- 
ring benevolence of the 
times, that I am convinced 
there is no fpecies of dif- 
trefs, however it may re- 
cede from public view, or 
bury itfelf in obfcurity, 
that can efcape the fharp- 
fighted optics of Englifh 
humanity. . 

" Not content with con- 
ferring favors, on humble 



applicants, it is one of the 
moft prominent features of 
the prefent day, to form 
focieties for the exprefs 
purpofe of exploring the 
darkeft receffes of Jiuman 
mifery : no grievance pro- 
perly explained, and well 
authenticated, is fufFered 
to go unredreffed ; remove 
all poffibility of impofiti- 
on, and to know calamity 
in England, 13 to i-enaove 
it. 

" But allowing for argu-^ 
ments fake, that the cafe 
was otherwife; on what 
principle of. religion, or 
right reafon, are you au- 
thorized, rafli, and mifta- 
ken man, to defert the 
poft, in which Proyidence 
placed you, and at the firft 
appearance of difficulty or 
difafter, forgetting duty,i 
intereft, friendfhip, and e-^ 
very focial tie, itifolently 
to rufh into the presence 
of your Creator, your 
hands reeking with your 
own blood, and murder, 
moft foul, vile, and unna* 
tural, branded on your 
cheeks, in defiance of di- 
vine precepts, and in di- 
reft violation of that prin- 
ciple, which he hath fo wife^ 
ly and fo mercifully im- 
planted in your breaft." The 

good 
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good man would have pro- 
ceeded, but his (»mpa- 
nioB feeing, as the moon- 
light flione through the par- 
ting clouds, a poll chaife 
afcendirig the hill, thus in- 
* terrupted him. 

" To know calamity, is 
to relieve it, if I rightly 
underilopd you, is one of 
your pofitions;" " it is:" 
" an opportunity for put- 
*-ting to the tell, the truth 
, of your affertion, now of- 
fers itfelf," faid the ftran- 
ger, " the carriage which 
is coming, is in fa£l, what 
I have feveral hours been 
expefting. The owner of 
is a rich man, and, if my 
information be correft, has 
a confiderable fum of mo- 
ney with him : I will with- 
out exaggeration or re- 
ferve, explain my fitua- 
tion to him ; according to 
your honorable, but in my 
opinion romantic and un- 
founded do6lrine, I will 
endeavour to prevail on 
liisreafon, to acknowledge 
the juftice of my claims, 
and try to intereft his feel • 
ings, to. relieve my dif- 
trefs." 

The trier of this dange- 
rous, and unlawful expe- 
riment, immediatelv tur- 
ned his horfe, and aefcen- 

Vol. IV. Z 



ding the hill, in a few mi- 
nutes met the gentleman's 
carriage. Requefting the 
driver to ftop, be advan- 
ced to the door, without 
any appearance of vio- 
lence, and in gentle tone 
of voice, thus addreffed 
the perfon who was in it. 
" Sir, the urgency of my 
wants, muft be an apology 
for this abrupt application ; 
myfelf, a wife, and an in- 
fant family, are in want of 
fupport, our cuftomary re- 
fources have vanilhed; 
you are plentifully fup- 
plied with the means, have 
you the inclination effec- 
tually to ferve me ?" 

The gentleman confide- 
ring what he faid, as the 
common-place cant of men- 
dicant impolture, by which 
the hearts of the frequen- 
ters of London, are fo na- 
turally, but too indifcri- 
minately hardened, fome- 
times againft the wailings 
of real mifery, yet not able 
wholly to lupprefs thofe 
feelings, which fo impref- 
(ive an addrefs had awake- 
ned, twifted all his loofe 
filver in a paper, gave it 
to the petitioner, and orde- 
red the poll boy to drive 
on. 

" This trifle, I am forry 

to 
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to fay," replied the illicit 
coUeftor, ^' is by no means 
adequate to the pre flu re I 
feel, it will not provide 
for my family a week : a 
fifty pound bank note, 
which will not be miffed in 
y9ur abundance, would re- 
move all my difficulties, 
and give me time to apply 
to a wealthy relation, who 
lives in another kingdom. 
If you can prevail on your- 
felf, to afford me this time- 
ly afliftance, I will give 
you my name and addrefs, 
to a place where /you will 
fee pofitive proof, that 
your benevolence has not 
Deenimpofedon, and I may 
poflibly recover by dili- 
gence, and good friends, 
my cuftomary place in fo- 
ciety." 

** You are trouble- 
fome, ungrateful, and im- 
pertinent," faid the gentle- 
man, fomewhat irritated, 
'• can you fuppofe I am to 
be duped by fo (hallow an 
artifice ? Can you expeft 
me to give fo ferious a fum, 
to a man, whofe face I ne- 
A^er faw before, and pro- 
bably fhall never fee a- 
gain; I will do no fuch 
thing, you are miftaken in 
your man ; poft boy, I in- 
lift on it, that you drive on 
direaiy/' 



" Let him do it at hx5 
peril," cried the robber^ 
raifing his voice, and pre-* 
fcnting a double barrelled 
piftol, " -ftir not an inch > 
before we part I muft have 
your money, or your life- •^ 
TRere is in your portman- 
teau, that which will re- 
lieve all my wants ; deliver 
me inftantly the key; your 
pocket book, which I fee 
you have dropped to the* 
bottom of the chaife, muft, ^ 
with its contents, be alfo 
furrendered. Driver, alight 
direftly, and if you have 
any regard for your fafety, 
fland Iteadily at the heads 
of your horfes, throw afide 
your whip, turn your back 
to the carriage, and unlefs 
you wifh for a flug through 
your head, take not the 
leaft notice of any thing 
that is doing." 

The key of the portman- 
teau was produced, the 
cord and ftraps divided 
with a knife, and three 
hundred guineas, in twcf* 
yellow canvas bags, were 
conveyed to the pockets 
of the highwayman. Hav- 
ing amply fupplied his pe- 
cuniary wants, the marau- 
der did not neglcQ; to take 
the neceifary means for in- 
furing his own fafety ; cut- 
ting 
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ting pieces from the cord, 
which had fecured the bag- 
gage, he tied the hands 
and feet of the gentleman 
and the poft boy, placed 
them in the chaile, then ta- 
king the harnefs from the 
horfes, he let them loofe 
on the heath, re -mounted, 
arfd quickly rejoined the 
clergyman, to whom he 
gave a circumftantial ac- 
count of the whole tranf- 
aftion; declared himfelf 
confirmed in his fyllem, 
fpurred his horfe, and 
wifhing him a good night, 
was in a few minutos out 
of his fight. 

The old gentleman foon 
reached his houfe, refle£t- 
ing with a heavy heart, on 
the circumftances of the 
evening; the ftranger ob- 
fiinately perfifting in atheo- 
ry fo oppofitc to all laws, 
human and divine, and de- 
fending violence by argu- 
ment, difordered his feel- 
ings, and kept him awake 
more than half the night. 
Rifing early, he walked to 
the feat ot his brother, a 
magiftrate, who refided in 
a neighbouring village, to 
whom he related the ad- 
venture of the preceding 
night. 

They refolvcd, affifled 

Z 



by a gentleman who prcfi- 
ded at one of the public 
offices, to w^om the ecclc- 
fiaftic immefliately wrote, 
to watch the progrcfs of 
the unhappy man, whofe 
deftrutlion they faw was 
certain. 

It was not long, before 
what they dreaded and ck- 
pefted, came to pafs ; in a 
few polls they received a 
letter from tficir friend in 
London, informing them, 
that by means of one of 
the bank notes in the poc- 
ket book, the robber had 
been detcfted, taken into 
cultody, and conveyed to 
prifon. 

So vigorous indeed were 
the means purfued, and fo 
rapid the march of jufticc, 
in confequence of the Jud- 
ges of AflTize being fitting 
at the moment of the offen- 
der's apprehenfion, that an 
indiftment was prepared, 
the bill found, and the 
culprit actually arraigned 
at the bar, by the time the ' 
clergyman was able to reach 
town. He hurried into 
court, anxious to be con- 
vinced that thepriforer at 
the bar, was the comp^.rion 
of his nodurna! journey, in 
whofe fate, he felt himlcif 
fo ftrongly intcrcfted. 
2 Prcffiuot 
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Preffing with fome diffi- 
culty through the crowds 
he inftantly recognized 
him ; and to add to the for- 
row he felt, a verdift of 
guilty, in confequence of 
evidence which it was im- 
poffible to refift, was pro- 
nounced againft him, at 
the moment of entering. 
The worthy prieft was not 
able to fupprefs, or conceal 
his emotion?;, at beholding 
a young man, of a pleafing 



dren, he haftened to them^ 
and became a parent to 
the fatherlefs, promoting, 
and largely contributing, 
to a fubfcription in their 
favor. 

In exercifing this kind 
office, he procured further 
information concerning the 
unhappy man; he found that 
he was the fon of an induf- 
trious and fuccefsful me- 
chanic, who had realized 
a fmall fortune, by fruga- 



perfon and manners, and of lity, and perfeverance ; but 
a good underftanding, who inftigated by the vanity, or 



rnight have been an orna 
ment to his country, the de- 
light and folace of his fa- 
mily, thus cut off in the 



folly of his wife, and per- 
haps glad to make that an 
excufe for indulging his 
own, he had yielded-'in an 



prime of life, by adhering unlucky moment to the in- 
to a fyftem, radically pre- fatuation of the times; he 



pofterous, and unwarran- 
table; rufhing from the 
afflifting fcene, he relieved 
himfelf by a Ihower of 
tears : the criminal foon 
after, fuffered an ignomi- 
nious death. 

But the w^orthy clergy- 
man, did not let his feel- 
ings, make him forget his 
duty; he confidered virtue 
as ibmething more than a 
well-founded period, or 
an harmonious flow of 
words; recoUefting that 
the deceafed had left a mo- 
ther, a widow, and chil- 



GAVE HIS ELDEST SON, A 
GENTEEL, AND EXPENSIVE 
EDUCATION, THAT PERNI- 
CIOUS WE AKN ESS IN LARGE 
FAMILIES, OF SMALL FOR- 
TUNE; he taught him to 
defpife that humble, but 
honefl art, which had raifed 
his family from indigence; 
the fabrication of fome one 
part of the complex ma- 
chinery of a watch, in the 
formation of which, hu- 
man induflry, is divided 
into fo many feparate, and 
diftinft branches, while 
the putting the whole toge- 
ther. 
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ther, and fiipermtending 
its movements, conftitutcs 
another reputable eipploy- 
ment. 

The young man, was 
thus difqualified for tread- 
ing in" the footfteps of his 
father, which would have 
led him by the paths of du- 
ty, and regularity, to health 
of Ijody, peace of mind, 
ancf" competency ; he be- 
i5ame that wretchedcft of 
all beings, anaccomplilhed 
gentleman, without for- 
tune, and without poffcf- 
fing any profeflional know- 
ledge, intelletlual or ma- 
ternal dexterity, wjiich 
wouW enable him to pro- 
cure one; a clafs of men, 
to whom the gaming tables, 
the road, or the af- 
ford a common laft re- 
fource. He had been 
taught to fpend, and aftu- 
ally had fpent thoufand-s, 
but had not been initiated 
in the more necefTary art 
of earning his dinner. 

But this wa5 not the 
whole of the evil ; in fri- 
volous or vicious purfuits, 
he had diflipate,d a large 
portioa of that property, 
which at his father's death, 
ought to have been equally 
divided between himfelf, 
his brothers and fifter. 
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The miferable parent, fek 
when it was too late, ihe 
effecls of his miftake, and 
injudicious partiality; in 
the decline of life, he was 
deprived of thofe little in- 
dulgences, thofe fweet re- 
liefs of age and pain,- to 
which honcll induliry, is 
fairly cnititlcd. 

This fatal error, of 
which I believe every per- 
fon who perufes this pa^^e, 
can produce numerous in- 
Itances, Anbittered the old 
man's declining days, with 
unavailing repentance, and 
hurried his wretched fon, 
into a difgraccful death in 
this world, and everlalUng 
perdition, in that which is 
to come. 

HILL, JOHN, an apo- 
thecary, in St. Mar- 
tin's lane, a phyficiaii of 
that clafs, who prepare and 
recommend their own me- 
dicines ; a botanic and pe- 
riodic writer, not without 
abilities; but tempted by 
overweaning vanity and a 
flippant pen, to treat his 
literary cotemporaries with 
pertnefs, infolence and con- 
tempt, though they were in 
moft inftances,his fuperiors 
in capacity and acquire- 
ment. 

Self- 
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Self-conceited men have 
been frequently compared 
to a prize-fighter, afcend- 
ing a ftage, with forjje p^rt 
of his body or limbs, no- 
torioufly and confpicuoudy 
injured or weakened, to 
which every antagonift will 
not fail dircQing his blows. 
Yet Dr. Hill, with many 
tender places about hiiti, 
with no great ftock of learui 
ing, and with qualifications, 
not of the firft ^^lafs, was the 
AT ALL of hisdayl^players, 
poets, philofophers, phyfi- 
cians, antiquarians, critics, 
commentatois, free think-' 
ers, and divines, were al- 
ternately feleftecl by him, 
as objetls of fa tire, ridi- 
cule, mifreprefentation, or 
inveftive. 

There was fcarcely a de- 
partment of literature, in 
which, at fome period of 
his life, he had not tried 
his. ftrength; from a guinea 
quarto, on God afid Nature, 
written profcffcdly againit 
the philofophy of Boling- 
broke, a pon.derous Naval 
Hiftory, and his ftupend- 
ous Vegetable Syftem, in 
twenty fix volumes, folio, 
down to a pamphlet on 
Betty Canning; a Wipe at 
the Royal Society, who 
had Ihut their doors againfl 



him, or an Eighteen-pennv 
Touchy at Valerian, Snuff- 
taking, Balfam of Honey, 
Sage, and Polypody of the 
Oak; fuch intervals, as 
thefe purfuits did not oc- 
cupy, were erapl6yed in his 
medical practice ; in places ^ 
of public amufcment, all 
ofv which he regularly vi- 
fited; and in his office of 
Infpeftor, a title, untler 
which he condutled a pe- 
riodic publication, for fe- * 
veral years. 

The poet. Smart, con- 
feffedly a man of genius, 
which fo often leads, and in 
his ^fe, aftually did lead, 
to the confines of infanity ; 
Churchill, a fatirift, poffef- 
fing a ftrong mind, but de- 
bated by party malice and 
fenfuality ; Garrick, the 
firft of aftors, and the plea- 
fanteft of men ; and Wood- 
^yard, a good-natured, live- 
ly, inofFenfive player, were 
alternately attacked by our 
literary drawcanfir ; but' 
whe'ther his weapon was 
deficient in keennefs, his 
hand in ftrength, or that 
truth and juftice were want- 
ing, the blows aimed at his 
adverfaries, too often re- 
coiled on himfelf, and fre- 
quently to his utter confu- 
fion and difgrace. 

It 
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It is not eafy, at this time, 
» to determine, which party 
in thefe fkirmifhes, gave 
the firft offence; Hill ap- 
pears to have been 'ready 
on mod occafions, to irri- 
tate others by ill ufage, 
and to have refented it 
warmly hiipfelf ; on fiich 
occafions,' he is faid not to 
have been ve'ry.abftemious 
in tlie ufe of fcandal, falfe- 
• hood, and foul language. . 

He who poffeffes a' turn 
for humour or buffoonerv, 
a ftrong arm, a flippant 
tongue, a good^voice, and 
cxprftflive countenance, or 
any other perfonal or*in- 
tdlefclual advantage, will 
not, generally fpeaking, fit 
down filent and inaQive, 
while impudence, folly and 
abfurdity, are flalking fopth 
' on the ftilts of felf-impor- 
tance, to raife contributi- 
ons on the public, and feize 
the rewards due to real ge- 
nius. 

In anfwer to the general 
refentment, which his affu- 
rance and prepofterous af- 
feflation excited, the reply 
which Hill has been fre- 
quently heard to make, is 
ftrongly expreflive of the 
exceffive vanity of the man. 
^' The dull rogues are en- 
vious of the very flattering' 
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reception^ whichlmerit, like 
mine, inTures from a gene- 
ro\j3 aijcf difcerning public ; 
the, ill-natured fools cannot 
bear to fee me enjoy a 
fplendid equipage, a town 
and cot^ntiy houfe; the 
5cauaintan«cc, approbation, 
aqp patronage of the firft 
^harafters in church and 
flate ; they cannot endure, 
that I fhould monopolize 
and enjoy the fmiles of all 
*th^t is beautiful, witty, and 
elegant, inthebeaumonde." 
|Such l^guage would na- 
turally provoke the indig- 
nation an(J contempt of the 
ratiqiiAand fober part of 
mankind, but the doftor 
poffeffed acutenefs enough 
to know, that it was the 
only method to fucceed 
withthemillion; they heard 
the name of Sir John Hijl, 
for he was latterly fo dif- 
tinguifhed by the king of 
Sweden, as a compliment 
to' hi^ botanic eminence, 
or a return for a prefent 
of his Vegetable Syltem, 
fplendidly bound; they of- 
ten heard his name men- 
tioned, and faw occafion- 
ally in print, the wonderful 
effe6ts of his Effencc of 
Water Dock, his Balfam 
'of Honey, and other me- 
dicinfes, properly blazoned. 

Not 
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Not in the habitof think -* 
in g or determiiiingTor tbem- 
fclves, they 'too Ic ji\ior 
granted, that h€ mufl;' of 
courfe, be the Turprizing 
man he defcribcd hiriffelf; 
they received his declara- 
tions with implicit confi- 
dence, and fwallowed %us 
preparations with avidity. ^ 

By thefe riieatis, and a 
brifk trade with the book- 
fellers, his income, at a 
certain period, 'muff haVe* 
been refpeftable, as he ap- 
peared in public, with t^e 
general accompaniments of 
genteel life ; arid if my 
memory is correft/ deco- 
rated with>'fome ribbon, or 
infignia of the order, be- 
ftowed upon hilfti ; the fug- 
geftions of his numerous 
enemies, that he had ob- 
tained this diftinQ:ion, in 
feme furreptitious or un- 
creditable manner, is not 
fupported by any authen- 
tic proof. . 

- He lived in St. James's- 
ftreet, and his houfe and 
garden at Bayswater, were 
calculated to imprefs a fa- 
vourable opinion of his 
medical and botanical re- 
fearches; he was patroni- 
zed by the Earl of Bute, 
and fuppofed, at a certain*" 
time, to receive ocMJfional- 



JOHN. 

ly., a pecuniary fupply from 
the treafury ; a miltake, o* , 
riginating, I conceive, from 
his being employed by the 
miniftfer, as a botanift, ra- 
ther than a politician. But 
as ^itor and conduQor of 
the Infpeftor, he difplayed . 
himfelf moil advantageouf- 
ly, at leaft in bis own 
opinion. , ■ 

l^ithout*" any originality 
of thought, novelty of re- * 
fearch, or critical acute- 
nefs, but with a confidera- 
ble portion of fupercilious 
quaintnefs,,^he laid before 
the public, -in this vehicle, 
his*fcntiments oil any fub- 
jeQ: which occupied gene- 
ral attention ; the charafter 
of his Infpeftors, as lite- 
rary compofitions, is pert 
vivacity ; but they too of-. - 
ten difguftby vanity, ox '' 
ficken by the parlarver of 
infipidity. 

His guinea quarto, with 
which he ufed to boaft he 
had demoliflied poor Lord 
Bolingbroke^ pleafed the cler- 
ffy ; yet his mode of argu- 
ing is deficient in clofenefs 
and precifion, and his ufual 
fclf-fufficiency pervades e- 
very page. 

In the import ure of Betty 
Canning, Dr. Hill fuccefs- 
fully oppofed the current 

of 
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of' popular opinion, *and 
W3S applauded by the dif- 
cerning few, who had ef- 
caped that ftrange infatu- 
ation; one of his oppo* 
nents in that contrpverfy, 
was Henry Fielding, the 
goodnefs. of whofe heart, 
inade him in this inftance, 
the dupe of female artifice 
a;id cunning. 

The IpfpeSor, in giving 
a^n account, of. a difturoance 
in the theatre, in which he 
experienced perfonal vio-: 
l^nce, had occafion to men- . 
tjon the name of Wood- 
ward the comedian, adding 
by way. of ilUnatured com-. 
ment,.that a p.layer was the . 
meaneft of all , charafters ; 
he forgot, qr.did not.wifh, 
others to. remember, that 
he h^d himfelf been a can^ 
didate for theatrical fame, • 
in the various parts of Har- 
lequin, Oroonoko, Bland- 
ford, Conftant, Lothario, 
and the Apothecary in Ro- 
tneo and Juliet, " in all of 
JHhich, faicj one of Hills 
affailants, you grofsly fail- 
ed^ excepf the.lajl', though 
your aUbciate, in fome of 
the charaders, the lovely 
■Peggy Woffington, might 
have called the powers of 
any. man, zvho really pojfejfcd 
ariy\ into action." 

Vol. IV, 



JOHN;. 1^7 

Woodward^ I; fafpeGt^ 
ftimulaled and affilled by 
certain literary enemies of 
Hill, and prpvoked by his 
flippant egbtifm,, and ma- 
lignancy, attacked him in 
a fpirited pamphlet, which 
recalled many unpropitious. 
paflages of. his life to.pub^ 
lie notice : the following 
imitation of the ftyle, mauT 
ner, and fpirit of the In-, 
fpeftors was, alfo giv^n,. 
which, as a fpecimen or 
fac fimile of. that periodic^ 
publication,. may be cpnfi- 
dered as a literary. curiofity. 

"■ ■ Ep i ftetu s fome whe re ; 
fays, that a- man. of wit, 
Ihould rife early in a. mor- 
ning, andAriftotle conhnns , 
this opinion* I do not pre- 
tend to learning, and yet if 
I ido pretend to that charac- 
ter^ the public has given 
me fufficient foundation for. 
the pretence, I rofe the o^ 
ther morning, and rang my,' 
bell, my valet prefentlyap- . 
peared, and I ordered him 
to buckle my (hoes. Itishtr 
the reader fhould know that 
I have lately purchafed a 
new pair of buckles; it is . 
fit he fhould know I. 
bought them of Mr. Deard; . 
I do not, I need not fay, 
that Deard has fince infor- 
med me, he has fold feveral 
A a dozen ^ 
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dozen pair of the fame; 
the delire of imitating a 
man, whofe tafte is fafhion- 
able, is.natural, is common, 
I will add it is decent. 

'* When I was dreffed, 
I 'ftepped into my chariot, 
and bid my footman order 
my coachman to drive me 
to the Bedford ; here I di- 
verted myfelf 'till dinner, 
with fomt of the firft wits 
of the age. 

" At feven I retired from 
Champaigne, and toafting 
Lady *****, to a box at 
Drury-lane ; I don't name 
the lady> I will not name 
her; the world without my 
naming her will guefs; I 
am not afliamed they {hould, 
the lady is not afhamed. 

" Between dozing and 
chatting to three or four 
women of falhion, I whilei 
away the idle hours 'till ten; 
idlenefs is the privilege of 
bufinefs ; few know this, 
and fewer know the reafon 
of it; but I know, both, 
though I will tell neither. 

" At a route I finiftied 
the evening, i^ihtte brag 
and fortune deprived me of 
fifty guineas; 1 loft them 
with unconcern; I have' 
fifty more at home. At 
one I returned to my own 
houfe, in my own cha- 



riot, drawn by my own 
horfes, driven by my own 
coachman, attended oy my 
own footman; fuch cir- 
cumftances in fome hifto- 
ries are immaterial, in mine 
they are otherwifp. The 
public defires to know eve- 
ry particular of my life ; 
they have obliged me, and 
Ihall be obliged ; they are 
my readers, I am their hum- 
ble fervant. 

" One fervant knocked at 
my door, a fecond opened 
it, and a third lighted me 
up ftairs ; above, I found 
the charming Amanda ; un- 
der that name I fhall dif- 
guife a woman of the high- 
ett quality ; for there is an 
indelicacy in difcovering 
too much ; there being in 
man an inconceivable de- 
light in difplaying the amia- 
bly decent, the elegantly 
lovely, as in thofe piftures 
of Venus, where there is 
fomething undifclofed to 
the eye : fomething which 
I will not exprefs, this fome- 
thing engages the fagacious 
and difcerning faculties of 
the mind, in the moft a- 
greeable purfuit. 

" At breakfaft, my valet 
brought me cards of invi- 
tation to dinners, fuppers, 
riots, routes J and drums.'* 
A qua- 
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A quotation from Mar- 
tial, under the lion, whofe 
mouth was converted into 
a receptacle for conveying 
intelligence to the letter- 
box, was thus flippantly 
criticifed by Dr. Hill ; " Is 
it not ftrange, that Addi- 
fon and Steele, my prede- 
ccflbrs, men of fuch genius, 
tafte, and claflicial know- 
ledge, could be capable of 
putting bad latin under my 
lion ; but I fhall give them 
a wipe for it next week.'* 
^\ That latin • which you 
pronounce bad, and intend 
to wipe, is a quotation from 
a Roman poet," faid a bye- 
ftander. The lines were 
thefe, 

Servantiir magnis ifti cer- 
vicibus ungues, 
. Non nifi delefta pafcitur 
ille fera. 

The fin of Dr. Hill, my 
readers need fcarce be told, 
was infufferable vanity, and 
a reafon may perhaps be 
pleaded in excufe for him, 
in common with many o- 
thers, who have been the 
artificers of their own for- 
tune; from obfcurity, po- 
vertyi and infignificance, 
he nad raifed himfelf to 
competence and eafe; he 
had to a certain degree, 
mixed in gay circles, and 



under certain referves, af- 
fociated with the elegant, 
the witty, and the polite; 
he was patronized by the 
prime minifter of his own 
country, and honourably 
diftinguiflied by the fove- 
reign prince of another ; 
he had in fliort effefled that 
purpofe for which millions 
are daily toiling for in vain ; 
he who was able to perform 
all this, could not but con- 
fider himfelf as a man of 
fuperior capacity, judg- 
ment, and dexterity. 

HIPPOCRATES; it is 
faid to be an apho- 
rifm of this learned man, 
that if a pregnant woman 
be bled, Ihe will mifcarry. 

(luQeiO'ee, iHTpirpaxfi* 

The quick-fighted dex- 
terity of the prefent times, 
departs from a rule, which 
at a period when the arts 
and fciences were fettered 
by fyftems, and governed 
by great names, is faid to 
have cofl: thoufands of wo- 
men their lives. 

Galen narrowly efcaped 
being ftoned to death, for 
bleeding his patients 'till 
they fainted; yet a medical 
friend informs me, that mo- 
dern praftice in pleurifies, 
A a 2 and 
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and in the country^ proves, 
that thc-eare cafes in which 
it is nor only juilifiable, 
but ablolutely neceffary. 

Hot ■ WELLS ANEC. 
DOTE. 
A confutnptive partient, 
'oh whom fentence had been 
pajfed^ one of the many 
thoufands who fall a facri- 
^ce to that cruel difeafe*; 
after exhauftirtg the pati 
cnce of his phyficiaq, and 
the gaily pots of his apo- 
thecary, was hurried away 
to Briftol, according to 
the cuftoniary routine, 
'which fiicceeds perhaps 
'oncie, in a million of in- 
'ftances. 

The uii fortunate gentle- 
man of whom I am fpeak- 
;ing, 'Vould pot fuffer lodg- 
'ings to 'be taken for him, 
previous to his arrival, 
Diit after fitting an hour or 
'^wo, to recover, from the 
'fatig;ues of his .journey, 
^alkirtg out with his mo- 
•ther, and two filters, found 
apfStrtnlents he liked, and 
'had conditionally engaged 
*them. . ... 

As the party defcetlded 
'froth 'the fifft floor, the la- 
dies remarked, that the fi 
;tuation \yas pleafarit, the 
houfe andf urnitijr^ in good 



conditibh; " the bdluf- 
trade, and the wall on the 
ftaircafe," faid the fick 
man's mother, " are the on- 
ly exceptions to the praife 
I was befto'wing." 

" Your obfervation rs 
juft, ma'am" replied Mrs. 
*****, but I have had 
them repaired fo often, 
that I am tired with 
the trouble, expence, and 
dirt; the mifchief you fee, 
is occafioned by conveying 
COFFINS up and down 
flairs; this circumflahce 
occurs fo often, and the 
undertaker's men are fo 
carelefs, that I rt-ally 
thought it labour in vain 
to have it repaired, when 
perhaps 1 mi^ht have it t6 
do again in another fon- 
night." 

The trembling valetudi- 
narian hurried out of doors, 
and could not be prevailed 
on to enter them again ; ih 
lefs than a month he wa« 
carried down flairs him- 
felf. 

I cannot quit tlie fubjeft, 
Avithout a word on con* 
fumptions; wit, beauty, 
and accomplifhmerit, . arc 
daily and hourly torq from 
our arms, whilfl medical 
art, and human fagacity, 
confefs their impotence 

•with 
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Hvith a, figh; for iftcr all 
the efforts of the college, 
and the pompous mifrepre- 
'fentations ot impudent em- 
ipiricifm, emptying the poc- 
kets, and cxafperating the 
difeafe. of the miferable 
viftim, in fpite of the 
Tplcndid parade of quack- 
ery, there is nb well authen- 
ticated inftance of that dif- 
eafe, Which we call a 
confumption, being Cured, 
where it was clearly and 
incotlteftibly proved to be 
fuch, by fcientific, and 
dilinterefted pcrforis. 
> I will not deny that 
'coiighs, that colds, hcftic 
heats, and many alarming 
'complaints, refeiMingA de- 
cline, have been, and may 
be alleviated, perhaps re- 
moved; biit a confirmed 
pthiiis or atrophy, in its 
earlier or later Oages, has 
in my opinion never been 
cured. 

If a releafe from life, in 
this form, is to be my lot, 
^s medical friends tell rne 
'is not very improbable, 
I am refolved on the plan 
I will purfue, as long as 
I have reafon to i^iiide, 
^and ftrertgth to enforce my 
refolutions. 

While any probabilitv of 
'relief remains, from duty 
Swid a neceffary attention to 



the calls of friendfliip and 
affeftiop, I will try every 
refoufce which experience, 
judgment, and qualified 
^rofeffors can point out; 
Sut once convinced that my 
difcafe is a corifumption, I 
will fly from quackery as a 
peft, and from the apothe- 
cary as an unneceffary a- 
pendage; -and not poiTeifing 
U fufficient fortune to carry 
a fhip-load of friends with 
me to Lifbon, I would fub- 
mit with all poflTible content 
to the circuin (lances of my 
fituation^ and moderately 
indulging in whatever food 
my flomach would take^ 
pafs the fhort remsiins of life 
in the bofom of my family* 
For death in any form, 
is Ut preferable tO being 
difmiffed to coiigh a man's 
heart out in a folitary gra- ' 
vcl pit, or to being ex- 
haulted by a journey to 
Clifton, with ghaftty under- 
takers, thruftmg their cards 
of funerals performed^ into 
the poft-chaife; apotheca- 
ries anticipating nitre pow- 
ders, fpermacajti drafts, filk 
hat-bands, and long bills ; 
and carpenters' apprentices 
taking meafure of a fkelc- 
ton as he walks th^ flrect, 
and wondering the gentleman 
remains Jo long. ^ 

HUMAN 
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HUMAN INGENUI- 
TY; there is now 
living at Durflcy, in the 
county of Gloucefter, Wm. 
Hopkins, who may be fty- 
led, without exaggeration, 
an untaught genius. 

With no other education 
than being taught to read 
and write very indifferent- 
ly, he was apprenticed when 
a lad, to a miller, and a 
few years fince furprized 
his mafter, by faying he 
thought he could make a 
fiddle ; he was laughed at, 
and told he might try. 

With all the impediments 
of bad materials, and worfe 
tools, he perfevered 'till 
he fucceeded, he fixed the 
firings, tuned it, and taught 
himielf to play. 

Gratified by the notice 
he attrafted, and the praifc 
he received, he proceeded 
to conftruft a barrel organ, 
which, by a mechanifm 
of his own contrivance, 
and wholly unaflifted, he 
conneftcd with the mill, fo 
that whenever the latter 
worked,hisinftrument play- 
ed. Obferving that the bu- 
finefs of roatting by means 
of jacks was troublefome 
and aukward, he rendered 
the motion of the mill- 
wheels fubfe'rvient to this 



purpofe alfo, telling his 
matter, they fhould now 
have roaft meat and mufic 
together. 

He not long after built 
an organ for the new chapel 
at Durfley, which is much 
admired for the fullnefs and 
melody of its tones, and 
has been pronounced equal 
to any fold by the beft ma- 
kers, except that it is fi- 
nifhed externally, without 
elegance or ornament. 

Much hath been ingeni- 
oufly faid of the feeds of 
excellence, and a pre-dif. 
pofition to certain arts bc- 
mg planted in the human 
breaft, independent of edu- 
cation or culture; yet, 
though there muft be ori- 
ginally fire in a flint, before 
we can elicit or draw it 
forth ; it may flumber "in 
the filicious particles, mil- 
lions of years, 'till it comes 
in coUifion with fteel; and 
I am difpofed to think that 
Wm. Hopkins, the felf- 
taught fubjeft of the pre- 
fent article, would not hav 
burft into fuch fudden ex- 
cellence, had not the oc^ 
cupation fomewhat colla- 
terally connefted with his 
pre-difpofition, touched the 
right ftring ; had he been 
buried in the noifome fiif- 
focation 
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focation of foot, as a chim- 
rtey-fweeper,or been doom- 
ed to the difcipline of a 
drill-ferjeant; it is proba- 
ble he would have been 
pronounced, and perhaps 
have actually been rendered 
a thick-headed dog for the 
reft of his life. 

This fliort notice is in- 
troduced for the purpofc of 
catching the eye of one of 
his neighbours^' and in the 
hope that .he will patronize 
and reward him. 

Ill-timed merri- 
MENT. 

The cullom of introdu- 
cing humorous epilogue, 
farce, and buffoonery, af- 
ter the mind has been agi- 
tated, foftcned, or fubli- 
med, by fcenes of woe, 
hath afforded matter of fre- 
quent controvcrfy to dra- 
matic critics. 

In favor, of this eflabli- 
fhed cuftoni, it hath been 
faid, that five long afts, is 
a portion of time fuffici- 
ently long, to keep the at- 
tention-fixed on melancho- 
ly objefls, that human life 
has enough of real, with- 
out calling in the aid of ar- 
tificial diftrefs; that it is 
cruel to fend home an au- 
dience, with all the melan- 



choly impreffions of a 
deep tragedy, on their 
minds. 

Thofe of an oppofite o- 
pinion, haveobferved, that 
It is degrading and untrue, 
to defcribe the human fpe- 
cies, as incapable of re- 
ceiving gratification, only 
from comic fcenes ; that 
there is a luxury in woe^ in- 
dependent of its purifying 
the bofom, and fupprelfing 
the more ignoble paflions; 
that to endeavour by anal* 
moft inftantaneous fucceffi- 
on of ludicrous mumme- 
ry, to efface the impref- 
fions of interefting inci- 
dent, of pathetic, virtuous, 
and vigorous fentiment, is 
a fpecies of depravity, as 
it is fporting with, or ren- 
dering callous the fympa- 
thie^s of our nature, thofe 
moli powerful of all incen- 
tives to good adions; and 
that it is repugnant to cor- 
real tafte, as well as moral 
utility. 

This violation of every 
law of gentle and gradual 
contrails, has been felt and 
complained of, by moft 
frequenters of a theatre; 
and there are authentic 
fa£ls, recorded of perfons 
retiring from a well-writ- 
ten, and a well-afted trage- 
dy, 
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cly, to repentance and me-? 
lioration. 

I will not flop to laugh 
Viiih Mr, Sheridan's Critic, 
at his hoping to render the 
t|ieatre a fubftitute for the 
penal, ftatutes, Newgate, 
and the Old Bailey,, hy 
rendering vice, exquijitdy 
ridiculous ; but he who con- 
tributes in aixy way, tp de- 
lay the execution of honeft 
refolutions, or who is in- 
ftrutnental in bringing into 
difrepute, even the appear- 
ance of virtue, I cannot 
but confidcr as exquijittly 
wicked. 

An epilogue hath been 
produced by a pen now 
paralyfed by Hymen ox 
p'arty-politics, fuperior in 
pathos; praftical tendency, 
and uieful dedu8ion, to 
any I ever read; it, was o- 
rjginally fpoken by Mrs. 
Yates, after the perfor- 
mance of Semiramis; a 
tragedy, tranflated from 
the French, by a military 
tpap^ to whom, I have in a 
former volume given the 
epithet Coerulean. 

Difhevell'd ftill like Afia's 

bleeding queen. 
Shall I with jefts deride^ 

the tragic fcene ? 



No, beauteous mourners!; 

from whofe down-caft: 

eyes. 
The mufe has drawn he^ 

nobleft facrifice 
Whofe gentle bofoms, pi-. 

ty's altars — bear 
Tjhe chryftal incenfe of- 

each falling tear ! 
There lives the poet's praife ! \ 

no critic art , 

Can match the comment oV 

a feeling heart ! 
When gen'jral plaudits fpeafc 

the fable o'er 
Which mute attention had; 

approved before; 
Tho' ruder fpirits love th'- 

accultomed jeft. 
Which chafes forrow front, 

the vulgar breall; 
Still hearts refin'd their fad-. 

den'd tint retain — 
The figh is pleafure and; 

the j'eft is pain ; 
Scarce have they fmiles ,tO . 

honor grace or wit, 
Tho' Rofcius fpoke the. 

verfe himfelf had writ ! . 
Thus thro' the time when. 

vernal fruits receive 
The grateful fhow'rs that 

hang on April's eve^ 
ThoV every, coarfcr ftem of; 

fore ft birth 
Throws with the morning. 

beam it's d,ew§ to earth; 

Ne'er 
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:Ne*er does the gentle rofe 

revive fo fooa, 
But, bath'd in nature's tears^ 

it droops 'till noon. 
O cou'd the mufe one fim- 

ple moral teach, 
From fcenes like thefe, 

which all who heard 

might reach ! 
—Thou child of fympathy, 

— whoe'er thou art, 
Who with Aflyria's queen 

has wept thy part,; 
Go fearch where keener 

woes demand relief. 
Go — while thy heart yet 

beats with fancy'd grief; 
Thy bread (till confcious 

of the recent figh. 
The graceful tear ftill ling* 

'ring in thy eye ; 
Go, and pn real mi^'ry 

beftow 
The bleft effufion of fiai- 

tious woe. 
So fhall our mufe, fupreme 

of all the nine, 
Deferve indeed the title of 

divine ! 
Virtue fhall own her fa- 

vor'd from above. 
And pity greet her with a 

lifter's love. 

IMPROVED RENTS. 
Good fometimesfprings 
from evil, and it is one ad-^ 
Vantage, produced by the 
enormous pric^ of wheat. 
Vol. IV. B 



during a late fcarcity, that 
gentlemen have been able, 
at a time when their bur 
thens from every quarter 
are multiplied, to increafe 
their incomes, and to re- 
ceive from the farmer a 
price for their land, pro- 
portionate to the profits of 
his produce; but this like 
other good things, may be 
carried too far, and I mean 
the prefent article as a so- 
lemn APPEAL TO GENTLE- 
MEN OF LANDED PROPER- 
TY. 

Having, fince my laft 
publication, been called to 
diftant and various parts of 
the kingdom, and having 
for a good part of the time, 
mixed with land-holders, 
ftewards, country-gentle- 
men, farmers, and furvey- 
ors, I endeavoured to ga- 
ther information on the 
fubjeft of this article; 
though I had little elfe to 
do but liften, my tafk was 
not without difficulties ; 
long ftories neither collate- 
rally, nor remotely con-, 
nefted with the fubjeft in 
queftion; to tranflate pro- 
vincial dialefts, and phr^i^ 
fes to the full as ftrange 
to my ear, as Gafcon 
F,rench;» and large allow* 
ances to make for the fuf- 
b picious 
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picious cant of fclfilh timi- 
dity, the mifreprefentati- 
ons of fraud, and the pre- 
judices of ignorance. 

In all the diftrifts 1 have 
vifited, it had happened 
that the old leafes, had for 
the moft part expired, at 
or foon, after the year of 
iearcity, and had, as was 
natural to expeft, been 
confiderably improved^ as 
was the furveyor's term; 
the rrxajority to double, 
and fome to treble, the a- 
mount of their former 
rents. 

The refult of the enqui- 
ries 1 have made, and the 
opinions I haveaCked, from 
all parties, is, that it is 

iM^POSSlBLE, IN the parts 
OF the country I HAVE 
visited, THAT FARMERS 
CAN CONTINUE TO PAY 

THEIR RENT. 1 agree that 
at the price corn bore, at 
a certain time, no rent 
could be high, but if it 
continues at the average 
price of the two laft years, 
there muft be a general 
bankruptcy among the ren- 
ters of land, through the 
Jij^ngdom, 

' Perhaps it will be aflced, 
how is the gentleman to 
iland his ground, at the 
prefent advanced price, of 



the 'general articles of con-* 
fumption, if his hands are 
to be tied up from profit- 
ing of the only means of in- 
creafing his income, which 
his fituation and circum- 
ftances afford. Is the opu- 
lent land occupier to pur- 
chafe eftates, while the 
great and refpeftable body 
of country gentlemen, live 
retire.d in penurious obfcu^ 
rity ? 

It is far from the wifh of 
any one, to prevent the 
proprietors of eftates, from 
making the moft of them, 
at feafons, when their te- 
nants are reaping golden 
harvefts; — What then is to 
be done ? 

Adopt the wife and fafe 
praftice of receiving corn- 
rents, as is the cuitom of 
many ecclefiaftics, and col- 
leges, and lately made ufe 
of by the editor of this 
colleftion, in letting a litf 
tie paternal farm, tne rent 
of which, almoft pays the 
intereft of his fifters for- 
tune. 

«* You tell me,'* I faid 
to the tenant, " that you 
are ready to take a new 
leafe, at a reafonable ad- 
vance, as you are an ho- 
neft pains-taking man, and 
ar€ not ambitious of mak- 
* ing 
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ihg your daughters fine la- 
dies, or qualifying your 
fon for Newmarket, I cer- 
tainly give you the prefe- 
rence, but no fettled pre- 
cife fum of money, ftall 
be mentioned as the annual 
rent. 

*' Fifty years ago, my 
grandfather let this eftate at 
a rent, which in thofe days, 

bought quarters of 

wheat, and for the future 
you muft pay as much mo- 
ney annually, as will pur- 
chafe the fame quantity, be 
the price what it may; the 
time of the year when this 
is to be fixed, muft be fet- 
tled by proper judges." 

Though tillers of the 

J;round, are in general not 
bnd of novelty, after afk- 
ing time to confider, and a 
few objeftions, he gave a 
tardy confent, not being 
willing to quit a fpot, where 
he had grown rich, as well 
us grey. 

INDEX, a neceffary ap- 
pendage, to almoft eve- 
ry book. 

Various have been the 
complaints of the learned, 
of bad indexes, or of a 
total want of them to many 
books; the moft copious 
one I have met with, is to 

B 



an edition of Martial, pub- 
lifhed by Jofeph Lang-Ar- 
gantinae, i2mo. 1595, ' it 
excels in number of pages, 
the original body of the 
work. 

JEW, an honeft one, and 
on an occafion, fn which 
so many Chriftians, as well 
as Hebrews, deviate from 
truth without fcruple^ I 
refer to certain abomina- 
ble fcenes of perjury and 
fraud, difplayed at the com- 
mencement of every term; 
the circumftance of which 
I am prepared to fpeak, 
happened while Lord Mans- 
field prefided in the court 
of King's Bench. 

" Are you worth eigh- 
teen hundred pounds, after 
all. your debts are paid?'* 
was the queftion, and I 
believe the cuftomary quef- 
tion in fuch cafes : " Eigh- 
teen hundred pounds," re- 
plied the Jew '^ is indeed a 
great fum of money, and to 
Ipeak the truth, I am not 
worth half fomuch, norwill 
I undertake to juftifyforit; 
but as the attorney has gi-. 
ven me a^ twenty, pound 
bank note, what am I to 
do with it. ? 

The venerable chief juf- 

tice, pleafed and furprized 

b 2 at 
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at the circumftancc, faid, 
'' You are an honeft Jew, 
I advife you to keep the 
money." 

The old man folding up 
the bank note, deliberately 
placed it in his pocket- 
book, and retired, amidft 
the applaufes of the whole 
court. 
^ The little regard which 
Jews have been fuppofed 
to pay to oaths, hath been 
attributed by fome to the 
following paffagc in the 
Talmud : " He who has a 
mind that any vow, pro- 
mife, or oath, he may make, 
fhould be invalid, and of 
no effeQ, let him rife early 
on the laft day of the year, 
and pronounce the follow- 
ing worda, turning his face 
towards Jerufalem; " what- 
ever vows, promifes, or 
oaths I enter into, during 
the enfuing year, may they 
be of no effeft." 

JULIAN CALENDAR. 
This neceffary reform 
took place and received its 
name, from commencing 
under the diQatorfliip of 
Julius Cacfar, but was plan- 
ned and recommended by 
Sofigincs, an Egyptian ma- 
thematician, forty-fiveyears 
before the Chriftian aera. 



It is mentioned in thh 
place with a defi^n, which 
I have endeavoured to 
make the paramount fpirit 
of my Golleftion ; that 

NO MAN SHALL ENJOY THE 
PROFIT OR REPUTE OF 
THAT, V\^HICH HATH BEEN 
EVIDENTLY PRODUCED BY 
THE INGENUITY AND LA- 
BOR OF ANOTHER. 

JULIA, or the Italian 
Lover, a tragedy, by 
Mr. Jephfon. 

In addition to what I 
have faid of this fplendid 
drama, under the article 
Gordier, in a former vo- 
lume, it hath been remark- 
ed as a fingular circum- 
ftancc, that the ingenious 
author, if I niiftake not, 
originally a captain in the 
army, a bon-vivant, I mean 
a rational one, and the moft 
convivial man at Dublin 
Cattle, fhould, with the 
exception ©f a work, which 
I will fpare him the men- 
tion of, and which I under- 
ftand he wiQies to ^be fup- 
preft and forgotten, that 
fuch a man ftiould have 
wholly turned his mind to 
tragedy, and with all his 
talents for merriment, not 
have once piiblickly in- 
voked Thalia, who in pri- 
vate 
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rate life appears to be la- 
vifli of her favors to him. 

KEMBLE'S BAJA. 
ZET. 

The performances of this 
correfl: aClor, have been 
frequently noticed in this 
colleflion; it is the bufi- 
nefs of this fhort article to 
congratulate him, on his 
excellent, and with refpeft 
to the common praftice, his 
neto. mode of perfonating 
the captive fultan. 

Mr. Kemble, though de- 
ficient by nature, as I have 
formerly obferved, in tone, 
fuUnefs, and if I may be 
allowed the term, in vo- 
lume of voice, and although 
wanting flefliinefs of muf- 
cle, to exhibit ;:he fwelling 
ardor of the infplent tyrant, 
yet his conception, expref- 
fion, and tread, were fpi- 
rited, fatisfa£lory, and per- 

fea. 

He has rendered rational 
and interefting the perfor- 
mance of a chara£ler, ren- 
dered by an erroneous and 
long eftablilhed pra£lice, 
ridiculous and contempti- 
ble; in the hands of a maf- 
ter, the fallen but inflexi- 
ble Bajazet, becomes ref- 
peclable, we feel for the 
king, we fympathize with 



the fathpr, we pity^ but as 
was too often the cafe^ 
when reprefented by other 
a^ors, we no longer de- 
fpi/e him. 

LAPSE OF LANGUA- 
GES, whether from imt- 
provement or corruption- 

To defcribe without vo- 
cal and auricular afTiftancey 
the exaft found, mode of 
pronunciation, and accent, 
with which the words o/'any 
language were pronounced 
two thoufand years ago, is 
almoft impoflible; a didi- 
onary formed on the ec- 
centric plan of Dr. John- 
fon's friend, Elphinftone, 
who tranflated the mottos 
of the Rambler, would to 
a certain degree, afford this 
information to diftant pof- 
terity. 

The following fragment 
of Noevius, an author I 
believe known only by 
fragments, who wrote a hif- 
tory of the firft ages of 
Rome, in Iambic meafure, 
has been mentioned as a 
cafe in point; it commenc- 
ed with the following words: 

Quei terrai latiai hemo- 

nes tuferunt 
Vires frudefque Poini- 

cas, fabor — — 

Thefe 
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Thcfe words occurring, 
itifulated from any text or 
comment, might pafs for 
the 'language of Otaheite 
or PcTew ; yet they merely 
announce in the latin of 
that dayy the defign of the 
poet, to treat of thofe men 
of Latium, vrho fuccefsful- 
ly refitted the pow^r, and 
counterafted the frauds of 
Carthage. 

Qui, terrae Latise, ho- 
mines tuderunt 

Vires fraudefque Puni- 
cas fabor. 

Of this writer it was ob- 
ferved, in confirmation of 
what I advanced in a for- 
mer volume, that in defcrib- 
faig the Punic war, he nei- 
ther had the candour to 
acknowledge the real me- 
rits of the enemy, nor the 
magnanimity to make al- 
lowance for their failures. 

If fuch are the lapfes of 
language ; the time may 
arrive, when the correa 
fweetnefs of Pope, the wit 
of Congreve, and the im- 

!)reflive morality of Dn 
[ohnfon, will requite a glof- 
ary to underiland them !! 

LAW of the TWELVE 
TABLES; by thefe 
it was permitted to cut the 



body of an infolvent Aehu 
or into pieces, which were 
to be divided between hia; 
creditors. 

" I fhould prefer fueh a 
mode of paying my debts'*, 
faid a Kterary veteran, un- 
der confinement, " to being 
pent up in this abode of 
filth and iniquity, without 
probability of reieafe,with^ 
out hope, and without com« 
fort." 

He was a few months 
after liberated by the hand 
of death, he paid the debt 
of nature. 

LEEDS, SAMUEL, oiic 
of the phyficians to 
the London Hofpital, an 
appointment from which he 
was compelled to retire. 

This tranfaftion, with 
other circumftances, which 
preceded and followed it, 
at a period not very remote, 
I believe little more than 
twenty years ago, produced 
a violent paper war, and 
involved a worthy charac- 
ter in obloquy and re*, 
proach; but the proceed- 
ing would not have been 
confidered as at all intereft- 
ing, at the prefent time, 
nor would it have been 
mentioned in this place, but 
for the furious and unwar- 
rantable 
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ramatle attack, of an ang- 
hymous correfpondent, on 
the editor of this collec- 
tion- 

The reafon given by 
my rude and exafperated 
affailant, for the coarfe in- 
veftive, he has thought 
proper to pour forth upon 
nie, is a fliort palTage in 
Dr. Armftrong's article, 
at the beginning of my 
firft volume; the reader 
will probably feel furpri- 
zed (as I do) at the flight- 
nefs of the provocation. 

A friend fuggefts, that 
the fmallcfl fpark is fuffici- 
cnt to kindle a blaze in ccr^ 
tain temteramtnis ; but I am 
inclined to attribute the 
outrage in queftion, to a 
difpolition of a very diffe- 
rent defcription^ a difpofition 
which hoarding up the 
long treafured ftores of en- 
vy, hatred, malice, and all 
uncharitablenefs, watches 
a fit opportunity, for dif- 
charging thefe, ' odia in 
longum recondita,* as they 
are ftvled by the firft of 
hiftorians. 

In the fhort and hafty 
{ketch I gave of Dr. Arm- 
ftrong, having had pccafi- 
on to afk, if there was a 
medical, or any other man, 
who hadnot fometimes trip- 
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ped ? I added, " th£ COOD^ 

THE EXEMPLARY FOTHER- 
GILL, IN HIS J'RANSAC* 
TION WITH SAMUEL LEEDi, 
DEPARTED FROM HIS USUAL 
EQUITY AND LIBERALl- 
TY. 

For this mild, well-foun- 
ded, and, I truft, not un- 
charitable reprchenfion, I 
am called a re viler of de- 
parted merit, and the Ua- 
ducer of a moft excellent 
character. 

Thus ftigmatized, an^ 
thus accufed, an apologjr 
feems fcarcely neceffary 
for introducing a narrative^ 
which to the public may 
appear no longer intereft- 
ing, and which would jnot 
be fo to me, but for the 
purpofe of felf - defence, 
a'gainft a calumny, and 
foul-mouthed abufc. 

Samuel, or as he was 
pronounced by a learned 
college, Doftor Samuel 
Leeds, Simulated by ftrong 
inclination, and a peculiar 
propenfity or predifpofi- 
tion to certain purfuits, 
which impels fo many ho- 
norable interlopers, to 
o erleap the bounds of cuf- 
tomary routine, and attain 
eminence in various profef- 
fions, became at an advan- 
ced period of his life, a 
medical 



iga 



LEEDS, SAMUEL- 



medical ftudent, and endea- 
vouring to compenfate,. by 
labor and application, for 
his want of a claffical edu- 
cation, received an Edin- 
burgh diploma. 

Encouraged by fuccefs- 
ful praftice, and flattered 
by kind friends, he offered 
himfelf as a candidate, for 
the office of phy fician to one 
of the principal hofpitals 
of the metropolis, and af- 
ter the ufual toils of folici- 
tation, and buftle of com- 
petition, was at laft elcfted. 

He who fucceeds in any 
objeft of purfuit, whatever 
it be, has, generally fpeak- 
ing, taken pofleffion of a 
prize, to which others were 
afpiring, or ftands in the 
way of many, who are tra- 
velling the fame road. 

Every one therefore, who 
from perverfenefs, malig- 
nity, or thwarted intereft, 
direcl or collateral, was the 
enemy of Leeds, watched 
his conduft with a fcruti- 
niztng unfavourable eye; 
and where is the man whofe 
life will bear the conftant 
microfcopic infpeflion of 
a rigid cenfor ? Where is 
he whofe aftions will ftand 
the teft of inceffant eagle- 
eyed inveftigation ? 

Thefe good-natured fri- 



ends, which none of us arc 
without, were not able to 
find any thing objeftion- 
able in the medical praftice 
of the newly-elefted phy- 
fician ; the hofpital books, 
and the patients of Leeds, 
having been repeatedly and 
carefully examined for this 
very laudable and amiable 
purpofe ; the average of 
deaths and recoveries of 
thofe under his care, com- 
pared with the general mor- 
tality of the patients of o- 
thers, afforded ample proof 
that his medical treatment 
was not lefs fuccefsful than 
thatof hismedicalaffociates. 

But the enquirers quick- 
ly and eafily difcovered 
that his prefcriptions were 
grofsly erroneous, in tech- 
nical precifion, grammar, 
and orthography; points, 
in which a phyfician, a 
gentleman, or indeed any 
one above the condition of 
a hewer of wood, and a 
drawer of water, fhould 
blufh at being deficient. 

His ignorance in quae 
genus, and the art of fpel- 
ling was diligently circu^ 
lated, and loudly proclaim- 
ed ; reports and furmifes 
were alfb added, that cer- 
tain irregularities had taken 
place, and that feveral ne- 
ccffary 
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ccflary forms had been dif- 
penfed with, on hi^ objtain- 
mg a degree in Scoilaud ; 
particularly^ that hi^ iaau- 
gural diflertation, a ipeci- 
men of ability, which can- 
didates for degree* are ge* 
nerally required to pro- 
duce, had been written for 
him in latin ; this charge 
Leeds did not pretend to 
deny, but infilled that he 
had firll written it in En- 
glifli. 

To demolilh hira com- 
pletely, ihai part (no iu- 
confiderable one) of the 
public, who wifely or pru- 
dently never think or judge 
for thcmfel ves, bid watch the 
fign to hatt^ from fome lead- 
ing jcharafter; Jtbefe ratio- 
xm deciders on the fame 
and fortunes of us all, foon 
heard that Dr. Fo;,hergill, 
a man generally and de- 
fervedly approved, had pro- 
nounced, at his own table, 
a ftrong and emphatic fen- 
tence againft the unfortu- 
nate phyfician ; "He ob- 
tained HIS D£OR££ IN A 
SURREPTITIOUS MANNER^ 
TAKE CAR£ THAT lA'L DOES 

WO MISCHIEF;" were Dr. 
Fothergill's words. 

Whatever the merits of 
Leeds might be, and a friend 
who knew him well afiiixes 

Vol. IV. C 



me, his medical qualifica- 
. tions, though a poor fcho- 
lar, were fully adequate to 
the majority of thofe who 
praftfce; he was not able to 
iland againll an attack from 
io eminent and refpeclable 
an individual; he quitted 
his pod at the hofpital, and ^ 
almoft immediately loft his 
praftice, which for a plain 
man of moderate wilhes, 
had begun to be lucrative. 

Wounded in fpirit, irre- 
parably injured in reputa- 
tion, and deprived of the 
means of honourable fub- 
fiftence, the ruined man 
lodged a complaint againft 
Dr. Fothergill, before the 
Quakers, a fraternity, of 
which they both were mem- 
bers. 

The fociety, on this oc- 
cafion, did not lofe fight 
of that charafterjftic fagaci- 
ty, and worldly prudence, 
which in all their tranla^i- 
ons, they fo fingularly unite 
with unaccommodating fa- 
naticifm ; aware of the elc^ 
vated ground on which he 
ftood, and of the general 
popularity of Dr. Fother- 
gili, as well as his unbend^. 
ing independant fpirit, they 
conceived, and as it after- 
wards proved, conceived 
rightly^ that he would be 
c extremely 
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extremely unwilling to make 
the neceffary conceffions 
which thefe refpeftable fec- 
taries require of all friends^ 
in cafes of defaination, and 
which, if not duly fub- 
nfitted to, are followed by 

a SOLEMN CENSURE; a ftcp 

for the moft part reforted 
to, and with reluftance, 
only in cafes of unbridled 
profligacy, and obftinate 
audacity, dreaded and de- 
precated by every perfon 
iblicitous tp preferve a 
good name, and if poflible, 
avoided by the Quakers at 
large, as fomewhat uncre- 
ditable to their Ch|riftian 
profeflion. 

They were for niany rea- 
fons anxious not to pafs it, 
on a man of FQthergiirs 
predominating charafter; it 
would probably have occa- 
fioned the feceffion of a 
good Chriftian, and a high- 
ly ufeful member of foci- 
cty ; many private meet- 
ings were held on the fub- 
jeft ; and at length, fome 
of the principal men were 
deputed to wait on the doc- 
tor, and to converfe with 
him jh an amicable way, 
on the bufinefs. 

He received them with 
a fort of referve, different 
from his general afpeft, 



which was remarkably in- 
viting and ingenuous; in 
the prefent inftance, his 
manner nearly approached 
to hauteur, and was either 
the ereO: attitude of con- 
fcious integrity and good 
defign, or that degree of 
singer, which fins not, fre- 
quently obferved, when any 
thing like undeferved re- 
proach >^ as advanced againfl 
him. 

They explained in a few 
words, thfe nature of their 
errand, and the general o- 
pinion of |iis conduft to- 
wards Leeds, and hinted 
in a gentle, but diftant way, 
at the conceflions expefted 
from him ; he replied, " that 
after turning the matter in 
his mind, and confulting 
his friends, he was more 
and more convinced that 
there was nothing in the 
prefent cafe, either to apo- 
logize for, or repent of; 
that, as one anxious for 
the health and fafety of 
others, and as a medical 
pra£litioner, v/ho had feen 
(I little of men and things, 
and naturally zealous for 
the honor of his profeflion, 
he could not, with a fafe 
confcience, have fpoken 
otherwife, nor could he re- 
concile it to himfelf to re- 

Wl\ 
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Call his Ivords ;'* the doftor 
concluded ^ith obferving, 
that " if they looked for 
conceffion from the liian 
who had afted rights their 
vifit would be vain," 

The perfons deputed^ 
eonfeffed themfelves ready 
in this, as in every other 
inftance of his life, to do 
juftice to the motives of Dr. 
Fothergill j but they infifted 
that the effeHs of his words, 
on the public mind, how- 
ever juftifiable they might 
te in point of faS, or how- 
ever well-meant^ were e- 
qually prejudicial and de- 
ftruftive, to the fame and 
fortune of Leeds, as if 
they had been uttered by 
his mod implacable,and in- 
Veterate enemy. 

Probably aware, that ar- 
guing merely from juftice, 
the ground they took, was 
not perfeftly tenable; they 
dexteroufly appealed to the 
feelings of the worthy phy- 
fician; they defcribed the 
' forlorn ftate of the man 
he had cenfured ; deprived 
by his words, of reputation 
and the neceflary meant; of 
iupport; they fug^eftcd, 
that he might be urged by 
poverty, to unlawful prac- 
tices, or be driven bv d^rf- 
|iair. to fome more ihc^k^ 



inff, and irrecoverable ca- 
taftrophe ; a termination 
which might render the per- 
fon, ^ho had been (how- 
ever innocent in defign) the 
caufe of it, unhappy for 
the rell of his life* 

Thefe cafuifts, who are 
in general fo able, at leaft 
in their own opinion, to 
diftinguifli the genuine, 
from the lying fpirit, in 
other words, to difcrimi- 
nate between folly, and 
good fenfe, thefe dextrous 
cafuiftji had touched the 
right ftring, that ftring^ 
which how obdurate foever 
9ur pride, or infuperable 
our prejudices and avcrfi- 
ons, the human heart is fo 
formed, as to vibrate in u- 
nifon with it. 

Perceiving that the doc- 
tor's refentments were fome- 
what mitigated, and that 
his countenance gradually 
affumed its cuftomaiV be- 
nignity, they proceccled to 
allure him, that they confi- 
dered the words he fpoke, 
ai the natural eff'ufjon of an 
boncft fpirit, wifhing to 
guard mankind againft th^ 
injurie:^ of jvpp(,ftd j;;/io* 
j^iCt; ih^y uui an njt\jUH^ 
fi^ on thf: *ord in\/\/ol* ^i^ 
b<:cau{", hov/'V'-r uA* nnt 
in pofanc U^tuwy^ \h. 
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Leeds might be to his 
profeffiona) cotemporaties, 
they were firmly of opi- 
nion, an opinion conKrmed 
by a variety of evidence, 
that in a requifite know- 
ledge of medical fcience, 
he was by no means defi- 
cient, but had been found 
cniinently ufefuK 

They concluded wkH 
giving their opinion, that 
as his word* had been fol- 
lowed with all the mifchie- 
vous confequences of ill 
defign, from which they 
neverthelefs wholly acquit- 
tisd him; and as thefe word» 
proceeded from the lips of 
one, who was confidered a» 
a medical oracle, they de- 
clared unanimoufly, that 
he ought to make Samuel 
Leeds amends^ adequate 
to the injury he had re- 
ceived, and proportionate 
to the pecuniary abilities 
of Dr. Fothergill. 

It was in vain that he 
claimed a right to exercife 
that liberty of fpeech, which 
he and every individual 
poffeiTed, of pronouncing 
on the merits of profelfi- 
• onal men, as long as they 
fteered clear of licentiouf- 
ncfs, fcurrility, private ma- 
lice, and mercenary views; 
he inlifted that the malus 



animus, of which they antj 
all who knew him, would 
readily acqtiit him, that the 
malus animus was a rtecef- 
fory ingredient, to convert 
the words he ufed, into a 
criminal a£tion; that if the 
theory their decifion would, 
eftablifh, was once gene- 
rally adopted, pompous ig- 
norance might Italk throughr 
the world, in the garb of 
profeffional impofture, ta 
injure and deftroy man- 
kind; and nx> one wouVd 
attempt to ftrip off the di£- 
guife, througE fear of in- 
curring legal penalties. 

The pcrfons concernedy 
ieing of a perjua^on^ not re* 
markMt for departing from 
that which ik^ have once af 
firmed^ fcrupuloufly, per* 
tinacioufly, and coolly ad- 
hered to the fentence they 
pronounced; and 1 firmly 
believe, neither the voice 
of a tyrant, threatening in- 
ftantaeath, nor a thunder^ 
ftorm burfting over their 
heads, would have induced 
them to alter their ppi- 
^ nions. 

It hath been obferveJ, 
that the only effeftual foft- 
eners of the ftern fanati- 
cifm of quakers, are wealth 
and elevation ; and the 
good doftor, after many 
ftruggles 
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ftruggles of the fle/h^ and 
fome internal groanings of 
th^fpirit^ after fupprcHing, 
as far as he was able, the 
revoltings of pjofeffional 
pride, which fcorned to 
yield to inferior attain- 
inhent; and probably feel- 
ing convinced by that in- 
ternal monitor, which fet- 
dom errs, that he had not 
aftcd exaftly right, the 
worthy doctor agreed to 
fubmit the affair to the 
dccifion of arbitrators, to 
be flamed in th^ cuftomary 
way ; and both parties 
bound themfelves by bond, 
fo fubmit to fuch award as 
they Ihould.make. 

It is at this period of 
the bufinefs, that I think 
the firft tendency to obli- 
quity appears in Dr. Fo- 
thergill ; he had hitherto 
feirly given his opiniop,- 
and honeftly exercifed his 
judgment on a fubjeft, im- 
portant it is true, and in- 
volving in it, the neareft 
and deareft interefts of us 
all ; but to which human 
inftitutions and human po- 
licy, render it neceffary to 
five confiderable latitude; 
ut it was difcovered, thaf 
on the fame day, and only 
a few hours after he bad 
figned the arbitration bond. 



he had retained, by tlie 
cultomary previous fee, an 
eminent council, to under- 
take his legal defence, in 
cafe the -queftion fhould 
come before any of the 
courts of juftice. 

I cannot but think, this, 
precautionary mcafure (a* 
voured fomewhat of men- 
tal refervation, and was 
unworthy of that exalted^ 
independent, and honora- 
ble conduft, w^hich in al- 
rnoft every other inftance^ 
Dr. Fothergill obferved 
through life; it indicated 
fomething like a fecret re- 
falution, not to abide bjr^ 
their determination, if it 
fhould happen to be given 
againft him. 

The arbitrators,' five in 
number, after many hear- 
ings and long deliberation, 
determined tlfat he fhould 
pay t6 Dr. Leeds, five hun- 
dred pounds; they thought 
this fum no more than ^ a 
reafonable compenfation, 
for the injury received, 
declaring at the fame time, 
that they fa)\r no reafoii 
to accufe their friend, Fo- 
thergill, of ~ malevolence ; 
he rcfufed to perforin that 
which lie had engaged to do. 

His reafons were, that 

the arbitrators had origi- 

nally 
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nally entered on the bufi- 
nefs, prejudiced in their 
opinions ; that their excul- 
patory declaration, and the 
heavy fine which followed, 
were contradiftory, as pu- 
nifliment always implies 
guilt ; and that they had 
refufed to hear a material 
witnefs in his favor. 

Here refts the whole cul- 
pability of Dr. Fothergill, 
and notwithftanding the e- 
laborate efforts of his affidu- 
ous advocate, Ithin^hewas 
much to blame; if his con- 
victions of being right were 
ftrong, he ought never to 
have entered into fuch a-' 
greement; but onc^ engaged, 
as an honeft man, a quaker, 
and a fuccefsful, popular 
phyfician, whofe chariot 
-was rattling over the. pave- 
ment, while poor Leeds 
-was cruflied arid joftled in- 
to the kennel, he ought, 
according to every princi- 
pie of juftice, humanity, 
and common fenfe, to have 
complied with the terms 
to which he had fubfcribed; 
he peremptorily refufed; 
and to ufe the words for 
which I have been cen- 
fured, '' he departed from 
his ufual equity and libe- 
rality." 



Befides their friefidfhip 
for Leeds, his fupporters 
now felt the additional fti- 
miilus of refentment ; they, 
accufed his antagpnift of 
violated faith, fued him to 
recover the penalties of the 
bond, and the matter was 
carried into the Court of 
King's Bench- 

The queftion could not 
have, been referjed to a 
more unpropitious quarter 
for Leeds ; Lord Mansfield 
had known, and highly ef- 
teemed Dr. Fothergill, for 
many years; and fay or do 
what we will, perfonal at- 
tachments will influence, 
our opinions, and give a 
bias to our judgment. 

It was foon obferved^ 
that the chief juftice had 
made up his mind, very 
early in the trial, although 
his own famous, oft re- 
peated, but untenable po- 
fition, " that TUt greater 

THE TRUTH, THE GREATER 

THE LIBEL," ftarcd him in 
the face, and hung like a 
millftone about his neck ; 
he ftruggled like a lion in 
the toils ; he tottered on a 
Iharp ridge, with the pre- 
cipices of inconfiftency and 
partiality clofely befetting 
him on either fide ; his 
coun- 
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countenance and complex- 
ion underwent a variety^of 
chang s ; he was r^ftlefs 
on his feat, and his hands 
exhibited an unceafing mo- 
tion, a convuHive catching, 
often remarked when he 
was agitated, and when all 
was not right within. 

Fortunately for the no- 
ble lord, but unluckily for 
Leeds, a want of formality 
in. the proceedings of the 
arbitrators, who, after they 
were convinced that he had 
been injured by Fothergill, 
had refufed j hear any 
further witnefles, refcued 
the judge from all his dif- 
ficulties, and he nonfuited 
the plaintiff. 

It hath been obferved, 
that this was the only ble- 
mifh, which curiofity or 
malignity could difcover 
in Dr. Fothergill, during a 
long and well-fpent life ; 
but although I have freely 
giyen my opinion, that he 
was wrong, it by no means 
follows, that Leeds w^s free 
from blame. 

As he felt and indulged 
a flrong inclination to ftu- 
dy and praSice phyfic, his 
neglefting to acquire and 
retain the neceffary learn- 
ing, was a grofs miftake ; 
^e certainly ought to have 



qualified liimfelf to write 
a prefcriptipn, carrente ca- 
lumo, in the cuftomary 
technical phrafe, and in 
corrcQ: Latin ; the world 
has attached contempt to 
fuch defefts; and the man 
whom we once defpife^ we 
fhall foon ceafe to employ. 

Hae nugae feria ducant 
in mala; thefe little mat- 
ters have more importance 
than people, particularly 
young people, generally 
imagine ; I have known aa 
ill-fpelt letter, flop a man's 
progrefs in life; in every 
line and in every occupa- 
tion, an uncultivated mind 
will be confidere^ as weak- 
nefs of intelleft. 

The fame acutenefs and 
diligence, which enabled 
Leeds to fludy medicine 
with fuccefs, would furely 
have carried him through 
Lilly's Grammar, and the 
ClaflGcs ; but from pride 
or from indolence, or both 
united, the predominating 
vices of the prefent day, 
or for want of good ad- 
vifers, he chofe to attain 
his end, without employing 
the ufual and neceffary 
means ; he wanted to make 
a fudden floop at, fudden- 
ly and at once to catch 
up that, which, generally 
{peaking. 
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fpeakirtg, is only to be ac- 
quired by time, patience, 
and a routine of previous 
in-eparation. 

LILLY, the aftrologer; 
addition to his article, 
lo a former volume. 

It ought nox to be for- 
got, that Lilly was the ear- 
ly patron of the excel- 
lent Dr. Smallridge; and 
it may be recorded, a5 a 
Angular faft, that the death 
of a fanatic aftrologer was 
lamented, in a Latin elegy, 
ty one, who was afterwards 
an eminent bifhop, and an 
prnament of our Proteftaot 
church. 

. Some modern periodic 
fvriter, I forget who, or 
vheiie, has confounded this 
confuher of the ftars, with 
tilly, the author of the La- 
iin Grammar, once taught 
in moft fchools, and a good 
part of which, the editor of 
Ais colleflion can Itill re- 
peat with pleafure, from a 
fond aifociation of ideas. 
The Grammar writer was 
4he firft mafter of St. Paul's 
fchool, founded by Dean 
Collett, anno, 1512, during 
ihe reign of Henry the 
eighth, and received ^f- 
fiftance from a cotempo- 



rary, in his dida&ic labor&. 
As in prcefenti and Propria 
qiuc maribus^ being the com- 
pofition of Ritwife, his 
fon-in-law, and uftier of 
the fame fchool : Lilly was 
a native of Odiham, in 
Hampfliire, and when a 
young man, travelled as a 
pilgrim to Jerufalem. 

LITERARY CURIO. 
SITY; of this descrip- 
tion, is a verfion of the 
New Teftajfnent, in Latin 
Hexameters, by John, Bi- 
fhop of Oxford, printed at 
London, in 1604, of which 
a long preliminary prayer 
to the Almighty, the pre- 
face and epiltle dedicatory 
(ad fereniffimum et fumme 
heroicum Jacobum Regem 
BritannisJ are in the fame 
language and nietre* 

Of this laborious, di£i«> 
cult, and unprofiuble pro- 
duftion, my readers will 
eafily believe I have peru- 
fed out little; the epifco^ 
pal poet, mull have ftrug^ 
gled with confiderable ef- 
forts, through the firft chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, which 
is almoft wholly genealogi- 
cal, and filled with names, 
neither metrical nor har- 
monious : I obferve that 

m 
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in one line, he makes the 
fame word a diflyllable and 
triflyllable. 

It has frequently been 
acknowledged ,in tnis col- 
leftion, that few compofi- 
tions can equal the holy 
fcriptures, and the liturgy 
for majeftic limplicity, and 
knpreffive pathos; and I 
turned to the 37th verfe, 
of the 23d chapter of St. 
Matthew, to fee if the pre- 
late could keep up the in- 
terefting fublimity of the 
following words, which I 
give, accompanied by their 
counterpart in his verfion, 
without a comment. 

" O Jerufalem, Jerufa- 
lem, thou that killeft the 
prophets, and ftoneft them 
which are fent unto thee, 
how often would I have 
gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen ga- 
thereth her chicken under 
her wii)gs, but ye would 
not ; behold your houfe is 
left defolate. 

«« Urbs Solyma, O Soly- 
ma urbs, truculenta mor- 
te necatrix, 

Sasva prophetarum, lapi- 
dans ipfos fibi miffos; 

Collegifle tuas volui quo- 
ties ego proles. 

Vol. IV. 
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Sic veliiti gallina fuos fibi 
congregat alis ^ ' 

Ipfa fub ipfius pullos, et 
non volaifti." 

A paraphrafe of the gof- 
pel of St. John was writ- 
ten in Greek vetfe, by 
Nonnus, in the fifth centu-. 
ry; he is faid by Suidas, 
to have lived at Panopolis, 
in Egypt: the edition be- 
fore me, isinSvo. andpub- 
lifhed by Philip Melanc- 
thon, in 1527- 

Another literary curio- 
fity, but not in print, is a 
long copy of Englifh ver- 
fes, written by Joftiua 
Barnes, to prove that the 
Iliad and Odyfley, which 
pafs as the work of Homer, 
were in faft written by So- 
lomon, the fon of David; 
a friend informs me that 
this precious morceati, is 
now in the library of Ema- ' 
nuel College. 

Jofhua could fcarccly be 
fefious, and it hath been 
fuppofed, that he wrote it 
merely as a Jeu d'Efprit, 
to amufe his wife, a weal- 
thy widow, who had taken 
care to fecure not only 
her property, but the dif- 
pofal of it in her own hands, 
on her fecond marriage; 
D d his 
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his motive for this eccen- 
tric prodaflion, is faid to 
have been, to prevail on 
the lady to advance him 
money towards fome lite- 
rary undertaking, in which 
he was engaged ; in this he 
fucceeded, but he fhould 
have burnt the verl'cs as 
foon as he touched the 
coin. 

MALAGRIDA, GA- 
BR I EL, a native 
of Milan, in the latter part 
of the feventecnth century; 
a Jefuit, and during the 
greateft part of his life, a 
miflionary in South Ame- 
rica, where he is faid to 
have conduced himfelf 
with orthodox zeal, and 
exemplary propriety ; but 
in the decline of lite, for- 
getting his Chriftian pro- 
feflion, and proftituting the 
facfed nature of his office, 
.he was accufed of engaging 
in a confpiracy with the 
Duke of Aveiro, and other 
noblemen, and of pro- 
nouncingabfolution on cer- 
tain affaffins, previous to 
their nefarious attempt on 
the life of the king of 
Portugal, in 1757. 

For this union of facri- 
lege and homicide, for this 
worft^ fpecies of . trcalbn, 



murder, and fanatieifm, h^ 
had almolt efcaped punilh- 
ment, fo powerful at that 
period, and at Lifbon, was 
the influence of the church. 

During a long confine- 
ment, and in the imbecility 
of dotage, vanity, or mad- 
nefs, Malagrida awakened 
the refentments of the In- 
quifition, by herefy, which 
in a moment drew down on 
his devoted head, the thun- 
ders of the Inquifition. 

He publifhed a book, 
which he called *' The 
heroic and wonderful life 
of the glorious St. Anne, 
mother of the bleffed Vir- 

f;in Mary; diftated by the 
ame fovereign lady, and 
written with the affiftancc, 
approbation, and concur- 
rence of her moft holy 
Son." 

. In this curious produc- 
tion, he boldly and unequi- 
vocally laid claim to divine 
infplration, and co^leftial 
intercourfe; he alfo was 
author of another hetero- 
dox latin treatife, on the 
life and reign of Antichrift^ 
The wretched and infa- 
tuated man, being queftion- 
ed on the fabjefct of thefe 
pul^licationj, far from de- 
nying v.b'ct had been al- 
Icdged iL^iiivAi hinu perti- 
nacioufly 
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paciouily adhered to the 
affertions iu his book; and 
after rccapituUting a great 
deal of nonlcniical or pro- 
.phane jargon, concerning 
the fubjcfcl of his hiltohy, 
previous to her birth^ which 
it would be neither inter- 
efting nor decent to relate, 
he folemnly declared, that 
the Alitii>;hty had repeat- 
edly fpoke to him with an 
audible and diftinft voice. 
A reader of common cu- 
riof;ty, who lhonldde?]quire 
for what important purpofe 
the Creator of the univc-rfe 
had departed from his cuf- 
tomary mode of proceed- 
ing, would hear, with a 
fmile or a ligh, that it was 
to inform a pupil of St. 
Ignatius, that the name of 
St. Anne's hufband, was 
Joachim, by trade, a ma- 
fon ; that (he founded a 
fpirituaf retreat in Jerufa- 
Jem, for (ixty-three women, 
of a retired life; that the 
building in which they liv- 
ed, was erefted by angels; 
that from this female foci- 
ety, Nicodemus, St. Mat- 
thew^ and Jofeph of Ari- 
mathea, had chofen each 
of them a wife ; that the 
body of Chrift was formed 
from a fingle drop of blood 



from the Virgin Mary's 
heart, &c. &c. 

It was in vain that Mala- 
grida was told of the ab- 
I'lirdity, impiety, and in- 
decency of what he faid ; 
of the improbability of 
God's immediately inter- 
fering, for purposes fo tri- 
fling, fo inadequate to his 
attributes and powder; the 
Jcfuit remained firm and 
unmoved, boldly appealing 
to miracles he had wrought, 
in confirmation of the truth 
of his afl'ertions, and pofi- 
tively declaring, that he 
had delivered many perfons 
from ficknefs and danger, 
and that he had procured 
heirs for others. 

He further informed the 
tribunal before whom he 
w^as examined, that having 
been applied to on a certain 
time, for his interceffion, 
in order to fecure the fuc- 
cefEon of a noble family, 
they had promifed fix hun- 
dred milreis for our lady 
of the miflions; and that 
when by virtue of his pray- 
ers and fupplications, the 
defired heir had been ob- 
tained, the parents w^ould 
pay only two hundred : in 
confequence of this non- 
performance of the agree- 
D d 2 ment, 
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ment, the child in queftion 
'was feized with fudden fick- 
nefs, and in danger of dy- 
ing, on account of the di- 
latorinefs of its relations, 
in paying the remainder; 
the fame perfons again ap- 
plying to him on the fub- 
iecl, and paying the four 
lundred milreis, which had 
been promifed, his prayers 
ivere repeated, and the in- 
fant reftored to perfeft 
health. 

Confiderable pains were 
taken with the criminal, to 



the place of execution, 
where he was ftrangled and 
confumed to aihes. 

ABAINDONED IN THE FLESH. 

Gabriel Malagrida, na-^ 
tive of Milan, for feigned 
revelations and falfe pro- 
phecies, for lewd a3ions 
and heretical opinions, and 
for afferting, that the three 
perfons of the Trinity were 
father, fon, and grandfon. 

For various impoftures, 
duplicity, prevarication, 
inipenitience, and hardneft 
of heart. 



prevail on him to recant 

and purge himfelf of fuch Such was Malagrida, who, 

unmeaning and abominable if fuffering death in fupport 

herefies; the holy office be- af what he avowed, be any 

ing very unwilling to pro- proof of its truth, afforded 



ceed to extremities with an 
aftive and fuccefsful miffi- 
onary, who had on many 
occahons proved himfelf a 
faithful and humble fon of 
the church; but all rea- 
foning, and all intreaty 
proving ineffeftual, he was 
fentenced to be burnt, but 
as a mark of confideration 
for the order of which he 
was a member, and of mer- 
cy to the individual him- 
felf, it was direQed that he 
(houldprevioufly be ftrang- 
led ; the following label 
being affixed to the offen- 
der a^ he was condu&ed to 



this teft in its ampleft and 
moft unecjuivocal manner; 
he died indeed a martyr; 
but it was the martyrdom 
of a madman, who, inftead 
of being put to death) 
fhould have paffed the re- 
mainder of his life in the 
cells of a mad-houfe. 

A gentleman, to whom 
this colleflion is on many 
accounts much indebted, is 
of a different opinion ; he 
confiders the wretch. Ma* 
lagrida, as a deift, and onp 
of the moft artful kind; 
and that his ridiculous and 
apparently frantic publica- 
tionsj 
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tions, were in faft deCgned 
as an ironical fatire on all 
revelations, and that he 
meant them to aft on the 
principle of that fpecies of 
argument, which logicians 
call reduQ:io ad abfurdum; 
my friend fupports his opi- 
nion with much dexterity, 
and once defigned to have 
publifhed on the fubjeft, 
till a near relation laid to 
him, " Suppofing you to 
be able fatisfaftorily to 
prove all you wifli to prove, 
whatufeful purpofetoyour- 
felf, or others, will be an- 
fwered, Ihall you augment 
public happinefs, or dimi- 
ftifli one pang of private 
mifery, if not, cui bono ? 
the papers were not long 
after committed ^ to the 
jlames. 

By a fingular fatality, 
the name of this wrong- 
Jieaded zealot has been ap- 
plied by a malignant wri- 
ter, notorious for the fa- 
brication of unfounded li- 
bels, to a meritorious cha- 
yafler of the prefent day, 
pf exalted rank, and re- 
marked for great political 
fagacity, as well as confide- 
Table literary attainments, 
^nd who hath more than 
once, filled with credit to 
bimfelf, ^d glpry to the 



nation, the firft offices €^£ 
the ftate. 

Although it hath been 
my error, my fault, or my 
misfortune, to differ in opi- 
nion with this noble lord, 
I eagerly embrace this op- 
portunity of entering mjr 
proteft againft fo prepofte- 
rous a mif-application; and 
party politics w^oUy oujt 
of the queftion, I fincerely 
wifh that more of our pa- 
tricians would imitate the 
correft conduft and public 
fpirit of this noble lord, 
and his worthy fon; the 
foundations of a well poif- 
ed ariftocracy would in that 
cafe be laid on the iminOf 
veable bafis of intelleAual 
fuperiority and perfonal 
worth, much evil and much 
diffatisfaftion would be 
fpared; non gens doleret 
preffa, rerum et candidior, 
remearet ordo. 

But who can fay to what 
fate we are hitherto referv- 
ed; his lordftiip may perr 
baps be defigned by Pro/- 
vidence, again to refcue, * 
by a well-timed peace, that 
country, ^hich on a former 
occafion, profited by thofe 
very exertions, which it 
afterwards fo unjjratefully 
cenfured, 

MARGARET, 
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MARGARET, a natu- 
ral daughter of the 
Emperor Charles the fifth, 
a woman of confiderable 
abilities and vivacity, and 
goverijefs of the low coun- 
tries, feveral years, during 
the reign of her brother, 
Philip the third. 

Her father, ' aware of the 
amorous propenfities of her 
mother, and obferving that 
Margaret was of a robuft 
conftitution, a mufcular 
form, ^nd semarkablji^ for- 
ward in all female accom- 
paniments, endeavoured to 
prevent his oflFspring from 
lapfing into the difgrace of 
illicit indulgence, by an 
early marriage." 

At the age of twelve, he 
united her in wedlock with 
Alexander de Medicis,duke 
of Florence, whofe years 
almoft trebled thofe of the 
lady. 

She furvived her huf- 
band, who died without 
iffue; when the emperor, 
whofe fcrupulous pride 
fupplied the want of tafte, 
and nearly approached to 
the correctnefs of moral 
reftitiide, married her with- 
out delay, to OSavius Far- 
»efe, nephew to Pope Paul 
the third, and only four- 
teen years of age ; on this 



occafion, (he is faid to have 
diftantly hinted an objec- 
tion, to the difparity of 
years, which Charles, who. 
conlidered every fuggef- 
tion, in oppofition to his 
will^ as duft in the balance, 
wholly difregarded. 

By her fecond hufband, 
fhe had feveral children*, 
and was heard to confcfs 
her miftakcn objections, 
adding, " if there muft b^ 
an inequality of years, that 
which every year diminifh- 
ed, was the moft agreea- 
ble." 

By her good fenfe and 
conciliating manners, flic 
won the affeftion of the 
Flemings, who were after- 
wards grievoufly oppreffed 
by the duke of Alva : the 
prince of Parma, who fuc- 
ceeded him, was her fon. 

Margaret was ftrongly 
attached to manly exercifes, 
hunting, fhootin'gand (kait- 
ing, and is faid to hav? 
been remarkaWe for thre? 
things, not common in wo- 
men ; a beard pn her up- 
. per lip, riding aftride on 
horfeback, and having e- 
very year a regular fit of 
the gout. 
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a patriot, and what is 
rare, 
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rare, a dilinterefted patri- 
ot, during the reign of king 
Charles the fecond. 

He is laid to have regu- 
larly dined, during the fit- 
ting of Parlia^lent, at an 
ordinary in the Strand, not 
far from Northumberland- 
ftreet; the houfe has been 
pointed out to the Editor, 
and within thefe laft twen- 
ty years, was in the fame 
occupation, but is now fo 
no longer. 

Being met at the door 
by a friend, who thought it 
not exaftly the place for a 
member of the Houfc of 
Commons to frequent, he 
expoftulated with him on 
the fubjeft; " I have din- 
ed," replied Andrew, on 
a piece of excellent boiled 
beef, a roalled pigeon and 
afparagus, which coil me, 
including the ferving man's 
gratuity, two Ihillings and 
lix-pencc; and who would 
fell himfelf for hire, while 
he can have fo good a din- 
ner for half a crown. 

MAURITIUS DE 
PORTU,. alias Flos 
Mundi, alias Maurice O- 
Fihely, a learned aiidpious 
Francifc'an at the latter part 
of the fifteenth century, a 
native of Baltimore in Ire- 



land, and an ardent admirer 
of, and commentator on, 
John Duns Scotus, whora 
he always called Divine, 
and Deo Solo impar. 

Maurice was the friend 
of Julian de la Roviere, 
Bifliop of Avignon, and 
continuing to be his favo- 
rite, after he became Pon- 
tiff, under the name of Ju- 
lius the fecond, was by 
him appointed Archbifliop 
of Tuam, but died at Gal- 
way, in his way to his pro- 
vince. 

This prelate was an acute 
difputant in what was the 
fafhionable learning of that 
day, a warm friend, and 
however miftaken on ctr- 
tain points^ I believe a man 
who meant well; hisintro-' 
duftion in this place was 
occafioned by the expref- 
fion of a Catholic, of zeal 
unbounded, and confider- 
able learning, often men- 
tioned in this coUeQion; 
he quoted and praifed a 
book of the Archbifhop's, 
called Enchiridion Fidei, 
in the courfe of a contro- 
verfial difcufTion, and ad- 
ded, " but you dare ^not 
mention fuch men, or fuch 
books, in your Common- 
place Book." 

I therefore can give no 
other 
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other reafon for publifliing 
this meagre article^ than 
the comprchenfive one, of 
Draweanfir; "all this I do, 
iecaufe I dare.** 

MIDDLEtON AND 
BOLINGBROKE, 

thus mentioned by a late 
eminent writer, and intro- 
duced in this place, to gra- 
tify the childifli vanity of 
the Editor of this collefti- 
on; becaufe he had fre- 
cjuently expreffed himfelf 
to the fapfie purpofe, long 
before the pofthumous pub- 
lication of the author he 
quotes, was printed. 

*'. Bolingbroke had a 
ftrong mind, but was a dif- 
fufc writer, and a forry 
philofopher; Dn Middle- 
ton poffeffed deep penetra- 
tion, and hiftorical accu- 
racy, but wanted refolu- 
tion; he faw to what his 
principles would lead, but 
for evident reafons, did 
not think proper to draw 
his conclulions." 

MISTAKE in alatewri- 
ter, who fancies, he 
has demolijhed Revelation. 

He obferves, that it is 
common for the defenders 
of Chriftianity, to infill 
tiiat the rules inculcated 



in the fcriptures, an^ the* 
life there injoined, are beft 
-calculated for rendering 
men happy in this life, 
even if there were no flate 
of future exiftence. 

" I will not take up my 
readers time," he adds, 
" by refuting fuch reafon- 
ing, but merely quote xht 
following paflage. 

" If in this life only we 
have hope, we are of all 
men, moft miferable." 

But thefe words, uttered 
by one, with a profpeft of 
fpeedy martyrdom before 
his eyes, are, I believe ge- 
nerally confidered by our 
moft able divines, as ap- 
plicable only to the early 
difciples of Chrift, and the 
fir ft preachers of the gof- 
pel; who bore the mock- 
ery, taunts, revilings, and 
injurious treatment of the 
world, underwent the moft 
grievous torments, and fa- 
ced death, in ks moft ter- 
rifying forms, thus imita- 
ting the example of, and 
confirming their faith, in 
a crucified Redeemer. 

And if there be no ftate 
of general retribution, no 
world beyond the grave; 
men burnt alive, fawn a- 
funder, devoured by wild 
beafts, and fuifering in a 
thoufand 
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thbufand ways, may un- 
doubtedly be confiaered, 
as of all men moft mifera-* 
ble, lofing their comforts 
here, and their reward 
hereafter. 

MONK, GEORGE, an 
Englifh general, who 
was highly inltrumental in 
the reftoration of King 
Charles the Second, by 
whom he was created a 
duke, and otherwife mu- 
nificently rewarded ; nor 
can it be denied, that Monk 
watched with patient vigi- 
lance the current of popu- 
lar opinion; that he feized 
with dexterity, the deci- 
five moment, when he might 
fafcly and effeftually a6l 
for the royal fugitive ; a 
condu6t, by which he pre- 
vented thofe bloody ftrug- 
gles, which muft inevita- 
bly have taken place, had 
he declared himfelf, before 
the general wifh for the 
king's return, had been in- 
telligibly expreffed. 

I have been aiked, by 
an ingenious critic, in what 
refpeft as a foldier, a pa- 
triot, or a ftatefman, the pro- 
ceeding of General Monk 
could juftify the harfli and 
unqualified cenfure I have 
beftowed upon him, in a 
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former volume* my an- 
fwer fhall be fhort, and I 
truft it will be fatisfaftory* 

The error, or rather tne 
crime of Monk, was his 
delivering up to a man, no- 
torious for his profligacy, 
depravity, and infidelity, 
and a total abfence of all 
moral principles, the peo- 
ple of England uncondi- 
tionally; for it will not 
admit of a doubt, that the 
exiled prince, without mo- 
ney or friends, an outlaw 
and a refugee in a foreign 
land, would readily and 
eagerly have agreed to any 
terms, as the price of re- 
ftoring him to the throne 
of his ariceftors. 

How many ferious evils 
and bloody ftruggles, would 
an oppofite conduft, on 
the part ,of the General, 
have prevented; had he 
prudently guarded the con- 
ftitution by new barriers, 
and aflifted by able advi- 
fers, retraced and exprelv 
fed in clear language, the 
precife boundaries of regal 
prerogative. 

Confidered in this point 
of view, I remain ftill of 
opinion, that the conduQ; 
of Monk was culpably neg- 
ligent, and felfiflily time- 
ferving; a charge in which 
e. I cbnfider 
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I confider Lord Clarendon, 
with all his good fenfe and 
political moderation, as in 
a degree, alfo . involved ; 
it was his duty, as a man 
ef honor and a patriot, to 
have advifed his mafter to 
do that voluntarily, which 
Monk might have infijled 
on his doing ; I fliall con- 
tinue to be of this opinion, 
notwithftandmg fo much 
has been well faid by a late 
writer, whom I once loved, 
and now lament; and al- 
though he has dignified or 
caricatured the chancellor, 
as an hiilorian, with the 
epithet stupendous. 

MOUNTEBANK; a 
ftory is related of one, 
who exhibited on a ftage at 
Hammerfmiih, in the reign 
of King George the Firft ; 
having coUefted an audi- 
ence, he addreffed them in 
the following words. 

*' Being originally a na- 
tive of this place, I have 
for a long time been confi- 
dering, in what manner I 
can be ft fhew my regard 
f6r my brother townfmen ; 
and after maturely weigh- 
ing the fubjeft, I am come 
to a refalution of making 
a prefent of five (hillings 
to every inhabitant of the 



MOUNTEBANK. 



parifli ; it will, I own, be^ 
a heavy expence, and I 
hope no one will att-empt to 
profit from my liberality, 
who is not really and truly 
a parilhioner." . 

The multitude prefled 
forward with open eyes, as 
well as mouths^ calling ear- 
neft looks on a green vel- 
vet bag of ample dimen- 
fions, which hung on the 
arm of this generous man. 

^ I kftow you are not 
fo fordid," continued the 
orator, '' and fo mercena- 
ry, as to vabue my bounty 
merely becaufe it would, 
put a few fhrllings into your 
pockets; the pleafure I fee 
fparkling in your eyes, can- 
not be produced at the 
'thoiighfaf dirty pelf, which 
ta-day is in your haads, 
and to-morrow may be in 
the gripe of a mifer, a 
highwayman, or. a pawn- 
broker. 

'^ I perceive what it h 
that delights you ; the dif- 
coveringin one whom you 
confidered as a ftranger, 
the warmeft and moft difin- 
terefted friend, you ever 
had in your lives ; money, 
my good people, too often 
tempts the young and the 
indifcreet, to indulge in li- 
quor and other exceffes^ 

ta 
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*o the deftruQion of their 
Jbealtb and underdanding. 

'^ In order therefore to 
-prevent what I meant for 
jbenefit, being converted 
into an injury, I freely pre- 
fcnt to every brother townf- 
man, (dipping his hand into 
the green velvet bag) this in- 
eftimable packet, which 
contains a box of pills, a 
paper of powders, and a 
plaifter, which has not its 
fellow in Europe, for vio^ 
lent bruifes and green 
wounds, whether by knife^ 
fword, or piltol, if applied 
on the patieni's going to 
bed; I pledge my repu- 
tation, that the ball, if 
xhere is one, Ihall be ex- 
IraSed, and the flefli be as 
ibund as the palm of my 
hand before morning. 

*' But for thofe who dif- 
like ^the pain and fmart of 
fuch things as plaifters and 
ointment, and who are not 
fond of trouble, let me 
recommend the powder ; 
it ad;s, ladies and gentle- 
men, by fympathy, and was 
the joint invention of three 
x)f the greateft medical men 
that ever lived ; Galen, Hip- 
pocrates, and Paracelfus; 
if you have a few grains 
only of this powder in 
your pofleffion^ you may, 

Ee 



without fear, rufk jfrtfrrjihe 
thickeft of the battre^'iigd 
defy broad-fword, pike^^jftr 
bayonet. \, 

" All I fay, is, get wounds 
ed, get crippled, get man- 
gled and hacked, like a 
crimped cod ; the longer, 
the deeper, tire more nu- 
merous the cuts are, the 
better (hall I be pleafed, 
the more decifive is the 
proof it will afford of the 
merits of my invaluable 
powder. 

" Give yourfelf no fort 
of uneadnefs, only wrap 
the part affe6led in a clean 
white handkerchief; then 
get to bed and to fleep as 
foon as you can, defiring in 
the mean time, tlie weapon 
which did the injury to be 
wiell rubbed nine times, 
with a fmall quantity of the 
powder, and take my word 
for it, you may follow 
your ufual occupations ihe 
next day. 

" Of the pills, I need 
fay nothing; they have long 
pronounced their own pa- 
negyric, and there are full 
directions fealed up with 
them ; but as you live ra- 
ther out of the way of the 
great world, it is but fair 
to tell you, that they pro- 
cur^ hufbands for fingle 
Z womeni 
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women, and children for 
thofe who are married; 
they are great fweeteners 
of the blood, and wonder- 
ful improvers of the com- 
plexion." (I will not fatigue 
my readers^ by continuing his 
difplay of the virtues of his 
medicines; it was toot long^ too 
elaborate^ and too minute to be 
repeated in this place.) 

*VThe felling price for 
thefe matchlefs remedies," 
faid the doftor, " has been 
fix fhillings^r time imme- 
morial^ but as I am refolved 
to ftand to my word, and 
as I do not praftice phyfic 
for the love of dirty lucre, 
if you will throw up your 
handkerchiefs, with the 
fmall fum of one ftiilling 
tied in each, merely to pay 
travelling charges, and fer- 
vants' wages, I freely make 
you a prefent of the reft of 
the money, according to 
my original promifej 

" Befides medicines, 
which no^mafter of a fami- 
ly, nor indeed any one who 
values his life and limbs, 
ought to be without; the 
favourite of fortune will be 
entitled to a fuperb and ele- 
gant piece of mafly plate." 
(This attraBive^ article was 
immediately brought forward 
and difplayedj 
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A fmall number of the 
crowd, who were fo abfurd 
as to doubt any thing the 
doftor faid, beginning td 
fmell a rat^ marched off in 
filence, but the mafs was 
not formed of materials 
capable of refitting fo com- 
plicated an attack on their 
feelings and underftand- 
ings; the prefent of a 
crown to each man, at firft 
fo confidently promifed, 
had diflipated all fear of 
impofition, for how could 
one, who afted fo much 
like a gentleman, be fup- 
pofed to want to take them 
in ; his oftentatious parlar- 
ver had diffufed a magic 
ray over his powder of pott, 
his roiin, and his jalap, 
for the paflive infatuation 
of being cheated is not with- 
out its pleafures; and the 
fuperb piece of plate glit- 
tering in their cyes^ and 
dazzling their rearon, com- 
pleated the conqueft of the 
impofton 

He was proceeding in 
his addrefs, but a ftiower 
of Ihillings interrupted his 
harrangue, and two hours 
were fully occupied in ea- 
fing his brother townfmen of 
their (hillings, and empty- 
ing the green velvet bag of 
i\it fix Jhilling packets; while 

hi^ 
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his affiftants diverted the 
anxieties, and allayed the 
impatience of the people, 
by mufic and tumbling. 

Handkerchiefs from all 
quarters dropped round the 
cunning knave ; inhabi- 
tants of Brentford, or Ken- 
fington, Chelfea, Turnham^ 
or any other green, were 
permitted to contribute their 
ihillings without any .ill- 
natured queftions be^ng 
afked concerning the place 
of their refidence ; the bu- 
finefs of the day concluded 
with general fatisfaftion, as 
thofe who did not get the 
rich prize, poffeffed that 
which was nearly equal in 
value; and the artift owned, 
at an inn, in the evening, 
over a duck and green peas, 
that the neat profit of his 
afternoon was five and twen- 
ty guineas, 

^^ At a moment too," fays 
;jL cynic, who is fond of 
catching at every opportu- 
nity for eftablifhing an im- 
pious theory, " at a mo- 
ment," fays the fnarler, 
" when a miferable fubor- 
dinate member of the pro- 
feffion, in full view of the 
mountebank, and toiling 
at his triple oar^ had book- 
ed only ten fhillings, of 
which fevcn and fix-pence 



came under the defcriptioo 
of debts irrecoverably bad; 
perhaps a worthy charafter, 
qualified by parts and 
attainments, for the tafk 
he undertook, and who 
had funk his little for- 
tune, in furnifhing him^ 
felf with the means of in- 
ftruaion." 

I agree that the defcrip- 
jtion of the fatirift may. be 
correft, but I will not al- 
low him to pronounce, on 
the fate of the two cha^ 
raQers, or as he is fo very 
fond of doing, to arraign 
the wifdom and juftice of 
Providence ; nor indeed 
can he do it with juftice, 
'till both the individuals 
are traced to the end of 
their journey through life. 

Authorized by general 
experience, and the logit 
of probabilities, the impu- 
dent and fraudulent quack, 
diflSpating his fubftance, as 
fuch animals frequently do, 
in riot and profufion, it is 
no very rafli or uncharitable 
prefumption, to fay, that 
his laft fcene was at the 
gallows. 

The profeffional man, 
who beheld with a tranquil 
eye, fools cafting down 
their pearls at the feet of a 
rogue ; after treading the 
regular 
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regular and fatisfaftory path 
of duty and ufeful occupa- 
tion, probably pad his laft 
inomcnts, in the calm con- 
fidence of hope; looking 
up with thankfulnefs to the 
Almighty, for the blefGngs 
of health, competence and 
content, and for enabling 
him to exert his faculties, in 
that rank of life, in which 
Providence had placed hinj^, 

NEWCASTLE, the old 
Duke of, prime mi- 
iiifter in a former reign, 
and thus flippantly men- 
tioned by the late Bifhop 
Newton, in a moment of 
party petulance, or in the 
irritation of delayed hope: 
^' his grace has been fo 
long uled to fliutfle, and 
cut the cards, that he al- 
ways knows how to deal all 
the hpnors into his own 
~ hands." 

If the prelate meant to 
infinuate or to afl'crt, that 
the prime minifter was par- 
ticularly and charafclcrifti- 
cally felfifh, and ' guided 
only by motives of intereft, 
he is egregioufly miftaken, 
and grofsly mifrcprefents 
the man he cenfures. 

The Duke of Ncwcaftle, 
if pofterity, and many of 



his cotemporaries, are petn 
mitted to decide on the 
queftion, was a very dif- 
ferent man'; his zeal for 
the houfe of Hanover, 
and his profufe liberality 
in promoting its caufe, had 
confiderably impaired his 
fortune ; I rather confider 
this nobleman, as a dupe 
to fom.e of his political 
affocigites, who after they 
had attained places and ho- 
nors, by Im affiftance and 
popularity, treacheroufly 
turned their backs on the 
man, to whom they wejre 
fo much indebted^ 

This is a very different 
charaHer from that which 
the bifhop defcribes, and 
if the duke ftiould chance 
to meet him in that world 
beyond the grave, he might 
very fairly expoftulate 
with him, on the injuftice 
he had done him, and 
conclude with obferving; 
'' this charge comes with 
a very ill grace from you, 
my lord, who during a 
long life, watched every 
pomble opportunity of get- 
ting forward in the church, 
and were generally re- 
marked for always taking 
good care of number one/ 

NEW 
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NEW TAXES. It hath 
been propoTed by a 
facetious writer, as part 
of the ways and means for 
the enfuing year, to raife 
a revenue on perfonal An- 
gularities, and indecorous 
cuftoms. 

The following are only 
a few of the number he 
fubmits to the confidera- 
tion of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer; five gui- 
nea certificates^ by which 
a man fhould be licenfed 
to fay rude things to the 
ladies; to tell long ftories; 
to fall afleep after dinner ; 
to difturb the company by 
loud talking; to difpute 
and wrangle about trifles; 
to take fnufF before the 
cloth is removed ; indul- 
gences, which once con- 
formed by cuftom, it is al 
moft out of a man's power 
to refign, and as fuperflu- 
ous luxuries, certainly fair 
objefts of. taxation. 

•But the fubjefl: deferves 
confideration for more im- 
portant purpofes than a 
joke; and I earneftly in- 
treat my young readers of 
both fexes, more efpecially 
thofe, who, not poflefling 
an hereditary independence, 
have to fight their w^y 
through life ; I earneftly 



intreat them to rife early, 
and at once in arms aga?nft 
thefe petty enemies, if they 
find them creeping on them; 
at firft the conqueft will be 
eafy, but if fuffered to 
grow into inveterate habits; 
the odious reptiles fwell to 
elephants, and never can 
be fubdued; they increafe 
with our growth, and often 
gain Itrength in proportion, 
as the faculties and frame 
become feeble. 

The Editor of this collec- 
tion, at the prefent moment, 
knows and pities men of 
vigorous intellcQ, good 
hearts, and high accom- 
plifhment, M^ho, from the 
accidental or infatuating in- 
dulgence of fome of thefe 
apparently unimportant tri- 
fles, and the benumbing 
impotence of their powers 
or their inclinations to re- 
fift them, are rendered mi- 
fcrable for life^ and are 
d/iven into morofe feclu- 
fion, or doomed to affoci- 
ate, during the remainder 
of their davs, with mer- 
cenary companions, or il- 
literate vulgarity, whicli 
they encourage, hate, and 
defpife ; hae nugae feria 
ducunt in mala. 

NICHOLAS 
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NICHOLAS ANTHO. 
NY, a native of Lor- 
raine, in the feventeenth 
century, ftriSly educated 
in the Catholic faith, but 
difcovcring, even in his 
youth, a (irong diflike to 
the church of Rome, he 
feized an early opportunity 
of publickly difavowing its 
tenets; and haftcning to 
Geneva, finifhed his edu- 
cation in that feminary of 
Calvinifm. 

Direfting his attention 
principally to a pei^fal of 
the Old Teftament, and 
making no fecret that he 
found difficulties, infur- 
mountable to human rea- 
fon, in the New, he gra- 
dually imbibed the prin- 
ciples of Judaifm, and at 
length openly profeffed it ; 
endeavouring to make con-- 
verts of his parents and 
relations. 

Repairing to Metz, he 
entered the fynagogue on 
the Sabbath-day, and de- 
manded of the Jews, ad- 
miffion into their fociety, 
profeffing not only a rea- 
dinefs, but a ftrong defire 
to fubmit himfelf to the ce- 
remonies, enjoined by the 
Mofaic difpenfation : the If- 
raelites were pleafed when 
they found a learned man 



embracing their opiniort^^ 
but mingling Vorldly pru- 
dence with their zeal, and 
having been taught wifdon> 
by affliftion, they advifed 
him to apply to the Rabbi 
of Venice or Amfterdam, 
from whom he received a 
civil refufal. 

In order to procure pre- 
fent fubfiftence, he became 
for a fhort time preceptor 
to the family of a gentle- 
man, to whom he had com- 
municated the uncomforta- 
ble ftate of his mind, as 
well as his finances; pity- 
ing his cafe, he admitted 
him into his houfe, on con- 
dition that he ihould not 
communicate his religious 
fcepticifm to his fons, and 
that he ftiould conform ex- 
ternally to the general opi- 
nions of the country in 
which he lived. On this 
occafion, Nicholas confef-. 
fed to a friend, that he had 
a long and hard ftruggle 
between the pride of an 
independent fpirit, and the 
urgency of want, but ap- 
petite prevailed, and he 
agreed to what he called an 
ignominious compnomife. 

Yielding to the intreaties 
of his patron, who hoped 
that he had feen and de- 
parted from his errors, he 
wrote 
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Wrote to Geneva for a cer- 
tificate of his conduft and 
ftudies, and was appointed 
by the Synod of Gex, to 
a fimall parifli in that dif- 
tri£jt, where he filled with 
decency and quietnefs, the 
oflB^e he had been prevail- 
ed on to alFume, for two 
years. 

Some of the principal pa- 
rifhioners at length remark- 
ed, that their minifter ne- 
Ver mentioned the name of 
Jefus Chrift in his prayers, 
or his fermons ; that his 
texts were always taken 
from the bible, and that 
he explained paffages which 
moft Chriftians have ap- 
pdied to the coming of the 
Meffiah,in a different fenfe : 
perceiving the feeds of dif- 
fatisfaftion and difcontent 
among hishearers,it brought 
on a lownefs of fpirits, to 
which he was conftitution- 
ally fubjeft, and gradually 
affe^ling his health, a fever 
came on, which appears to 
have impaired his intel- 
lefts ; giving vent to feel- 
ings, probably exafperated 
by long fuppreffion, he 
poured forth the moft hor- 
rid blafphemies againft the 
Chriftian religion, and the 
Saviour of the world. 

Vol. IV. * 



He fixed a day for pub- 
lickly defending his tenets 
againft the neighbouring 
minifters, to whom he un- 
refervedly ayowed his ab- 
horrence of the faith they 
profeffed, in bitter and in- 
decorous language : as a 
proof of his fervor, his fin- 
cerity, or his madnefs, he 
offered to burn off his right 
hand, provided his oppo- 
nents would do the fame ; 
they declined this fpecies 
of fiery ordeal, but endea- 
voured by argument and 
perfuafion, to reclaim him 
from his errors; their ef-, 
forts only increafed his ob- 
ftinacy and frantic extra- 
vagance* 

As the gentlemen em- 
ployed to bring Anthony 
Nicholas to reafon, appear 
to have been fober and mo- 
derate men, I am furpriz- 
ed that they did not make 
ufe of a ftraight waiftcoat, 
and the coercion of a mad- 
houfe } he was to all intents 
and purpofes, a defperate 
and infuriate maniac. 

The following evening, 
he rufhed naked into the 
ftreets, where he pafl'ed the 
night, proftrating himfelf 
to the God of Ifrael^ but 
pouring forth on Chrift and 
F f his 
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his followers, a foul ftream 
of impious invefctive. 

Medical aid was at length 
procured for him, and as 
the violence of his deliri- 
um abated, he w$is lefs ran- 
corous, but ftill firmly at- 
tached to the law of Mofes, 
and equally unchriftian in 
his declarations, notwith- 
ftanding all the pains taken 
bv feveral eminent divines, 
who vifited him in prifon ; 
the magiftrates having or- 
dered him to be taken into 
cuftody, as foon as the ftate 
of his health permitted : 
after repeated but ineffec- 
tual interrogatories, intrea- 
ties, and perfualions,he was 
at length ftrangled purfur 
ant to a fentence of the 
council, and his body burnt 
to afhes in 1632. 

A late emment infidel, 
not long before his death, 
and at his own table, fpokc 
of the religious apoftacy 
of the fubjeft of this ar- 
ticle, in a ftrain of trium- 
phant fatisfaftion, accom-' 
panicd with nods, fmirks, 
and a fomething between a 
farcafm and a jcft, in away 
peculiarly his own^ which 
thofe who knew him can 
eafily recolleft, but which 
it is not cafy to defcribe. 
A gentleman prefent, who 



had been often provoked 
by his hinting doubts, and 
hefitating diflikes, thus ad- 
dreflTed him; " Shall I ne- 
ver hear you give an open, 
generous, downright opini- 
on ? why will you be eter- 
nally endeavouring to fap 
our holy fortrefs, by hint, 
inucndo, joke, fuggeftion, 
and implication? why will 
you not adopt an open, 
manly oppofition, and con-* 
fefs your difbelief at once ? 
in this rcfpeft, Anthony 
excels you ; he honeftly* 
avowed his opinions : how- 
ever I congratulate you on 
your auxiliary as a mad- . 
man, yet he had not fb 
wholly loft his fenfes, as to 
abandon both difpenfations." 

OFFICE OF A PRE. 
ACHER. 
Of the feveral advanta- 
ges, which attend this mode 
of inftrufting mankind, it 
hath been thought no in- 
confiderable one, that how- 
ever deficient the orator 
may be in argument, or 
however inferior in capa- 
city to his congregation, 
it is not cuftomary, or ex- 
pedient, for any of the 
perfons prefent, to get up 
and anfwer the minifter: 
yet an inftance occurred, 
during 
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during the ufurpation of 
Cromwell, in which this li- 
berty was candidly allowed, 
and ufefully exerted. 

Sir Henry Vane, that fin- 
gular compound of ftate 
craft, and enthufiafm, pre- 
ached and prayed twice a 
week, in a large drawing 
room, in his own houfe, 
to numerous congregations; 
, having on a certain occafi- 
on, chofen for his text, 
that emphatic paflage, in 
the twelfth chapter of Da- 
niel; *^ Many of them 
that fleep in the duft of 
the earth, fhall awake, 
fome to eveirlafting life, 
and fome to fhame and 
c6ntempt." he attempted 
to allegorize the words, 
and to prove, they meant 
that many dofctrines which 
had been long forgotten, 
fhould, before the end of 
the wor\d, be revived, but 
that they would ultimately 
be eradicated, and doomed 
to fhame, by the power of 
truth; 

It happened, that the ex- 
cellent Mr. Robert Boyle, 
had that day been tempted 
by curiofity to attend, and 
was naturally Ihocked at 
fo prepofterous and mif- 
chievous a mifreprefenta- 
tion of ^ text^ which moft 

F 



chriftians confider as one 
of the ftrongeft evidences 
in favor of the refurrec- 
tion, in the Old Telia- 
ment : the moment Sir 
Henry had finifh. d his dif- 
courfe, this worthy charac- 
ter, riling from his feat, 
thus addreffcd him, before 
all his hearers. 

" Underftanding, fir, 
that it is cullomary in this 
place, for any perfon who 
is diffatisfied with what he 
hears, to ftate his objecti- 
ons, I feel it my duty, as 
a believer in revelation, 
and of the intimate connec- 
tion between the Old and 
New Teftament, not to fuf- 
fer the meaning of the 
words of your text, to eva- 
porate into unappropriate 
and forced allegory. If 
you deny the words in 
-queftion, to be an exprefs 
prophecy of the refurrec- 
tion of the dead, I join if- 
fue with you, and am ready 
to prove it, as well by the 
meaning of them in their 
original language, as from 
the united opinions of the 
bell Chriftian and Jewifh 
expofitors." 

Sir Henry, furprized at 

hisilluftrious vifitor, fome- 

what qualified and retraO:- 

r ed his affertionsj declared 

f 2 he 
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he did not, by any means, 
defign to (hake the doftrine 
of a future refurreftion ; 
Mr. Boyle profeffed him- 
felf fatisfied, and the meet- 
ing broke up. 

OLYMPIA FULVIA 
MORAT4, a learn- 
ed woman, born at Man- 
tua, in the early part of 
the fixteenth century. 

Having very early in life 
fliewn a diftalte for female 
occupations, and childilh 
amufeiiients, and as (he 
advanced in years, indulg- 
ing her paffion for books, 
and cultivating her undcr- 
ftanding, at the age of fix- 
teen, Ihe fpoke, and wrote 
the Latin, Greek, an^ Ita- 
lian languages, with faci- 
lity and grammatic correfl- 
nefs. 

Her extraordinary ac- 
quirements, her mildnefs, 
and her modeTly, without 
which, learning, particular- 
ly in a woman, is infuffer- 
able, attrafted the notice 
of the father of Anne, of 
the illuftrious houfe of 
Elle, and fhe was invited 
to Ferrara, where fhe paf- 
fed feveral years at court, 
as the friend and compa- 
nion of that amiable prin- 
cefs. 



Although a fubjeft of 
the Pope, and ftrifctly edu- 
cated in the Catholic faith; 
the firft fubjeft to which 
Olympiadirefted her atten- 
tion, when (he began to aft 
and to think for herfelf, 
was the difputed points of 
religion, which at that pe- 
riod agitated Europe; with 
all the prejudices of a Pop- 
ifli education, and the 
ftrong ties of blood and 
affedion, preponderating 
in her mind, (he warmly 
embraced, and' zcaloufly 
propagated the opinions of 
Luther. 

Her beauty and g^od 
fenfe, awakened the defi res, 
and won the efteem of a 
ftudent, at the univerfity 
of Ferrara ; fhe became 
his wife, and to the regret 
of her friends and family, 
accompanied her hufband 
into Germany, where he 
fettled and pra&ifed as a 
phyfician. 

But the civil wars, which 
a few years after defolated 
the diflriQ, in which the 
young couple refided, in- 
terrupted their fiuptial fe- 
licity ; their houfe was 
plundered, the whole of 
their property deftroyed, 
and after experiencing con- 
fxderable hardfhips and dan- 
gersj 
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gers, they fled to Heidel- 
berg, Their merits and 
misfortunes fecured them 
an afyhim in this city, 
where the phyfician, a man 
of learning, and profef- 
fional fkill, was appointed 
a njedical profeffor by the 
Eleftor Palatine. 

They were again in a 
fituation, which though far 
from fplendor and fuper- 
fluity, placed domeftic 
comfort, tranquillity, lite- 
rary leifure, and content, 
within their reach; but 
the terror and fatigue of a 
long journey, on foot, and 
through a country the feat 
of war, had made an inju- 
rious impreflion on the 
fpirits and frame of Olym- , 
pia ; a rapid decline, that 
cruel felefclor of the faireft 
of God's works, came on, 
and after fufFeriqgs, which 
rendered death an objeft 
of hope, rather than of 
fear, Ihe expired in the 
arms of her difconfolate 
hufband, who foon follow- 
ed his much-loved wife to 
the grave. 

Such of her letters, and 
literary reflfiains, as had ef- 
caped the ravages of war, 
■were collefted by the par- 
tiality of friends, and pub- 
lifh'din duodecimo, atBafle, 
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in fsSo, by the learned 
Coelius Curio, with a warm 
panegyric in the form oJF a 
dedication, addrcffed to 
Elizabeth, Queen of Eng- 
land, " and the firft of 
women." 

The contents af this lit- 
tle volume are various, irt 
Latin, Greek, and Italian, 
the principal and moft inte- 
refting part, is that which 
contains the letters written 
by and to Olympia ; the 
following, expreflive of 
the bent of her mind to 
books, appear among the 
verfes. 

s rapiat fua 

quemque voluptas 
Sic ego mu- 

liebrialiqui, Staminaque 

et radios, 
primifque 

juvenilebu^ annis; 
Etplacueremihi mufaxum 

florida prata, 
Haec mihi gloria,, haec mi- 

hi laetitia. 

Averfe to female taCks and 

female fport. 
The mufe, the fountain, 

and the grove I court. 
In' fong and dance fome 

pafs the joyous night ; 
Books are my glory, my 

fupreme delight* 

The 
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The fentimentof the fol- 
lowing, is confonant to 
found theory, and confirm- 
ed by every day's expe- 
rience; ^nd may be confi- 
dered as an explanatory 
comment on thp fneer of a 
late writer, on the words 
of fcripture, when he talk- 
ed of " the innocent adul- 
tery of the eye." 

Quae virgo eft, nifi mente 
quoque et corpere virgo, 

Haec laudem millam virgi- 
nitatis habet. 

She who abftains from the 

mere carnal part, 
But lewdly thinks, is fure 

a w at heart, 

Olympia was very foli- 
citous to have the diffe- 
rent publications, in favor 
of the reformation, tranf- 
lated into Italian, and cir- 
culated in her native coun- 
try ; this fhe called attack- 
ing the enemy of pure re- 
ligion on his own ground; 
Ihe repeatedly recommend- 
ed it to herlearnedacquain- 
tance, but offended her 
Italian friends. 

Confidering a departure 
from the idolatry oi Home 
as of the firft importance, 
ihe addreffed awell-written 
letter on the fubjeft, to 
her patronefsj the Princefs 



Anne, to whom fhe appears 
to have been warmly at- 
tached, and which appears 
in her book; alfo an ex- 
cellent expoftulation with 
a minifter of the gofpel, 
whofe life and converfa- 
tion fhe thought not fuffi- 
ciently corrett, for the re- 
ligion he profeffed. 

The following is part of 
a Latin letter, addreffed to 
her fitter, defcribing her 
fufferings and misfortunes, 
which, in compliance with 
a mandate from a quartet 
I cannot refift, I give in 
Englifh : 

" A kind Providence 
hath hitherto preferved our 
lives ; were I to enter into a 
minute relation of theperiU 
we have encountered, and 
the calamities we have en- 
dured, I mutt write a book 
inftead of a letter. \ 

" For fourteen months 
we' were clofely befieged, 
ftunned with the thunder 
of artillery, which was in- 
ceffant night and day ; a 
breach being at length made 
in the. w^alls, the enemy 
rufhed in, fet fire to the 
city, and all was plunder, 
death, and conflagration. 

" In the general confu^ 
fion, my hufband was con- 
ducting me to the cathe- 
dral, ' 
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dral, in which great num- 
bers had taken refuge ; but 
a private foldier, wholly 
unknown to us, advifed us 
at all rifques to quit the 
place, or we ftiould be 
buried in its ruins; it was 
fortunate that we took his 
advice, as the greater part 
of thofe who entered the 
church, perifhed. 

" We were met by a 
party of the befiegers, and 
ftripped of the little we 
had; an under petticoat, 
barely fufficient to cover 
-me, was -the whole of my 
wardrobe that remained ;' 
providentially they permit- 
ted the companion of my 
miferies, to attend m^, af- 
ter detaining him a Ihort 
time : fcarcely venturing 
to look back at the habita- 
tions of our friends, in 
^ flames, we reached the camp 
of the Palatines, who kind- 
ly received us; the daugh- 
ter of a German prince 
adminiftered to my com- 
forts with her own hands. 

" We were furniflied 
with cloaths and money, 
and continued our journey 
to Heidelberg; at this place 
the Eleftor Palatine afford- 
ed us every folace in his 
power, and beftowed on 



my 



hufband, of all men 



the moft tender and affec- 
tionate, a public appoint- 
ment; I need not, defcribc 
the wretched ftate of the 
country, when I fay it is 
the feat of warl, it compre- 
hends every thing fhocking 
and difmal; I alfo under- 
ftand, that the faithful in 
England are grievoufly op- 
preffed and tormented, (pro^ 
bably under thefcourge of Phi^ 
lip and Mary'') 

In another letter, ad- 
dreffed to Ccelius Curio, 
her future Editor, fhe thus 
fpeaks of the ftate of her 
health : 

" In anfwer to your anx- 
ious and kind queftion, 
whether I am better? I am 
under the neceffity of in- 
forming you, that no hopes 
of recovery remain; me- 
dicine affords no relief, 
and death approaches by 
fuch rapid llrides, that I 
think it more than proba- 
ble, that this will be the 
laft letter you will ever 
receive from me, 

" My ftrengthand fpirits 
fail; I have neither appe- 
tite nor relifh for food; a 
burning fever, a cough, 
which ceafcs not night or 
day, and acute pain, have 
for fome time deprived me 
of the refrefliment of fleep. 
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*^ To you, and thofe 
worthy charafters, from 
whom I have experienced 
fo much kindnefs and 
friendfhip, the only return 
I can make, is a grateful 
heart ; the few papers which 
could be fnatched from the 
flames, I now fend." 

The death of Olympia, 
which took place a few 
days after, is thus mention- 
ed by her unhappy huf- 
band. 

^^ Supported by religion 
and philofophy, I bore the 
misfortunes of my coun- 
try, the deftruclion of my 
property, and (he place of 
my birth, with calm fub- 
million; for Olympia, the 
darling and treafure of my 
heart, was ftill in my pof- 
feflion ; but alas, it is the 
will of heaven, that my 
deareft wife fhould be torn 
from my arms ; (he who 
foothed all my pains, and 
enabled me to bear up un- 
der all my calamities. 

" 'This amiable and ex- 
cellent woman departed 
with the chearTulnefs of an 
angel, called from fccnes 
of mifery and diftraftion, 
to realms of everlafting 
blifs; the only cloud which 
feem'dto darken the bright- 



nefs of her profpc£ls, \<^a^ 
the pain I fhould feel in 
lofing-her; but I was ena- 
bled, by the ftate of my 
feelings, to affure her, that 
I hoped and believed I 
fhould, under the divine 
mercy, very Ihortly join 
hef company. 

" Such indeed was the 
gentlenefs and fuafvity of 
her manners and difpofi- 
tion, fuch her learning and 
fuch her humility, that the 
more I refleO: on her inef- 
timable worth, the more 
diflBcult I find it, tb recon-* 
cile myfelf to the lofs I 
have fuftained; a lofs which 
can never be replaced ; and 
whicl\has inflifted a wound 
on my heart, never to Be 
remedied but by death." 

OPPOSITION WIT. 
In political contro- 
verfies and State difputes, 
it hath been frequently 
obferved, that the minority 
exhibit more eloquence, 
wit and point, than the mi- 
nifterial fide, how much 
foe^er the latter may have 
the advantage in truth and 
juftice; that a man may be 
ready at a lampoon, a pa- 
ragraph, an epigram, or 
a political pamphlet, who 
would 



OPPOSITION WIT. 



225 



would make but a forry 
figure at the treafury, the 
cuftom-houfe, or excife. 

This obfervation is faid 
to have been confirmed and 
exemplified in the perfon 
of Lord Lyttleton, the hif- 
torian of Henry the fecond, 
and the worthy father of 
an unhappy young man, 
who is the fubjeQ: of an 
article in a former volume 
of this coUeftion; he filled 
feveral exalted ftations,and 
for a ftiort time was chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, 
during the reign of King 
George the fecond; the 
integrity of his heart, the 
goodnefs of his intentions, 
and his literary acquire- 
ments, it was impoflible to 
doubt; but in parliamen- 
tary debates and replies, in 
conducing what has been 
called the king's bufinefs, 
in the Houfe of Commons, 
he is defcribed by a co- 
temporary, as having been 
hurried, perplexed, unfa- 
tisfaftory, and by no means 
to hayc anfwered the wi fli- 
es and expeftations of his 
friends. 

His ftudies in the clofet, 
the habits of a learned life, 
and his hiflorical purfuits, 
had in fome meafure dif- 
qualified him for the bufi- 

VoL. IV, G 



nefs and buttle of aftive 
life ; he foon retired from 
a poft, which he could not 
fill \fith fatisfaftion to his 
aflbciates, and comfort to 
himfelf ; other reafons were 
alfo whifpercd, that his 
confcience was not fuffici- 
ently pliant Jbr a fervent of' 
all work. 

In one of thofe abforb- 
ing reveries, to which I 
owe many of the troubles, 
and fome of the greatell 
felicities of my life, I have 
fometimes contrafted the 
charafter of this exempla- 
ry and highly endowed no- 
bleman, with that of a cer- 
tain fubordinate, confiden- 
tial, and fortunate friend 
of Mn Pitt's, 

As a man of (kill in his 
particular deparjment, of 
minute diligence, and in- 
ceflant application, he is 
confefledly unequalled ; 
having raifed himfelf from 
humble life, by the force 
of perfonal merit, ^he is 
allowed by all parties to 
have rendered, and ftill to 
render his country eflential 
fervices, for which he is 
amply rewarded; yet this 
lucky individual, to whom 
we are fo much indebted, 
in fancy, imagination, and 
claffic erudition, is very 
g little 
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little fuperior to the tables 
and chairs of his office. 

But in our prefent fitua- 
tion, I do not think a more 
unpropitious circumftancc 
could take place, than his 
receding from the employ- 
ments he fills ; even if a 
Fox, a Sheridan, a Court- 
ney, a Tierney, or even a 
Burke, (were he ftill living) 
Jhould be his immediate 
fucceffors ; II n'eft pas d? 
cctte Etoffc qu'on en eft 
fait: the eminent lite^-ary 
chara£ler, the fporter of 
bon mots, the humorift and 
the orator, is not what we 
at prefent want; the in- 
firuments now requifite, 
arte plain good fenfe, un- 
reduced by fancy, and con- 
tent to tread the beaten 
path of official duty, and 
regular performance ; men 
fatisfied with the humble 
merit of ufefulnefs, hiit by 
no means wifhing to fhine. 

With refpeft to the ftub- 
bornnefs of moral and re- 
ligious principles of per- 
fons employed by Govern 
ment, it hath been infifted 
on by a late writer, that 
they mujt not be too nice; that 
if they carry with them 
into place, that fcrupulous 
tendernefs of confcience, 
which we fo much venerate 



and applaud in private life^ 
it will be impoffible for 
public bufinefs to be car- 
ried on. 

A cafe in point hath been 
produced ; a gentleman, 
whom it is impoffible to 
name without praifing him. 
Sir Charles Middleton ; 
certain papers having been 
prefented to him for fign- 
ing, the worthy baronet, in 
Bl moment of inexpedient, 
but honeft reluctance, de- 
clined doing it, adding, 
'* that he confidefed him- 
felf as refponfible in ano- 
ther world, for his conduft 
in this :" — the country loft 
a meritorious and faithful 
fervant, while fome cor- 
rupt and diffipated tool, 
would probably have fign- 
ed thefe or any other pa- 
pers, without perufal, qui- 
etly pocketed his falary^ 
and fat down infamous and 
contented. 

The following lines were 
addrefled to a young pa- 
triot, and a fan\ous anti- 
minifterial member, fifty 
years ago; it may be ne- 
ceffary to advife the reader, 
that the laft word of the 
laft line but one, muft not 
be pronounced in the ufual 
manner, unlefs they wiih 
to fpoil ^be rhyme. 

W^e 



OVID 

While Peery (anickname)- 
While Peery fuftains all 

the weighty affairs, 
Of party and faftion, and 

'Pulteney's affairs. 
He often exclaims, " In 

any one age. 
Did minifters ever fuch 

blockheads engage 
Their deeds to defend, fure 

no one csin doubt. 
That the fools are all in^ 

and the wits are all out. 
Prithee liften good Peery, 

for tho' we admit. 



but not admired by the 
Editor of this colleSion. 

It hath been remarked, 
by a late critic, that Ovid 
relates the Rape of Profer- 
pine, in only two lines, 
but occupies- fixteen in de- 
fcribing the flowers Ihe 
had been gathering. 

A (iniilar tendency to 
Linnaean accuracy and co- 
pioufnefs of pifturefque 
defcription, is obfervable 
in two modem J)opular 
writers, whofe prdduftions 



Your knack at a rhyme, t have perufed with plea- 
and the turn of your fare ; yet this pleafure hath 



wit. 

What then, my young pa- 
triot, ,^ my learned logi- 
cian, 

Pl bookworm, at bell is a 
poor politician ; 

Vou wags with your pens 
fo ready and witty, 



been fometimes diminilh- 
ed, by calling atvay the at- 
tention of the reaatir, fla- 
ring an interefting junc- 
ture, to defcribe the flb^<^- 
ers and herbs which deco- 
rated the bank, on which 
the heroine reclined; or to 



Are often mere cyphers, enuinerate the Varibtii fpe- 
in an up- flairs commit- cies of trees, and the deep 
tee ; huts of th<? mafs of foliage, 

which prefented itfelf to 
the eyes of the hero, as 
he fighed and gazed froi^i 
the battfcments, or the 
grated windows of a Gothic 
caftle. 



And then what a fight in a 
fpeech of Eclat, 

To fee a great genius peep- 
ing into his Iiat. 

OVID, a Roman poet, 
of a luxuriant and 
creative imagination, but 
deficient in correftnefs, 
ftrength, and judgment; a 
writer pitied and loved, 

G 



PALLIATIVES FOR 
SORROW. 

A gentleman well known 

in polite circlci, having 

g 2, loft 
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loft a child, on whom he 
paffionately doated, felt 
himfelf finking into that 
moft wretched of all ftates; 
Vhich intent only on its 
own fufFerings, devotes it- 
ielf to unavailing grief, in 
fpite of all the efforts of 
friendlhip or affeftion; and 
loft to the pleafures and 
bufinefs of life, flies to 
folitude and filence, to ert- 
joy the luxury of woe. 

Roufed by the reproach- 
es of a Jcvcre friend^ ani- 
mated by a ftrong fenfe of 
duty, and having been long 
convinced, that he who 
diffufes the greateft portion 
of happinefs among others, 
will infallibly be the hap- 
pieft man himfelf; he re- 
iblved to unite focial fatis- 
faftion with benevolent oc- 
cupation, and immediately 
converted a noble and mag- 
nificent manfion, into a re- 
ceptacle for the fick, the 
infirm, the aged, and the 
affliaed. 

By the aid of proper, 
but fecret emiffaries, he 
found a number of worthy 
individuals, who had. long 
and ineffeftually ftruggled 
with misfortune and the 
world, to whom hrs houfe 
and his table afforded a 
•comfortable afylum ; he 



became governor and dr- 
reftor of his own hofpital; 
and at the end of ten years, 
declared himfelf a happier 
man, than he had ever been 
in his life* 

In a letter of Grotius to 
Thuanus, he endeavours 
to reconcile that excellent 
hiftorian, to the lofs of a 
deceafed friend, by telling 
him, that in the prefent 
diftrafted ftate of Europe, 
when fo m^ny nations are 
cutting each others throats, 
and the great nation is ba- 
nifhing the moft valuable 
portion of her citizens; 
death, which delivers a man 
from fuch evils, ought to 
be accounted a bleffmg; 
yet this argument of the 
defender of Chriftianity, 
might be pleaded with e- 
qual propriety by a fui- 
cide. 

Afmodeus, in the Dia- 
ble Boiteux, had long fe- 
ceded from fociety, im- 
prifoned by. magic art, in 
the narrow confines of a 
bottle, from which he was 
fet at liberty by an unex- 
pefted vifitor. 

It has been demanded, 
whether, in the prefent 
circumftances of Europe, 
a man in a fimilar fituation, 
would wifh to be iincork- 

ed: 
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ed: I confefs I {houl4wifh 
to remain bottled for a cen- 
tury; to fee, when I waked 
from my trance, the effeds 
of what is now paffing on 
the future morals, happi- 
nefs, and intelleftual pow- 
ers of man. 

The old and new fchool 
are at iffuc, and I ftiould 
like to hear the verdift; 
it cannot properly be given, 
'till the prefent generation 
hath paffed away. 

PARISH OFFICERS. 
I have been accufed 
of too much feverity to- 
wards this ufeful body of 
men ; to whom, as long as 
they aft confcientioufly and 
faithfully, the public are 
very much obliged. 

I only repeated a well 
known, and well authenti- 
cated fa6l : the following 
charges are copied from 
old accounts, and private 
memorandums of a deceas'd 
epicure, who I fear had, in 
his day, been deeply in- 
volved in the iniquities of 
. office^ 

A dinner for a charily 
fchool, on a proceffion day, 
confifting only of legs of 
mutton, plumb pudding, 8c 
table hQQx—Jifiy founds. 



Shells, a common kind of 
coffin, made of the Tough- 
efl and cheapeft materials, 
delivered in one year, for 
the ufe of the parifli — thrit 
hundred potmds. 

For bell ropes, during 
the fame period — one kun^ 
dred and ten pounds; thofe 
who know any thing of 
ringing, infill, that fix fets 
will laft a year, for any 
church, with the ufual re- 
joicing days; thefe, at five 
guineas a fet, cannot be 
eflimated at more than thir- 
ty guineas. 

A flag for the fteeple 
— two and twenty guineas; 
afterwards proved to be 
bought at a flop fliop fojr 
forty ftiillings. 

To hunting after the re- 
puted father of a bafl:ard 
child, who could not be 
found, and on an occafion, 
where it was proved that 
the officers did not go out 
of the bills of mortality 
'--forty 'three pounds. 

I have copious materials 
for enlarging the article, 
but what I have produced, 
fufficiently proves that thefe 
parochial peculators were 
not content with a mode- 
rate profit; and juftifies a 
learned judge for afking, 
during 
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during a late trial, whether 
the defendant, who had be- 
conie fuddenly and unac- 
countably rich, was in the 
liabit of ferving parijh of- 
Jiccs : the anfwer given was^ 
that he furnifhed the poor- 
houfe with flour, cloth, can- 
dles, foap, moufe - traps, 
and fmall beef. 

We niuft not however, 
condemn the mafs, among 
whom are many worthy 
charafter*, for the crimes 
of a few r^fcals ; and my 
defign in again introducing 
the fubjeft in this collec- 
tion, is, to requeft of juf- 
ttces, that tliey would put 
on their fpeQaclcs, and 
read parifh accounts befoje 
they pafs them, and not 
be in too great a hurry for 
their dinners. 

PARISIAN MAN- 
NERS. 
It was often faid, ai)d I 
believe ftrongly expeQed 
,by certain fanguine hailers 
of the French revolution, 
ihat this aufpicious event 
would produce a falutary 
change in the morals and 
private life, as well as the 
political inRitutions ofthat 
lively and verfatile people; 
that as republicans, they 
would exhibit to the world 



an edifying fpeftacle of itrif 
corrupted and unejlablifhzi 
religious faith, difinterefted 
patriotifm, and correft con- 
duft ; which would filencd 
the calumnies of their op- 
ponents, and refute by the 
influence of perfonal worthy 
every argument in favor of 
monarchy, or even a mix- 
ed form of government. 

But fortunately, or un- 
fortunately for mankind and 
themfelves, the event has^ 
proved unfavourable to the 
prophetic vifions of thefe 
fecond Daniels; religion 
dares not fhew eVcft her 
unmitred head in the country, 
and the train of what haVc 
been called republican vir- 
tues, truth, fimplicity and 
moderation, are as much 
ftranger5 at the Thuilleries^ 
the Louvre, the Palais Roy- 
al, and the Luxembourg,- 
as during the mofl profli-^ 
gate aera of the former go- 
vernment; we contemplate 
the worfl features of the 
old defpotifm, vainly mafk- 
ed in grimace, vanity, bom- 
baft, and afFeftation,* with- 
out the venial follies, and 
graceful bagatelles of arif- 
tocracy. 

Their councils betray the 
mad ambition, and evident- 
ly aim at the univerfal mo- 
narchy 
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aarchy of the moft corrupt 
of their regal tyrants, with- 
out his fplendor and gene- 
rofity; while they have been 
over-running the greater 
part of Europe, they have 
proved themfelves unable 
to conquer worfe enemies, 
in their own bofoms, the 
bafe paflions of the heart, 
envy, rapacioufnefs, litft, 
^nd pride. 

Having firft revolted a- 
gainft their fovereign, for 
the frofejl purpofe of in- 
creafing hunian liberty ; the 
moment they had eilablifh- 
ed themfelyes fecurely in 
jheir feats, they have ton- 
gue -tyed every individual 
in their land, deilroyed all 
liberty of that prefs, with 
which they battered down 
the monarchy; and every 
perfon who has ventured to 
differ in opinion with the 
powers that are, hath been 
murdered, or tranfported 
with fiiip-loads of mifera- 
ble aifociates, to a pefti- 
lential and noxious climate. 

Nor is a view of their 
private lives more flatter- 
ing to democratic perfec- 
tion; in vicious extrava- 
gance, diffipation, riot, fpec- 
(acle, and dance, they out- 
ftrip every reign^ which has 
preceded the diredorial; 



they exhibit the debauche* 
ry without the gallantry, 
the corruption without the 
diplomatic acutenefs, the 
worthleffnefs, without the 
gaiety of the court of Loui^ 
the fourteenth. 

Their ftreets and public 
walks are crowded as much 
as ever, with needy def- 
perate adventurers, profti- 
tutes, fops, and demireps; 
thirty-fix places of amufe^ 
ment, under the various 
names of theatres, concerts^ 
ball-rooms, equellrian ex-» 
ercifes, tea-gardens, &c. 
&c. Sec. and gaming hou« 
fes, which it is impoffibie 
to number, daily and nights 
ly open their doors. 

In thefe convenient re- 
ceffes for folly or for crime, 
democratic turbulence re- 
laxes from the toils of -bu^ 
finefs or of war ; the ja- 
cobine here lolls with fa* 
vage liftlefsnefs, where but 
^ few years fince, the laar-i 
quis and his chere ami 
laughed and chattered non- 
fenfe with eafy vivacity : 
mutato nomine et moao, 
eadem fabula narratur. 

So fafcinating have beea 
the defcriptions of this cir- 
caean ftye, that feveral emi- 
gres, who in their bittereft 
moments, dill infifted that 
Franco 
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France is, and ever has 
been, the firft country in 
the world; have aftually 
encountered the perils of 
death, to tafte the dear 
delights, amd view the 
wonders of Paris; two well 
known charafters, in fpite 
of all diffuafion, would go, 
and have'perifhed in the 
laudable, patriotic, and ra- 
tional expedition, a third 
has returned. 

He confiders and boafts 
of it as the glory and moft 
honorable effort of his life ; 
♦^ Fafhion," fays this cou- 
rageous traveller " fafhion 
at Paris being relieved from 
the uniform coupure fcut) 
of court-example, inven- 
tion, and imagination, take 
an unbounded fcope ; ftu- 
died negligencie of drefs is 
the gre^t charafteriftic of 
a modern republican beau; 
but all countries, ages, and 
climates are ranfacked to 
give variety ; attraflion, 
and a voluptuous air to 
the women ; whatever con- 
duces to thefe purpofes, is 
diligently ftudied, and ea- 
gerly aflumed by matrons 
and virgins, if any fuch are 
to be found," outraging at 
once, he might have added, 
decorum and good tafte, 
by meretricious nudity. 



" The connoiffcurs in 
female attire have baniOied 
the chemife, as an enemy to 
exafcl: fymmetry ; and have' 
fupplied (to an Englifh wo- 
man) this almoft indifpen- 
iible article of drefs, by s^ 
jupon of taffety, which, 
minutely adapting itfelf to 
the fhape of the body, i^en- 
tifies every fpot, ana marks 
each particular excellence. 

" Stockings and Ihoes 
are Supplied by filk panta- 
loons with toes ; to thefe 
the claffical fock' is attach- 
ed, which being merely a 
fole, admits of tafte, va- 
riety, and ornament, in the 
mode of fixing it on. 

^^ On entering the the- 
atre in the Rue Fedeau, the 
coup d'oeil is interefting, 
thoufands of fnow-white 
necks and arms,uncovered, 
not merely to the elbow, 
but (a la naiffance de 
I'epaulel to the very flioul- 
der blaae, fufpended from, 
the balconies, and ornamentr 
ed with diamonds, pearls, 
and coftly trinkets; head- 
dreffes bearing the price of 
many victories; plumes, 
magnificently waving, and 
diadems, to which the fier- 
ceft republicans are eager 
to bow down. 

^^ By viewing an arm, 
the 
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tlie enamoured fpeftatar is 
jcnabled to judge of other 
beauties, and as they ftand 
in battle array, in the front 
of the boxes, linen being 
baniftied; every lineament, 
fmeli, and rccefs is accu- 
rately defined ; " It is im- 
poffiole," fays this luxuri- 
ous defcriber, who forgot 
that the guillotine was over 
his head, " it is impolfible 
to refill the enchanting fpec- 
tacle, every eye is fixed, 
and every thought abforb- 
ed, the fenfes are ravifhed, 
and the concert wholly neg- 
leded, while the young 
men are endeavouring to 
decide, to whom the prize 
offuperior beauty, to whom 
the golden apple (hall be 
given; whether to Made- 
moifelle Longe^ or to Ma- 
dame Tallien." 

'' I cannot pafs through 
the long galleries of. the. 
Palais Royal," faid an emi^ 
gre, of a aiffcrent dejcription^ 
whofe name has been fince 
ftruck outof thcprofcribed 
lift, by virtue ot his wife's 
pretty face ; *' I never go 
through the galleries, with- 
out recolle6king, that a fpot, 
where the loves and gra- 
ces oace prefided, is now 
the fignal-houfe for atroci-, 
ous crimes and abominable 

VouIV. H 



frauds; it is here that tho 
ftock-jobbers devour na- 
tional wealth* 

" Thefe audacious rob* 
hers parade about in large 
parties, and are eafily difn 
tinguifhed, by their fleek« 
nefs and their impudence : 
they infuit honeft men; 
and it is in vain that they 
are repeatedly feparated by 
the patroles ; like globules 
of quickfilver, for a time 
divided, they quickly coa- 
iefce into groupes. 

" The uibaltern marau- 
ders, in the Riie Vivienne^ 
execute the projefts of 
thefe their matters, with 
punftuality and addrefs ; 
and. diffipate th^^ laft re« 
fources of a viQorious, 
but beggared country, a- 
mong gamblers and profti- 
tutes: their drefs is uni- 
form and whimfical ; a bon- 
net made of black hair, of 
a clofe and elaftic texturfe, 
with a fox's tail over the 
head; greafy hair, dirty 
boots, and loofe coats. 

" Women are often call- 
ed in, to fign and feal a 
bargain ; the . glafs door, 
which you fee at the end 
of the dark gallery, leads 
to an apartment, which af- 
fords accommpdation for 
ftock-jobbing, political in- 
h trigue. 
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trigue, and grofs fenfua* 
lity. 

" Stop but for a mo- 
ment, look into this little 
ftiop, there are two muf- 
cular, comely lads, with 
fcarce the down on their 
ehins; they are planted, 
one on each fide of an old 
demirep, inftrufting her in 
the proper method of dref- 
fing her flaxen wig ; they 
have juft flipped it over 
her matted locks, which 
refemble thofe of Medufa. 

" Remark the Angular 
variety of the ftock in 
trade: dolls and bolognas, 
chignons and cold* ham, 
l^omade a la rofb and fau-^ 
iages; garters, hoops, la- 
vender water, fealing wax, 
obfcene prints and lufcious 
novels : it is impoflible to 
confider it in any other 
Hght, than as a houfe of 
Agnation; now and then 
a miferable royalift, who 
has efcaped the domiciliary 
vifitors, glides before the 
window, fcarcely venturing 
to caft an eye at the for- 
bidden fruit, of all kinds, 
which the interior recefles 
contain ; you may calily 
diftinguifti him by the length 
of his face, ana the fhab- 
binefs of his coat. 



" At fix o'clock, wheit 
the bufinefs of the day is 
CGincluded, the door where 

?rou fee two tricoloured 
ampsy exhales with the 
odours of fo'ips and rat- 
gouts ; the avenues to the 
great faloon are crowded ; 
a prodigious table is co- 
vered with the dainties of 
the feafon; the room is 
lighted with girandoles^ 
chandeliers, and branches 
decorated with mirrors and 
diamond -cut glafs; con- 
traftors who a few years 
fince were attomies clerks, 
and ftock-jt)bbers, ftepping 
out of the felf-fame coach- 
es; behind which, a few 
months fince, they offici. 
ated a^ lacquies, take their 
feats, and fatten' on the 
public fpoils. 

" Goblets ofjhong leer^ 
or glaffes of brandy, are 
drank after each mouthful, 
and fcoundrels gormandize 
on diflies, of which they 
would be puzzled to fpell, 
or pronounce the name; 
wine and the defert are 
difpatched with hafte, but 
not without great execu- 
tion ; the hour for adjourn- 
ing to the naming table 
arrives, the bill is called 
for, and the reckoning of 

each 
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«ach iudividual for his din- 
s)er only, amounts to more 
^han the d*y's pay of $i 
field officer. 

'^ Such is republican mo- 
rality i fo flagitious and in- 
fefting arc the nuifances, 
tolerated in the very heart 

of TUX MISTRESS OF THE 

world; can one wonder, 
in fuch a fchool, or rather 
io fuch a hot-houfe for the 
paffions, ^bat the feeds of 
(lift, gambling, profuGon, 
and licentious diffipation, 
yipen into early vegetation, 
and that the rifing genera- 
tion, before they come ia- 
lo public life, are already 
vicious and corrupt. 

♦* In getting rid of regal 
and ecclefiaftic tyranny, we 
have fubjefted ourfelves to 
the ignominious defpotifm 
of bafenefs and low profli- 
gacy. Paris is crowded 
wit$ fqualid groups of ar 
bandoAed and foul-mouth- 
ed children, outraging the 
name of God, by uncouth 
oaths, and (hocking blaf- 
phemie^, bellowing forth 
the moft beaftly expret 
$ons; goodtaflte, decency, 
l?eligion, and an obfervan(:e 
of the duties of private 
life,, are baniflied for ever 
Irpo^ ampng us/' 
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PASSION, an inftancc, 
in which it met with a 
timely and falutary check ; 
~Jee Peter the Great. 

PtDRO DE LA GAS. 
C A, a Spaniard of dig^ 
nified intrepidity, and in- 
corruptible integrity, fcnt, 
as viceroy of Mexico, to 
puniih the plunderers and 
murderers of the miferable 
Peruvians. 

It is far from the inten- 
tion of the Editor of this 
colledion, to palliate or 
defend their conduft, fo 
frequently delineated and. 
execratea by hiftorians and 
poets; yet, thcfe ingenious 
writers, milled by a gene- 
rous and venial bias, have 
egregioufly erred in their 
defcriptions of the mild 
virtues, fimple manners, 
and general happinef^ of 
the South-Americans, when 
invaded by the more civi^ 
lized Marauders of Eu* 
rope. 

The inhabitants of that 
vafl: continent, though fol- 
lowing at a humble dis- 
tance, the improvements, 
were tainted by many of 
'the worft crimes of polifh- 
ed life; they were alter- 
nately a prey to /their own 
H)ordinate 
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inordinate paflions, to the 
luft of their Incas, and the 
fuperftitious defpotifm of 
their priefts; and >at the 
moment of Pizarro's land- 
ing9 the country was defo« 
lated by civil war. 

Thetefads, indifputably 
confirmed by cotemporary 
evidence, do not at all di- 
minifli the guilt of their op- 
preflbrs, wio with refpeft 
\o the juftice of their mo- 
tives, had the fame right 
to their fpoils, as a houfe- 
breaker, to the contents 
of my writing cafe, or a 
highwayman to the purfe 
efa traveller; their pro- 
ducing the pompous non- 
fenfe iflfued from the Vati- 
can, bv the frantic ma- 
niac ot his day, is adding 
the infult of folemn mock- 
cry, to injury and outrage. 

Yet, the circumftance 
may teach us a ufeful lef- 
fon, to receive with cau- 
tious doubt the florid afler- 
tions of certain writers^ pof- 
feffing more fancy than jud- 
gment, who under the im- 
prefEon of particular opi- 
nions, bend and diftort eve- 
ry faft, in order to eluci- 
date or confirm a favo.^ 
rite theory. 

In pointing a moral, or 
turning 9, tale, it mull be 



confefled, that a reader^ 
feelings will be more pow- 
erfully interefted, when 
he contemplates a harm- 
lefs, uncorrupted people^ 
hunted down like wild 
beafls ; and that his indig- 
nation againft their def- 
troyers, will be proporti- 
onately increafed, when 
he reflefts on the unrefifl- 
ing innocence of the un- 
happy fuflFerers; fuch are 
the dreams of fidion, an^ 
romance ; the harfh voice 
of rigid unaccommodating 
truth, which ought to be 
the hiftorian's only guide, 
is not fufficiently mufical 
and fonorous, to fatisfy the 
glowing wiihes of poetry 
and imagination. 

But we mufl not forget 
Don Pedro, the fubjeft of 
our prefent article ; armed 
with abfolute power, abun^ 
dantly fupplied with fliipsj^ 
men and arms, and carry- 
ing with him, the kind 
wifhes of every honeft mai\ 
in Spain ; he found on his 
arrival, the Spanifh forces 
divided into two parties, 
exafperated againfl each 
other, and equally detefl- 
ed by the natives. 

The tafk he had under- 
taken required a confider- 
able portion of pourage. 
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and dexterity; to mode- 
rate the exceffes of the 
ibldiers, without eftranging 
their aflFeftions; to punifh 
the enormitiips of Gonzales 
Pizarro, who no longer 
reftrained by the deep po- 
iicy, and cool temper of 
his deceafed brother Fran- 
elfco, and having attached 
k powerful body to him, 
by the ftrong ties of un- 
bounded indulgence, and 
common guilt, evidently 
afpired to fupreme power, 
independent of the Spanifh 
monarchy. 

Aware of the difficulties 
of his Situation, and of the 
ganger of commencing hof- 
ti lilies with the Spanim ge- 
neral, in an unfriendly 
country, and fq many thou- 
fand leagues from home, 
the Viceroy refolved to try 
|dl expedients, before hp 
reforted to the lafi argument 
of kings. 

An occafion fayorable to 
his purpofe, foon prefented 
itfelf ; Pizarro and his par- 
ty had been exercifmg eve- 
ry fpecies of cruelty and 
violation, on the miferable 
natives, in the hope of dif- 
covering the tomb of Vira- 
Cocha, the founder of the 
Pynafty of the Incas. 

This prince, who united 



the characters of a gres|.t 
general, and a prophet, 
had foretold, a fhort time 
before his death, that cer^ 
tain invincible wanriori| 
would, at a certain period^ 
arrive from a ftrange counr 
try beyond the ocean, and 
fubvert the JPeruyian em- 
pire; a prediftiqn, which 
like others of a fimiliar teii- 
dency, probably haftened 
its own cjccpmplifhmcnt. 

Under fuch impreffion$, 
^nd believing himjtlj^ what 
he had foretold to others^ a 
point in which he differed 
from fome of our modem 
prophets; the Mexican 
monarch, depofited in the 
tonib wherp he was to be 
interred, and in a remote 
fpot, known only to the 
priefts of the fun, immenfe 
treafures; which, on the 
alarm of an invading ene- 
my, or ^fter an unfuccefs- 
ful battle, the reigning em- 
peror, with his concubinei|f 
his children, and a few 
faithful adherents, might 
convey to fome far diftant 
region, beyond the reach 
or the rapacity of their encr 
mies. 

Such was the national le-; 
gend, perhaps invented by 
vanity,' encouraged by fu- 
perdition, and eagerly cre- 
dited 
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dUed by avarice, the fecret 
^as preferved, by the fide- 
lity of the priefts, or like 
0tncr/ecret5, by there never 
ID reality having exifted 
€ne. In th,e tomb of Vira- 
Cocliia^ which was after- 
^ardl$ difcovered by acci- 
dent, no irejifurc, except 
it3 coftly ornaments, was 
iQi^nd; but the fhocking 
cruelties inflicted on this 
occafion, by Gonzales Pi- 
jatroj pxcited the pity of 
ipDiany of hi$ foldiers, they 
rcyohed at his mercilefs 

Sroceedings, ^nd began to 
oubt, if it was la\vful to 
obey a monfter who viola- 
led every law of Cod and 

Don Pedro fav^ and feiz;- 
fd the precious, the gol- 
d^mupment, of apt oppor- 
tunity; by means of d, de- 
ferter, he conveyed offers 
of pardon to pe difcon- 
tented party, and having 
gain/ed their confidence by 
^ prudent mixture of milcN 
^efs and firmnefs, they 
j.oined his ftandard; fina- 
ing the rebel general deaf 
to all amicable propofals, 
and that he miftook a wi(h 
to a,void bloodfhed for pu- 
fillanim^ty ; with augmen- 
\pd fojrces, and rigid dif- 



cipline, he refulved to 
march againft him. 

It was on the ninth day 
of April, in the fifteen 
hundred and thirty eighth 
year of the Chriftian apr«i, 
i^nd at the e^rly dawn of a 
fummer's morn, that the 
two armies met on the ex- 
ten fiye plain of Xaquixa 
Guana* 

Firm in long tried cou- 
rage, and confcioil^ that 
death or viftory yas their 
only alternative, th^ rebels 
enclured the attack unbro- 
ken and Mndifmayedi and 
the royal army, after a 
bloody, u.qdeciiiYP eonfliS, 
during the greater part of 
the day, were convinced 
>hat other means than the 
fword, mufi be h^d re- 
courfe to for fubduing Pi- 
ij^arro. 

Taking advantage of an 
interval, which took place^ 
in confequence of faxigue, 
the heat of a burning cli- 
n^ate, or that natural apd lau- 
dable compun^ioiji which 
natives of the fame foil 
feel, or ought to feel, at 
deftroying each other; Don 
Pedro, advancing in front, 
thus addrcfled the contend,- 
ing armies. 

" Friends and fellow:- 
coun- 
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countrymen, alas, that I 
fiioald live to fee this day; 
wals it for this, that you 
quitted your wives and 
children, and braved the 
dangers of a tempeftuous 
ocean, to perifh by each 
others hands, on a hoftile 
fliorc ? Is it thus that you 
obferve the faith, pletlged 
, to our augufl fovereign ? 
Is it thus that you fulfill 
the duty you owe to your 
country ; a duty paramount 
to all others, m the breaft 
^f every honeft Spaniard? 

*' Let the fword be in- 
ftaritly fheathed, and in cir- 
cumftances which demand 
all the helps of mutual af- 
feftion, and the clofeft u- 
nion, let us exhibit no other 
conteft, than the amicable 
and laudable ftruggle of 
trying who fhall perform the 
ftioft praifc -worthy fervice 
to God and the king. 

** There is only one obi. 
ftacle, to impede your im- 
mediately embracing each 
other, which I fee by your 
looks, every man of you is 
already longing to do; this 
obftacle is the cruel, the 
perfidious Pizarro, who in 
the hope of efcapihg pu- 
riifhment himfelf, hath at- 
tempted to involve you in 
his crimes; but you have 



a confiderate and gracious 
king, who makes largfe al- 
lowances for the infirmity 
of human nature, and the 
influence of bad example 
irt perfons of elevated ratnk- 

" I am commanded by 
odr royal matter to declare, 
that on the exprefs condi- 
tion of giving up youf 
leader and feducer, wha 
hath by his condu£l, temp- 
ted you from your duty, 
and brought difcredit on 
our national charafter; I 
thus folemnly declare, in 
the prefence of Almight)^ 
God, and of your feiloW' 
foldiers, who accompany 
me, that thofe who have 
been miflcd by Pizarro, 
fhall not be involved iit' 
his punifhmcnt; that par- 
don to all, but that great 
offender, fliall immediately 
be granted, if you will, 
without delay, deliver him 
into the hands of public 
jaftice; and join to fupport 
with hand and heart, the 
Spanifh ftandard, which 
now* waves over my head." 

His words were received 
with filence and attention ; 
the mention of their king, 
their (jountry, their wives, 
and their children, touched 
their tenderefl feelings, and 
awakened the nobleit and 

moft 
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moSt natural paifions of the 
human heart ; but when the 
Viceroy, raifing his arm, 
pointea to tho(e colours, 
which had fo often con« 
duSed them to viftory and 
renown, their military en- 
thuliafm fuddenly taking 
fire, burft into a blaze; 
fcizing Pizarro, they bound 
him hand and foot, laid 
him at the feet of Don Pe- 
dro; and both armies, ruQi- 
ing into the arms of each 
other, joined in loud ac- 
clamations of " Long live 
the Kin^of Spain and both 
the Indios.'* 

The foldiers were folici- 
tous to have Pizarro im- 
mediately put to death, but 
the Viceroy determined 
that the offender Ihould be 
proceeded againft in the 
ufual and neceffary forms 
of law, before a tribunal, 
commifiioned for the pur- 
pofe; he was accufed of 
treafon, perjury, and ex- 
tortion; his wanton viola- 
tion of the tomb of the 
Inca Vira-Cocha, was men-^ 
tioned, in aggravation of 
his crimes, in pity to the 
feelings of the natives, who 
regarded the fepulchres of 
the dead, particularly of a 
monarch and a prophet, 
with religious awe and ve- 



neration : thefe, and other 
atrocious charges, were 
proved againft him, by 
inconteftible evidence;, af- 
ter being permitted to 
fpeak in his own defence, 
he was found guilty, and 
beheaded. 

Moft perfons who have 
read, or who have written 
on the conqueft of Soutli 
America, have remarked, 
that the Europeans receiv- 
ed powerful afliftance from 
the women of the country 
they invaded : Columbus, 
on a certain occafion, wou'd 
have periftied for want of 
food, had he not been re- 
ceived with hofpitality, by 
a female favage; Marina, 
who a£led in the double 
capacity of miftrefs and 
interpreter, to Fernando 
Cortez, was aftively in- 
ftrumental in the deftruc- 
tion of Mexico, where ftie 
&^ drew her breath ; and 
srremarkable inftance of 
female verfatility, in the 
cafe of Milto, occurs in a 
former volume of this col- 
leftion. 

It hath been faid in re- 
ply, that moft of the wo- 
men, in the inftances to 
which I refer, were of an 
unhappy clafs, united to 
their lovers only by the 

grofs 
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^^rofs, tinientimental tie of 
carnal appetite ; that they 
were the mere inftruments 
of pleafure and conveni- 
ence, the domeftic drudges, 
rather than the confidential 
companions of their inaf- 
ttrs ; but that ten thoufand 
inftances might be produ- 
ced, from antient and mo- 
dern times, of faithful 

AND HONORABLE WIVES, 

who in the trying moments 
of private adverfity or pub- 
lic difafter,. have nobly ex- 
pofed themfelves to diffi- 
culty, danger, and death. 

A philofophic writer, im- 
putes the bafe conduft of 
the American females, to 
ttieir degraded condition, 
and the humiliating ftaj:e 
of Indian manners ; obfer- 
ving, that when women are 
treated as flaves, they will^ 
like/laves^ be indifferent to 
a change of tyrants. 

The praife of truth 
ingenuity cannot be deni^ 
to his theory; but I am 
inclined to impute to the 
ftrong impreffions of fear, 
many of the obliquities in 
queftion ; they have been 
uniforn)ly exhibited, under 
fimilar circumftances, at 
various periods, and in 
fuch different flates of fo- 
ciety. The fate of woman 

Vol. IV. I 



and of weakiiefs, has ever 
been determined by the 
power of the fword; in 
popular revolutions, and 
decifive national defeats, 
property, beauty,wit, learn- 
ing, accomplifhment, art, 
and fcience, miift all fub- 
mit to the controul of a 
conqueror. 

Should Providence ever 
decree, as a punifhment 
for our fins, that Great 
Britain fhall lofe its empire 
over the fea, and that, after 
a bloody ftruggle, the 
throne of our gracious fo- 
vereign flaall be fiibverted 
by the republican defpot- 
ifm of France i the c^ftle 
of Windfor, and one of 
our beautiful princefTes, 
would not improbably be 
felefted for the refidence 
and bed of Moreau, or 
Buonaparte; St. Jatnes's- 
palace, Buckingham-houfe, 
and thofe fplcndid man- 
lions, which decorate Lon- 
don and its environs, would 
4?e allotted to French Gene- 
rals, and Direflorial Com- 
miffioners ; . that humble 
beauty and unalTuming ten* 
dernefs, which is now the 
only folace of my life, 
woulc^be torn from my 
arms, by fome hot-headed 
democratic renegado; and 
i thai 



«4^ 

that paternal cottag?, which 
now affords a literary re- 
treat for the unceafing anx- 
ieties and inquietudes of 
its reftlefs pofleffor, woyld 
be occupied by a Gallic 
marauder, or one of his 
mufcular Hibernian auxi- 
liaries. 

TTlETER, and notwith- 
JT {landing all his faults, 

1>£TEJI THE GREAT, .Czar 

of Mufcovy, and Emperor 
of Ruffia; who, by a pro 



PETER. 



vcr being ^ble to ertdur.c 
with J)atie9ce, any thing 
that diminilhed the cpm- 
forts of his feam?n, Peter 
hurried on boards and 
meeting with the fuppofed 
offender, almoli the mo- 
m.ent he fet his foot on the 
deck, reviled him for the. 
imputed crime, in coarfe 
and acrimonious lajaguage. 
The warrant-oflBcer thus 
fuddenly and violently zu 
tacked, and fcarcely able 
to underftand what was 
cefs compared to oil of vi- faid by the Emperor, whofe 



triol a£ting upon iron, con- 
duced a horde of brutal 
and ignorant barbarians, to 
civilization, commercial 
energy, and renown. 

But this extraordinary 
man, to whom his country 
owed fuch important bene- 



rage nearly choaked his. ut- 
terance, further irritated 
him, by fome accidental 
and undefigned indecorum, 
which railing Peter's paf- 
fion to its utmodpixch, be 
immediately feizied the 
man in his arms, with a de* 



fits, was TubjeQ: to parox- fign of hurling him into the 
yfms of paffion, which con- fea. 
verted the father of his peo- " 
pie into a favage and a fu- 
ry ; of this temporary infa- 
nity, an inftance is record- 
ed, from which he was rou- 
zed by the prefence of 
mind, and cool intrepidity 
of one of his fubje£ts. 

H4x4ng been informed, 
that the purfer of a fhip of 
ivar, had been guillfr of a 
fraud, in performing the 
duties of his office, and ne- 



Your majefty is ftrong- 
ttL than I am, and perhaps 
™y be able to force me 
overboard," faid the purfer, 
catching hold of part of 
the rigging, ^^ but take no* 
tice, and I appeal to all 
who are prcfent, too)}ferv6 
it; you copdemn mi; un- 
heard, without exainina- 
tion or proof; what will 
pofterity think of fuch an 
a£Uon ? 

« God 
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« God forbid I (hould 
hurt a fingle hkir 6f your 
head, but if yoii peruft iri 
your unjuftifiable attempt, 
I Ihall certainly pull your 
majefty into the fea with 
me, as a drowning man 
will catch at any thing to 
fave Bimfelf ; let me intreat 
of you fir, to let the mat- 
ter oe coolly enquired into, 
aiid if I am guilty, let me 
be punifhed according to 

Arretted and convinced 
bj^ this animated appeal to 
his pride, his ambition, and 
his felfrprefervation, Peter 
mimediately relaxed his 
hold, acknowledged that he 
^as ^rong, and after due 
^examination, finding that 
the honeftand intrepid pur- 
fer, had been riiifrepre- 
fcnted, was thankful for 
the falutary interruption. 

How acute, but how 
l^in Would have been his 
regret, had he fucceeded In 
drowning his faithful fer- 
vant, before his innocence 
of the crime had been af- 
Certained, 

PETRIFIED CITY IN 
AFRICA, a tale often 
told, frequently refuted, 
^d fometimes believed. 
To the catalogue of thofe 

I 



who have givfeii credit t6 
this abfurdity, may be ad* 
ded the name of llouis th6 
Fourteenth, who ordered 
one of his Ambafladorst b 
profcur^ the' body of a m^ii 
from this fingular city. 

It would not have beeii 
reafonable 6r right, to dif- 
obey the commands of k 
geiierous monarch, and th6 
fum of fivehundred pounds 
was promifed to two Jani- 
zaries, if they would pro- 
cure for a royal colleftor, 
the objeft of his wifhes. 

After a certain time, the 
crafty muffulmen feturht 
ing from a pretended jour- 
ney into thie defert, report- 
ed, that it v^^s not iri their 
power to convey away, fo 
bulky a weight as the bo- 
dy ot a man, without difco- 
very, but that wifliing to 
do every thing in their 
power for the fatisfaftioix 
of his moft chriftian ma-» 
jefty, they had with confi- 
derable difficulty and rif- 
que, brought a petrified 
boy, and a petrified bun, 
for which the Envoy with- 
out demur, paid the fti- 
pulated price, and the pe- 
trifaUions were fent to 
France. 

Thefe expenfive curiofi- 
ties were afterwards fhewn 
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PITTMAN, HENRY. 



to a learned and fhrewd 
traveller, Dr. Shaw, who 
jproved very fadsfa&orily, 
that the bun, was an ecbi- 
l^us, and the hard-hearted 
boy, no other than a ftatue 
of Cupid, on whofe (houl- 
ders the marks of a quiver, 
iepafated by violence, evi- 
dently appeared, but which 
the Janizaries in their mer- 
^:enary eagernefs, or grofs 
ignorance, had taken po 
pains to.efFace !! 

PHCENIX, a bird def. 
cribed by Tacitus, and 
by Pliny, but which in faft 
never exifted. 

The defcription of the 
liaturalift (chap, x.) is in 
words to this effeft, which 
he quotes as a paffage from 
Manilius, a Roman writer, 
cotemporary with Marius 
and Sylla, but no longer 
extant. 

" The Phcenix is ^ na- 
tive of Arabia, facred to 
the fun, and which lives to 
the age of five or fix hun- 
dred years ; when finding 
the languors of diffolutioja 
approaching, it prepares a 
neft of the (lender branches 
of Caflia, and other aro- 
matic fhrubs, on which it 
expires, and wonderful to 



tell, a young bird is pro- 
duced from the marrow of 
the bones of its parent. 

PITTMAN, HENRY, 
a Somerfetfhire fur- 
geon, who ferved the Duke 
of Monmouth in his pro- 
feffional capacity, on his 
difaftrpus expedition. 

Of his conduft on this 
occafion, a narrative re- 
^lains, in which Pittman 
repeatedly declares, that 
the fervices he rendered 
the Duke, were not volun-. 
tary, and takes great pains^ 
to prove his affertion ; yet, 
in fpite of all oiir precau- 
tions, there are crevices 
and loop-holes, through 
which truth as well as er- 
ror will creep. . 

In the apology for his 
conduft, a quarto pam- 
phlet, publifhed in 16891 • 
having occafion to mention 
the duke's undertaking, he 
calls it fatal and unfortunate^ 
which to Monmouth and 
his adherents it \indaubted- 
ly was, but to King James, 
if he had poflefled one 
grain of prudence or good 
fenfe, the defeat was au- 
fpicious and lucky; nor 
would the epithets ufed by 
Pittman, have been applied 
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tp the event, but by a well- 
iviftier to the ill-condufted 
defcent. 

After the viflory of the 
king's troops, our furgcon, 
with a number of his af- 
fociates, were condufted 
to prifon, tried, and con- 
demned to death, but by 
good fortune, by pleading 
Gompulfion, or rather by 
the well-timed application 
pf a large fum of money, 
which Pittman complains, 
entirely ruined his fortune, 
his execution was refpited, 
and at laft changed to the 
punifhment of tranfpor^a- 
tion to Barbadoes, 

From this ifland,to which 
fo many individuals, in mo- 
dern times, voluntarily and 
profitably tranfport them- 
fclvcs^ he found means to 
efcape, and returned to 
England a year after the 
revolution, to witnefs the 
triumphs of his friends, 
and rejoice at the deprefr 
fion of a common enemy. 

With rdfpeft to the book 
publifhed by Pittman, it is 
neither interefting from the 
information it contains, nor 
attractive in the manner by 
which it is conveyed ; it is 
the loud huzza of a pri- 
fpner at large, who, in the 
blifs of recovered liberty, 



joins in the national cho- 
rus, to blacken the deeds, 
of their predeceffors, and 
to defcribe the barbarities 
of the defpicable fugitives, 
and the infamous Jefferies;. 
he probably thought a like- 
ly method of recommend- 
ing himfelf to King Wil-r 
liam and his minifters. 

PITY, in w^omen, nearly 
allied to love, a com- 
mon and well founded ^x- 
iom, remarkably exempli- 
fied in the prefent day. 

Numbers of our fair 
country women have mai^ 
ried French emigres, and 
many inftances have oc-i 
curred, in the knowledge 
of the Editor, of cafes of: 
feduQion, of virgins, mo- 
thers of families, and bux- 
om abigails, in which the 
perfon, temper, and accom- 
plifhments of the ftranger 
were uninviting, and where 
he feemed to have no other 
recommendation than ge- 
nuine diitrcfs, and fortunes 
ruined beyond recovery. 

POLITICAL OPINI- 
ONS and Party At- 
tachments, how very tran- 
fitory ? 

Few ages have witneffed 

more ftriking inftances of 

revolutions, 
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rcTclutions, than the pre- 
fent, not only in kingdoms 
and inftitutions, but in 
mtn's minds, in their afTo- 
'ciatfonS) in their theories 
and their praftice. 

The following extrafts 
from a late fcvere addrefs 
to, and ftrong remonftrancc 
ivith an eminent character, 
\«'ere written by a veteran, 
trho once idolized the ob- 
jcft of his prefent hoftility, 
and aftually facrificed, on 
two trying occafions, his 
fortune, his health, and his 
peaf e of mind, in the fer- 
VTce of one, with whom he 
wndd now fcarcely venture to 
tiritfi himfelj in the fame Yoom. 

This literary Drawcanfir 
Commences with telling his 
oW affociate, " that in the 
plenitude 6f a luxurious 
table, in the arms of faded 
bMuty,and the full-mouth- 
ed chorus of a degenerate 
dub, he ftrangely forgets 
hiitifelf as a patriot and an 
)i<lncft man; that he neg- 
leQs thofe duties, and de- 
fpifcs thofe falutary max- 
ims which taught him firft 
to rife. 

M To ftem the current of 
early inclination," conti- 
nues the pamphleteer, " to 
counterafct habitual pro- 
penfity, and cenfure ^in 



old friend, is ^xttdthely 
Hnpleafant; but the mo- 
ment is now arrived, when 
to trifle is to bfe criminal, 
when not to exert the whole 
of our powers, whatever 
they may be^ againft the 
common enemy • of God 
and tiixzn^ is the worft of 
treafon. 

" It would be unwofthy 
of a man, who once En- 
joyed a (hare in your con- 
vivial ifiom^nts, to catch 
at an unguarded Word, or 
watch for a warrri expref- 
fion after a third bottle ; 
yfet it h impoffible for 
friendfhip, partiality, or 
eommbn fenfe, to deny 
that your toafts arid tavefh- 
fpeeches are hair-breadth 
efcapes frofm libel and fe- 
dition ; that you convert 
^ public dinner into a con- 
vention of rtal-cofiteflts, 
for the purpofe of provok- 
ing irritating difcuffionj and 
dilfeminating inflaimnatory 
harangues. 

<^ The company yon 
keep, the opinions you 
avoW, ^nd the fyftem you 
purfue, however honfeft 
your intentions, are hoftile 
to the interefts, and dero* 
gatory to the honor of your 
country ; and in their ef- 
fefts, more injurious than 

the 



POLITICAL Opinions, 



the aVowed enemy, who 
openly declares war ^- ^ 
gainft us. 

*^The efforts Qf the PhU 
UfUnes, thofe deteftalple iso- 
lators of 0I4, -who defied the 
living God^ their effori^s to 
Y*nquiiBh the Herculean If- 
raelite, would never have 
fucceeded, had aot ^ kind 
Jriend^ previoufly defpoiled 
him of that luxvirismt apen- 
dage which decorated his 
bf ow, which W4s the fource 
of his ftrength, and the 
tervor of all his enemies. 

" Such and fo trying ar« 
the circumftances and fitu- 
ation of this country, that 
the part yqu aft, cannot 
be a matter of indifference; 
thoufands who never think 
for tl\emfelves, look up to 
you for their political creed, 
which they receive with 
implicit faith, and propa- 
gate with eQthufialiic z.eal : 
an ii>djividual, gifted like 
ypUj, I qonQ|:Ji5r, and would 
treaty as a necromancer, a 
magician praftifing ijplaw.^ 
&1I arts-,, and bewitching 
th^ RUbJijC mind.. 

" In this refpeft you are 
mor^ to be dreaded than 
Barras or Buonaparte, and 
if you will not liften to the 
voice of duty, I would, on 
the paramount inconlro- 
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vertible principle, that pub-, 
lie fafety is the fupreme 
law^ I would not hefitate a 
m,oment, in fubjeQing you 
to a mild fpecies of CQer^ 
cion. 

" I would for a certaiii. 
time, deprive you of pen,, 
ink, and paper, and all in- 
tercourfe ^vith a certain 
defcription of your frieilds, 
fliQuld be cut off;, you 
fhould be detailed in that 
fpecies of captivity, which 
would ^lot prevenjt the ex- 
ercifes and amufements ne;^ 
ceffary for your health ; I 
would confine you ag a 
miftaken, obilinate u^n^ 
who fcorn to yield lo the 
imperiou;5 neceflity of the 
times ; an imprafticablc 
ftatefman, a^ inexpedittujt 
philofopher, who. confider 
the welf^e of your coun- 
try, as duft in the balance^ 
when placed in. qompeti^ 
tion with an abftraft theor 
ry, a favourite pofitippi, or 
a. perfonal attachment. 

" No pleafurCvS compa- 
tible with public fafety, 
ihould. be wanting, to 
fpothe your hours of retire- 
ment; a fpacious houjCe, 
^xtenfivepleafi^re grou^nds, 
a. library, and a botafliic 
confervatory ; wine in rao- 
deration, mu(ic, and your 
female 
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female friend, who on the 
fcore of intelletl and ac- 
complifhment, is herfelf a 
hoft, fhould alternately al- 
leviate your regrets. 

'' And when the clouds, 
which now darken our ho- 
rizon, fhall be happily dif- 
fipated, by the aftivity, 
wifdom, and prudence of 
his majefty's minifters, and 
the god-like heroifm of our 
fleets and armies, you 
i}ipuld be reftored to that 
lilierty, of which you do 
not appear to know the 
proper value. 

*' But let us hope that 
fuch meafures will not be 
neceflary, that you will no 
longer be led aftray by an 
erring fpirit, that you will 
rouze from your delufive 
infatuations ; and as you 
have been egregioufly mif- 
taken, let your progrefs in 
the right path, be propor- 
tionately energetic. 

"You have been mifled, 
as is not uncommon in life, 
by men of lefs ability, but 
more cunning, than your- 
felf; they enfnare the open 
generofity of your honeft 
nature, by exaggerated de- 
fcriptions, and mifapplied 
firft principles ; by plaufi- 
ble, but imprafticable doc- 



trines, and deceitful forins 
of words. 

" Retirie from aflbciatcs^ 
uncreditable to your intel- 
left and your tafte • retire, 
while yet your retreat is 
not cut off, from a vortex, 
which has whirled into per- 
dition, the firft of politici- 
ans, and the firft of men ; 
take refuge with every 
moderate and every con- 
fiderate man, in the ftrong 
holds, and behind the fafe 
barriers of a' conftitution, 
which offers proteftion to 
alt. 

" And ftill a patriot, tho' a 
courtier grown. 

From petty tyrants fly un- 
to the throne." 

PRICE, James, an Eng- 
lifh Chymift, who in 
a courfe of experiments 
exhibited in the prefence 
of feveral men of fcience 
and reputation, produced 
a wonderful powder, which 
if it did not aftually turn 
all it touched to gold, like 
the fabulous philofopher's 
ftone, made very near ap- 
proaches to that miracu- 
lous tranfmutation. 

Half a grain of this won- 
der - working ingredient, 
which 
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which was of a deep red 
color, and weighed by an 
indifferent perfon, pre- 
vented quickfilver from 
evaporating, or boiling, 
though the crucible which 
contained it, was furround- 
cd by an intenfe fire, and 
was itfelf become red hot : 
I will not puzzle my read- 
ers, nor incur the rifque of 
expofing myfelf, by def- 
cribing in technical terms 
every part of the procefs ; 
it is fufficient to obferve, 
, that Dr. Price di'refted, but 
touthed nothing, and that 
at the conclufion of the 
operation, when the cru- 
cible was cooled, and bro- 
ken, a globule weighing 
ten grains, of a yellow me- 
tal, was found at the hot- 
tom, which a fkilful artift, 
after trying it by the com- 
mon tefts, pronounced to 
be pure gold, for which he 
would give the higheft 
price, that was generally 
afked for that precious 
inetal. 

A variety of experi- 
ments^ which it is not ne- 
ceffary to particularize in 
this place, and of which 
the principal nobility and 



±i9 

witneffes, eftablifhed be- 
yond a doubt the faQ, that 
Dy means of his extraordi- 
nary powders, for he pro- 
duced a white as well as a 
.red one, filver and gold^ 
in the proportion of 28 to 
1, and in other inftances of 
40 to 1, and 60 to 1, was 
repeatedly produced. 

Notwithftanding fuch 
unexceptionable evidence, 
the world ftill incredulous, 
and fufpefting deception, 
demanded further experi- 
ments; but the fanguine* 
expeftations of the friends 
of Dr. Price were checked 
and extinguifhed by the re* 
ply he made ; " The whole 
of my materials have been 
expended, in the experi- 
ments I made, and I cannot 
furnifh myfelf with more, 
but by a procefs tedious and 
operofe, whofe effefts I find 
have been already injurious 
to my health, and of which 
I decline the repetition.*' 

Whether the operator 
had impaired his fortune, 
his intdleft, or his fpirits, 
I cannot tell, but I under- 
ftand that he not long after 
died by his own hanos, and 
his fecret to the experimen- 



gentlemen, in the neighh- tal chymift, fo highly intc- 

ourhood of Guildford, the reftinff, perifhed with hinf» 

doftor's refidence, were Thephilofopher^andftatef- 

Vol, IV. K k man, 
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man, who may lament the 
lofs of an art, which would 
apparently have enabled 
us to pay ofF the national 
debt, and to fet at defi- 
ance, the exhaufting cir- 
cumftances of war, will 
however ceafe to repine, 
and eftimate the dottor's 
fecret at its proper value, 
when they are told, as he 
confeffed to a friend, a few 
months before his death, 
that the materials neceJTary to 
produce an ounce of gold^ cojl 
Jeventeen founds. 

PRO JECT OF BOURG. 
FONTAIN; a plan, 
iaid to have been concert- 
ed at a religious houfe of 
that name, in France, in 
the year 1621, for the pur- 
pofe of confulting on the 
means of abolilhing Chrif- 
tianity. 

The perfons mentioned, 
as having been prefent at 
thefe confultations, were 
the Abbot of St. Cyran, 
Janfen, Bifhop of Ypres, 
Robert Arnauld, and o- 
thers; this fabulous narra- 
tive, now almoft buried 
in oblivion, once excited 
a confiderable fenfation at 
Paris ; a pamphlet, written 
to eftablifh its exiftence, 
was fuppreffed by a public 



edia, and difgracefully 
burnt. It is noticed by 
Pafcal, in his Lettres Pro- 
vencalea, by Meynier, in 
the FaQa Janfenii, and was 
proved to be wholly a 
icheme of the Jefuits, to 
throw an odium on the 
Janfenifts, by Father Cle- 
mencet, one of the pious, 
learned, and indefatigable 
BenediQine Editors, to 
whom literature is.fo much 
indebted. 

My attention was called 
to this obfolete controvert 
fy, by the alarming publi- 
cation of Profeffor Robi- 
fon, who roundly charges 
the philofophers, fceptics, 
and free-mafons of the pre- 
fent day, with a regular and 
f)remeditated defign of the 
ame kind: I would wilh 
to do juftice to the inten- 
tions of the learned writer, 
but like other warm advo- 
cates, in fupport of a fa- 
vourite opinion, he proves 
too much. 

I agree with him in opi- 
nion on many of his data, 
and fubfcribe to the truth 
o{ fome of his ftatements; 
but in the ardour of zeal, 
or the fertility of a crea- 
tive imagination, he attacks 
monfters, and fights with 
giants, who exift only in 

his 
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JKis own fancy. I cannot 
fee, nor indeed do I be- 
lieve, that there has been 
any affociated body, col- 
leaed by a bond of union, 
by oath, or by co-opera- 
tion of defign, to under- 
mine the Chriftian religion, 
more than there has been 
in all ages and in all coun- 
tries, amongft the vicious, 
the profligate, and the un- 
principled. 

At every period of civi- 
lized fociety, there have 
been, and ever will be, 
bold, bad men, who, find- 
ing that the religious fyf- 
tems of their country flood 
in the way of their own 
criminal purfuits, have en- 
deavoured to ridicule, re- 
je6l,and difbelieve the one, 
rather than fet bounds to, 
pr mortify the other. 

This principle, rebelli- 
ous both againft reafon and 
revelation, originates from 
paflions, planted for the 
wifeft purpofes, in the hu- 
pian breaft, and of this 
CONSPIRACY, fo emphati- 
cally proclaimed by the 
profeffor, every man be- 
comes a member, who 
prefers illicit indulgence, 
to honeft gratification, and 
M^ho refills the falutary re- 
Kk 2 



ftraints of juftice and mo- 
deration. 

Perhaps this ingenious, 
but exaggerating writer, 
will be furprized and con- 
cerned, at being himfelf 
confidered as a conspira- 
tor AGAINST TRUTH AND 

common sense, as hath 
a&ually been the cafe, when 
he accufes refpedable bo- 
dies of men, of being dif- 
affefted to religion and or- 
der, who are in faft, as 
warmly attached to Chrifti- 
anity and regal govern- 
ment, as the zealous pro- 
feffor himfelf; but who do 
not injure the caufe they 
fupport, by rajh and ill 
adyifed alarms^ 

PROSPER, a very an, 
tient Roman Hiflorian, 
of whofe works only frag- 
ments now remain. 

Yet we may record as a 
curiofity, that a coUeQion 
of his literary relifts, was 
publiflied at Florence in 
1676, by Curtianus Inge- 
ramius. 

The real author of this 
fplendid and ingenious for- 
gery, was Thomas Foedrus. 

PUBLIC SINGERS and 
PLAYERS at ROME, 
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We learn from an antient 
hiftorian, part of the pre- 
cautionary difcipline prac- 
tifcd by them; the firft I 
do not cxaflly underftand, 
and the fecond is a fubjeft 
I will not enter on; " plum- 
beam chartam fupinus pec- 
tore fuftinebant, enemate 
ct vomitu purgabant, po- 
mis et cibis qfficiojis abfti- 
nucre:" this helps to ex- 
plain a pafTage I have read 
in fome modern poet. 

'Black - friars annalls him 
were pleafed to call^ 

The warden of apotheca- 
ries hall ; 

And when fo dignified, he'd 
not forbear, 

That operation which the 
leara'd declare. 

Gives a fine voice and 
makes the ladies fair. 

RELIGIO BESTIA- 
NIM, a controver- 
fial work, written by the 
learned Jefuit Theophilus 
Raynaucl, the author of 
nineteen volumes in folio, 
of works principally on 
religion, or fubiefts con- 
netted with it, but much 
of it rendered by the dif- 
curfiVe genius, acute ver- 
iisuiliiys and critical fagatity 



of Raynaud, not unplea« 
fant reading. 

In this immenfe edition: 
of his works, which he be-, 
gan, but did not live to 
fee completed, the work 
whofe title ftands at the 
head of this article, is not 
inferted, either from the 
holy father acquiring dif- 
cretion with grey hairs, or 
from the prudential mo- 
tives of his pofthumous 
Editor; but if any of my 
readers poffefs it, and will 
venture to truft it in my 
poffeffion, their delivering 
it to my publiflier, Mr. 
Kerby, who will give them 
a receipt for the fame, will 
be efteemed as a confidera- 
ble favor; and utilefs I am 
at a very remote diftance 
from the metropolis, itihall 
be .returned in ten days. 

Had not the fpirit of 
Raynaud been brokenearly 
in life, by rigid application, 
and afterwards by the def- 
potifm of his order, he 
might not have written fo 
voluminoufly, but I think 
ht would have made an 
eminent fatirift, and an ex- 
cellept general critic ; ap- 
plying powers like his to 
obfcure controverCes now 
almoft forgotten, was like 
breaking 
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breaking the windows of a 
man who had offended one 
with five guinea pieces, or 
cutting blocks with a ra- 
zor. 

ROADS. To feel pro- 
perly the pleafure and 
comfort of a modern turn- 
pike, we ought to have 
travelled with our grand- 
fathers, when a journey to 
London, was the laborious 
effort of three weeks or a 
month, and the traveller 
took a formal leave of all 
his friends, fettled his 
books, and made his will. 

To the projectors and 
executors of the prefent 
X^fe and fpeedy communi- 
cations, between diftant 
parts of the kingdom, we 
are certainly much indebt- 
' ed, but I fear that in this, 
as in other inftances, an 
improvement through ob- 
ftinacy or prepofterous ca- 
price, has been converted 
into a grievance. 

In great thoroughfares, 
high poft-roads, and in 
neighbourhoods rendered 
"wealthy by commercial fuc- 
cefs, or the diffufion 6f he- 
reditary wealth,, goodroads 
are a fair and juftifiable 
fpecies of luxury ; but in 
fequeftered defolate fitua- 



tions, reforted to neither 
for. pleafure or bufinefs, , 
where a poft-chaife is not 
feen once a month, and a 
gentleman's carriage fcarce- 
ly ever paffes, it is not on- 
ly abfurd, but felfilh and 
oppreffive, for any indivi^ 
dual overburthened with 
leifure bile, or delicate 
feelings, to quarrel with 
roads and crofs roads» 
where his predeceffors and 
relations, have themfelves 
driven their teams, and to 
harrafs his country neigh- 
bours with furveyors and 
indictments, at a heavy ex- 
pence of time, labor, and 
money. 

To wade in mud to the 
horfes middle, and to rif- 
que our necks in rutts which 
bury the wheels, is nei- 
ther wifhed for nor meant; 
but circumftance and fitu- 
ation ought to be attended 
to, and as the occupiers of 
eftates for the moft part 
pay every tax, and every 
out-going, if gentlemetn of 
large fortune will have their 
lanes and by-ways convert- 
ed into garden-gravel walks, 
it is unjuft and inhuman, 
to lay fo heavy an impoft 
on their tenants. . 

I need not remind^ 'ny 

readers, that in France the 

execrable 
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execrable corvees, or as 
we fliould call them high- 
way ftatutes, were a fruit- 
ful fource of difcontent, 
and with other caiifes con- 
fpired to wean the affec- 
tions- of a numerous clafs 
from their fuperiors, and I 
know at the prefent mo- 
ment, to individuals, in 
diftant and different parts 
of the kingdom, in whofe 
charafters, as magiflrates 
and country gentlemen, 
I fhould be puzzled to find 
a fault, but who indulging 
the fafhionable, the ufeful 
fpirit of road - mending, 
have purfued it with fuch 
indifcreet zeal jmd vigor, 
that though once extremely 
popular, they are now ge- 
nerally detefted. One of 
them is afraid to leave his 
manfion unattended, and 
the other is fled to the dif- 
fipation of a watering place, 
from the curfes and execra- 
tions of the farmers. 

Each of thefe gentlemen 
was the only perfon in his 
parifh who kept a pofl- 
chaife, and finding that 
rough travelling was not 
pleafant ; at the trifling ex- 
pence of three or four hun- 
dred pounds oi'.t of other 
pea^le^s pockets^ they have 
procfrred fpacious and ex- 



cellent roads, from which 
one of them fled, before 
they were compleated, and 
the other neither vifits or 
enjoys them. 

ROSS, ALEX ANDER, 
a learned and copious 
writer of the feventeenth 
century, whofe name wmU 
probably be preferved lon- 
ger in the following lines' 
of Butler's Hudibras, than 
by his own works. 

^* There was an antient 

fage philofopher, 
Who had req-d Alexander 

Rofs overs" 

If the following lift of 
his works be correft, as I 
have reafon to think it is, 
a perufal of them w«is no 
very e<^fy tafk. 

1 De rebus Judaicis. 

2 An Expofition of the 

firfl fourteen Chapter^ 
of the Book of Gene? 
fjs. 

3 Rafura Tonforis. 

4 Mel Helic Onium. 

5 Myflagogus Poeticus. 

6 Virgilius Evangelizans, 

7 Chrifliados Poematis 

libri xiii. 

8 Chimaera Pythagprica. 

9 The new Planet, no 

Planet. 

to Meditations 
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io Meditations on Predef- 
tination. 

11 Medicus Medicatus. 

12 The Philofophical To- 

uchftone. 

13 The Piaure of the 

Confcience. 

14 CoUoquia Plantina. 

15 A Tranflation of the 

Chriftian Divinity of 
Wollebius. 

16 Gnomologicum Poeti- 

cum. ' , 

17 Enchiridion Oratorum. 

18 Ifagoge Grammaticum. 

19 Arcana Microcofmi. 

20 A Caveat for reading 

the Alcoran. 
2-1 A Refutation of Dr. 
Brown's Vulgar Er- 
rors. 

22 A Refutation of Lord 

Bacon, Do6lor Har- 
vey, and others. 

23 An Epitome of Sir Wal- 

ter Raleigh's Hiftory. 

24 Obfcrvations on Sir 

Walter Raleigh. 

25 The fecond Part of the 

Hiftory of the World, 
being a continuation 
of Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh. 

26 Leviathan drawn out 

with a Hook. 

27 A View of all Religions 

in the World. 

28 Excrcifes on the re- 



maining Books of Ge- 
nefis. 

29 Meliflbmachia, 

30 Religlonis Apotheofis. "^ 

31 Paraphrafis Virgiliana. 

32 Virgilius triumphans. 

33 Pfychomachia Virgili7 

ana. 

34 Epigrammata Romana. 
The twenty -feventh ar- 
ticle difplays confiderable 
learning and information, 
and clearly afforded great^, 
hut unacknowledged help^ to 
an eminent writer, who 

Jlourijhed a few years fmcc 
on the fame fubjeO: : It is 
written according to the: 
tirefome cuftom of that 
age, in queftions and an- 
fwers. 

As connefted with the 
• fubjeft, the bookfeller had 
publUhed in tlui fame vo- 
lume, " The Revelation 
of certain notorious Ad- 
vancers of Herefy, and an 
afccount of their lives and 
ends, with feventeen heads." 
I obferve among them, Ser- 
vetus, and feveral of the 
Anabaptift leaders, who 
took poffeflion of the city 
of Munfter, and exercifea, 
during their ufurpation, fo 
fingular a union of enthu- 
fiaim, defpotifih," and fen- 
fuality. 

I know 
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I know not if the artift, 
from whofe drawings the 
figures were engraved, pof- 
feffed favourable opportu- 
nities, or whether he was 
fuccefsful in taking a like- 
nefsj but if there was any 
perfonalrefemblance, thele 
frightful and odious faces, 
admirably illuftrate the fyf- 
tem of Mr. Lavater ; I 
think I never beheld more 
favage and terrific coun- 
tenances. 

The fubjeft of our pre- 
fent article, Alexander 
Rofs, was originally a 
Scotch divine ; but tempt- 
ed by patronage, or im- 
pellcd by a change of opi. 
nions, quitted Aberdeen, 
where he officiated as mi- 
nifter, and conformed to 
the church of England ;^ 
was appointed chaplain to 
King Charles the Firft, and 
matter of the free-fchool 
at Southampton, which en- 
joys at the prefent time, 
the benefit of one of his 
teftamentary bequefts. 

By his literary labours 
and his fchool, he became 
wealthy; and as old age 
advanced, retiring from 
public life, paffed the re- 
mainder of his days in the 
family of tl^ Henley's, of 
Hampfhilffl believe the 



anceftors of the chancellof 
of that name; to whom 
(dying in 1654) he be- 
queathed a large library^ 
and a confiderable fum of 
money, a good part of 
which, the fortunate lega- 
tees found concealed a- 
mong his books, which the 
cautious divine, probably 
thought the fafeft place of 
depofit, in thofe turbulent . 
times; in this refpeQ:, he is 
faid to have been imitated 
by a munificent contribu- 
tor to the Britifh Mufeum, 
lately deceafed. 

ROYAL CORRES. 
PONDENCE, and 
an early inftance of the 
ecclefiaftic independence of 
a King of England; the 
inftance referred to, is a 
latin letter of William the 
Conqueror, lo Pope Gre- 
gory the feventh, written 
in 1076; its authenticity is 
confirmed by Baluzius, by 
Du Chefne, and a letter of 
the PontiflF himfelf, to 
which the epiftle I recite, 
was an anfwer; this lite- 
rary curiofity is to the fol- 
lowing purport. 

" To the moft excellent 

Gregory, the p;ous paft^or 

of the Chriftian church, 

William^ by the grace of 

> God, 
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trod, King of England, and 
Duke of Normandy, fend- 
cth greeting. 

The legate, Hubert, late- 
ly admoniftied me on the 
part of your Holinefs, that 
I fhould do fealty to yoii 
and your fuccenors ; he 
alfo reminded me of cer- 
tain fums, which the kings 
who preceded me ufually 
fciit to Rome. 

To the latter I made no 
objed:ion, but to the former 
I will never fubmit; I al- 
ways refufed, and ftill am 
, unwilling to do fealty to the 
Pope, becaufe I neither 
promifed to do it, nor is 
there any good evidence 
that my predeceffors have 
done it. 

Having been bufily em- 
ployed in France for nearly 
three vears, the Papal dues 
have been at times neglect- 
ed, but being by the mer- 
cy of divine Providence 
at length returned to my 
kingdom, the money which 
IS in the hands of the col- 
ledors, (hall be remitted 
by the legate, now depart- 
ing; what remains ihall be 
fent as opportunity fuiteth, 
by the legates of our trjfty 
Archbiihop Lanfranc. 

Continue holy Father to 
prav for as and the fafety 

Vol. IV. L 



of our kingdom, becaufe 
we have ever highly re- 
garded the holy See, and 
you above the reft we fm- 
cerely love and revere." 

It cannot be denied, that 
this letter of William the 
firft, is a proof of his good 
fenfe and fpirit, when we 
confider the power and in- 
fluence of the Pope feven 
hundred years ago, and that 
Gregory, to whom it is ad- 
dreffed, was remarkable for 
his arrogance and turbu- 
lency. 

This PontiflF afterwards 
exerted his epifcopal vigor^ 
towards other crowned 
heads, with more fuccefs ; 
if England was conquer- 
ed by the Norman, which 
a certain indignant writer 
is unwilling to allow, it was 
conquered by one who re- 
fitted the mcnacei of a. 
fpiritual tyrant, whofc ana- 
themas at that period, were 
the dread of Europe. 

RUSSIA, htc Emprcfs 
of. The foilowin;; 
fiiort but ar.ima'ed (ketch 
of this extraordinary wo- 
man, is by a vrfter, who 
has often c^yntributed to, 
and always done honor to 
this coHcction, 

" Tha^ Eoiprefs Cathe- 
i ri;^ 
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rine, who endeavoured to 
efface the remembrance of 
enormous crimes, by ftre- 
ngth of charafter, ought 
not to quit the fcene with- 
out notice: great in all her 
paflions, the burft on the 
mafter vice of the human 
heart, ambition, and all 
THE Russ.iAS Were not fuf- 
ficient to quench her third 
for dominion ; in this pur- 
fuit, reftrained by no con- 
fiderations of humanity, 
flie waded thrbjugh blood 
to the throne. 

*' She may be confidered 
as the laft of that order of 
defpots, who confider the 
whole human race, as only 
created for the ufe of fove- 
reigns, and we have every 
reafon to believe, from the 
univerfal diffufion of in- 
formation, from the ad- 
vanced and progreffi ve ftate 
of improvement in legifla- 
ture, policy, and fcience, 
that tyranny muft hence- 
forth clothe itfelf in the 
garb of meeknefs. 

" If the vices of Cathe- 
rine were odious, her at- 
' c^Jievements were brilliant 
and meritorious ; fhe civi- 
lized hordes of barbarians, 
promoted the ufeful and 
elegant arts, and cherifhed 
the happinefs of the great 



body of her people ; fof^ 
tening flavery by comfort, 
flie decoratea her metropo-* 
lis with the fame zeal and 
fpirit, as a country gentle- 
man would improve his 
eftate* 

" Her literary and fcien- 
tific eftablilhments, her mi- 
litary and naval rewards 
were magnificent and libe- 
ral, and although the fplen- 
dor of her reign be but 
a feeble compenfation in 
the eye of philofophy and 
reafon, for outraged nature, 
few fovereigns have left . 
more copious materials, and 
few pofTefs fuch well-found- 
ed claims to high panegyric 
from future poets and hif- 
torians." 

It is not my defign to di- 
minifh or augment the tri- 
bute of fuch rational praife, 
I with only to obferve, that 
if the philofophers, politi- 
cians, theorifts\ and atheifts 
of France, in their war of 
word« and blows, had met 
with the firm fubtlety of 

the RUSSIAN AUTOCRATIX, 

to counteraft their feloni- 
ous arts, the golden fcep- 
tre of monarchy, touched 
by the magic Talifman of 
metaphyficalfedition,wou'd 
never have been converted 
into the iron rod of re- 
pub- 
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publican defpotifm. 

The intrepid, the eagle- 
eyed Catherine, would in- 
fiantly have feen, and in- 
ftantly have defeated their 
infidious purpofe : Mira- 
beau, Tallien, Marat, Ro- 
berfpierre, and a long 
catalogue of guilty men, 
would have fattened the 
vultures, or toiled in the 
mines of Siberia. 

The groflhefs and vari- 
ety of her amours, have 
otten been cenfured, and 
often been e5caggerated; in 
a confidential converfation 
with one of her own fex, 
who is the fubjefl: of an 
acrimonious article, in a 
former volume of this col- 
lection, (he imputed this 
criminal obliquity, to con- 
ftitutional plethera, and . 
extraordinary nervous fuf- 
ceptibility ; an excufe, 
which every woman, of a 
full habit and a warm ima- 
gination, might as fairly 
Elead, and eafily prevent 
y regimen and a low diet : 
her imperial majefty added 
another reafon, that fhe 
could never depend on the 
fincerity of any friends, 
counfellors and command- 
ers, 'till fhe had attached 
them to her by the gentleft, 
but moil indiUoluble of all 

L 1 



ties. We cannot be furpri- 
zed at the vigor, fticcefs, 
and fidelity of chiefs, who 
united paiuon with princi- 
ple, and love with loyjflty. 
What would not an army 
of fifty thoufand men, each 
of them ardently in love 
with his royal miftrefs, and 
not without a hope of de- 
ferving the imperial hand- 
kerchief; what is there, 
fuch an army would not 
accomplilh ? a military 
force, animated by the vi- 
vifying and congenial prin- 
ciple, and conduced by 
wifdom, I would not dread 
encountering with Moreau, 
Maflena, or Buonaparte, 
though liberty, equality, 
univetfal fufFrage, and the 
rights of man, were march- 
ing in battle array before 
them, 

SALLUST, addition to. 
This eloquent hiftori- 
an, fo fevere on the vices 
and imperfeftions of others, 
but fo flagitious himfelf, 
was anative of Amiternum, 
or as it is now called, Sit. 
Vitorino, originally a town 
of the Sabines. 

The year of Salluft's 

birth was marked by two 

events, the facking of A- 

thens, and the birth of Ca- 

2 tuUus ^ 
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tuUus; being chofen tri- 
bune of the people, he 
became the political ad- 
verfary of Cicero and his 
client, Milo, and was re-^ 
proached by the latter, for 
being detefied in an in- 
trigue with a daughter of 
Sylla; this tranfadion is 
iuppofed to be alluded to 
by Horace, in his feventh 
iatire; the Sailuft, to whom 
Horace addreffes the ode, 
beginning with NuUus ar- 
gento color eft avaris, wa& 
nephew to the fubjeft of 
the prefent article. 

Having been expelled 
£rom the fenate for various 
enormities, he was reftored 
by Julius Caefar^ and ap- 
pointed proefeft of Numi- 
dia ; returned rich from 
that country, he built a 
magnificent palace, and laid 
out extenlive gardens on 
the Quirinal hill ; this part 
of modern Rome ftill re- 
tains his name, and a por- 
tion of it is occupied by 
the church of St. Sufan- 
nah. 

The confpiracy of Cati- 
line, and the Jugurthine 
war, are the only acknow- 
ledged productions of Sai- 
luft, now remaining entire; 
two orations, addrefl'ed to 
Caefar, frequently attribu- 



ted to him, have exercifcd 
the pens of the fchaliafts 
and commentators, if not 
genuine, they do him no 
difcredit; "iEtatem Augufc 
tanam redolent;" a third, 
againft Cicero, fometimes 
called Salluft's,* is now ge- 
nerally thought t:he wock 
of Porcius Latro, 

Various have been the 
opinions on the ftylc and 
merits of Sailuft, as an. 
hiftorical writer; by fome 
he hath been extravagantly 
extolled, while others have 
as violently cenfured him, 
for adopting an obfolete 
idiom, and obfcure phrafe-. 
ology ; Afinius Pollio ac- 
cufes him of a licentiou& 
exaggeration of fa6b, ini 
order to gratify his owa 
humour, intereft, or re- 
fentment; a charge, if true, 
the moft ferious that caa 
be brought againft an bi£» 
torian^ 

Yet we muft not haftily^ 
condemn a writer, who is 
praifed by Tacitus,' an au- 
thor not very lavifti of pa-. 
negyric, who is pronoun- 
ced by Martial, the firft of 
Roman hiftorians, and men- 
tioned with refpeft by St, 
Auftin : the works of Sai- 
luft were tranflated into 
Greek, by Denobius, a 
fophift, 
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fdphift, and the favourite 
&f the Emperor' Marcian y 
and a copious commentary 
was written on them^ by 
eminent Grammarian, 



an 



both? of which, the original 
ivork has furvived, 

ST. JOHN, Henry, Vif. 
count Bolingbroke, the 
afibciate, and afterwards 
due ftuccefsful rival of Ro- 
bert Harley, Earl of Ox- 
fbcd. 

Having been baniftied 
foon after the acceffion of 
the Hanover family, for his 
pcHitical obliquities, and 
attachment to the houfe of 
Stewart, this ftatefaian con- 
trived by certain political 
inan££aivres which have 
been never clearly under- 
j&ood^ to make his peace at 
St. James's, and his out- 
lawry was reverfed. 

Not Idng after, he vio- 
lently oppofed the minifter, 
and a moft elaborate pane- 
gyric was addreffed to him 
by a well-knpwn poet of 
that day, in which he at- 
temptea to clothe his hero 
in virtues, which it was 
well - known Bolingbroke 
laughed at and defpifed. 

He defcribes the ftatef- 
man in his philofophical 
retirement, praifes his turn 
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for agriculturaT purfuits^ 
and his fondnefs of rural 
fports ; tells of liis building 
a palace at Dawley and cal- 
ling it a farm; fays that hi^ 
eloquence detains the en- 
raptured gueft till midnight, 
that his canverfation at ta- 
ble, is the feaft of reafon, 
and the flow of foul, and 
concludes with an abufive 
apoftrophe, againft a coun- 
try and an adminiftration^ 
which had doomed fo great 
and good a man, at once the 
glory and fhame of England, 
to oofcurity and repofe. 

A certain literary friend 
of the premier, irritated by 
what he confidered as groft 
mifreprefentation, anfwer- 
ed the man of verfe in a 
fpirited way, affured him 
it was impoffible to recog- 
nize St. John, in the dif- 
guife in which he had wrap-, 
ped himfelf, for the poet 
had compared him to a 
God vifiting the earth. 

^' With whom can fuch 

abufive lies prevail? 
Or who believes the prof- 

tituted tale ? 
If George is Jove, fure 

every man muft own, 
St. John the Titan who 

aflail'd his throne ; 

But 
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But baffled in his plan fo 

wild and vain. 
Our thund'rer hurl'd him 

to the earth again, 
With mercy heard him 

groaning for reprieve, 
Forgave his wrongs and 

bade the rebel live. 
How ill his praftice jufti- 

fics his plea, 
How ill his pardon and his 

crimes agree. 
Abroad, forfwearing evVy 

trait'rous deed, 
At home, refolving blindly 

to proceed ; 
Renewing all the rancour 

of his mind 

In patriot maflc and liber- 
ty's fair guife, 

Bidding fell difcord and 
rebellion rife. 

Dawley may triumph in its 
builder's art. 

And ftand fit emblem of its 
owner's heart ; 

Tho' low its name, yet pom- 
pous is its frame. 

The words and deeds of 
St. John are the fame; 

Humbled with guilt pre- 
tending to appear. 

With vows repentant mocks 
the public ear; 

But out of fight all chican- 
xy and cheat 



Again wou'd his duplicity 

difplay. 
Again be trufted, and again 

betray. 
In pow'r abufing ev'ry fa- 

cred truft ; 
Ungrateful, cruel, treache- 
rous, and unjuft. 
But when difmifs'd impa- 

tient of the fting ; 
A traitor to his Saviour and 

his king; 
This is the hero whom thy 

verfe belies, 
Honeft. and gen'rous, vir- 
tuous and wife, 
Wou'd hiftory and painting 

lend their aid. 
What horrid deeds, had 

Dawley's walls difplay'd? 
What fcenes of rapine, luftj 

deceit, wou'd rife ; 
Heroes in exile, and be- 

tray'd allies ; 
In fpite of all that god-like 

Marlb'rough won. 
The Lilly trampled and the 

Gaul undone ; 
In fpite of all — ^ -«- — . 

The Britifh lion hunted 

from the field. 
And to a proftrate foe com- 

pell'd to yield ; 
Thefe were thy glories St. 

SIN- 
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SINCERITY IN 
COURTSHIP. 

The following anecdote 
of certain inaufpicious nup- 
tials, I will not authenticate, 
left I fhould give pain to a 
worthy man, which in eve- 
ry inftance has been care- 
fully avoided in' this col- 
leftion, although the con- 
trary hath been aflerted; 
particularly in an article of 
a former volume, which de- 
fcribed a fingular inftance 
of accumulated diftrefs.in 
one family; I know that 
pain was inflifted by th6 
narrative I produced, and I 
confefs that I meant to give 



pain, 



but it was to two 



odious and worthlefs cha- 
rafters, who had direSly 
or collaterally been the 
caufe of all the mifery that 
was endured ; but I muft 
not forget the unlucky wed- 
ding, though I have fqp- 
preffed names, the faft, for 
feveral reafons, deferves 
recording. 

A gentleman of fortune 
and good fenfe, but fome- 
what hafty in his temper, 
had for feveral years ad- 
dreffed a young woman of 
his own age and rank, and 
after the ufual delays, had 
at laft prevailed on her to 
accept his hand ; the party 



went from church to the 
houfe of a near relation, 
at a few miles diftance, and 
the day, as was cuftomary 
at that period, pafTed in 
merriment and feafting. At 
a late hour, the bride was 
condufted to bed, and her 
impatient lover, fcarcely 
yet a hun)and, after evad- 
ing the fnares of intoxica- 
tion, and. the contrivances 
of mifchievous fun, hur- 
ried to his miftrefs's bed- 
chamber. 

3ut the company was in 
a fliort time alarmed by an 
outcry that the gentleman, 
after remaining a few mi- 
nutes, had fuddenly quit- 
ted the room, rufhed down 
ftairs, and left the houfe 
without uttering a word. 

The night, which pro- 
mifed pleafanter things, 
concluded in buttle and 
confternation ; inftead of 
foft fighs, rapturous kiffes^ 
and the gentle violence of 
hymeneal love, hyfteric 
fcreams, hartfliorn, long fa- 
ces, burnt feathers, and con- 
fufion. Meflengers were 
difpatched in fearch of the 
bridegroom, to his own 
houfe and other places, in 
vain. 

It was not without great 

difficulty, and after feveral 

months 
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months had pafled, that any 
explanation of this lingular 
feceffion could be procur- 
ed from the lady ; after 
leading queftions and dif- 
tant hints, fuch as counfel, 
learned in the law^arq fome- 
times obliged to have re- 
courfe to, with reluSant 
witne (Tes, it at lalt came oiU^ 
that her hufband had un- 
drelTed; and having raifed 
part of the covering of the 
bed, as if in the aft of 
ftepping in, had aUAoft im- 
mediately replaced them, 
put on his cloaths, and re- 
tired as haih been already, 
related. 

He never faw his wife 
again, and fettled on her a 
feparate maintenance, more 
than was proportionate to 
the income of his eftate, 
but never could be pre- 
'vailed on to account for 
his diftrefling and indeco- 
rous departure; indeed it 
is difficult to imagine any 
circumftance which could 
palliate or warrant fuch a 
proceeding. 

The world, which on 
thefe and many other oc- 
cafions, is kind enough to 
guefs at, or find out the 
motives of all our aCtions, 
determined at once that the 
lady had crooked legs, wax 



warped in the back, or m 
fome way halt or mis- 
fliapen ; other reafons ftill 
more unpropitious were 
given, which I will not 
mention ; fhe lived and 
died a virgin wife. 

The circumftance is in- 
troduced in this place, to 
prefs a praftical confidera- 
tion of it on young people 
and their friends, if they 
wifh to fecure a profpe(i 
of rational happincfs in 
wedlock : courtfhip, it is 
true is generally a mafque^ 
fade, and, to a certain de« 
gree, perhaps it is impofli-^ 
ble it fhould be otherwife; 
few women would receive 
a lover in their night-caps^ 
or with the diftrattions of 
faro furrowing their brows> 
and he who afpires to the 
fame of being a favourite 
with the ladies, will in ge- 
neral refrain from vifiting 
them, with the fteams of a 
ftew, or the naufeoua ex- 
halations of a drunken club 
hanging about him; ourbeft 
looks as well as our beft 
cloalhs are generally refer- 
ved for fuch occafions; ftill 
I profefs myfelf a fworn e- 
nemy to concealment and 
difguife, on points, with 
which health of body,peacc 
0% mind, and domeftic com- 
• fort 
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fort ate intimately blend- 
ed. 

I neither wifti or expeft 
female delicacy to be dif- 
treflcd by mortifying con- 
feffions and awkward avow- 
als, and as to common im- 
pedimentSj a man fhould 
keep his eyes open, and 
have his fcnfes about him ; 
yet, if I had made an offer 
of my fervices to a lady, 
in whofe family exijling cir- 
cumjlanccs were unpropiti- 
ous, I fhould venerate and 
almofl adore a father, an 
uncle, or a guardian, who 
fhould inform me that the 
goddefs of my idolatry 



fhake their heads, and tell 
me," that if my fyflem was 
literally and flriftly adopt- 
ed, half the weddiijigs which 
take place would be pre- 
vented, and population fuf- 
feir; perhaps thdy are right, 
but how much individual 
unhappinefs would be pre- 
vented; and furely the ftate 
of a cheerful old maid, or 
a dry old batchelor, who 
takes good care of his ne- 
pihews, his nieces, and him- 
felf^ is a thoufand times 
more defirable than that of 
a wretched parent, ago- 
nized half his life by the 
deaths, diflortions, and fa- 



could' only be kept flraight tuity of his puny offspring. 



by -^fleel and whaldbone ; 
that her form was fo un- 
fymmetrical, as to difqua- 
lify her for fulfilling the 
firft great command; that 
a very near relation was 



A lively and a lovely 
woman, often mentioned 
in this workj having, in 
addition to her various 
thefts, flokn a fight of this 
article, in an unfinifhed 



urtder the care of Doftor flate,infifls that certain pre- 
Willis; or that their blood ' liminary queftions fhall in 



had been unhappily conta- 
minated by fcrophula; but 
to make fuch -unpieafant 
difcoveries, and the firfl 
ni^ht, mufl, either to man 
or woman, be a moft irri- 
tating circumflance. 

Certain fage matrons, to 
whom I have communicat- 
ed my opinion, on this and 
other fubjefts, generally 



Vol. IV. 



M m 



future be put 'to all men 
and women, previous to the 
marriage-ceremony. 

Thofe to be put to the 
latter, fuch as, are your 
legs flraight? Is your fhape 
taper? &c. &c. &c. fhe 
leaves to gentlemen to draw 
up; but among the quef- 
tions to be put to the lords 
of the creation^ fhe wifhes 



the 
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the fallowing to be intro- 
duced. 

How many horfes, and 
how many grooms have you 
at Newmarket) and what are 
your engagements there? 

Will you promife, ^ if 
you meet a black-Ugs^ the 
day you are goiug to be 
married, that you wi!l not 
fay to him, in my healing; 
" I am very forry, Dick, 
I cannot go to **** \^ith 
you juft now ; but if you 
wil 1 wait at the folly a little, 
I (hall have done with this 
woman in lefs than an hour, 
and will come directly to 
you? 

If you fliouldmake fuch 
a flip, and I ihould be fuch 
a dcvtli/h good kind of crta- 
iv^t as to excufe it, will 
you promife, upon your 
honor, to be fatisfied with 
getting drunk three times a 
week? 

What is your prefent fe- 
male eftablifliment; your 
previous attachments; it 
would be illiberal to expect 
you to drop, but may 1 de- 
pend on your not enlarg- 
ing them ? 

Have you more than fix 
acknowledged natural chil- 
dren ? Tbofe fupfrcjfed in 
the Foundling Holpital, and 
country work-houfes, are 



of courfe out of the quef- 
tion ? 

Will you permit my 
guardian to have half an 
hours converfation with you 
in the prefence of the phy- 
fician, furgeon, apotheca-* 
ry, nurfe, and laundrefs, 

}rou have employed for the 
aft five years ? 

Will you abjlainfrom chew-^ 
ing lemon-peel for one wcek^ 
and tobacco for the reft of 
your life ? 

Can you produce receipts 
in full from your Oxford 
and London tradefmen ? 
Are the title-deeds of yout 
eftate in your own pofTef- 
fion ? 

Who fvffers for yoi^^ at 
Bath, and the watering pla- 
ces? Will you fubmit to 
pafs one evening in a week 
at home, and without com- 
pany ? 

In cafe of a young fa- 
•mily, will you enter into a 
bond, under confiderable 
penalties, to indulge me in 
a favorite plan of domeftic 
education, and if not qua- 
lified to fuperintend ?.nd 
direft, will you engage not 
to place any impediments 
in my way, but to ftreng- 
then my authority by your 
prefence and approbation? 
Will you promife, in cafe 

of 
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of compliance with thefe you regularly retired intoxicct' 

various requeftf, and howt- ed^ and placed your dcarcjl 

ver encouraged by elevated ex- friend y^rfelf by my Jide^ at 

ample^ not to'%reak out iiv* midnight^ on a fopha; yawn- 



to paOionate exclamations 
before the fervants, fuch 

THIS DAMNED WOMAN 



a^, 

POISONS 



ALL MY COMr 



tORTS, &C. &C.? 



ing and exclaiming as you went 
Ota ; '* You fee^ George, men 
and their wives are the duUeJl 
devils in the worlds and the 
worfi company : though you 



Do you believe there is were confcious at the fame time^ 

tliat the companion you affigned 
me to^ was the firfl winner of 
my virgin hearty but after^ 
wards jeduced by mercenary 
views^ and the redeeming his 



a God, and that he fent a 
Redeemer to die for man- 
kind ? Do you agree that 
your family fhall devote 
one day in feven to prayer 



and thanksgiving, that you efl/rte from a heavy mortgage. 
will at lead once in that to form an alliance with Jplen- 
day, accompany m^ and didmifery. 
your children to ibme pub- If you fliould be fo un* 
lie place of worfhip? Will fortunate at the gaming- 
yoii on the Sabbath-day ab- table as to lofe not only all 
ftain from routes, card-par- your money, but all your 

credit, will you promiie not 
to uke a wild young man 
of family and fortune to 
board and lodge in your man- 
iion-houfe, at an extrava- 
gant price, telling him at 
the fame time, with a wink 
and a (ignificant look at me, 
that you will find him in 
every thing ? 

Will you engage, if ever 
you condefcend to accom- 
pany your wife to the play, 
not to get up at the end of 
the third aft, in a fide box, 
a crowded houfe, and Mrs* 
Siddons on the ftage, and 



ties, gi-ving dinners, and 
long joumies? 

If notwithRjanding all my 
precautions, it fhould be 
my misfortune to have a 
vicious, unfeeling hufband, 
and to be^at laft driven by 
a mutual union of folly, 
refentment, and infatuation 
to Doctors Commons; will 
you allow it to be fome ex- 
tenuation of my crime; 
" That I was carried to a 
country- box, in a remote county^ 
with one of your dearejl friends 
upon earthy and that during 
the whole time of your flay^ 



M m 2 
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fay in an audible voice, 
taking out your watch at 
the fame time, " Well my 
dear, you'll excufe me, but 
/ mujt ftcp into the lobby, 
and have a peep at the flefh 
market, all the ^\'orld will 
be there?" 

And if yoxx Jliould happen 
to forget this promife, and 
I by way of anfwer, fay, 
*' pray pleafe yourfelf, I 
* am vaftly well entertained 
here, I may depend on 
your coming time enough 
to fee me to the carriage;" 
will you further promife, 
not to anfwer, in a loud 
voice, fo loud as to attrafl: 
the attention of the whole 
houfe; *' DAMMEE ma'm, 

DO YOU MEAN TO INSULT 
ME? 

But the queftions of Ma- 
dam Beaux Yeux have led 
me aft ray, into the land of 
promife ; ^nd I hafl:en to 
conclude the article, with 
a ftory, which thofe who 
oppofe my doftrine of un- 
j-eferved previous commu- 
nications, tell, by way of 
laughing me out of my 
fyllem; it is I believe ta- 
ken from a work of fome 
celebrity in its way, for- 
merly pubhfhed by Mr. 
Jofeph Miller, of faceti- 
ous mcm'ory, and has gone 



through many edilions. 

"Before we go to churchy" 
faid a lover in humble life, 
to his fweetheart, on the 
morning of their wedding- 
day, " I think it but honeft 
to own, that I have occa- 
fionally, been too intimate 
with the fexton's daugh- 
ters ; but I hope it will 
make no difference between 
us." " None in the leaft, 
love," replied the bride, 
very coolly, ^' I admire 
your candour, and will imi- 
tate it; on moft of Uhofe 
nights you were toying 
with the daughter, I was 
romping with h^ brother 
in the next room." 

Excufez moi mon eme- 
tique, et je vous en excu- 
ferai votre lavement, was 
a proverbial expreflion, 
current for time immemo- 
rial, in a kingdom, which 
with all its aflPeQation of 
refinement and fuperiority, 
has exhibited at every pe- 
riod, and ftill continues to 
exhibit, a contradictory u- 
nion of gallantry and mean- 
nefs, groffnefs and gaiety, 
politenefs and barbarifm. 

One of their greatefl: 
monarchs is faid to have 
given an audience to. his 
miniftcr on a chaife pcrce; 
and the Editqr of this col- 
Icclion, 
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leQipn, paffed a day, at no 
very diftant period, with 
two modern Gallic repub- 
licans, who fancy them- 
felves, and are generally 
conlidered, as leading cha- 
rafters at Paris. After long 
and elaborate harangues 
on the want, not only of 
moral rectitude, but good 
manners, ^ under the old 
court, one of thefe imma- 
culate heroes offered of- 
fenfive and indecorous at- 
tentions to the miftrefs of 
the houfe, where he was 
hofpitably entertained; and 
the other, whofe inordinate 
appetites appear to have 
taken a direftion wholly to 
eating and drinking, coolly 
and cautioufly felefted the 
prime part of the whole 
defert, and without a blufh, 
or offering to Ihare with 
any one, what he had fo 
carefully chofen, voraci- 
oufly, and with the geftures 
and mufic of a hog, de- 
voured the whole, before 
any one at table, man, wo- 
man, or child, had touched 
or tafted the fruit. 

Such are thefe reformers 
of public nuifances; fuch 
thefe improvers of the in- 
tercourfe of private life; 
fuch are the conquerors 
jmcj modellers of the world, 



wJiofe precepts and examr 
pies are to be preferred to 
the wifdom of ages, whofe 
chimaeras are to fubvert 
thofe venerable and whol- 
fome inftitutions, to which 
we are indebted for pur 
wealth, oujr national cha- 
rafter, our domeftic com- 
fort, and our internal peace. 
But I thank God we know 
and fee enough of thefe 
Gracchi complaining of fedi^ 
tion^ to guard again ft them ; 
plundered Europe, awful- 
ly inftrufls us, that the 
only mode of receiving a 
Frenchman, is on the point 
of a bayonet; and that the 
mouth of a cannon, is the 
only fafe way of treating 
their fophiftry, fwindling 
and hypocritic cant, which 
has uniformly been to fe- 
duce, delude, and deceive 
thofe, whom they mean 
afterwards to murder and 
rob. 

. Their treatment of the 
Swifs, and their bafe mode 
of proceeding, when they 
invaded Egypt, forcibly 
exemplifies the principles 
of their fyftem, and have 
opened the eyes of every 
man, who is not determin- 
ed to be blind. 

To thofe who agree m 
execrating fuch conduft, 

but 
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but who a(k, of what avail 
is refiftance, which has hi- 
therto been wholly inefFec- 
lual ? I anfwer, that in our 
cafe, it has not; that our 
vidories have been fplen- 
di^ and decifiye; that we 
bave not loft on(5 particle 
of earth, or one nich of 
fpace, on the furface of 
the globe; but on the con- 
trary, have made very con- 
fiderable acquifitions of 
both. 

We have driven the 
aflaflin, the ravilher, the 
fpoiicr, the atheift, and the 
robber from our dwellings; 
but fuppofmg that we had 
not, it is furel^ better to 
pay an Englifti affefs, two 
ihillings in the pound, than 
a French fcoundrel, the 
whole twenty ; and if we 
muft ultimately fink, which 
I believe and tryft y/e Ihall 
not, as firmly as I beli<evfi 
there is a Creator and Di- 
reftor of the univerfe; it 
is furely better and more 
honourable to die fighting 
for our wives, our chil- 
dren, our holy religion, 
and our property, than ig- 
n6minioufly to comprornife 
with an infidious and rapa- 
cious foe, who in every 
4:ountry he has conquered, 



or made ptact tuith^ has a&ed 
neither ^ith the fpirit, feel- 
ing, or moderation of a 
chriftian^ a philofopher, a 
gentleman, or even a hu- 
man creature. 
• Would any reafonable 
being defire to live, if the 
condition attached to it, 
were, that he Ihould be 
fubjcft to the cruel capri- 
ces of an American favage, 
or be fraternally chained to 
an Ourang Outang ? 

SONNETS, addition to 
an article under that 
title, in a former volume. 

I was not withdut hope$ 
that public patronage, and 
general eiiimation, had di- 
mlnilhed the anxieties of 
Mrs. Smi^ba ^ favorite in 
the walks of plaintive poe- 
try; froa> the following 
produ£lion of hex pen, this 
does not appear to be th^ 
cafe. 

Perhaps, in minds habi- 
jtuated to (brrow, and where 
the minute hand of time 
has for a long time pointed 
to ill-ftarred hours, i% is 
not eafy to fhake off melan- 
choly ideas, even when the 
clouds of adverfity are dif- 
fipated ; in fuch cafes, the 
poetefs often remains fad 

and 
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and inconfolabie^ when tlie 
voman is placid and i'e- 
rene. 

Yet furely the fentiments 
and fituation defcribed in 
the. fonnet I am going to 
produce, fomewhat anala- 
gpus to paffages in Para- 
dife Lolt, and Young's 
Night Thoughts, are too 
decifively wretched, and 
forlorn, to be altoge-ther 
fiditious. 

SONNET, 
BY MRS. SMITH. . 

Swift fty the billowy clouds 
along the fky. 
Earth leems to fti udder 
at the ftorm aghaft 
While only beings as foi*- 
lorn as I, 
Court the chill horrors 
of. the howling blaft. 
E'en round yon crumbling 
walls in fearch of food, 
The rav'nous owl fore- 
goes his evening flight, 
And in his cave within the 
deepeft wood, 
The fox eludes the tem- 
ped of the night. 
But to my heart congenial 
is the gloom, 
Which hides me from a 
world I wifli to Ihun, 
And fcenes where ruin faps 
the mould'ring tomb, 



Suit with the faduefs of 
a wretch undone. 
Nor is the deepeft (hade» 
the keeneft air. 

Black as my fate, or cold 
as my defpair. 

I cannot but think that 
the following words of Mil- 
ton and of Young, were in 
the mind of the writer, 
while (he compofed her 
fonnet. 

" Congenial horrors 

hail ! 
Ye fuit my temper well; 

The day too ftiort for my 
diftrefs, and night, 

E'en in the zenith of her 
• dark domain 

Is funthine to the color of 
my fate. 

SPECTACLE, a fhock- 
ing one. 

An "inhabitant of Paris, 
hearing that a certain houfe 
wab to be let, in which he 
had formerly been told, 
there was hidden treafure, 
refolvcd to rent it; and 
having agreed on the terms 
with the Proprietor, foon 
after entered on the pre- 
mifes. 

Not being willing to 
have many Iharers in his 
expefted good fortune, if 

his 
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his hopes fliould be reali- 
zed, nor to be laughed at, 
in cafe of difappointment, 
be refolvcd that none but 
his own family, confiding 
of himfelf, his brofhcr, his 
wife, and a little boy. 



pear through a ere vice froitt 
ihe cellar, the perfons pre- 
fent repaired thither, when 
ftrange to tell, they found 
the whole family dead, and 
rigidly fixed in the various 
attitudes produced by the 



Ihould be acquainted with bufinefs they were engaged 

his motive for taking the in. 

houfc. 



Having 



cautioufly and 
minutely examined every 
part above ground^ without 
fuccefs; they were of opi- 
nion, that the objc6t they 
fought for, mull be con- 
cealed in the bowels of the 
earth; and providing them- 
felvcs with pick-axes and 
fpades, the whole party at 
day-break, three days after 
their arrival, defcended in- 
to the cellar, and conr.nen- 
ccd their fubterraneous la- 
bours. 

A relation having called 
and knocked feveral times 
at the door, without hear- 
ing or feeing any one, and 
returning in the evening 
without fuccefs, was confi- 
derably alarmed ; procu- 
ring affidance from the 
neighbours, he forced the 
door. 

On entering the hoiife all 
was filent, they travcrfed 
the rooms, 'till a female 
accidentally feeing light ap- 



This cataftrophe, related 
by a Doftor Bernard Con- 
nor, in a latin medical dif- 
fertation, which I have feen, 
I know not when or where, 
he fuppofesmufthave been 
produced by intenfe cold, 
or mephitic exhalation ; his 
words are an in (lance of 
ftrong painting, and to an 
artift of a Flemifh or Dutch 
taftc, would form a Angular 
pifture. 

" Ille, qui ligone terram 
efFoderat, et focius qui pala 
effbffam terram removerat, 
ambo pedibus ftabant, fuo 
quifqueoperiaffixus; uxor, 

S|uafi defeffa, in fcamno, 
bllicito vultu, fedebat, in- 
clinato in palmam, capite; 
puerilus', laxatis braccis in 
margine excavatoe fovece, 
dcfixis in terram oculis, 
alvum exonerabat; omnes 
in naturali fitu, carnce tan- 
quam (tatuce, rigidi, aper- 
tis oculis, et quali vivi, ex- 
animes ftabant." 

STATE 



STATE OF THE QUESTION. 5^73 

TATE OF THE as well as auricular demon- 



O QUESTION. 

It has been afked. What 
is the ftate of the queftion 
now at iflue, on the great 
contefted points of monar<^ 
chy and democracy ? 

My reply is, that I am 
not qualified, accurately 
and coolly to ftate it ; but 
from the coUifion of opi- 
nions, one fpark of infor- 



ftration, I have ftrong rea- 
fons for being of opinion^ 
that it is nearly fo; what 
can wc fay, ' or what ought 
we to think of thpfe, who 
are fo fanguine, urgent, bu- 
fy, and perfevcring, in bel- 
lowing for an increafe of 
popular power, and aug- 
menting the weight, alrea- 
dy fo dangeroufly prepon- 



mation, one great and im- derating in the democratic 
portant faQ: has burft forth fcale. Such reafoners are 



and been diflFufed, which 
renders it no longer a mere 
controverfial fubjeft, or a 
matter of fpeculation ; it 
now comes home to men's 
bofoms, as a queftion of 
tafte, a queftion of feeling, 
a queftion of property, a 
queftion of life, and is re- 
duced to the following Am- 
ple axiom, addrefled from 
one of the parties, to the 



like bottk'holders to an ath- 
letic boxer, cheering him, 
and giving him cordials, 
when he has already crip- 
pled his antagonift; and 
certain pathetic declama- 
tions againft increafing the 
influence of the crown, 
are like giving a tedious 
lefiure on the danger of 
galloping, to a traveller 
purfued by highwaymen : 



other, frequently wrapped contrary to juftice, policy, 

humanity, and common 
fenfe. 

" Is nothing then to be 
done, to foothe popular 
dJfcontent?" fays an exaf- 

Eerated reformer at my el- 
ow; ^ Would you make 
no conceflSons ?" 

In univerfal fuffrage, 
fhorter parliaments, &q^ 
Sec. in a word, politica,! 
power; for that is what 



up. It IS true, m various 
forms, different expreffi- 
ons, and new prste^ts : 

" YOU HAVE PROPERTY, 
AND I HAVE NONE; BUT 
I AM DETERMINED, IF POS- 
SIBLE, TO CAIN POSSESSI- 
ON OF IT, AT ALL RISKS, 
AND BY EVERY MEANS IN 
- MY POWER." 

If this my ftatement be 
corre£t, and from ocular, 
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they all mean, not a fingle 
iou; to recede or concede 
but the breadth of k hair,, 
under our prefent circum- 
ftances, and with men's 
minds, under their prefent 
morbid ftate of irritability, 
vould infallibly crufh us 
to atoms. 

But while I would re- 
commend the moil unfeel- 
ing obduracy to minifters, 
as politicians and ftatefmen, 
I would endeavour to a- 
waken tbeiV fenfibilities, as 
Chriftians and as men; I 
would earneftly recommend 
that, which I hope and be- 
Ikve they have earneftly 
at heart, to augn^ent the 
comforts, and diminifli the 
heavy burthens of the peo- 

Sle ; to retrench all fuper- 
uity in public expence, 
and reduce all enormous 
falaries ; thus would plea- 
fure and duty go hand in 
hand. 

I am fully aware, that I 
differ widely in opinion on 
this fubjea, with men^ 
whom I venerate and love; 
but (ituated as we are, and 
on fuch a fubjeft, friend- 
fhip and perfonal attach- 
ment muft yield to a more 
facredduty ; I again repeat, 
that I would not add the 



ninety -nine thoufandth part 
of a grain ^ or an inch, to 
the prefcribed fpace and 
momentum of the demo- 
cratic branch of our con- 
ftitution; I am fully per- 
fuaded, that were the great 
body of the p ople fet ful- 
ly at liberty, on the points 
tney demand^ we fhoutd in- 
ftantly become the mod 
miferable and ignoble of 
flaves ourfelves. 

I may be miftaken ; but 
with due reverence, 1 call 
the Almighty to witnefs^ 
that this is my cool, dilin- 
terefted opinion, that in the 
prefent turbulent and per- 
verted ftate of mens minds, 
nothing can preferve the 
reign of law, religion, and 
tranquillity, but the fword, 
the cannon, and the muf- 
quet, under the dire6:ion 
of fortitude, prudence, mo- 
deration, public fpirit, and 
a due regard, to public 
opinion ; res durae talia 
cogunt. 

STORY, an improbable 
one, related as a mat- 
ter of faft, but I think 
fabricated by a licentious 
female writer, more than 
forty years fmce, and in- 
ferted oy her^ in an elabo- 
rate 



brutal appetite, dedu- 
it folely from the 
origin, and defcrib- 



rate apology for conduct, 
which cannot be excufed, 
or decently defended. 

The wretched woman's 
dcfign in introducing it, 
was to eftablifh a moft 
abominable and untenable 
theory, which giving to the 
nobleft and moft generous 
of all paflions, the denomi- 
nation generally beftowed 
on brutal appetite, 
cing 
lame 

ing the iexes, indifcrimi 
nately, and without excep- 
tion, as aded upon by mere 
animal impulfe, in their 
intercourfe with each o- 
thcr, rendered the whole 
human fpecies her aflbci- 
ates in vicious indulgence, 
and proved a fort of defence 
of her own infamous life. 

This mode of arguing, 
though falfe and flagitious, 
was eagerly encouraged by 
the weak, the wicked, and 
the fenfual, who thought 
it a glorious apology ; but it 
was at the time, fuccefsfuUy 
attacked by a refpeflablc 
writer, whofe refleftions I 
mean to produce, after re- 
citing the ftory, in as few 
words as poflible. 

In a village near Lon- 
don, lived a furgeon of 
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fifted only of himfelf, his 
wife and a daughter; with- 
in a few doors, an officer's 
widow reiided, with a little 
boy, her only child; pro* 
feliional occaiions had firft 
produced, and a fimilarity 
ofdifpofitions,purruitsan^ 
amufements, had ftill kept 
up an intimacy between the 
parties ; the children went 
to the fame fchool early in 
life, and as they grew up, 
a reciprocal attachment was 
formed, without any ver- 
bal declaration on their 
part, or its being at all 
noticed by their parents. 

At the age of fevenieen, 
the young man, by the in- 
tereft of his deceafed fa- 
ther's friends, received an 
appointment on board a 
king's (hip; and the day 
he quitted home, called to 
take leave of his neigh- 
bours; little was faid by 
the young people, but their 
looks and.manner of fepa-. 
rating, fufficiently expref- 
fed what they felt. 

Soon after the young fai- 
lor's departure, an altera-^ 
tion was obferved in the 
health and appearance of 
the young woman ; ihe loft 
her fpirits,her appetite, and 
lleep ; fymptoms of a con- 



repute, whofe family con- fumption came on^ and af- 
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ter various efforts for her 
relief, her complaints e^- 
ed in madnefs, and {he was 
placed in a recepucle for 
patients of thatdei'cription, 
. "where (he remained fix or 
feven years, apparently in 
a ftate of irrecoverable in- 
fenfibility, 'till the follow- 
ing incident awakened the 
attention of her unhappy 
family. 

Her mother, who vifited 
her moft days, had on one 
occaiion, carried a few 
fweetmeats, but not being 
able to prevail on her 
daughter to tafte them, bad 
left them on a table in her 
room ; in a few days after, 
one of the attendants found 
the paper in which they 
were wrapped, under her 

Eillow, with the name of 
er former fchool - mate, 
pricked with a pin on va- 
rious parts. 

Though the caufe of her 
melancholy cannot have e- 
fcaped the obfervation of 
my readers, it had not hi- 
therto occurred to the un- 
happy father; but when 
this little incident was re- 
lated to him, a ray of light 
burft at once upon his 
mind; he faw his only child 
evidently precipitated into 
a ftate, fi^r more deplora- 



ble than death, by defpair^ 
ing love, ^ 

It was hoped that in this, 
as in other difeafes, when 
the caufe was unqileftiona- 
bly afcertained, a remedy 
might ealily be found ; but 
the widow had for ieveral 
years refided in a remote 
county, in the north of 
England, and her fon, the 
fhip having been o'rdercd 
to the Eafl Indies, had not 
been feen or heard of, for 
upwards of three years; 
on further enquiry, the an* 
xious parents^ underftood, 
that there was good reafon 
for quickly expeding him 
to return; and after due 
confideration, it was deter- 
mined to take no further 
ftep, *till the young man 
came home. 

In a few weeks, the ar- 
rival of the (hip was an- 
nounced, and the youthful 
failor repairing, foon after 
he landed,, to the village, 
where he had pa(red the 
moft pleafant moments of 
his life, heard, before he 
reached the furgeon's, the 
melancholy event in his 
family ; he haftened to the 
houfe of affliftion; his vi- 
(it, fo well-timed and un- 
folicited, his tender enqui- 
ries, his generous fympa^ 

thy 



thy and condolence, con- 
fiaerably foothed parental 
forrow. 

Having been informed, 
without referve, of every 
minute particular refpefl- 
ing the young lady, he 
profefTed himfelf not only 
ready, but anxious, by e- 
very means in his power, 
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with fixed infenfibility, ri- 
vettcd to the ground ; her 
hair difti^elled, her drefs 
negleQed, and reclining on 
the ground, with her head 
refting on one of her hands. 
The company not ap- 
pearing at all to attraft her 
attention, the young man, 
fuppreiSng as far as he was 



to forward the recovery of able, thofe emotions which 
a beautiful and amiable fo fad a reverfe naturally 



woman, whom he had al- 
ways loved; infitted on fee- 
ing her, and as introduc- 
tory preparation did not 
feem neceffary, in a cafe. 



produced, ventured to ap- 
proach her ; and gently 
)reffing the unoccupied 
land, which lay on her 
fide, fhe turned her eyes 



where hope and fear feem- on him, as if they palled 
ed alike extinguifiied, they over an empty fpace, and 



conduced him to her cell. 
On opCiiing the door, he 
ftartea back with horror 
and furprize; the inani- 
mate objeft he beheld was 
the remains of a form and 
a mind, which had once 
interelted and pleafed all 
who beheld it; of one, 
whom he had left in the 
bloom of health, anima- 
tion, and beauty, with rofes 
on her cheeks, fenfibility 
and^good fenfe beaming 
from her eyes, the pride 
of her parents, the enli- 
vener of all her affociates; 
alas, how changed! her 
countenance pale, fqualid 
jind emaciated ; her eyes 



immediately relapfed into 
torpid liftleflhefs ; he then 
called her by her name, 
when ftrange to tell, at the 
found of that wdl known 
voice, which had fo often 
charmed her ear, her me- 
mory and faculties feemed 
to be fuddenly awakened ; 
flie changed her attitude, 
and, after gazing on the 
objeft of her affeSions, in 
which fear, doubt, and joy 
were mingled, fhe fprung 
from the ground, burfl: in- 
to tears, and rufhed into 
his arras. 

A medical gentleman, 

who had been requefted 

to attend, faw the tears with 

confiderable 
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confiderable fatisfa&ion ; fervant at the moment was 
they were the firft fhe had opening the windows and 



in 



flied, during the whole of doors of the houfe, 
her indifpofition, and were which they lived, 
thought d favorable fymp- In a tranfport of impa 



|om of recovery ; the lo- 
vers were feparated for the 
prefent, but as her fenfes 
gradually returned, his vi- 
m& were occafionally re- 
peated, when it was ob- 
ferved that fhe was anxious 
to alter her drefs; at the 
end of three months, being 
pronounced perfeftly re- 
covered, fhe was married 
to the man of her heart. 

The happy father would 
pot fuflFer them to quit his 
hofpitable roof; and at the 
end of ten months, fh^ 
became the mother of a 
fine boy; it was during the 
interval of her confinement 
on this occaHon, that her 
hufband was fuddenly call- 
ed to the north, by the 
dangerous illnefs, and af- 
terwards detained by the 
death of his mother; he was 
abfent fix weeks, on vari- 
4>us family concerns; but 
flying on the wings of im- 
patience to his wife and 
child, and travelling the 
lall fifty miles in a night 
coach, he arrived foon af- 
ter day-break, at the vil- 
lage where fhe refided; a 



tient delight, he hurried 
Up flairs into the bed- 
chamber of his wife, whom 
he found in bed afleep, and 
in the arms of one of her 
father's afliflants ; flruck 
dumb with horror and a- 
flonifhment, he had neither 
refolution nor inclination 
to awake the guilty couple, 
but inflantly Quitting the 
houfe, to wbicn he never 
returned. 

<^ Such are the circum- 
fiancee related by an in^ 
famous woman, who con- 
cludes with remarking, that 
purity is only a mafk to 
conceal vicious inclinati- 
ons; that love is no more 
than a refined phrafe for 
luft. Her narrative is im- 
probable as a fad:, and un- 
natural as a fi6lion ; it is 
the fabrication of a profli- 
tute, who endeavours to 
confound pure and tender 
affeftion, mih fenfu^tl ap- 
petite. 

" It is a bafe, but vain 
attempt to degrade man, 
and through him his Ma- 
ker ; if we are once con- 
vinced that we are brutal 

by 
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by nature, we fhall foon 
become fo by habit ; if we 
once believe that vicious 
indulgence is common to 
all) but concealed by the 
cunning and the prudent j 
the general fa(hion will be 
to hide, rather than fup- 
prefs wicked inclinations; 
to preach morality rather 
than to praftife it.** 

But I appeal without he* 
(itation, to the heads as 
well as the hearts of the 
majority of mankind; I 
confidently afk them, if 
there is not a paffion, which 
independent of reafon, in- 
tereft, and education, is 
tender, faithful, conftant, 
and virtuous; as different 
from grofs fenfuality, as 
the military gallantry of 
General Wolfe, from the 
mercenary felfifhnefs of a 
dirty commiffion broker; 
or the heroic ardor of Lord 
Nelfon, from the cool pru- 
dence of a borough admi- 
ral, who knows no battles 
bat thofe of the bottle; 
is better acquainted with 
cookery than fighting, and 
precifely afcertains the cl- 
ofc confines between a re- 
gard for his majefly's (hips 
and feamen, and the cow- 
ardly retreat of a runaway. 



SUBTLETY OF AR- 
GUMENT, or in plain 
Englifli, obfcurity. 

Cardan, fpeaking of this 
quality, once fo highly 
valued iii authors, men- 
tions a writer, Richard or 
Rayxnond Suiffeth, (venet* 
1520.) whofe mode of rea- 
foning not only puzzled 
and perplexed his cotempo- 
raries, '* but will probably 
furpafs the comprthenfion 
of all pofterity;" if pofle- 
rity, he might have added, 
can be prevailed on to pe- 
rufe his book. 

This elaborate writer 
experienced one inconve- 
nience ; as old age came on 
he is faid to have wept, be* 
caufe he could not under- 
ftand his own works. 

An impudent and con- 
ceited foreigner, once re- 
proached Sir Ifaac Newton 
to his face, and almoft in 
the laft aft of his life, be- 
caufe the veteran could not 
explain to his fatisfa6tion, 
fome difficulty in his Prin- 
cipia. 

" I confefs, fir," faid the 
hero to the reptile, " I am 
ready to confefs, that time 
and infirmity have fome- 
what impaired my powers ; 
yet this I know, and am af- . 
fured 
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fured of by the concur- 
rent teftimony of others, 
that when I wrote the book^ 
my calculations were cor- 
red and accurate, and that 
I was clearly right on the 
fubjetl; I hncerely wifli, 
when you arrive at my age, 
that you will not afford oc- 
cafion for fo fevere a re- 
proof." 

The ruffian retired in con- 
fufion ; how much fhould 
I have enjoy 'd kicking him 
down ftairs. 

SUETONIUS. It hath 
been obferved of this 
writer, by a modern critic, 
** that his want of decency 
is {hocking, and inexcu fa- 
ble; that his delineations 
of the vices of the empe- 
rors, are odioufly accurate, 
and grofsly minute; that 
impurities which cannot be 
mentioned without fhame, 
ought never to be record- 
ed." 

. Yet this abftemious cor- 
red:nefs, particularly in a 
hiftorian, may be carried 
too far, if 

Vice is a monfter of fo 

dire a mien, 
That to be fhunned, it 

needs but to be feen ; 

he who calls in powerful 



defcription to the aid of 
virtue, and even at the rilk 
of difgufting our taftc, pu* 
rifies the heart, is furely a 
ufeful advocate. 

The reigns of a Nero, a 
Tiberius, a Caracalla, or a 
Commodus, would have 
been handed down very 
inadequately to poftcrity, 
had their enormities been 
cenfured only in vague epi- 
thet, and commonplace 
declamation. 

I hope not to incur the 

f;uilt of recommending ob- 
cene compofitions, but 
the turpia praetereundae of 
Cicero, quae leftores ve- 
lint, fed quae mihi non de- 
ceat dicere, may be pafled 
over too flightly, for the 
purpofes of moral reproof. 

I omitted in the article 
allotted to Peregrinus, in 
my third volume, to relate 
a coarfe but ftrong argu- 
ment, made ufe of by the 
cynic, in reply to fome of 
his cotemporaries, who had 
cenfured his negletl of de- 
cency, in words and afti- 
ons; the prefent fubjeO; 
calling it to my recollec- 
tion, I will endeavour to 
relate it without offence. 

" When on any occa- 
fion of accident, conve- 
niencc; or neceffity," faid 

this 
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this (ihgular charafter, " I 
exhibit my fliaggy bofom, 
or yellow thigh, what a 
violent outcry do you raife 
againft me, as a violator of 
bropriety and decorum : 
but if a theatrical heroine, 
a finger, or a dancer, the 
debaucher of our youth by 
her lafcivious pofturQs, and 
the terror of married wo- 
men, oti account of her 
irritating voluptuoufnefs ; 
fliould^tf djfplay her neck, 
or even fhew coer^ thing 
\i\i\Q\i you Jay ought to be 
concealed, how general is 
the emotion. of both old 
and young, the buildinj 
fhakes with applaufe, an< 
you praife the proftitute to 
the Iky, 

SUNDERLAND, EARL 
OF, Secretary of State 
to King James the Second, 
afterwards to King William, 
and if we may believe a 
cotemporary hiftorian, a- 
like unfaithful to both; af- 
ter encouraging the former 
in his obftinacy and folly, 
he deferted him^ and while 
minifter to our great deli- 
verer, correfponded with 
the court of St. Germain's. 

This noble lord, who 
was fon-in-law to John the 
great Duke of Marlbo- 

Vou IV. O 
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rough, thought it neceflary 
tb publifli an apology for 
fuch condud; an elabo- 
rate piece of cafuiftry by 
no means ferviceable to 
his reputation ; it amounts 
to this, that he promoted 
arbitrary power, with a 
view of extinguifhing it, 
and turned Papift, to kefSp 
out Popery; a mode of 
a£ting not to be reconciled 
to any principle of integ- 
rity or greatnefs of mind. 

The defender and prafli- 
fer of fuch duplicity, was 
trufted by and betrayed all . 
parties, ^nd purfuing his 
favorite fyftem demonft ra- 
ted a total abfence of po- 
litical honefty^ in order to 
deter others from it, by 
fhewing how very bafe it 
was in himfelf; According 
to this rule, a rotten rake 
is a moral auxiliary, and 
a ruined black-I^gs, a dif- 
fuafive againft gailibling. 

But Ihould we chufe fuch 
charafters for Our aiToci- 
ates ? Would any man in 
his fenfes truft his money 
or his daughter in their cuf- 
tody ? 

A blind ftory has been 
told of its having been 
propofed at a certain time, 
to compile an impartial hif- 
tdry or the revolution in 
o 16889 
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1688, and that a principal 
pel foil among the whigs, 
waited on a well known 
author, to know if he would 
undertake it. 

As foon as the queflion 
was put to the literary jnan, 
an eccentric dog in his 
day, and no man's enemy 
but his own, he immedi- 
ately afkcd, in his ufual 
fnigular way, accompanied 
with gcfturc and grimace, 
which it was impoffible to 
fee with a grave fiice, What 
am I to do with Lord Sun- 
derland's character ? 

The difcontented envoy, 
himfelf corretl and praife- 
worthy, but intimately con- 
nefted with the Earl, quit- 
ted the room without re- 

. ply- 

^THERM TIME, a poeti- 
X cal fketch, fo called 
by a hand, which I wifh 
would more frequently fa- 
vor the public with its pro- 
ductions. 

This outline, though fe- 
vere, I am forry to fay 
is drawn from the life, and 
is a correfcl defcription of 
jaL moft incorreft race of 
young men, frequent in the 
prefent times, of prodi- 
gious wants, great expec- 
tations, and very fmall de- 



ferts, who by puerile ca- 
price, and the tolly or va- 
nity of parents, are in an ill- 
ftarred moment fent to the 
univerfity, that rock on 
which fomany adventurers 
are fhipwrecked, in confe- 
quence of becoming their 
own maftersj at an age of 
ftrong paffions, and v/eak 
judgment, and fent into 
the land of temptation^ with- 
out ballaft, lead, line, or 
com pals. 

Excluded by fituation, 
and the circumftances of 
a narrow fortune, from the 
joyous circles of fafhion, 
fplendor and luxury, with 
which they are furrounded; 
pining, dejefled, unwiU 
ling or unable to apply, 
they either fpit Jixpences in 
folitude, indulge in grofs 
unfentimental fenfuality, 
or to alleviate difappoint- 
ment and chagrin, rufh in- 
continently to the prefs, 
and pour themfelves out 
in effufions of fplenetic 
poetry, and the exaggerat- 
ing eoullitions of fatire. 

TERM TIME. 

To college once .more the 

young (Indent repairs. 

With a ponderous head 

and a pair of light 

pockets, 

To 
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To fl umber o'qr books, for 
which nobody cares, 
'Till his eyes like his 
candles, grow dim in 
their fockets. 
Like a veffel becalm'd in 
anjndolent ocean, 
At life's bufy fcenes, he 
raves and he rails ; 
While the wind that fhou'd 
give the adventurer 
motion, 
Gets into his ftomach 
inftead of his fails. 
No miftrefs to chat to, no 
play to. folace, 
He in folitude fighs for 
his bottle and punk, 
And pants for a chajie mere^ 
tricious embrace, 
A Madona to banifli the 
gloom of a Monk. 
In his flights to Parnaffus, 
the fame indifcretion, 
Attending the hero in al) 
his mifdeeds ; 
With fcurrility, fatire, lam- 
poon and digreffion, 
A i\erfe£l poetical rhap- 
fody breeds. 
Of his tutor quite tired^ 
land teized with his 
taflc, , 
He maddens and raves 
round his defolatfe ca- 
vern, 
*Till he ticks for another ob- 
livious flafk, 
' And imports a frefh car- 

Oo 



in fruitlefs 
after know- 



a fugitive 



go of fun from the ta- 
vern. 

Then at night ftealing out 
in his cap and his 
gown, 
ExhauUed 
purfuits 
ledge, . 

He roams like 

all round the town. 
And returns like a bac- 
chanal drunk to his 
college. 

Thus immur'd where a con^ 
ftant inanity reigns, 
Which alternately feizes 
his purfe and his fcull. 

When his pocket is empty 
he puzzles his brain. 
When one becomes va- 
cant, then the other is 
full. 



Yet thofe who in the ir- 
ritation of difappointment, 
or the anguifh of wounded 
feelings for a fon, a bro- 
ther, or a friend^ ruined 
and mined, mention with 
afperity our univerfities, 
Ihould recoUeft, that in 
thefe feminaries were fofte- 
red, the Hebraic erudition 
of a Lowth, the vigorous 
acutenefs of a Warburton, 
the argumentative energy 
of Bifhop Butler, the on- 
ental learning of Jones and 
2 White 
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White, the polemic acute- 
ncfs of Porfon, the tafte 
of Tom Warton, and the 
claflic genius of Crowe, 
with a long lift of names, 
which would convert my 
pages, into a literary direc- 
tory. 

^HOMAS AOUINAS, 
native of Aquino, 



a 



in 



Italy, in the thirteenth 
century, and a Dominican, 
eminent for learning and 
piety; in 1323, being for- 
ty-five years after his death, 
he was canonized as a Ro- 
man faint; his remains dif- 
interred, and conveyed to 
Thouloufe, in Languedoc, 
with confiderable ceremo- 
ny and fplendor. 

A modem reader, who 
Ihould attempt to perufe his 
works, in eighteen mafly 
volumes folio, would hear 
with furprize, that produc- 
tions, a good part of which 
puzzle, fatigue, and per- 
plex him, rendered the in- 
duftrious and indefatigable 
author of them, the idol of 
his day ; indeed, he is more 
frequently referred to, by 
the titles of divine fcholi- 
aft, angelic doftor, and ea- 
gle of theology, than by 
his patronymic appellati- 

9P! 



Yet, before a laborious, 
good,^ and fenfible man, 
whofe mifapplication, but 
by no means, whofe want 
of talent, is to be lamented, 
before St. Thomas and his 
works are configne4 to that 
oblivion, to which they 
feem rapidly finking, we 
ought to recoUeft, that the 
times in which, and the per- 
fons with whom he lived, 
-had long confpired to cor- 
rupt the tafte and pervert 
the good fenfe of all their 
writers, by confidering and 
extolling obfcurity ; their 
word, if I miftake not, was 
fubtlety, as the criterion of 
literary excellence ; the 
moral or the theological 
nut, in their opinion, was 
of little value, if it di4 
not require the fcrew of a 
vice, or the fledge hammer 
of a Polemic, to demolilh 
the thick fliell of learned 
fophiftry and hard words, 
with which it was encruft- 
ed. 

Ifthefe venerable writers, 
to whom, as the conduit^ 
and depofitories of learn- 
ing, we are very much- 
indebted, if they are per- 
mitted to fee and to know 
what is now pafling in the 
world, they will look with 
pity or with cppteinpt^ or 
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the prefent degenerate race, 
which cannot approve, and 
often will not read a book, 
without the previous helps 
of a literary w^y-wardei), 
* a critical furveyor of the 
highwaya of learning, who 
muft remove all difficulties, 
level all inequalities, and 
produj:e a work, yrhich he 
who runs may read. 

The fubjeQ: of our pre- 
fent article met with great 
impediments at an early 
age, when he attempted to 
carry into execution the 
plan he had formed for 
leading a retired, learned, 
and religious life : on com- 
municating his deGgn to 
his parents, they ufed ma- 
ny arguments to difluade 
him; but finding their ad- 
vice of no avail, are faid 
at laft to have had re- 
courfe tp perfonal correc- 
tion, which was alike inef- 
feaual. 

But one of the brothers 
of Thomas, probably judg- 
ing of hii (celiogs by hu 
own propeniities, employ^ 
ed a more dangerous wea- 
• pen, which has confound- 
ed the wifdom of &:$<$# 
and pal&ed th^ ri$of of 

He iffiw m 



loofe manners, to apply to 
the reclufe for advice, on 
the fubjeft of certain reli- 
gious icruples and hereti- 
cal doubts, which had a- 
rifen in her mind: undev 
this pretext, her vifits were 
frequent, and it was not 
*till the young ftudent feU 
his paffions inflamed by 
sazing on her charms, that 
fufpeaing her real charac- 
ter and views, his prudence 
and felf- denial took the 
alarm. 

When the fair feducer 
found that her perfonal at* 
tradions had made an im- 
preffion, (he threw oflf all 
difguife, boldly profefled 
her real intentions, dared 
him to hefitate a moment 
between dry books and a 
pretty woman^ and confix 
dent of vidory, ruflied in- 
to his arms. 

Mod men between eidi^ 
teen and thirty, can judge 
of the fituation in which 
Aouinas was placed^ by fo 
indecorous and trying an 
attack ; but ftrength of 
mind as well as body^ is 
(aid to rife, in proportion 
to the urgency of the oc- 
cafioos which prefent thea> 
felves ; after a momcuury 
|Mmfe| a Own ftrug^ be- 
^'^pm rdifi^ and paflU^nt 

in 
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in which his form, remark- 
ably mufcular, gave him 
great advantage; he firmly 
grafped her arms, and leaa- 
ing.out this attempter of a 
crime, never yet imagined, 
or provided for in the fta- 
tute book, he gently pulh- 
ed her forth, iecured the 
door, and returning to fi- 
lence and darknefs, pafled 
the next four and twenty 
hours in thankfgiving, faft- 
ing and prayer. 

Let us not withhold our 
approbation from any fyf- 
tem, which (bedding fo fa- 
]utary an influence, could 
thus enable him, in the 
dawn, of rifing manhood, 
to rdfift the aflaults of a 
vice, which has too often 
fafcinated the fenfes of the 
Editor, aqd bewildered the 
reafon of nine out of ten 
of his readers. 

Although in this inftance 
be proved himfelf afecond 
Jofeph, St. Thomas hath 
been accufed of treating 
female proftitution with le- 
vity, in the following paf- 
faf;e, which I will not tran- 
flate : " Minus malum 
eft mulieribus commifceri, 
quam in vilia declinare fla- 
gitia ; hoc facit meretrix 
in mundo, quod cloaca in 
Palatio, toUe cloacam et re- 



f>lebis foetore palatium,tol. 
c meretrices de mundo et 
replebis ipfum fodomia." 

That portion of his vo- 
lumes, under the title of 
Opufcula, appears to be- 
the bett part of his works; 
in his Tra6tatus de Regi- 
mine Principum, are fome 
folid ariftocratic argu- 
ments. 

While turning over, in 
a curfory way, his eight- 
een volumes, which would 
require more ftrength of 
body and mind than I pof- 
fefs, to lift up and down 
from an upper fhelf, and^ 
read them through, his* 
comments on the following 
queftions caught my eye. 

" Whether a fervant fhou'd 
obey a wicked mafter ? 

Which a man is bound to 
love beft ; his parents, 
his benefaftor, or his 
wife ? , 

Whether a prieft fhould 
have his head (haved ? 

Which is the greateft lin- 
ner, he who perfifts in 
an uninterrupted courfc 
of iniquity; or he who 
has repented, and fins 
again ? 

Whether the prayers of 
'the living can render any 
fervice to the dead ? 

Whether 
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Whether the fcripture ex- 
piefEon of " tjie worm 
which never dies," is to 
be allegorically or lite- 
rally underftood?" 

Henry the Eighth, that 
Ilrange compound of ty- 
ranny and generolity, luft 
and learned vanity, pro- 
fufion and rapacioufnefs, 
felt, or affefled to feel, the 
highell admiration for the 
works of Thomas' Aquinas, 
and often quoted him; but 
in the bufinefs of profecu- 
ting his divorce, a pafl'age 
from the irrefragable doc- 
tor, as he ufed to call 
him, being produced point 
blank againft the adulter- 
ous tyrant, he never open- 
ed his volumes, nor men- 
tioned his name again. 

The words which cut 
down King Harry, are 
thefe ; and when we re- 
colleQ; the age in which 
he lived, they prove the 
honefty, vigor,' and inde- 
pendence of the Catholic 
faints : " The laws laid 
down in the book of Levi- 
ticus, concerning the for- 
bidden degrees of marri- 
• age, are moral and eternal; 
and fuch laws cannot be 
difpenfed with by any 
authority, but that which 



is equal to the authority 
which enafted it." 

THOUGHT, a pretty 
one, but not original ; 
it occurs in a late, collec- 
tion, and is fuppofed to have 
been addreifed, during the 
conteft between the houfes 
of York and Lancafter, by 
a partizan of the former, 
to his miftrefs, with a pre- 
fent of a white rofe. 

If this fair rofe offend thy 
fight, 
It in thy bofom wear, 
Twill blufh to find^itfelf 
lefs white. 
And turn Lancaftrian 
there. 

Without entering into a 
minute inveftigation of the 
age and author of this in- 
genious modern fabricati- 
on ; the weight of internal 
evidence is Itrongly againft 
its antiquity; the following 
lines, written I believe by 
Waller, on a lady walking 

in the were indifpu- 

tably in the mind of the 
poet. ^ 

The envious flakes which 
dropp'd in hafte 
Upon her breaft fo fair, 
Grieving to find themfelves 
furpafs'd, 
Diffolv'd into a tear. 

TIMELY 
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nniMELY INTERCES- 
X SION. Ti^o inftan. 
ces are recorded, in whfch 
an efFe£tual appeal was 
made ; in one cafe, to the 
fears, and in another, to 
the religious prejudi(5es of 
a c6nqueror, who, in no 
other paffage of their lives, 
had (hewn any propenfity 
to tender feeling, or com- 
mon humanity. 

Yet on thefe occafions, 
their extravagant fury was 
arretted, by the cool ex- 
poftulation, admirable pre- 
fence of mind, and well- 
timed dexterity of indivi. 
duals, neither exalted by 
rank, nor eminent for in- 
telleftual abilities; indivi- 
duals whom, in any other 
Eoint of view,, they would 
ave cruflied as worms be- 
neath their feet. 

The firft was foon after 
the conqueft of China, by 
Zingis, who, enraged by 
fome real or imaginary op- 
pofition to his ferocious 
defpotifm, iffiied an order 
for exterminating, by an 
indifcriminate maffacre, the 
whole of the miferable na- 
tives, men, women, and 
children. 

The murder of millions 
was already on the threfti- 
old of perpetration, when 



Yelutchoufay, an honeft 
and intrepid Mandarin, who 
pofleffed what honeft men 
frequently defpife/ and do 
not always exert, the valu- 
able faculty of adapting 
himfelf to the expediency^ 
the circumftances, and the 
neceflities of th^ times in 
which he lived, without 
forfeiting his integrity, tru- 
fhed into the prefence of 
the haughty Khan. 

Having a6led as his in- 
terpreter, and being a fa- 
vourite; in an erea atti- 
tude and elevated voice, 
he thus addreffed the con- 
queror : " Is it thy inten- 
tion to deftroy thy faithful 
Tartars, as well as the Chi- 
nefe ?" " Should the hair 
of the head of a fingle Tar- 
tar be injured,", replied 
Zingis, I will defolate the 
face of the earth." « Then 
recall the order thou haft 
given," faid the Mandarin ; 
" for the utter deftruftion 
of both nations will be the 
inevitable confequence of 
its being carried into exe- 
cution." "Doft thou mean, 
by the refiftance the Chi- 
nefe will make ?" faid the 
Khan, with a mixture of 
indignation and contempt; 
" Know, ralh man, that I 
contemn thy menace, as 
much 
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much as J defpife their 
power: they have fled, and 
will fly before my hardy 
bands, as flieep from the 
tyger, or as duft is dif« 
fipated by the northern 
blaft." " I entertained no 
fuch thought," faid the Chi,- 
nefe, " and after hearing 
what I have to fay, thou 
wilt be at liberty to follow 
thy own inclinations; but 
of this thou mayeft reft 
aflured, that if thy com- 
mands be literally exe« 
cuted, peftilence and fa- 
mine will foon deftroy thy 
troops. 

" Who can, or who will 
inter a hundred million of 
dead bodies, which if un- 
buried, will infeft the air 
you breathe. Another ob- 
jefl, is alfo worthy of thy 
confideration; the indifcri- 
minate deftruftion propof- 
ed, will not leave a fingle 
artifan, or a fingle flave, 
to adminifter to the com- 
forts, to fliarpcn the wea- 
pons, or to till the ground 
for their Tartar lords. 

" B\xt Jhould a few of the 
miferablc natives be fpar'd 
from the general havoc, 
by policy or intereft, who 
can proteft and infure thee 
and the companions of thy 
conquefts^ from the fecret 

Vol. IV. P 



confpiracies, the midnight 
dagger, and the poifoned 
bowl of the furvivors; I 
appeal to thy own fenfe 
and feelings, if it is pofli- 
ble for any human creature 
to ferve, with complacen- 
cy or attachment, the af- 
faffins of their parents, their 
brethren, or their children; 
it is contrary both to na- 
ture and realon : whatever 
may be their profeflioiis, 
blood for blooa, the ero- 
{ions of cruelty, and re- 
venge, the moft fafcinating 
and moft inextinguiftiable 
of all our paflions, will 
lurk in the fecret recefles 
of their hearts. 

" I therefore pray," con- 
eluded the excellent Yelut- 
choufay, confcious of the 
irapremon lie had made^ 
and the ftrong ground on 
which he ftood, " I hum- 
bly pray, that the rebelli- 
ous and the guilty may be 
fcverely punifhed, but that 
the induftrious citizen, the 
inoffenfivc ruftic, the har- 
dy labourer, their wives 
and their children, may 
continue to ferve thee un- 
molefted > that Zingis and 
his faithful Tartars may 
live likewife." The con- 
queror liftened with attcn- 
tipn and obedience^ to his 
p pacific 
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fiacific counfcl, and inftant- 
y recalled the favage man- 
date he had iffued. 

The fecond example of 
influence happily exerted, 
"was during the prafdatory 
expedition of Nadir Sha, 
into Hindoftan, in the mid- 
dle of the prefent century. 
As foon as the mcrcilefs * 
tyrant entered Delhi, he 
ordered every gate in the 
city to be fhut, and clofcly 
jjuarded ; and it was pro- 
claimed by found of trum- 
pet, that no one iliould en- 
ter, or go forth, on pain 
of death. 

The provifions within 
the walls being inadequate 
to the daily confumption, 
famine was fpeedily the 
confequcnce of this levere 
decree ; and the unfeeling 
monfter faw thoufands pe- 
rifhing from hunger, or 
devouring fubftances, at 
which nature revolts, with- 
out one emotion of pity or 
regret. 

Surrounded by death, in 
its mod hideous and ago- 
nizing forms, and with the 
ffjrieks and groans of ftar- 
ving wretches affaiUng his 
tars, he ordered martial 
mufic to be conftantly play- 
ed, and with apparent un- 
concern, indulged himfelf 



to excefs, in the pleafure* 
of the table, aggravating 
injury by infult; he alfo 
ordered the theatre to be 
magnificently illuminated, 
and an entertainment to be 
performed for his amufe- 
ment. 

At thjs mufical and dra- 
matic exhibition, Tucki^ 
an aftor and a finger, plea* 
fed the barbarian fo much^ 
that he exclaimed in his 
tranfports, he would grant * 
the player any favor he 
fliould a(k ; at the fame 
time confirming his decla^ 
ration with an oath. 

The hero of the piece, 
who amidft all the affumed 
gaiety and fplendor of an 
oriental drama, ftrongly felt 
for, and warmly fympathi- 
zed with the forrows of 
his countrymen, inftantly 
proftrated himfelf before 
Nadir, and taking a fair 
advantage of his voluntary 
offer, immediately fdid : 
" Command, O king, that 
the gates of the city may 
be opened." 

The cruel invader, thus 
furprized into an aft of 
humanity, paufed for a mo- 
ment, but recolleOting the 
folemn oath he had taken, 
and uniting fuperftition 
with. enormity, granted the 
praycT 
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prayer of Tucki, with con- 
iiderable reluftance; and 
difconcerted in his hateful 
plans, retired frownipg, to 
the palace. 

TAR AND FEA. 
THERS; a mode 
of puniftiment, often had 
recourfe to by democratic 
tyranny, and faid, on good 
authority, to have been 
praQLifed by a turbulent 
ecclefiaftic, the Bifhop of 
Halberftadt, when in the 
year 1623, he invaded 
the territories of the Elec- 
tor Palatine, if I miftake 
not, the unfortunate King 
of Bohemia, and fon in- 
law to James the Firft, 
King of England. 

Having plundered and 
burnt two monafteries, he 
gave particular direftions 
to his foldiers, to fecure 
the perfons of the nuns 
and friars unhurt, as they 
ruflied from the flaming e- 
difices. 

Then ordering them to 
be ftripped naked, their 
bodies were thoroughly 
fi[neared with tar, after 
which, each individual was 
tumbled into a feather bed, 
ripped open and prepared 
£or the purpofe. 

P P « 



When the terrified inha- 
bitants had been thus re- 
cloathei^ they were hunted 
out of the canap, towards 
the interior parts of the 
country ; the boifterous 
and inhuman Prelate, in 
the mean time exclaiming, 
" Let us fee if the fhep- 
herd will recognize his own 
flock.:' * 

Tarring and feathering 
is alfo mentioned, in a very 
antient military code, faid 
to be drawn up by Richard 
Coeur de Lion, previous 
to fetting out on his cxpe- 
dition to the holy land: the 
reafon given by tlie royal 
legiflator, for adopting fo 
Angular a mode of punifti- 
ment, I believe for the crime 
of theft, is, that the offender 
fliould be landed at the 
firft place they touched at, 
after his conviftion; and, 
that being thus a marked 
charafter, he would be ge- 
nerally known, and univer- 
fally avoided* 

TASTE IN CRITI- 
CISM: « He who 
reads a book, profefledly 
to find fault with it," fays 
a celebrated writer, more 
remarkable for ironical hu- 
mour than correft analogy, 

«is 
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" is like a dog at a public 
dinner; he feeds only upon 
that which the guefts throw 
away." 

Yet, furely it is poffible 
for a critic to receive ex- 
quifite pleafure from the 
beauties of a book, fome 
paflages of which he hath 
previoufly and feverely cen- 
fured. 

A modern, who with 
confiderable literary at- 
tainments, unites what is 
not always poffefled by au- 
thors, a praftical know- 
ledge of the focial duties, 
and the bufinefs of human 
life, pronounced at his own 
table, an early and unfa- 
vorable opinion againft a 
popular work, publifhed 
more than twenty years a- 
go : he infilled, that in a 
few years, when the magic 
influence of elegant lan- 
guage, brilliant metaphor, 
and meafured fentences, 
was pafled away, the ma- 
jority of general readers 
would be of his parly : I 
will not fay how far his 
prediction hath been ve- 
rified. 

But in the high tide of 
fame and popularity, which 
the book he condemn'd had 
acquired, he was frequent- 
ly rallied for fo prepofte- 



roufly and obftlnately dif- 
fenring from the common 
opinion ; he rigidly adher- 
ed to his own, and on one 
of thefe occafions, defend- 
ed himfelf, by telling the 
following ftory, related by 
a Spanifti writer, of the laft 
century. 

Two connoiffeurs were 
aflced their opinion of a 
calk of Zerevilla wine ; af- 
ter half a dozen glafles, 
and a fcore or two of fci- 
entific fmacks and palat- 
ings, they both agreed that 
it had an excellent body; 
but, one of them added, 
it was a pity it tailed fo 
ftrongly of rufty iron; 
while the oth^r regretted, 
that the flavour and fmell 
of leather, had , in^ fome 
way or other been commu* 
nicated to, the liquor iq 
queftion. 

The Bacchanalian critics 
were laughed at for their 
whims and fancies^ and the 
proprietor of the vineyard 
fomewhat irritated, did not 
again invite them to tafte 
of its produce. On open- 
ing the cafk, previous to 
the vintage, a year or two 
afterwards, for the purpofe 
of cleaning or repair, there 
appeared to be fome foun- 
dation for the Angular de- 
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clarations the amateurs had 
made; a ftrap of old lea- 
ther, faftened to a rufty 
nail, which had been made 
ufe of, to retain the fub- 
ftance which clofed the o- 
pening, was found at the 
tottom of the veffel. 

UNACCOUNTABLE 
ATTACHMENTS. 

The numerous inftance» 
we fee of women without 
beauty, fenfe, or accom- 
plifhment, exercifing a won- 
derful influence over the 
moft capricious rakes, and 
what is more, fecuring it 
during life, hath often ex- 
cited furprize : the follow- 
ing paflage, in a Roman 
author, who is fpeaking 
of Caligula, may ferve to 
throw fome light on the 
fubjeft. ^ 

'* Caefoniam neque facie 
infigni, neque aetate inte- 
gra, matremque ex alio vi- 
ro, trium filiarum, fed lux- 
uriae ac lafciviae perditae, 
et ardentius et conftantius 
amavit, faepe chlamyde et 
galea ornatkm, militibus 
oftendebat, amicis nudam." 

" He long and ardently 
loved Caefonia, though (he 

Eoflefled neither yoiith nor 
eauty, and was the mother 
of three children, by a for- 



mer hufband ; the conftan- 
cy of his attachment was 
attributed to her drefs and 
manners, which were in the 
higheft degree, irritating, 
and voluptuous ; proud of 
poffefling fuch a prize, he 
was fond of gazing at her, 
as (he paraded before the 
foldiers drefTed in armour; 
to his more intimate friends 
he introduced her withovt 
armour J" 

The tyrant, by a fpecies 
of felf-deception, which in 
one way or another, we all 
of us praftice, ufed to in- 
fill, that the children fhe 
had borne, long before he 
knew her, were his; to 
corroborate his affertion, 
he adduc'd a curious proof^ 
which is no bad fpecimen 
of the character and fpirit 
of the man; it was, that 
they were from early life, 
fo naturally favage, that 
they exprefled this heredi- 
tary difpofition by fcratch- 
ing, biting, ^ and gnawing, 
the fingers and races of 
their little play-fellows and 
companions. 

UNFOUNDED AS- 
SERTION. 

" I have it from good 
authority," fays aJate emi- 
nent writer, ** that under 

the 
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the fcafFold of judicial 
murder, (meaning that on 
which the laft King of 
France was executed,} and 
while the gaping planks 
poufv^d down blood on 
the fpefctators,. the fpace 
was purpofely let out to 
dancing dogs/' 

Some pains have been 
taken to enquire into this 
fa£l, fo folemnly and confi- 
dently afTerted, and for the 
honor of human nature, it 
appears from refpeftable 
evidence, to be wholly 
void of foundation; but 
an exafperated republican, 
in reply to the Ihocking 
imputation, infifts, anp 
produces ftrong biftorical 
proofs in fuppprt of his 
affertion, he inhfts, that 
this odious and unfeel- 
ing indecorum was aftu- 
ally praftifcd by Lewis thp 
♦ Eleventh, King of France, 
at the execution of the 
Duke of Npmours, with 
other circumft^npes too 
horrid ^o relate. 

After contemplating an- 
tient and modern times, the 
hi dorian is obliged to con- 
fefs, with a il^jh, that pow- 
er and wealth have at all 
tunes corri^.pted the human 
heart; that in religious and 
political {truggles, we lofe 



fight of the moral virtues; 
that Papifl: and Proteftant, 
Ariftocrate and Democrate, 
Chriftian and Pagan, Jew 
and Gentile, Bond and 
Free, have, in their turns, 
indulged the mod malig- 
nant paflipns of the human 
hear^. 

VOLUNTEERS AND 
PROVINCIAL 
CORPS. , 

I would wirfh to do juf- 
tice to the motives which 
ftimulated many worthy 
and public fpirited charac- 
ters, to come forward, at 
a critical junfture, in the 
fervice of their country; 
I am convinced that their 
well-timed energy prefer- 
ved u$ from external atr 
tacks, and internal commor 
tion; in common with eve- 
ry lover of peace and good 
order, I thi^s pubhckly 
profef$ my obligations to 
them. 

But thefe important bcr 
nefits, like other blejfings^ 
are not withouttheir alloys, 
they have in many inftan- 
ces been procured at the 
expence of fobriety, and 
domeftic duty. 

Fathers of families, jn- 
duftrious tradcfmen, and 
young men of regular life 

and 
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and converfation, have im- 
bibed the gay manners, 
convivial habits, and diffi- 
pated tafte of military bon 
vivants ; bufinel's is neg- 
lected, the counting houfe 
Ls converted into an order- 
ly, or rather a difordcrly 
room; the ledger muft give 
way to an effay on taftics, 
or military manoeuvres; 
and if bills are not deli- 
vered, drafts difcounted, 
or cuftom - houfe entries 
forgotten, it is confidered 
as a fufficient excufe, that 
the lieutenant is attending 
drill,' or that it is a grand 
field day; and affairs of 
the greateft moment muft 
give way, if they at all in- 
terfere with confecrating 
the colors, a birth day an- 
niverfary, or the excelTes 
of a mefs dinner. 

Such little matters will be 
laughed at and defpifed, 
by men of rank and large 
fortune; but to perfons of 
an oppofite defcription, 
many of whoni are unhap- 
pily feized with a military 
mania, they are productive 
of confequences, which 
but for their fatal and dif- 
trefling effefts, would al- 
moft render them ridicu- 
lous. 



Several inftances have 
occurred within the very 
contraHed circld of the Edi- 
tor's acquaintance, where 
'a declaration of bankrupt- 
cy has quickly followed 
a military promotion of 
the fame pcrfon, 2^nd been 
evidently the confequence 
of it. 

I cannot but confider 
the commanding officers, in 
every inftance, as highly 
culpable; it is not only 
criminal, but mean, to en- 
courage and entice men of 
narrow incomes, to imi- 
tate their expenfive man- 
ners, and dilfipate in a re- 
gimental dinner, as much 
as the fubaltern probably 
has for the fupport of his 
family a week. 

To every fervice of a 
military kind, I would 
attend with alacrity, but 
when thofe are performed, 
we fhould return to a due 
performance of the func- 
tions of private life, left 
while we avoid one evil, 
we incur by a union of fol- 
ly and crime, ruin, ridi- 
cule and difgrace. 

WEDDERBURNE, 
ALEXANDER, 
an advocate of North Bri- 
tain, 
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tain, who, after being edu- 
cated for, and pra6liung at 
the bar of that country, 
quitted it in confcquence 
of certain unprovoked, il- 
liberal, and unjuftifiable 
words, addreffed to him by 
a judge on the bench : re- 
folving not to fubmit to 
that which he could not 
correct, the fubje£l of our 
pre fe lit article left the court, 
IQ which he never returned, 
with the following reply; 
^ My lord, you have faid 
that as a judge, which you 
dare not juftify as a gentle- 
man." The furly prefi- 
dent, readier to give of- 
fence, than to apologize for 
or defend it, was filent; he 
felt he had afted wrong, 
but wanted gerierofity and 
ftrength of mind to ack- 
nowledge it ; and this per- 
fonal infult, difhonorable 
6nly to the perfon who was 
guilty of it, was the fir ft 
caufe of our fortunate law- 
yer's repairing to London. 
On his arrival in En- 
gland, he enlifted under 
the banners of oppofition, 
and fuch was his fpirit and. 
zeal, that the minifter of 
the day thought it necefla- 
ry to fecure his ferviccs; 
he was appointed Solicitor- 
General, on the refigna- 



tion or difmiffion of Mn 
Dunning, amidft the invec- 
tives and groans of his par- 
ty; and in a caufe which 
came on foon after his po- 
litical tergiverfation, re- 
ceived a memorable dre fling 
from his predeceflbr in of- 
fice, who, notwithftanding 
his hoarfe guttural utteranct: 
and everlafting hems^ has 
feldom been equalled as a . 
pleader; nor can th^ Editor 
think of or mention him 
at this diftant period, with- 
out' ftrong emotions of love^ 
admiration, and regret. 

Mr. Wedderburne be- 
came not long after the de- 
fender, and what required 
no fmall fhare of ingenui- 
ty, the fuccefsful defendt^r 
of the firft Lord Clive, 
who is faid to have fent 
him the title-deeds of a 
freehold eftate, for his fee : 
after repeatedly incurring 
the cenfure of verfatility 
for his alternate direliflion 
and fupport of different 
parties, he has ultimately 
fleered his veflel into thie 
wiflied for port, is become ^ 
Lord Loughborough, and 
hath fucceeded to the high- 
eft honours ambition could 
aim at, or regal patronage 
beftow. 

It is for the purpofe of 
noticing 
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ildticing and confidering 
the charge of political ver- 
fatility, fo often produced 
againft the Chancellor, that 
i grace my page with his 
lordfhip's name; this ta(k 
I feel myfeif more parti- 
cularly called on to per- 
form, becaufe at a certairi 
iinCe^ I bellowed forth moft 
vociferoufly on the fiibjeft, 
with more violence and per- 
fqnality, than was confif- 
tent with decency or juf- 
tice; an error which I now 
confefs and fincerely re- 
pent of, I hope not, like 
too many repenters, when 
it is ,too late ; for this and 
other reafons, I crave my 
reader's indulgence for a 
few minutes. 

To refill the minifter of 
the crown whenever he 
palpably and unnecefTarily 
deviates from reftitude, oe- 
conomy, the principles and 
fpirit of the Englifti con- 
ftitution, and if not fuc. 
cefsful in oppofing, to raife 
a ufeful alarm on every 
momentous occafion of na- 
tional difafter, or adminif- 
trative ill defign ; to keep 
in referve and occafionally 
to hold forth to the execu- 
tive branch, a refource, a 
great bod)r of intelleQ, 
honor, and integrity, when- 

VoL. IV. Q 



ever infolence, obliquity, 
or ignorance, Ihall render a 
change of the King's fer- 
vants neceffary; alternate- 
ly, impartially, and dif- 
interefledly to defend and 
define the rights of the fub- 
jeft and the prerogative of 
the crown; to be equally 
inimical to regal and demo- 
cratic tyranny, the civium 
ardor pravajubentium, and 
the vultus inftantis tyranni; 
to be unfuUied and intrepid 
guardians of the public 
purfe; to fee that the trea* 
fures of the country fhall ht 
poured forth only on occa- 
lions which imperioufly de- 
mand them; but at the fame 
time, and with the fame un- 
erring principle guiding us, 
that the public welfare is the 
fupreme law, to take efpe- 
cial care, in the great and 
tremendous queftions of 
peace and war, that no un- 
worthy facrifices of future 
intereft, honor and fecuri- 
ty, be rafhly, timidly, or uii- 
guardedly liiade; that no 
b^fe and ignominious con- 
ceffions, conditions, or fti- 
Dulatipnsbeadmitted,mere- 
y to purchafe the (hort- 
ived, precarious, and pe* 
rifhable meed of tranquil- 
lity, which may be diffipated 
in a moment by infidiou« 
q pro- 
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profligacy, and leave us a- 
midft ihi fnioking ruins of 
our cities, towns, and Itrong 
holds; to be curled and ex- 
ecrated by generations yet 
unborn : on thefe and other 
important occafions, a par- 
liamentary oppolition is and 
may be higlily ufeful and 
neceffary, to the happinefs 
andprofperity of a country. 

But if every man, who 
on a few fpeculative unim- 
portant points, has occa- 
fionally differed in opinion 
-with a minifter, is for the 
remainder of his life to 
purfue him with unabated 
malignity and perfonal ran- 
cour ; if in fpite of expe- 
diency, juftice, truth, and 
common fenfe, and in the 
mean hope of fucceeding 
to his poft, and providing 
for a train of hungry de- 
pendantS) he is indifcrimi- 
nateiy to oppofe every 
meafure of the man who 
has once been his antago- 
nitt, however calamitous 
the fituation of the coun- 
try, or urgent the call for 
ur-animity, and zealous co- 
operation; I cannot con- 
ceive a more iniquitous 
pcrve/rfion of the name and 
delign Qf a minority. 

It is converting popula- 
rity, parts and eloquence, 



into bafe inftruments of 
ambition, felfifhnefs, and 
revenge ; the piftol of a 
footpad, the ftiletto of a 
mercenary affaflin; I would 
prefer without hefitation, 
the fiat of a Perfian Cadi, 
or the bow-ftring of a fe- 
raglio eunuch, to the gui- 
dance of a popular chief, 
who rouzed and direfled 
the hopes and fears of the 
people, without real pa- 
triotifm, and public fpirit. 
For thefe and other rea- 
fons, I cannbt but confider 
the noble lord, who is the 
fubjeQ of our prefcnt ar- 
ticle,. and his illuftrious af- 
fociates, as the champions 
and prefervers of their 
country, who, forgetting 
old animofities, and at a 
confiderabk e^ipence of 
regret and perfonal attach- 
ment, threw their influence 
and weight into the regal 
fcale, which would other- 
wife have kicked the beam, 

WHAT BOOKS 
SHALL I READ? 
a queftion often afked, but 
not always fatisfaftorily 
anfwered; an interrogato- 
ry, faid to have been put 
to Mr. Pope, by the au- 
thor of the Night Thoughts, 
when he was preparing to 
qualify 
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qualify himielf for being 
ordained. 

In a moment 6f frolic 
and fun, the tranflator of 
Homer, replied " Thomas 
Aquinas," Young, in the 
fimplicity of his heart, a^nd 
not yet a courtier, thought 
his friend in ckrneft, im- 
mediately purchafed the 
works of the author he 
recommended, and retir- 
ing to his clofet, devoted 
himfelf wholly to ftudy. 

It was foon obferved, 
that the author of the 
Night Thoughts did not 
appear as ufual among his 
friends ; and Pope calling 
at his lodgings, difcovered 
him wading up to his neck 
in the fubtleties of Aqui- 
nas; a hearty laugh took 
place, and but for this 
lucky explanation, an in- 
terefting poet, and a good 
parifli prieft, would have 
Been loft to the world. 
/ Sir Richard Blackmore, 
when a medical ftudent, 
made a fimilar application 
to Sydenham, who recom- 
inended Don Quixote; 
whether he followed the 
doftor's advice is not re- 
corded ; yet I think if he 
had perufed, felt, and 
properly tafted that fine 
vein ot folemn ridicule, 

Q 



fo exquifitely (Icetched by 
Cervantes, who pofleffes 
the rare art of telling the 
moft laughable ftories, 
with features unmoved; 
it muft have prevented 
Blackmore devoting fo 
much time, and wafting fo 
much ink and paper, to 
the enchantments of Mer- 
lin, to the heroic Arthur,' 
and his puiflant knights ; 
it would have faved him 
from the fatirical fhafts of 
Pope, and the injurious, 
becaufe unmerited, pane- 
gyric of Dr. Johnfon. 

Although fo much has 
been faid and fung, to the 
difparagement of Black- 
mtore, and his mufe, if not 
a good poet, he appears 
from cotemporary and tra- 
ditional evidence to have 
bcfen what is a far more 
praife -worthy, and impor- 
tant charafter, a fincere 
chriftian, and a good ijian ; 
a confcientious difcharger 
of the duties of private 
life; humane, and .charita- 
ble, with a wife of limilar 
difpofitions, 

Affociating rarely with 
gay and elegant circles, 
they paffed the laft years 
of life, as moft rational 
beings would wifli to pafs 
them, in tranquillity and 
q 2 ^ retirement. 
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retirement, preparing for 
the great journey we all 
muft take ; the knight had 
probably found his mufe, 
a pleafant fire-lide compa- ' 
nion, after his medical fa- 
tigues, and as every man is 
at times inclined to mount 
a hobby -horfe, perhaps an 
aerial pegafus is the lead 
expenfive, and under' the 
guidance of difcretion, as 
little mifchievous as any. , 

Inftruftions as to the 
proper method of ftudying 
have often been given, 
and catalogues of books 
which young men ought to 
read, have frequently been 
made ; in the prefept ftate 
of literature, it would be 
highly defirable, to have a 
lift of books which need 
not, or ought not to be 
read; fuch an index ex- 
purgatorius, would be ufe- 
ful in forming a modern 
library, and is indeed be- 
come abfolutely neceffary 
for the direflion of the 
common clafs of readers, 
who are perpetually mif- 
taking compilations for o- 
Tiginal works, and for want 
of proper guides, inftead 
of going to the fountain 
heacl for information and a- 
mufement, fometimes quaff 
from muddy and fometinies 



from unwholfome ftreams, 
A catalogue raifonnq 
nearly anfwering this def- 
cription, was once attemp- 
ted by the late Mr. Patter- 
foq, a man to whom mo- 
dern colleftors in this coun- 
try are under confiderable 
obligations. 

If any reader of this 
colleQion, who has recei- 
ved half an hour's amufe- 
ment, or half a grain of 
inftruftion from it, is pof- 
feffed of one of Patter- 
fon's catalogues of this de? 
fcription, which he printed 
many years ago, I whol- 
ly forget, where or when, 
atthe time he was difpofing 
of fome great library, will 
favor him with a fight of 
it, direfcl^d to be left for 
him at his publiflier's in 
Bond-ftreet, it will be 
thankfully received, and 
(hall be carefully returned. 
I have fomewhere feen 
propofals for executing 
a plan of this kind addref- 
fed by a fociety of learned 
men, in 1734, to that il- 
luftrious patron of litera- 
ture, the Marquis Scipio 
Maffaei ; but a projeft, 
which properly executed, 
woiild have laid open, and 
at one view, all the four- 
ces pf original informatioii, 
produced 
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produced by a ftrange fata- ly p'erleaped the boundar 
lity, a molt violi^nt paper ries of decorum and good 
the various depart- fenfe : perhaps the fceptic 



war 

ments of learning, were 
to have been allotted to 
different perfons according 
to the nature of their pur- 
fuits and qualifications, but 
for want of union and con- 
cord, the whole, excepi: 
the profpefclus of which 
I fpeak, which was well 
drawn, fell to the ground, 

iiXXTHAT WORK A 
VV WIFE SHOULD 
DO," extrafted from a 
book of hufbandry, pub- 
lifhed in the early part of 
the fixteenth century. 
. If a man had prefumed 
to hint to the late Mrs. 
Woollloncroft, that a mar- 
ried woman who followed 
thefe direftions, might be as 
happy in herfelf, and as ufe- 
ful a member of fociety, as 
one formed upon her plan, 
and exhibited in a certain 
lingular, and very repre- 
henfible book, publilhed 
fince her death ; the bare 
fuppofition would probab- 
ly have produced a fneer 
from the heroine, and a 
contemptuous frown in the 
philofopher, who in the 
memorial he has left of his 
fleceaijed wife, has palpab«> 



who is for difcu fling and 
unveiling every things ha4 
in his mind the fentiment 
of a certain poet, and was 
of opinion that he was 

*^ Never fo fure our won- 
der to create. 

As when he touch'd the 
bounds of all we hate." 

But the old fafliion^d 
doftrine of domeftic duties, 
and female occupations, 
muft not be forgotten. 

" When firft thou awak- 
eft in a morning, lift up 
thy heart and voice in 
thankfulnefs to the Ood 
who made thee; thus cal- 
ling to mind thy Maker at 
thy early rifing, thou fhalt 
fpeed better for it the reft 
of the day. 

" Having arrayed thy- 
felf as becometh a decent 
houfewife, fwecp thy houfe 
^nd drefs thy difti board, 
and fee that all things be 
fet in due order within and 
without, that tbe kine be 
milked, the calves fuckled, 
and the milk Ikimmed; 
then let the young children 
be taken up, wafhcd right 
wholfomely all over ihem 
in fpring water, combed 

and 
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and kirtled, and fit down 
with thy family to break- 
faft. 

*^ Corn and maltmuft be 
ordered for the mill, and 
that thou have thy meafurc 
again, mete it to and from 
the miller, who elfe will 
i)Pt deal truly with thee; 
or thy malt will not be 
dried as it Ihould be. 

" Thou muft make but- 
ter and chcele according 
as the weather urpreth, and 
the cows fill the diflies; 
the fwine muR be ferved 
morning and evening, not 
forgetting the poultry ; 
and wh n the time of year 
cometh, thou wilt take 
good heed how thy hens, 
ducks, and geefe, do lay 5 
gather up their eggs dili- 
gently, and when they 
wax broody^ fet them right 
cunningly, fo that neither 
bealt, fwine, nor vermin 
hurt or moleft them; all 
who\e-footed fowls thou 
knoweft will fit a month, 
and all cloven footed fowls, 
three weeks, except pea- 
hens, turkies, cranes, and 
buftards. 

" I advife thee earneftly 
to remember well one thing; 
when in winter time, that 
the days be Ihort and the 
evenings long, and thou 



fitteft by the fire, and haft 
fupped, confider in thy 
mind, whether the works 
that thou and the maidens 
do, are of advantage equal 
to the fire and candlq, the 
meat and the drink that, 
they confume ; if not, go 
to thy bed, deep, and be 
up by time to breakfaft 
before day-light, that thou 
mayeft have all the day be- 
fore thee entire, to thy 
bufinefs. 

" In the beginning of 
March it is time for a wife 
to have an eye to her gar- 
den, and to get as many 
good feeds and herbs as 
Ihe can, for the pot and the 
platter; in March alfo is 
the feafon to fow flax and 
hemp, it needeth not for 
me to (hew how it fhould 
be fown, weeded, pulled, 
watered, wafhed, dried, 
beaten, broken, .tawed, 
hackled, fpun, wounden, 
>^arped and wove, for in 
fuch matters peradventure, 
thou art better inftruCled 
than me; and although a 
woman cannot wholly and 
altogether get her living 
honeftly by the diftaff, yet 
it fhould always be ready 
for a paftime ; it floppcth 
many unemployed gaps, 
and provideth articles both 

for 
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for bed and boar4, for 
which, hard money muft 
otherwife go forth from thy 
hufband's purfe; there be 
fpinfters as well as wives, 
who make it a matter of 
confcience, never to buy 
flieets, body-cloaths, tow- 
els, (hirts, fmocks, and 
fuch like* 

" It is a wives occupation 
to winnow all manner of 
corn, and to keep a watch- 
ful eye, that the day-la- 
bourers and out-dwellers, 
bring not with them, nor 
carry forth, nor conceal 
their pokes (bags) which 
under a pretence of hold- 
ing their bottle and fcrip, 
only leiiye to lower the 
heap on trie barne floor ; it 
is a wives occupation to 
waQie and to wring, or to 
fee well after and be among 
them, that the foap and 
fire-wood be not made 
wafte of; to be b rifle at 
harveft, and in time of 
need, while the coppers 
are boiling the provilion, 
to help her hufband load 
the waggon or the cart ; to 

fjo or ride to market, and 
ell her butter, cheefe, 
eggs, chicken, geefe, and 
pigs; to purchafe all ne- 
ceflary thingwS, and to make 
a true reckoning and ac» 



count thereof to her huf- 
band, when flie returns." 

To addrefs the above 
homely diretlions indifcri- 
minately, to wojnen of all 
ranks, would be caricatur- 
ing advice, and convert- 
ing wholfomc rules, into 
ironical ridicule; yet,, if 
the majority of our young 
women of fcanty expeSa- 
tions, would not fix their 
eyes fo Iteadily as for (he 
moft part they do, on the 
more elevated and weakhy 
clafles of fociety, whom 
they vainly and ruinoufly 
attempt to imitate;' if in 
their views, their educa- 
tion, their habits, their 
drefs, and their manners, 
they could happily be pre- 
vailed on to attend more 
to domeftic duty, and lefs to 
trifling amiifement, and or- 
namental accompliftiment; 
if they could be convinced 
that to make a pudding or 
a ftiirt, or even their own 
gowns, is a fpecies of 
knowledge rathermore ule- 
ful, than dancing a minuet, 
talking bad French, or 
fpoiling a piano forte ; we 
might in that cafe hope to 
fee gradually diminifticd, 
that fliocking and enor- 
mous mafs of venal beautv 
and painted difcafe, whicn 

ac 
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at prefent overfhadows the tfieir laft hour was cotne, ai 



town, and renders our paf- 
fing the ftreets, after a cer- 
tain hour, diftreffing to 
our feelingSj hazardous to 
th^ morals^ and injurious 
to the health of the riling 
generation. 

Women, indeed, fortfted 
on the narrow tinphilofo- 
phic plan, here aimed at, 
vould probably not reach 
that criterion of abfolute 
perfeftion and equality^ 
fought after and expeSed 
by Mrs. Woolftoncroft, 
they perhaps would, infome 
r^fpefts, come under the 
dcfcription of what fhe 
calls domeftic drudges; 
furely a more defirable 
ftate, than being drudges 
to infamy and proftitution; 
women thus educated and 
thus inftrufted, would pro- 
bably revolt, at living as 
concubines with one man, 
or at indulging warm wilhes 
for another, the hufband of 
a friend; they would not 
only fubmit to dated re- 
turns of religious worfhip 
vnthout repugnance J but would 
feize with eagernefs and 
pleafure every opportunity 
of pouring forth their hearts 
in gratitude and adoration 



reafonable beings, fenfible 
of their frailties and faults,' 
they would naturally caft 
an anxious eye towards 
that world unknown ; they 
would neither defire nor 
deferve the panegyric of a 
modern philofopher; by 
quitting a fcene of trial, 
temptation, on which eter- 
nal happinefsj or eternal 
mifery depended, in cold 
indifference, or fupprefled 
anxiety, 

WHITAKER, JOHN, 
an orthodox divine 
of the church of England,- 
reftor of a parifti in the 
county of Corn'^all, the 
name of which I find it 
extremely difficult either to 
write or to pronounce; and 
author of a hiflory of Man- 
chefter, which ought ra- 
ther to have been called, 
occafional remarks on the 
general flate of Britain, 
under the Romans and Sax- 
ons, as it fwells far beyond 
the legitimate bulk of a 
local hiftory, in fize, ex- 
tenfive range, and diverfi- 
fied fubjeQ:. This learned 
and animated writer is a 
ftrong mannerijij if we may 
to the Almighty Creator of be allowed to apply a pain- 
the Univerfe ; and when ter's expreffion to a literary 

man; 
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taan ; were one of his pro- 
duftions to be copied oy a 
Chattertonian artift, on old 
parchment, and in the cha- 
fafter, phrafe, and obfo- 
lete expreflion of other 
times; were it to be im- 
mured in an old cheft, or 
buried in the receffes of 
Herculaneum, and at a 
proper feafon to be pro- 
duced with the cobwebs, 
mouldinefs, and venerable 
ruft of antiquity, I could 
inftantly difcover the Man- 
chefter hiftorian^ by his 
deep learning, acute re- 
fearch, etymologic Ikill, 
and what is not always uni- 
ted with them, his flowery 
ftile and rhetoric flourifh, 
but more than all, by his 
decifive tone and plaufible 
dexterity, in referring all 
evidence, direft, collate- 
ral, or by implication, to 
the confirmation of his own 
fyftem* 

In one of his publica- 
tions, Mr. Whitaker fup- 
ports with pertinacious in- 
genuity, the doftrlne of a 
Trinity, in a manner, ac- 
cording to his own ac 
count, ^f equally new and 
juft, confirmed by a train 
of hiftoric reafoning, com- 

Vol. IV. Rr 



prehenfive in its fcope, and 
decifive in its efficacy." 

Readers, at all in the 
habit of indulging doubt 
or enquiry, will naturally 
wifh to know what modd 
of reafoning or what evi- 
dence has enabled the Cor- 
nifh reQor to dec4de, as 
it were by mathematical 
demonftration, a queftioii 
which hath proved a foUrce 
of perplexity or bitter al- 
tercation to many great and 
many good men of all ages* 

He aiferts, that the Tri- 
nitarian myftery " derived 
its origin from the antient 
Hebrews, who received it 
from their, anceftors, the 
Patriarchs, and retained it 
through every period of 
their hiftory, 'till the com- 
ing of the Meffiah:" 

One of the principal 
foundations on which he 
refts his hypothefis, is, that 
the Almighry, fpeaking in 
the firft perfon, in the book 
of Gen^fis, makes ufe of 
the pronoun and its rela- 
tive, in the plural number, 
" We will make man after 
OUR own image:" yet this 
proof fo fatisfaftory to its 
triumphant producer, and 
impufed by many to the 
idiom 
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idiom of an oriental lan- 
guage, has not' appeafed 
the anxieties of the fcru- 
pulous. 

For this and other pecu- 
liarities, I have heard him 
cenfuied, in words applied 
by him to Lavid Hume, 
with a little alteration; they 

fioffefTed very different qua- 
ities, but had they been 
compounded by fome mi- 
raculous or chymical pro- 
ccfs, into one man, the 
tcitivm quid^ would have 
been an. excellent and fault- 
lefs wrner, each of them 
poifedjng in an eminent de- 
gree \^hat the other wanted. 
" lie IS too fanguine to 
be confiftcnt, too fond of 
a favorite hypothcfis to be 
acLuratc, to« ■ much warped 
by lociil Tyredile£tions to 
be authcrtic, too flowery, 
verbofe, .^nd declamatory 
to be con eft/' yet with all 
his faul':-, fomc of which 
many leaders confider as 
beauties, I am notacquaint- 
ed with ixnv modern writer 
who e:>cells Mr. Vv'^hitaker, 
in tracing the obfcurc ety- 
molop^ies, and elucidating 
t:ic dark periods of our 
Ai^glo-Saxon hiflory ; on 
fubjtcls of fcripture criti- 
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cifm, he is elaborate and 
ingenious; in ecclefiaftic 
refearch, occafionally di- 
ligent and fuccefsful, and 
equalled only by Mr. Bad- 
cock ; but falls very ftiort 
of the South Molton critic 
in concife energy, concen- 
trated copioufnefs, and ar- 
gumentative clofenefs. 

WISHART, WILLI- 
AM, an eminent 
Calviniftic writer, Princi- 
pal of the college of Edin- 
burgh, and the fubjeft of 
a pointed farcafm, or as 
fome think, of an acrimo- 
nious mifreprefentation of 
Dr. Johnfon; "you have 

WISHART AGAINST REPEN- 
TANCE," which with his u- 
fual tone and predominat- 
ing emphafis, he pronoun- 
ced in a difpute with Mr. 
Bofwell, on the compara- 
tive merits of the Englifh 
and Scotch divines. 

The title of the book al- 
luded to, was, if I miftake 
not, " The Danger of a 
Death-bed Repentance," a 
pious and energetic work, 
in which Dr. Wifhart con- 
fidcrs a religious and well- 
fpcnt life, as indifpenjably 
neceffary to falvation ; that 
according 
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according to the exprefs 
words and plain tenor of 
the gofpel, this neceffity 
is repeatedly infilled on, 
without any rcferve or ex- 
ception. He defcribes with 
confiderable pathos, the 
Jhare, into which fo many 
thoufands have been delu- 
ded, to go on fecurely and 
uninterruptedly in a courfe 
of fin, and to retrieve all 
at laft by a death-bed re- 
pentance. 

He infifts " that all hope 
or even polfibility of efca- 
ping from the wages of fin 
in another world, by fuch 
means, is abfolutely exclu- 
ded, by the nature and de- 
fign of religion, and the 
plain declarations of holy 
writ," that to form the 
chritlian charafter is, and 
muft be a long and gradual 
work of time, application 
and flrugglc, that it muft 
have a beginning, a mid- 
dle and an end; that a fin- 
ner arretted in the full ca- 
reer of thoughtlefs fenfu- 
ality, and called to his ac- 
count, after only a few 
hours of repentance and 
remorfe, the cfFeft of felfifh 
fear, and by no means the 
offspring of fpontaneous, 
R r 2 
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habitual prdpenfity ; that 
fuch a perfon would in fafl 
be unfit to appear in th6 
prefencc of his Maker ; he 
would not be qualified to 
afic>ciate with the fpirits of 
juft men made perfeft. 

If we negleft to acquire 
the neceffary difpofitions, 
if we do not endeavour (o 
fubdue the bafe and malig- 
nant palfions; in a word, if 
we do not acquire a hea- 
venly temper, change of 
place will fignify nothing, 
we can be happy no where; 
we muft create a heaven in 
our own bofoms, before 
we can expeft to enjoy 
that which is prepared for 
us. 

I will not refufc to the 
Edinburgh divine, the me- 
rit of good defign; nor can 
it be denied, that the pofi- 
tions he wifties to eftablifti, 
are fupport d by various 
pafTages of fcripture; and 
that the arguments he pro- 
duces, are admirably cal- 
culated to make ftrong im- 
preflions on the human 
mind, fo very apt to be 
feduccd by trifling pur- 
fuits and momentary gra- 
tifications, from moral and 
religious duties; yet a fyf- 

tcm 
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tern fomewbat lefs terrific 
than that of Calvin, hath 
been deduced from the 
vords of our Saviour, to 
the dying malefaftor, one 
of his companions on the 
crofs; alfo, from. the para- 
ble of the labourers, who 
did not repair to their work 
in the vineyard, until the 
ninth hour. 

To thefe, another con- 
fideration may be added, 
that it is prefumptuous in 
mortals to pretend to limit 
the extent of God*s mercy, 
and thus pronounce, as it 
were, fentence of everlaft. 
ing damnation on the ma- 
jority of their fellow crea- 
tures, whom humanity, 
expediency, and common 
fenfe, Ihould induce us to 
leave repofing on the bo- 
fom of their God. 

We have fcripture au- 
thority for believing, that 
in our Father's houfe there are 
many manfions; and it is 
neither impious nor irra- 
tional to Cuppofe, that there 
may be gradations of pu- 
nimment as well as re- 
ward. 

I cannot quit fo momen- 
tous and awful a fubjeft, 
without lamenting that tolly 



and procr^iffination, which 
delays to ficknefs, old age, 
infirmity, or to a period 
which never may arrive, 
that falutary tafli, which 
ought to be the chief plea- 
fure and bufinefs of life, 
in the days of health and 
(lability. 

Such conduft is little 
Ihort of madnefs, and can 
only be compared to the 
fons of Belial, repojing on 
the fjlken pavillions of 
pleafure, while thunders 
roll and lightnings flafh ; 
and rioting in luxurious 
excefs and criminal indul- 
gence, while the fword of 
divine vengeance, upheld 
only by a fingle hair, is 
fufpended over their heads. 

WOMAN EATERS, 
a fpecies of mon- 
fter lately defcribed, who 
kill the objefts of their 
fury, by means not eafily 
accomplifhed, and by which 
few women are faid to have 
died, 

In the courfe of a late 
trial, which attraded con- 
fiderable attention, an in- 
ftance of this atrocious 
method of proceeding was 
brought to light; a witnefs, 

who 
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who was footman to an un- 
faithful wife, being afked, 
on what occafion it was 
that he firft obferved any 
improper familiarity, be- 
tween his miftrefs, and the 
friend, I fear the near re- 
lation of his mafter, repli- 
ed ; " Walking at a cer- 
tain time, in a field adjoin- 
ing to the houfe in which 
my mafter refided, I hap- 

Eened accidentally to look 
ack, without being aware 
jhat iany perfon was behind 



me ; when I faw Mn ***♦ 
****** kiffing my miftrefs, 
as if he would eat her up." 
*^ Moft of us, at one 
time or other of our lives," 
obferved a barrifter, "have 
fuffered from the indul- 
gence of unruly appetites; 
but when' gentlemen pro- 
ceed to fuch lengths, as to 
devour their neighbours* 
wives, they muft not com* 
plain, if they are compelled 
to pay for fi^ch luxuries." 
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